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SECTION L 

Hatring hwid dawn unto N*r«jana % and unto that mast exalt td of male 
tiingSi off., Mi and unto (he goddess Saras wad alto, must the mrrd Java 
fa uttered. 

Vaisampayana said. — ‘ After Drona had been slain, O utonarcli, the ruyal 
warriors (of the Kaurava army) headed by Duryodbana, with hearts filled with 
great anaiety, all repaired to Drona's son. Lament ing the loss uf Droua, and 
dqirivcd of energy in consequence of their cheerlcssne-ss, \Ucy sat around 
the sun of Sarad vat’s daughter, afflicted with grief. Comfurtcd for a little 
while by considerations founded upon the scriptures, when night came, those 
rulers of Earth proceeded to their respective tents. Those lords of Earth, 
however, 0 thou of K uru's race, could feci no happiness in their atxxlc*. 
Thinking of that immense slaughter, they could not also sleep. The Sufai sou 
(KarnaX and king Suyodhana, and Dussasaua and Sakuni, in csjiccial, could 
not compose themselves to aleeji. These four passed that night together jn 
Duryixihana's tent, reflecting upon the woes they had inflicted the high- 
souled Panda vas. Formerly, they liad brought Draupadi, plunged into wue 
on account of the match at dice, into the assembly. Recollecting it they 
exjierienccd great regret, their heart* being filled with aniciety. Thinking 
of those sufferings inflicted (upon the Pandaraa) in consequence of the 
gambling match, they passed that night in sorrow, O king, as if it were really 
a hundrod year*. The when morning came, observing the dictate* of 
the ordinance, all of them duly went through the customary riles. Having 
gone through these customary riles, and comforted to some extent, O ftlmrala, 
they ordered their Hoop* to 1* arrayed, and then came out for battle, having 
made Kama their generalissimo by tying the auspicious thread round his 
wrists, and having caused many foremost of Drahmanas, by presents of vessels 
of curds, clarified butter, AJtsha/as, coins of gold, kine, jewels and gem^ and 
costly robes, to [pray for their victory, and having caused heraldt and 
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musicians, and panegyrists to adore them with hymn* about victory. 4 The 
I’andavai also, O king, having gone through their morning rites, issued from 
their camp, resolved on battle. Then commenced a fierce battle, making the 
hair to stand on end, between the Kurus and the Pandavas, each desirous 
of vanquishing the other. During the commandership of Kama, the battle that 
took place between the Kuru and the Pandav* troops was exceedingly fierce 
and lasted for two days. Then Vriiha (Kama), having made an immense 
slaughter of his enemies in battle, was at last slain, in the sight of the Dharta- 
rashtraa, by Arjuna. Then Sanjsya, repwiring to Hastinapura, told 
Dhritarashtra all that had happened at Kurujangala." 

Janamejaya said, — “Having heard of the fall of Bbithou and that other 
mighty car-warrior, vis., Drona, the old king Dhritarashtra the son of 
Amvika had been afflicted with great grief. How, O foremost of Brahmanas, 
Qould he, plunged ioto grief, support bis Hfe, having heard of the death of 
Kama, that well-wisher of Duryuc^iana ? How, indeed, could that descendant 
of Kuru support bis life when he upon whom that monarch had rested the 
hope of his tins* victory had fallen ? When the king did not lay down 
h»s life even after hearing of Kama's death, I think that It is very 
difficult fur men to yield up life even under circumstances of great grief I 

0 Brahmana, when the king did not yield up his life after hearing of the 
fall of the venerable son of Santanu, of Valhika and Drona and Soma- 
datta and Hhurismvas, as also of oilier friends and bis sons and grandsons, 

1 think, O regenerate one, that the act of yielding up one's life is exceed- 
ingly difficult I Tell me all these in detail and as they actually happened 1 
1 am not satiated with hearing the high achievements of my ancestors 1" 



SECTION II. 

Vaisampayana said,— “Upon the fall of Kama, O monarch, the son of 
Gavalgana, with a cheerless heart, set out that night for Nagapura, on 
steeds that rivalled the wind in speed. Arrived at Hastinapura, with a 
heart filled with deep anxiety, he proceeded to Dhritarashtra's abode which 
no lunger teemed with kinsmen and friends. Beholding the king deprived 
of all energy by grief, Joining his hands he worshipped, with a bend of bis 
head, the monarch's feet Having duly worshipped king Dhritarashtra, he 
uttered an exclamation of woe and then began,— ‘I am Sanjaya, O lord of 
Earth I Art thou not happy ? I hope tbou art not stupefied, having 
through thy own faults fallen into such distress ? Counsels for thy good 
had been uttered by Vidura and Drona and Ganga's son and Kesava. 

4 Akskatas were probably Pu ma-fatrai, i certain vessels full to brim 

with corn and other articles of use. The fulness b indicative of 
auspiciouan ess. — T. 
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1 hope thou feeleat no pain now, remembering thy rejection of tbow 
counsels ? Counsels for thy good bad also been uttered in the assembly 
by Rama and Narada and Kanwa and others. 1 hope thou feelest no 
pain now, remembering tlicii rejection by thee ? I hope thou feelest no 
piin, remembering the slaughter in battle, by the foe, of Bbishma and 
Drona and others, those friends that were ever engaged in thy good ?— 
Unto the Suta's ion who with Joined hands was telling him so, tl >e monarch, 
afflicted with grief and drawing a long and hot breath, said these word*. 

“Dhritarashtra said,— ‘Hearing, O Sanjaya, of the fall of the heroic son 
of Gunga, that warrior in whom weie all celestial weapons, as also of 
the fall of that foremost of all bowmen, pii., Drona, my heart fceleth 
great pain \ That hero endued with great energy and bom of Ibe Vasus 
themselves, who slew every day ten thousand car-warriors clad in mail, 
that bigh-souled one unto whom Bhiiga’s son had given the highest 
weapons, that warrior who in his childhood had been trained in the 
science of the bow by Rama, alas, even he, bath been slain by 
Ya]nascna’s son Sikhandin protected by the Pandavas ! At this my heart 
is greatly pained !• That hero through whose grace those mighty car- 
warriors, pit the royal sons of Kunti, as also many other lords of Earth, 
have become lf*har*ikai 9 i alas, hearing of the slaughter of that grest 
bowman of sure aim, ofs., Drona, by DbrUbtadyurana, my heart is exceed- 
ingly pained l Those two had not in the world a person equal to tliero 
in (knowledge and use of) the four kinds of weapons ! Alas, hearing of 
the slaughter of these two, n's., Bhishma and Drona, in battle, my bean 
is exceedingly pained !J That warrioT who had not in the three worlds 
a person equal to him in knowledge of weapons, alas, hearing of the 
slaughter of that hero, rit., Drona, what did tho people of my side do ? 
After the high-souled sun of Pandu, wi, Dhananjaya, exerting himself 
with prowess, had despitchcd unto Yama's abode the strong force of the 
S*msaptakas % after the Narayana weapon cf tbe intelligent son of Drona 
bad been baffled, and after the (Kaurava) divisions had begun to fly 
away, whxt, indeed, dkl the people of my side do ? 1 think that, after 
Promt's death, my troops, flying away and sinking in an ocean of grief, 
resembled ship wrecked manners struggling on the bosom of the vasty 
deep. What also, O Sanjaya, became the color of the faces of Duryndhana, 
and Kama, and Kntavarman die chief of the JJhojas, and Salyn, the ruler 
of the Madras, and of my remaining wn«, and of the others, when the 



♦ NiUkantha rightly explains that, verse 13 alludes to Bhishma and {not to 
Drona. — T. 

t A Maharatha is one who can fight simultaneously with ten thousand 
bowmen.— T. 

t tour kinds of WiafeMS, r£s^ mukfa t ' amukta, tnutkamukfa and Yanfra - 
mukta. These terms hive been explained in au earlier note.— T. 
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Kum divisions fled *way from the field ? Tell rao all this as it truly 
happened io.| battle, O eon of Gavalgana, owl describe to me the piowesi 
put forth by the Pandavas and the warriors of my side ! w 

“Sail jay* said,— *0 sire, hearing all that has happened unto the Kauravas 
through thy fault, thou should* not feel any anguish ! He that is wise never 
fceleth any pain at what Datfay bringeth I And sinre Destiny is uncon- 
querable, human purposes may or may not become attainable- Hence, ho 
that is wise never feclcth pain on the acquisition or the reverse of the objects 
cherished by him. 

“Dhritarashtra raid,— ‘I do not feel great pain, O San java I 1 regard all 
this to be the result of Destiny I Tell me all that thou wisbest 1' " 



SECTION III. 

"Sanjaya said — TJpon the fall" of the great bnwman Drona t thy sons, 
those mighty car-wairiors, became pale and cheerless and deprived of their 
reuses. Armed with weapons, all of them, O monarch, hung duwn their 
headi. Afflicted with grief and without looking at one another, they stood 
perfectly silent. Beholding them with such afflicted countenances, thy 
troops, O liharata, themselves perturbed by grief, vacantly gawd upward* 
Seeing Drona slain xn battle, the weapons of many of them, O king, dyed with 
blood, dropped from their lands. Innumerable weapons again, O Blurata, 
Klill retained in flic grasp of the soldiers seemed, in their pendent attitude, 
to resemble falling meteors in the sky ♦ Then king DnryodJana, O monarch, 
beholding that army of thine thus standing as if paralysed and lifeless, 
said,— Relying upon the might of your arms 1 have summoned the Pandavas 
to buttle and caused this passage-at-arm* to commence! Upon the fall of 
Dr on a, however, the prospect seems to he cheerless. Warriors engaged in 
battle all die in battle. Engaged in battle, a warrior may have either victory 
or death. What can he strange then in this (tis-, the death -of Druna)? 
Bight ye with faces turned towards every direction. Behold now the higb- 
souled Kama, the son of Vikartana, that great bowman of mighty strength, 
careering in battle, using his celestial weapons I Through fear of that warrior 
in battle, that coward, n*., Dhananjaya the son of Kunti, always turns lack 
like a small dccT at live sight of a lion 1 It is he who, by the ordinary 
methods of human battle, brought the mighty Hhim&sena endued with the 
strength of ten thousand elephants to tliat plight ! It is he who, uttering a loud 
roar, slew with his invincible dart the brave Ohatotkacha of a thousand illusions 



* I think Nilaksntha correctly explains this taka. Unless tfakihiirani b« 
taken to mean falling meteors, the cotiijurrion would lie unmeaning and 
absurd. — T. 
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and well acquainted with celestial weapons ! Behold today the inexhaustible 
might of arras of that intelligent warrior of sure aim and invincible energy ! Let 
the sons of Pandu behold today the prowess of both Asuauluuun and 
Kama resembling tint of Vishnu and Vasava !* AH of you arc singly able 
to slay the sons of Pandu with tbeir troops in battle 1 How much more then 
are you capable, when united together, of that feat ! Endued with great 
energy and accomplished in weapons, you will today behold one another 
engaged in the achievement of mighty tasks I* 

“Sanjaya continued,— 'Having said these words, O sinlew one, thy son 
Duryodhana, with his brothers, made Kama the generahairao (of the 
Kuril army). Obtaining the command, the mighty car-warrior Kama, so 
fierce in battle, uttered loud roars and fought with the foe. He caused, 
O sire, a great carnage among the Snnyayas, the Panchalas, the Kekayas, 
and the Vidcbas.t From his bow issued innumerable lines of arrows, one 
close behind the wings of another, like flights of bee*. Having afflicted the 
Panchalas and the Pandav&s endued with great activity, and slain thousand* 
of warriors, he was at last slain by Arjuna 1’ " 



SECTION IV 

•‘Vaisampayana said,— ‘•Hearing this intelligence, O monarch Dhiltarashtra 
Ithc son of Amvika, feeling the acme of grief, regarded Suyodhaiu to be 
vrrudy dead. Exceedingly agitated, the king fell down on the Earth, like 
an elephant deprived of its senses. When thnt foremost of monarchs, 
greatly agitated, fell down on tbe Earth, loud wails were uttered, O best 
of the Bhan&tas. by the ladies (of the royal household). That noise was 
so loud that it seemed to fill the entire Earth.® Immersed in a deep 
ocean of woe, the Bharata ladies, with hearts exceedingly agitated and 
scorched by grief, wept aloud. Approaching the king, Gundhari, O bull 
of Bbarata's race, and the other ladies of tbe household, all fell down 
on tbe Earth, deprived of tbeir senses. Then San jay a, O king, began to 
ennifort those ladies stricken with grief, bathed in tears, and reft of 
consciousness. Comforted (by Sanyaya), those ladies began to tremble 
repeatedly like a plantain grove shaken by the wind. ( Vidura also, 
sprinkling that descendant of Kuru with water, began to comfort the 
puissant monarch who had knowledge only for his eye.t Slowly restored 



* The second line of 15 is read differently in some texts.— T. 

t Mariska at the end of the first line, and Jnot /djyu/tf.w, is the 
correct reading.— T. 

• Both 1 and 2 are triplets in the Bengal texts.— T. 
t A respectful-epithet for a Wind man.— T. 
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10 conscioumess, and understanding that the ladies of the household were 
there, the king, O monarch, remained perfectly silent for sometime like 
one reft of reason. Having reflectod then for sometime, and repeatedly 
drawn long breath*, the king censured his own sous and applauded the 
Panda vas. Censuring also his own intelligence and that of Sakuni the 
eon of Suvals, the king, having reflected for a long time, began to tremble 
repeatedly. Controlling his mind once more, the king, with sufficient 
fortitude, questioned his charioteer Sanjiya the son of Gavalgana." 

“DhriUrasbtra said,— *1 have beard, O Saniya, all dial thou hast said. 
Hath ray son Duryodhana, O Suta , who is cveT desirous of victory, already 
gone to Yama's afcide, despairing of success? Tell me truly, O Sunjaya, all 
this, even if thou wilt have to repeat it !' " 

Vuisamjxiyna continued,— ‘Thus addessed by the king, O Janarac^ya, 
the Suta said unto him,— * 'The mighty car-warrior Vailurtana, O monarch, 
hall) been slain with his sons and brothers, and other Suta warriors, all 
of vrbom were mighty bowmen ready to lay down their lives in battle I 
Dusnaana also hath been slain by the renowned son of PandiL Indeed, 
his Wood also hath been, from wrath, drunk by Bbima&ena in battle !* 19 



SECTION V. 

Vaiwmpayana said,— “Hearing these words, O monarch, Aravika's son 
Dhritarashtra, with heart agitated by grief, addressed his driver Sin; ay a, 
saying,— “Through the evil policy, O sire, of my sod of little foresight, 
Vikarttna’s eon hath been slain 1 This intelligence is catting the very 
coro of ray heart I I am desirous of crossing this sea of grief ! Remove 
my doubts, therefore, by telling me who are still alive and who arc dead 
amongst the Kurus and the Pandavas !'• 

“San jay* said, — “Endued with great prowess aod invincible in battle, 
Bhithma the sod of SanUnu, O king, having slain targe numbers of 
Srinpyas and Pancbalas, hath been slam alter ten days. The mighty and 
invincible bowman Lhona of the golden car, having slaughtered the Panchala 
divisions in battle, hath been slain. Having slaughtered the half of wbat 
remained after the carnage by Bbisbraa and the illustrious Drcma, Vikariana's 
son Kama hath bo^n slain. Endued with great strength, 0 monarch, 
prince Vivingsati, having slain hundreds of Anorta warriors in battle, hath 
been slain. Tby heroic son Vikarna, deprived of steeds and weapon*, 
stood, facing the foe* remembering the duties of Ksbatnyas. Remember- 
iug the many foul wrongs inflicted upon him by Duryodbana, and bear- 



♦ Some texts read Srinjay tnuxm for /’andatanam.—' T, 
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ing in mind bis own vow, Bhiinasena bath slain hjnu Possessed of great 
might, Viada and Anuvinda, the two princes of Avanti, after achieving 
the most difficult feats, have gone to Yaroa’s abode. That hero who had 
under hi* sway ten kingdoms having Sindhu fur their chief, him who was 
ever obedient to thee, e/s., Jayadratha of mighty energy, O king. Aijuna 
hath slain after vanquishing eleven Akihauhinis of troops with hia keen 
arrows. Endued with great activity and incapable of being easily 
defeated in battle, this son of Duryodhana, ever obedient to his fire's 
commands, hath been slain by the son of Subhadra, The brave son of 
Dussasana, possessed of mighty arms and fierce in battle, hath been despatch- 
ed to Yama’s abode by Draupadi's son exerting himself with great prowess ! 
The ruler of the KiraUs and other dwellers of the lowlands on the sea- 
coast, the much respected and dear friend of the chief of the celestial 3 
himself, nr, the virtues king Bhagadatta, who was ever devoted to 
Kshatriya duties, hath been des|*tcbed to Yamas abode by Uhananjaya 
exerting himself great with prowess. The ktnsman of the Kauravaa, tbe 
son of Soraadatta, r/r., the brave and celebrated Bburisravas, O king, 
bath been slain by Sat yak i in battle. Tbe Amvashtha king Snitayus, 
that foremost of Kahatriyas, who used to career in battle moat fearlessly, 
hath been slaip by, Arjuna. Thy son Dusiaana, accomplished in arms and 
invincible in battle, and who w*» always wrathful, hath, O monarch, been 
slain by Bh'maseiUL Sudakshina, O king, who had many thousands of 
wonderful elephant*, hsth been slain in battUi by Arjuraa. The ruler of 
the Kosalas, having slain many hundieds of foes, hath himself been 
despatched to Yama’s abode by Subhadra's son exerting himself with 
prowess. Having fought with many thousands of foes and with tbe 
mighty car-warrioi Bhtmatcna hinuslf, thy sun Ciiiuasena bath been slain 
by Bhimascna. The brave younger brother of the ruler of the 
Madras, that enhancer of the fear? of foes, that handsome warrior armed 
with sword and shield, hath been slain by Subhadra' s son. He who was 
equal to Kama himself in battle, 0/s., Kama's son Vrishasena, accomplish- 
ed in arms, of mighty energy and steady prowess, hath, in the very sight 
of Kama, been despatched to Yaroa's abode by Dnananjaya who put forth 
hia prowess remembering the slaughter of his own son Abhrmanyu and 
bearing in mind the vow he had made. That lord of Earth, ws. f Snitayus, 
who always displayed a deep-routed antipathy towards the Paodavas, hath 
been *lain by Partha who reminded him of that antipathy before taking 
his life. Salya’s son of great j.rowws, O sire, 01s., Rukraaratha, hath, O 
king, been slain in battle by Sahadcva although the former happened 
to be the latter's brother, laving been the son of the latter's maternal tmcle- 
Tbc old king Bhagiratha, and Viihatksbatra the ruler of the Kaikcyas, 
both endued with great prowess and might and energy, lave been slain, 
bhagadatta’s son, O king, who was possessed of great wisdom and great 
strength, hath been slain by Nakula wbo always careers in battle with 
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the activity of the hawk. Tby grandsirc Vafhika, tiossessed of great might 
and prowess, hath, with ait his followers, been sUin by Hhimascna. The 
mighty Jay.Uscna the son of Jarasandha, the prince of the Magadhas, O 
kin*, lath been slain in battle by the high sou led son or Subbadra. Thy 
son Dumiukha, O king, as also thy other son Dussalia, that mighty car- 
warrior, both of whom were regarded as heroes, haw been slain l>y 
Bhimasena with his mace. Duunarshana and Durrisaha and the mighty 
cur- warrior Durjaya, having achieved the most difficult feats, have gone to 
Vaiua’s abode. 'Hie two brothers Kalirtga and Vrishaka, who were invincible 
in battle, having achieved very difficult feats, have gone to Yuma's abode. 
Thy counsellor Vrisliairarman of the Smta caste, endued with great energy, 
hath been despatched to Vanias abode by Bhimasena exerting himself 
with prowess. So also king i'aurava who was endued with the might of ten 
thousand elephants, hath, with all his followers, been slain by Pandu's 
son AtJuml The Vasilis, O king, numbering two thousand, effectual smiters 
uf all, as also the Surasenas* endued with great prowess, have ull been 
slain in battle. The Abhtsbaliai, clad in mail, capable of smiting effectual*), 
and fierce in battle, also the Si vis, those foremost of car- warriors, with 
the Kalingas, have ull been slain. Those other heroes also, (tie., the 
Mtrayata Gefas,) who live and grew in Gokula, who were exceedingly wrathful 
in battle, and who never retreated from the field, have been slain by 
Savy&sachin.* Many thousands of Srenis, as also the Sssfin/AvAsi, approach* 
ing Arjuna, have atl repaired to the abode of Yama. Thy two brollwrs* 
in-law, ois., the princes Vrisbaka and Achala, who were endued with 
great prowess, have for thy sale been slain by Sav)aflicbio. King Salwa 
4 if mighty aims and fierce deeds, who was a great bowman both in name 
and feats, bath been slain by Bhimasena Oghavat, O king, and Vrisbwnu, 
fighting together in battle and exerting themselves with great vigor fur live 
sxko of their ally, have both retired to Yauia’s abode. So also tliat 

furemust of car-warriors, sirs., Kshemadhurti, O monarch, hath been 

slain m tattle by Bhimasena with his mace. So also tliat great 

bowman, p/s., the mighty king Jalasandha, after causing an immense 
carnage, bath been slain by Satyaki in battle. That prince ot A‘akthai*is % 
rii , Alayudha, uiUu whose vehicle were yoked asses (of monstrous sha|*:> 
hath been despatched to Yama’s abode by Ghatntkacbo exerting himself 
with great prowess Rad ha’s son of the Suta caste, and those migliiy 
car warriors whu were his brothers, and Ike Ksikeyas, the Ma lavas. the 
Modmka.%, the Dravida* of fierce prowess, the Yaudheyas, the f^alittyas, 
the Kshudrakas, the Usinarus, the Mavellakis, the Tundikents, the Savi- 
triputras, the Kastercers, the Nothernem, the Westerners, arid the Southerners, 
Olsire, have all been slain by Savyasachin. Large bands of footsoWiers, 

♦ ApavrUtakaviras is explained by Nilakantha at. "unretreating 

heroes/— T. 
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myriads i upon myriad* of steeds, Urge numbers! of car>warriora, and 
giany huge elephants, have heen shin. Many heroes alto, with standards 
and weapons, and with armour and attire and ornaraenta, and endued 
with perseverance and possessed of high birth and good conduct, Have been 
Slain in battle by Partha who is never fatigued with exertion. Others, 
endued wath immeasurable might, and desirous of slaying their foes, (have 
met with a similar fate). These and many other kings, numbering thou- 
sands with their followers, have, O monarch, been slain in battle. That 
which thou askest me 1 am answering now. Even thus did the deumetion 
take place when Arjuru and Kama fought. Even as Mahendra slew Vritra, 
aud Rama slew Ravana ; even as Krishna slew Naraka or Mura in battle ; 
even as the mighty Rama of Khrigu's race slew die heroic Kartaviryya, 
invincible in battle, with all his kinsmen and friends, after fighting a 
terrible battle celebrated through the three worlds ; even as Skanda slew (the 
Aiura) Mahislu, and Rudra slew (the A sura) Andhaka, even so hath 
Arjuna, O king, in single combat, shun, with all his kinsmen, that foremost 
of smiter*, tit., Kama, who was invincible in battle and upon whom the 
Dhartaraahtras bad placed their hopes of victory, and who was the great 
c alike Of the hostility with tbc Pandavas I Pandu’s snn hath now acoom pish- 
ed that which at one time thou eouldst not believe him capable of accomplish- 
ing, although, O monarch, well-meaning friends failed not to apprise thee 
of it That calamity, fraught witn great destruction, hath now come \ 
Thou, O king, wishing them well, hast heaped chose evils on the heads 
of thy covetous sons f Tbc fruit of those evils is now manifesting itself I* w 



SECTION VI 

“Dhritarashtra said,— Thou hast, 0 son, mentioned the names nf those 
of* my side that have been slain in battle by the Pandavas. Tell me 
now, O Sanjaya, the names of those amongst the Pandavas that have 
been slain by the people of my side I” 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘The K units, possessed of great prowess in battle, 
endued with great energy and great might, have been slain in fight by 
Bhtshma, with all their kinsmen and advisers. The Narayanas, the Valabhadras, 
and hundreds of ocher heroes, all devoted (to the Pandavas) have been 
slain in battle by the heroic Bhisbma.* Satyajit, who was eiju&l to the 
diadem-decked Arjuna himself in battle as regards energy and might, 
hakh been slain in battle by Dronn of sure aim. Many mighty bowmen 
among the Pancbalat, all of whom were skilled in battle, encountering 
Tirana, have repaired to Yami's abode. So the two kings Virata and 
Drupada, both venerable in years, who exerted themselves with great 

* I adopt the Bombay reading — T. 
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prowess for their ally, have, with their sons, been slain in battle by 
Drona. That invincible hero, n: , Abhiraanyu, who, though a child in 
years, was still equal in battle to Arjuna or Kesava or Valadeva, O lord, that, 
warrior who was highly accomplished in battle, after making an immense 
slaughter of tlie fee, was at last encompassed by six foremost of car-warriofB and 
slain by them. Unable to resist Arjuna himself, they thus slew Arjuna'* ton I 
Deprived of his car, that hero, vit. % the son of Subhadra, still stayed in battle, 
remembering the duties of a Kshatriya. At last, O king, Dussasana 1 * son, slew 
him on the field. The slayer of the Patachcbaras, ns., the handsome son of 
Amv&shtha, surrounded by a large force, had put forth all his prowess for 
the sake of bis allies. Having made a great slaughter among the foe, he 
was encountered by Duryodhana's son, the brave Lakshmana, in battle and 
despatched to Yuma's abode. The mighty bowman Vribanta, accomplished 
in arms and invincible in battle, hath been despatched to Yaiaa’fl 
abode by Duwasana exerting bimself with gTcat prowess. The two kings 
Minimal and Dandadhaii, both of whom were invincible in battle and had 
put forth their prowess for their allies, have been slain by Drona. Ansumat 
the ruler of the Bbojas, that mighty car-warrior at the head of his own force*, 
hath been despatched to Yarns’! abode by Drona exerting himself with great 
prowess. Chitrasena, the ruler of the sea-coast, with hi* ton, O Bharata, hath 
been forcibly despatched by Samudrasena to Yama's abode. Another ruler 
of a maritime country, vii , Nila, and Vyagbradatta of great energy, have both, 
O king, been despatched to Yama's abode by Aswathaman. Chitrayudha, and 
Chitrayodhin, after making a great slaughter, have both been slain in battlo 
by Vikaroa exerting himself with great prowess and displaying diverse 
manucevrc* of hb car. The chief of the Kaikey**, who was equal to Vrikodara 
himself in battle and surrounded by Kaikeya warriors, has been slain by 
Kaikcya, the brother by the brother. Janamejaya of the billy country, endued 
with great prowess and accomplished in encounters with the mace, hath, O 
king, been slain by tby son Durmukha. Those two foremost of men, tVt., 
the brothers Rochamana, like two brilliant planets, have together been 
despatched to heaven by Drona with his shafts. Many other kings, O 
monarch, endued with great prowess, had fought (for the Pandivas.) Having 
achieved the most difficult feats, all of them have gone to Yama's abode. 
Purujit and Kuntibboja, the two maternal uncles of Savyasachin, have been 
despatched by Drona with shaft* to such regions as are by death in 
battle. Abhibhu the ruler nf the K&cis, at the head of many of bis followers, 
hath been obliged by Vasudana's son to lay down bis life in battle. Yudha- 
manyu of immeasurable prowess, and Uttamaujaa of great energy, after 
slaying hundreds of heroic warriors, have themselves been^stain by our men. 
The PaucbaU prince Mitravarman, also Ksbatradharman, O Bharata, those 
two foremost of bowmen, have been despatched to Yama's abode -by Drona. 
Sikhandin’s #on Kshatradeva, that foremost of wirnon, possessed of great 
bravery, hath, O king, been slain bj thy grandson Lakshmana, O sire 1 The 
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two heroes Suchitra and Chitravarman, wbe were sire and son and>ndued with 
great might, and who careered fearlessly in battle, have been slain by Drona. 
Vardhakshemi, O monarch, who vu like the ocean at full tide, having bad 
his weaponi exhausted in batik, hath at last obtained undisturbed peace. 
That foremost of Sutas, tie., Senavindu, having consumed many foes in battle, 
hath, at last, O king, been slain by Valhika. Dhrishtaketu, O monarch, that 
foremost of car-warriors among the Chedis, after accomjriUhing the most 
difficult feats, hath repaired tu the abode of Yanu. Similarly, the heroic 
Satyadhriti, endued with great pruwesr, having made a great slaughter in 
battle for the sake of the Panda* * 1 , baa been despatched to Yama's abode. 
That lord of Earth, tiV, Suketu the son of Sisupala, having slain many 
foes, hath at last been slain by Drona in battle. Virata's son Sankha, as 
also Uttar a of great strength, having accomplished the most difficult lean, have 
repaired to Yama's abode. Similarly Satyadhriti of the Malsyas, and 
Madiraswa of great energy, and Suryadalta possessed of great prowess, (save 
all been slain by Drona with his shafts. Srenimat also, O monarch, having 
fought with great prowess and accomplished the most difficult feats, hath 
repaired to Yama's abode. Similarly the chief of the Mag ad has, that slayer of 
hostile heroes, endued with great energy and acquainted with the highest 
weapons, slccpcth on the field of battle, shin by bhiahma Vasudana also, 
having made an immense carnage in battle, has been despatched to Yama's 
abode by Bbaradwaja's ton exerting bicnsclt with great prowess. These and 
many other mighty car-warriors of the Pandavas have been stain by Drona 
exerting himself with great energy. I have now told them all that thou 
badst asked me.' ” 



SECTION Vlb 

"Dhritarashtra said, — “When all the foremost of my warriors, O Sanjaya, 
have perished, I do not think that the remnant of my army will not 
perish I When those two heroes, those twrr mighty bowmen, those two foremost 
of the Kurus, viz , Rhishraa and Drona, lave been slain, what use can I any 
longer have with life ? 1 cannot also brook the death of Radha's son, 
that ornament of battle, the might of whose arms was as great as that 
of ten thousand elephants 1 O foremost of speakers, tell mo now, O Safa, 
who are yet alive in my army after the death of all the foremost heroes l 
Thou hast told me the names of those that have fallen. It seems, however, 
to me that they who arc still alive are almost all dead I* 

“Sanjaya said,— “That hero, O king, tu whom Drona, that foremost of 
Brahmanas, imparted many blazing, celestial, and mighty weapons of the 
four kinds, that mighty car-warrior, possessed of skill and lightness of 
hands, that hero of firm grasp, strong weapons, and powerful shafts, that 
bigh-eoulcd son of Drona, capable of shooting to a great distance, is still 
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on the field, desirous of battling for thy sake. That dweller of the Atari* 
country, that son of Hiridika, that mighty car-warrior, that foremost one among 
the Sstwatas, that chief of the Bbojas, rit f Kritararraan, accomplished 
in arms, is on the field, desirous of battle. Artiyana's son, dauntless 
in battle, that first Of warriors, that foremost of all yet on thy side, he, 
fii, that abandoned his own sister's sons, the Panda van, for making his own 
words true, that hero endued with great activity who promised in the presence 
of Yudhishtbira that be would in battle depress the proud spirit of Kama, 
that invincible Salym, who it equal unto Sakra himself in energy, » still on 
the held, desirous of battling for thy sake. Accompanied by his own force 
consisting of Ajaneyas, Saindhavis, mountaineers, dwellers of riparian regions, 
Kamvojas, and Vanayus, the king of the (Jandbaraa staytth on the field, 
desirous of battling for thy sake. Saradwat’s son called Gautama, O king, 
endued with mighty arms and capible of fighting with diverse Weajions in 
diverse beautiful ways, talcing up a beautiful and large bow capable of bearing 
a great strain, stayetb on the^field, do&irous of battle. That mighty car-warrior, 
ns., the son of the ruler of the Kaikcyas, riding on a goodly car equip* with 
standard and goodly steeds, sUycth on the field, O chief of Kuru's race, 
for battling for thy sake. Thy son also, that foremost of heroes in Kuru's race, 
ns , Purumitra, O king, riding on his car possessed of the eftukgenotj of fire 
or the Sun, stayeth on the field, like the Sun himself shining brilliantly in 
the cloudless firmament Duryudhana also, endued with great energy, in the 
midst of an elephant force and accompanied, by many fure mo it of combatants, 
stayeth on h« car adorned with gold, desirous of engaging m battle. 4 In the 
midst of many kings, that foremost of men, possessed of the splendour 
of a lotus, looked resplendent in his beautiful armour of gold like a fire with 
little smoke or the Sun emerged from the clouds. So also thy sons Susbcna, 
armed with sword and shield, and die heroic Satyasena, are staying, with 
Chitrasena, their hearts full of joy and themselves desirous uf battle. Endued 
with modesty, the Bbarala princes Cbitrayudha, Srutavarmau, and Jaya, and 
Data, and Satyavrata, and Dussala, all of whom are possessed of great nrigh^ 
stay on the field, desirous of battle. t The ruler of the Kanavya*, that prince* 
I wo ud of his courage, and capable of fearlessly careering in battle and slaying his 
foes, |Kjssewing foot-soldiers and cavalry, and elephants and cars, stayeth 
on the field, desirous of battling for tby sake. The heroic SniUyu and 
Srutayudha, and Cbitrangada and Chiiravarman, those foremost of men, those 
pToud warriors capable of smiting effectually and possessed of sureness of 
aim, stay on the field, desirous of battle. The high-souled Saty&sandha, 
the son of Kerns, stayetb on tbc field, desirous of battle. Two other 



4 The second half of of the first line of 15 is read differently in the Bombay 
edition. ’Hie Calcutta reading, which 1 adopt, is unquestionably bettcT.— T. 
t A different reading occurs in the Bombay editjon.~-T. 
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sons of Kama, possessing a knowledge of high weapons and endued 
with great lightness of hands, arc both staying, O king, at the head of 
forces that are Urge and incapable of being pierced by warriors of little 
energy, desirous of balding for thy sake.* Accompanied by these heroes 
and by many other foremost of warriors, O king, that are possessed of 
immeasurable might, the Kura king (Ihiryodbans) is staying like a second 
Indr a in the midst of his elephant division in expectation of victory I* 

•'Dbritarashtra said,— ‘‘Thou hast told me duly all tint are alive both 
amongst us and tbe foe. From this I plainly see on which side the victory 
will be. Indeed, it may be inferred from the facta’ ” 

VaUauipayana continued,— "While saying tbit, Dhritarashtra the son of 
Amvika, having learnt that only a small portion of bis army was alive, 
for all his foremost of warriors had died, felt his heart to be exceedingly 
agitated by grief. The king swooned away. Partially restored to fus 
tenses, he addressed Sanjaya, saying,— 'Wait for a moment I’ And the king 
said, — *0 son, having heard of this dire calamity, my heart is greatly 
agitated. My senses are being stupefied, and my limbs are about to be 
paralysed f— Having said these words. Dbrittrashtra the son of Amvika, that 
lord of Earth, lost his senses and (ell down on the Earth.’ M 



SECTION VIII. 

Janaraejaya said,— "Having heard of Kama’s fall and the slaughter 
of bis sons, what, O foremost of regenerate ones, did the king say, after 
be had been a little comforted ? Indued, poignant was the grief that he 
experienced, arising from the calamity that befell bis sons 1 Tell ruts, I 
ask thee, all dial the king said on that occasion f" 

Vaisampnyana waid,— ' “Hearing of the slaughter of Kama that was 
incredible and astounding, that was dreadful and capable of paralysing 
the senses of all creatures, that looked like the downfall of Meru, or a 
never-to-be-believed clouding of the intellect of the wise Sukra, or the defeat 
of Indra of terrible feats at the hands of his foes, or the falling down 
on tbe Earth of tbe resplendent Sun from the firmament, or a scarcely 
to-be-comprehended drying up [of the ocean, that receptacle of inexhaustible 
waters, or the annihilation, perfectly astounding, of tbe Earth, the firmament, 
the points of the compass and the waters, or the froitlcaincss of acts 
both virtuous and sinful, king Dhritarashtri, having earnestly reflected for 
sometime on it, thought that his army had been annihilated. Thinking 
that other creatures also, as unslayable a* Kama, would meet with a 
similar fate, king Dhritarashtra the son of Amvika, scorched with grief and 



f This is a triplet.— T. 
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sighing like a snake, with limbs almost palsied, drawing long breaths, highly 
cheerless, and tilled with melancholy, l>cgan to lament, saying , — O and 
Alas. Ami the king said, — O Sanjaya, the heroic son of Adhiratha was 
endued with the prowess of the lion or the elephant 1 His neck was 
as thick as that of a bull, and his eyes, gait, and voice were like the bull’s ! 
Of limbs as hard as the thunder bolt, that young man, like a bull never 
flying away from a bull,never desired from battle even if his foe happen- 
ed to be the great Indra himself ! At the sound of his bowstring and 
palms and at the whin of his arrowy showers men and stccdB and cars 
and elephants fled away from battle. Relying upon that mighty-armed 
one, that slayer of large bands of foes, that warrior of unfading glory, 
Duryodhina had provoked hostilities with those mighty car-warriors, f fa, 
the sons of Pandu ! How then could ICarna, that foremost of car warriors, 
that tiger among men, that hero of irresistible onset, be forcibly slain by Partha 
in battle ? Relying on the might of his own arms, he always disregarded 
Kesava of unfading glory, and Dhananjayn, and the Vriihnis, and all other 
foes I Often did he use to my unto the foolish, avaricious, crest-fallen, 
kingdom-coveting, and afflicted Duryodhaoa even such words as these, r it , — 
Alone, 1 shall, in battle^ throw town from their foremost of tars , thou two 
inttindbU warriors united together, n's., the wiiidtr of Sarnia and the wi eider of 
Gandira I— He had subjugated many invincible and mighty foes, n*., the 
Gandharas, ike Madrakas,the Musyas, the Trigartas, the Tanganas, the Khaaas, 
the Panclialas, the Vidchat, the Kulindas, the Kasi-aosalas, the Subraaa, the 
Angas, the Nishadhas, tho Pundms, the Kicbakaa, the Vatsas, the Kalingaa, 
the Taralas, the Asmakai, and the Kishikas. Subjugating all these brave 
races, by means of his keen and whetted arrows equipt with feathers, 

that foremost of car-warriors vis., Radha's son, had caused all of them to pay 
tribute to us for the aggrandisement of l)ury:>dbana. A’as, bow could that 
warrior acquainted with celestial weapons, that protector of armies, vis., Kama 
the son of Vikartana, called also Vrhha, of mighty energy, be slain in 
battle by his foes, the heroic and mighty sons of Panda ? As Indra is tho 
foremost of gods, Kama was the foremost of men. In the three worlds no 
third person I has been beard of by us to be like them. Amongst steeds, 
Uchchaisravar is the foremost ; amongst Yahshas , Vaisravana is the foremost ; 
amongst celestials, Indra is the foremost ; amongst smiters, Kama was the 
foremost Unvanquished by even the most heroic and the mightiest of 
monarch*, he bad, for Duryodhana's aggrandisement subjugated the whole 
Earth. The ruler of Magadha having by conciliation and honours obtained 
Kama for a friend, had challenged all the Kshatriyas of the world, except 
the Kauravas and the Yadavas, to battle. Hearing that Kama hath been slain 
by Savyasachin in single combat I am plunged in an ocean of woe like 
a wtcckcd vessel in the vasty deep ! Indeed, hearing that that foremost of 
men, that best of car-warriora, hath been slain in single combat, I am sinking 
in an ocean of grief like & person without a raft in the sea 1 When, O Sadjaya, 
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1 do not dia of even such grief, I think ray heart if impenetrable and made 
of somethin* harder than the thunder-bole. Hearing of the defeat and 
humiliation of kinsmen and relatives and allies, who else in the world, O Suta, 
save my wretched self, would not yield up his life ? I desire to have poison or 
fire or a fall from tho summit of a mountain! lam unable. O San jay*, to 
bear this heavy load of grief P " 



SECTION IX. 

"Saojaya mid,— The world regards the© to b© equal to Yayati the son of 
NahuBba, in beauty, birth, fame, asceticism, and learning ! Indeed, in 
learning, thou art, O king, like a great Rishi, highly accomplished and crowned 
with success ! Summon thy fortitude ! Do nut yield to grief V 

“Phritarashtra said,— 4 I think Destiny is supreme, and Exertion fruitless, 
since even Kama, who was like a Sata tree, hath been slain in battle ! Having 
slaughtered Yudhishtbira's army and the large throngs of the Funchal* car- 
warriors, liaviiig scorched all the points of the compass by means of hit arrowy 
showers, having stupified the Part has in battle like the wieldcr of the thunder- 
bolt stupifying the Amra$ % alas, how could that mighty car warrior, slain by 
tbc foe, fall down on the Earth like a large tree uprooted by the tempest ? 
Indeed, I do not behold the cad of my sorrows like a drowning man unable 
to see the end of the ocean ! My anxieties are increasing, I do not desire to 
live, hearing of Kama's death and Phalguni's victory ! Indeed O Sanjaya, 
1 regard the slaughter of Kama to be highly incredible. Without doubt, thu 
hard heart of min© is nude of the essence of adamant, for it does not burst 
into a thousand fragments upon hearing of the fall of Korn* !* Without doubt, 
the gods ordained, before (my birth), a very long life for me, since sore distressed 
on hearing of the death of Kama, I do not die ! Fie, O Sanjaya, on this life 
of one that is destitute of fnends t Brought today, O Sanjaya, to this 
wretched plight, miserably shall I have to live, of foolish understanding that 
I am, pitied by all ! Having formerly been the honored of the whole world, 
how shill I, O Svfa, live, over ridden by foes ? From pain to greater pun 
and calamity, have 1 ojine, O Sanjaya. in consequence of the fall of Hhishraa 
and Drona and the high-aoulcd Kama 3 I do not see that any one (of my 
army) will escape with life when the Suin'* son hath been slain in battle I 
He was the great raft, O Sanjaya, to my sons !J That hero having shot 
innumerable arrows, hath been slain in* battle I What use have I of life, 
without that bull among men ? Without doubt, the son of Adbiratho, afflicted 



* The Bombay edition reads this verse with a slight variation. — T. 
t A triplet in the Bengal texts. — T. 

1 Tbc Bengal texts have faram ; the Bombay edition reads farram, I 
adopt the latter.— T. 
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frith arrows, fell down from hi* car, tike a mountain -peak riven by the fall of 
thunder ! Without doubt, bathed in blood, be lieth, adorning the Earth, 
like an elephuit slam by an infuriate prince of elephants 1 He who eat 
the strength of the Dlunarshtras, be who was an object of fear to the 
son* of Panda, alas, he. vis , Kama, that pride of all buwraen, hath 
been slain by Arjuna ? He was a hero, a mighty bowman, the dispeller 
nf tlie fears of my sons ! Alas, that hero, reft of life, lieth (on the Earth), 
like mountain struck down by lndra The fulfilment of Duryodhaaa’s 
wishes is even like locomotion to one that is lame, or the gratification of the 
poor man’s desire, or stray drops of water to une that is thirsty ! Planned in 
one way, our schemes end otherwise. Alas, Destiny is all pjwcrful, and Time 
incapable of being transgressed ! Was my son DuastMOA, O Suta, slain, while 
flying away from the field, humbled (to the dust), of cheerless soul, and 
destitute of all manliness ? O son, O Sanjaya, l hope be did no dastardly 
act on that occasion ? Did not that hern meet with his death like the other 
Kshatriyas that have fallen ?* The foolish Duryodbana did not accept 
Yudhisblhira's constant advice, wholesuine as medicine, against the propriety 
of battle. Possessed of gteat renown, Partha, when begged for drink by 
Bhishma then lying on his arrowy bed, pierced the surface of the Earth 1 
Beholding the jet of water caused by the son of Pindu, the mighty-armed 
(Bhishma, addressing Duryudluma), said,— O sire, make peace with the 
Pandavas ! Hostilities ceasing, peaco will be thine 1 Let the war between 
thyself and tfiy cousins end with me ! Enjoy the Earth in brotberhness with 
the sons of Panda I— Having disregarded those counsels, my child n certainly 
repenting now. That has now come to pass which Bbsthni* of great foresight 
said. As regards myself, O Sanjaya, ! am destitute of counsellors and reft 
of won* l In consequence of gambling, I am fallen into great misery like 
a bird shorn of its wings l As children engaged in sport, O San jaya, having 
seized a bird and cut off its wings, merrily release it, but the creature cannot 
achieve loootnotion in consequence of its winglesaness ; even to have I 
become, like a bird shorn of its wings 1 Weak, destitute of every resource, 
without kinsmen, and deprived of relatives and friends cheerless and over- 
powered by enemies to which point of the compass shall I go ? He who 
vanquished all the Kamvojas and tbe Amvashthas with the Kaikeyas, that 
puissant one, who, having for the accomplishment of his purpose vanquished 
the Garni boras and the Vidcbas in battle, subjugated the whole Earth for the 
sake of Duryodhana’s aggrandisement, alas, he hath been vanquished by the 
heroic and strong Pandavas endued with mighty arms I Upon the slaughter, in 
battk, of that mighty bowman, wa. t Kama, by the diadem derked (Arjuno), 
tell me, O Sanjaya, who were these heroes that stayed (on the field) 1 I 
hope he was not alone and abandoned (by friends) when slain in battle 
by the Pandavas ? Tliou hast. O wre, told me, before this, how our 



• The Bombay edition reads mitranam for futranam. — T. 
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brave warriors have fallen.* With liist powerful shafts Si k hand in felled in 
battle that foremost of all wieldcrs of weapons, w, Bbishma, who did nothing 
to repel the attack. Similarly, O San jay*, Drupsdas ton Dhrigliladyumua, 
uplifting his scimitar, slew the mighty bowman Drona who, already pierced 
with many arrows, had laid aside bis weapons in battle and devoted himself to 
Yaga t These two were both slain at a disadvantage and etporiully by deceit 
Even this is what 1 have heard about the slaughter of Bbishma and Druna 1 
Indeed, Bhishma and Drona, while contending in fight, were incapable of being 
slain in battle by the wielder of the thunder bolt himself by fair means. This 
that I tell thee is the truth 1 As regards Kama, how, indeed, could Death 
touch him, that hero equal unto Indra himself, while he was engaged in 
shooting his manifold celestial weapons ? He unto whom, in exchange 
for his ear-rings, Purandara had given that foe-slaying, gold docked, and 
celestial dart of the splendour of lightning,— be who had. lying (within his 
quiver) amid sandal dust, that snake- mouthed celestial arrow decked with gold, 
cquipt with g<Kxlly wings, and ca|iable of staying all foci,— he who, disregard- 
ing those heroic and mighty car-warriors having Bhishma and Druna at their 
head, bad acquired from Jamadagni’* am the terrible Brahma weapon, — 
that mighty-arracd one, who, luring seen the watrioca with Drona at their 
bead afflicted with arrows and turn away from tho field, bad cut ofT with his 
keen shafts the bow of Subhadra's son, — he who, having in a trice deprived 
the invincible Bhimaaena endued with the might of ten thousand clephaots and 
the speed of the wind, of his oar, had laughed at him,— he who, having van- 
quished Sahadeva by means of his straight shafts and made him earless, slew 
him not from compassion and cutiside rations of virtue,— he who, with Sakra's 
dart, slew that prince of Rahshatoi, vh. t Ghatotkacha, who fruiu desire of 
victory, had invoked a thousand kinds of illusions,— he whose feats in battle, 
filling Dhananiaya with fear, had made the latter fur such a long period avoid 
a single combat with him,— wlo*. how could that hero be slain in battle K 
How could he be slain by foes unless one of these had happened to him tvs., 
the destruction of his car, the snapping of his bow, and the exhaustion ol 
his weapons ? Who could vanquish that tiger among men, like a real tiger, 
endued with great impetuosity, ris., Kama, while shaking his formidable bow 
and shooting therefrom bis terrible shafts .*.nd celestial weajions in battle t 
Surely, his bow broke, or his car sank in die Earth, or bis weapons became 
exiiausted, since thou tellest me that l>c is *Uin 1 I do not, indeed, see any 
other cause foe (explaining) hii slaughter I That bigh-wnded one who had 



* The Bengal texts rightly read liras in the secotfi line.— T. 
t A triplet in the Bengal texts.— T. 

t Three lines occur after this in the Bombay edition. The Uengil texts 
omit them rightly, I think. In those lines Dbntarasbtra chaiges Arjuna 
with having made his engagement with the S*msafCakas a pretext for avoiding 
Kama. Such an accusation would be absurd.— T\ 
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made tba terrible vow—/ sw7f not wash my feet till /day rkalguni,—iho.t 
warrior through whose fear Out bull among men, viu, king Yi>dh»6hthLra 
the just, had not, in the wilderness for thirteen yeirs continuously, obtained 
a wink of sleep, — that high-*oulcd hero of griat prowess relying upon whose 
valour my son had forcibly dragged the wife of the Pandav.is to the assembly* 
and there in the midst of l hat conclave, ;n the very sight of the P&nd.ivas and 
in the presence ol the Kurus lutd addressed the princess of PaiichaU as the 
strife of slaves, — that hero of the Suti t caste, who in the midst of the assembly 
had addressed Krishna, flaying, — AU thy husbands, O AWfAntf, that are eten 
tike sessamnm reeds without kernel, are no more, therefore, seek somi other 
husband, O thou of the fairest complexion !— and in wrath had caused her tu 
listen to other expressions equally iiarsh and rude, how was that hem slain 
by the foe ? He who hod said unto Ouryudhana even these words, Wf.,— 
(f fi frisk ma who boasteth of hi* prowess in battle or Drona who is invincible in 
fight, doth not from partiality, slay the sons of Kunti, 0 DunoJhana, even 
licit l slay them all, Ut the fever of thy heart he dispelled ! —who also said, — 
What will (Arjuna's) GaneUta and the two inexhaustible futon do to that 
shaft of mint, smeared with £jj! inn lot -paste, when it will Coarse through the 
ureihin ?— alas how could that warrior possessed of shoulders broad as those 
of the ball* be slain by Arjuna ? He who, disregarding the fierce touch of 
the arrows shot from Candita had addressed Krishna, saying, — Thou hast 
no husbands m>w !— and glared at the Pandava*, — he who, O Sanjaya, relying 
on the might of his own arm?, had entertained no Icar, for even a moment, 
of the PaUhas with their sunn and Janarddana,— he. 1 think, could not 
possibly meet with death at the hands of the very gods with Vaiava at their 
head rushing against hiiu in fury, what then need 1 say, 0 sire, of the 
Panda* ts > The |*crsun could not be seen competent to stay lieforc the son 
of Adhiratlu, while the Utter, {Hitting on his fences, used to touch the 
bowstring ! It was [Mmiblc for die Mirth to lie destitute of the splendour 
of the Sun, of the Moan, ut of fire, but the death of tliat foremost of man, 
that never retreated from battle, could not be possible. That foolish 
child of mine, of wicked understanding, who having got Kama, as also 
his brother Dussasana, foe his ally, had made up b>9 mind for the 
rejection nf Vasudeva’s proposals, surely, that wight, beholding the slaughter of 
the bull-shouldeicd Kama and of Dussusana, is now indulging in Zamenlatiun* ! 
Seeing Vikartana'a sun slain in single combat by Savy* Bedim, uni the 
Pandavas crowned with victory, what, indeed, did Ihiryodbana say ? Seeing 
Dunnarshana slain in battle and Vridusena also, and seeing bis hust break 
when slaughtered by mighty car-warrior*, beholding al«o the kings (of his 
arvny) turn back their fafics, intent on flight, and bis car-wairiors already fled, 
1 think that son uf mine is now indulging in lamentations 1 Beholding bis 
host dispirited, what, indeed, did the ungovernable, proud, and foolish 
Duryodhana, with passion* not under control, say-? Having himself 

provoked such fierce hostility though dissuaded by all his friends, what, 
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indeed, did Duryodhana, who has suffered a great loss In battle a ( friends 
and followers, say ? Beholding his brother sUin in battle by Hhimasena, 
and upon his blood being drunk, what, indeed, did Duryodhana say ? My 
son had, with the ruler of the Oandharras, said, — Kama will day Arjuna in 
battle ! — When he saw that Kirna slain, what, indeed, did he 
say ? What, 0 sire, did Sakuni tike son of Suvala, who had formerly been 
hi led with juy after going through the match at dice and cheating the sun 
of Pandu, say when he siw Kama slain? What did that mighty car-warrior 
among the Satwatas, that great bowman, r/j., Kriuv.tnuan the son of Hridika, 
say when he snw Vaikartana slain ? ICndued with youtli, possessed of a 
handsome form, agreeable to the sight, and celebrated throughout the world, 
what, O Sanjaya, did A«w*ttham*n, the intelligent son of Drona, upon whom 
Btahmanas anil Kshatiiyas and Vaisyas that are desirous of acquiring the 
science of arms wait, for protect inn*, say when lie saw Kama slain ? W’liat 
did S ar nd wat's son Kripa, O sire, of GoUma’t race, that foremost of car- 
warriors, that teacher of the science of arms, cay when he saw Kama slain ? 
What did tho mighty lender of tho Madras warriors, that king of the Madras, 
n't., the great bowman Salya of the Sauviia clan, that ornament of assemblies, 
that foremost of car -warriors (temporarily) engaged in driving the car, st.y when 
ho saw Kama slain ?■ W’liat &]*> did all the other warriors, d ifficult of defeat 
in battle, vis , those lords of earth that came to fight, say, 0 Sanjaya, when 
they beheld Vaik.vtana slain ? After the fall of the heroic Drona, that tiger 
among rar - arriors, that bull among men, who O Sanjaya, became the heads 
of the several divisions in their order ? Tell me, O Sanjaya, how that foremoft 
of car-warriors, w’». r Salya tho ruler of the Madras, became engaged in 

driving the car of VaiknrUru 1 Who were they that guarded the right wheel 

rtf the Sura's son while the latter was ertgigeJ in fhjht, and who were 
they that guarded his left wbtJ, and who were they that stood at 
the rear of that hero ? Who were those hemes tlkat did 

not desert Kama, and who were those mean fellows that ran away ? 
How was the mighty car-warrior Kama slain amidst your united selves ? 
How alg; did those mighty car-warriors, ns., the brave Panda vab, 
advance against him shooting showers of shafts like the cloud* pouring 
torrents of rain Tel! me also, O Sanjayw, how that mighty slusft, celestial 
and foremost of its species, and equip! with a head like that of a serpent, 
became futile ! I do not, O Sanjaya, see the possibility of even a small 
remnant nf my cheerless host being saved when its leaders have been 

crushed !j Hearing of the »lauahtt.r of those two hemes, tlmse two mighty 

• Though a great car warrior, Salya consented, at Duryodban's request, 
to drive Karna*6 car during the latter's engagement with Arjuna — T. 

i The Bengal reading PanJavaseAa Kalham is better than the Bombay 
reading PanJavaseha Swyam. — T. 

J The Bengal reading Htfvtsahs&a is preferable to the Bombay reading 
IfatotseJhaty a. The latter, although accepted l»y Nilakantha, would in- 
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bowmen, rf*., Rhtshma and Drona, who were ever ready to lay down their 
live* for my sake, what use have I of life ?• Again and again I am unable 
to endure that Karna. the might of whose arm* equalled that of ten thousand 
elephants, should be flain by the Pundavas I Tell me, O Sanjaya, all that 
occurred in the battle between the brave warriors of the Knuravas and their 
foes, aftei the death of Drona \ Tell me also how the sons of Kunti fought 
the battle with Kama, and how that slayer of foes received liis quietus in 
the ffcht P " 



SECTION X. 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘After the fall of live mighty bowman Drona cm that day, 
O Bharata, and after the purport had been baffled of ilvat mighty car-warrior, 
Wi, the son of Drona, and after lire vasty army, O monarch, of the Kauruvas 
had fled away, Porthn, buying Arrayed his own troops, stayed on the field with 
his brother a. Perceiving him staying on the field, thy ion, O hull of Bharata's 
race, seeing his own army running away, rallied them with great courage. 
Having caused his divisions to tike up their stand, thy son, O Bharat a, relying 
on rhe might of his arms, fought for a long time with his foes, the Pandavas, 
who, having gained their end, were filled with joy and had been struggling 
for hours together. On the approach there of the evening twilight, he caused 
the troops to be whuhdrawn. Having caused lire withdrawal of their troops, 
and having entered their own encampment, the Kauravas held with one 
another a consultation about their own welfare, seated like the celestials on 
costly couches overlaid with rich coverlets, and on excellent seats and luxurious 
beds. Then king Duryodhana, addressing those mighty bowmen in agreeable 
and highly sweet expression, spoke the following words suited to the occasion. 

“Duryodhana said, — Ye foremost of intelligent men, declare all of you, 
without dcaly, your opinions I Under these circumstance!, ye kings, what is 
necessary and what is still more necessary ?— •' 

“Sanjay continued, — 'When that prince of men had spoken those words, 
those lions among men, seated on their thrones, made various gestures 
expressive of their desire nf battle. Observing ihe indications of those who 
were all desirous of pouring tbeir lives as libations on the hattle-flre, and 
beholding the monarch's face radiant os the morning bun, the preceptor's 
son endued with intelligence and Accomplished in speech, said these words 
Enthusiasm, opportunity, skill, and policy, — the*! are the means declared, 
by the learned, to be capable of accomplishing all ends. They are, however, 

yulve a pleonasm in view uf the ‘allusion to the kukud being crushed. Kukud 
literally means the bump of a bull ; hr -one, a leader of leaders.— -T. 

* Tyktijivita often iaspl es one ready to laydown his life, and notone 
that has laid down bis life. Compare Drona Parvam , sec, XXV verse 9. 
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dependent on Destiny. Those foremost of men we had on our aide, equal 
unto the celestials, mighty car wart iocs all, possessed of policy, devoted, 
accomplished, and loyal, have been slain. For all that w« should not despair 
of victory. If all these means be properly applied, eren Destiny may be made 
propitious. All of us. therefore, O Bharata, shall instill Kama, that foremost 
of men, endued besides with every accomplishment, in the command of the 
arniy I Making Kama our commander, we shall crush our foes. This Kama 
is endued with great might ; he is a hero, accomplished in weapons, and 
incapable of defeat in battle. Irresistible as Yams himself, be Is quite 
competent to vanquish our foes in battle I— Hearing these words from the 
preceptor's son, thy son, 0 king, at that time, built great hopes on Kama. 
OieriOting the hope in Ins heart that after the fall of llhishma and Drona, 
Kama would vanquish the Pandavax, and ramforled (by it), O BitaraU, 
Dnryodh&na then, Ailed with Joy at having hear J those words of Aswnlthaman, 
steadying his min 1 and re’ying on the might of hit arms, said unto Radha’s 
son, O monarch, the*e words that were fraught with affection and regard, 
and that were true, delightful, an 1 bencldal to himself O Kama, 1 kn >w 
thy prowess, and the great friendship them bearcat to me I For all that, O 
mighty armed one, l tdiali address thee certain words that are for my good 1 
Having heard them, O hero, do that which may appear desirable to thee 1 
Thou art endued with great wisdom, and thou art even my supreme refuge ! 
Those two Aiirnthai that were my Generals, n't., Bhiahma and Drona, have 
been slain. Be thou my General, thou that art mightier than they I Both 
of those great bowmen were advanced in years. They were, beside*, partial 
in Dhananjaya Still both those heroes wero respected by me, O son of 
Kadha, at thy word I Viewing his relationship of grandsire unto them, the 
sons of Pandu, O sire, were spared in dreadful battle by Bhitlmia for ten 
successive days ! Thyself also having laid aside thy weapons, the valiant 
Bliiihina was slain in great battle by Phulguni with Sikhandin before him I 
After that great bowman hud fallen and be-taken himself to his bed of 
arrows, it was at thy word, O tiger among men, that Drona was made our leador t 
By him also were the sons of Pritha spared, in consequence, as I think, of 
their relationship unto him of pupil*. That old man also has been slain by 
Dhribhtadyumna more speedily. I do not see, even on reflec.ion, another 
warrior equal to thee in battle,— thee, that is, whose prowesa could not be 
measured by even those two foremost of warriors that have been slain in the 
fight ! Without doubt, thou alone today art competent to win victoty for 
us ! Before, in the middle, and later on, thou hast accordingly acted 
for our g«x>d. Therefore, like a leader, it bchoveth thee, in this battle, 
to bear the burden thyself. Thyself install thy own self in the Generalship^ 
Like tbe celestial generalissimo, the lord Stand* of unfading prowess, 
(supporting the celestial army), do thou support this Dtiarurasl.tr a, host 1 like 
Mahendra slaying the AnM, destroy thou all the throngs of our foes ! 
Beholding thee staying in battle, the Pandavas, those mighty car warriors, will, 
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with the Panchalas, fly away from battle, like the Danaw at light of Vishnu. Do 
tbou, therefore, lead this Tast forre !* When thou shall stand resolved on the 
field, the Pnndavms of wicked hearty tlie Panchalar, and the Srinjayax, will all 
fiy away with their friendi. As tho risen Sun, scorching everything by hia 
energy, dcstroyeth the thick gloom, even so ilo thou destroy our foes I— 

'San jay a continued, — 'Strong became that hope, O king, in the heart of 
thy son, tit , that where Hhibhmaand Drona had been slain, Kama would 
vanquish the Pandava*. Cherishing that hope within his heart, he said unto 
Kama, — O Safas son, Partha never wishes to fight, standing before thee 1— 

"Ktnu said, — I have, O ton of Gandh&ri, said before in thy presence, 
even these words via .,— T shall vanquish alt the /Wrnti with their sons and 
fanardfutna ! — I *ha!l become thy General. In this there is no douht. 
Tranquil lisc thyself, O monarch \ Consider the Pandavaa to be already 
vanquished ! — 

'Sanjaya continued, — 'Thus addressed, O monarch, king Duryodhana 
then Mood up with all the monarch* like He of a hundred sacrifices with 
the gods, for lionouring Kama . with the command of the army, lice the 
celestials fur honouring S;anda.t Then, O monarch, all the kings headed 
by Duryodhana, desirous of victory, installed Kama in the command, 
according to the rites enjoined by the ordinance.! With golden and earthen 
Jam filled to the brim with water and sanctift-d with mantrap with tusks of 
elephants and horns of rhinoceroses and mighty bulls, with other vessels 
decked with jewels and gem*, w'tb also fragrant herbs and plants, and with 
other articles collected in abundance, Kama, seated at his ease on a seat 
made of uduntvara wood and overlaid with silken cloth, was invested with 
the command, according to the rites enjoined in the scripture*. Drab manat, 
and Kshatriya*, and Vaisya* and respectable Sndras, praised that high souled 
one after he was bathed on that excellent seat Thus installed in the 
command, O king, that slayer of foes, viz , the son of Radhs, caused, by 
present* of Mishas and kinc and olheT weaHb, many foremost of Brahmanat 
to utter blessings on him. — Vanquish tht Pari has with Guvinda and ait their 
f*Umtrs % — even these were the woeda that the eulogists and the Brahmanaa 
said (unto him), O bull Among men 1 (And they aUo said.) — Slay the Paribas 
and the Panchaias, O son oi Kadba, for our victory, like risen Sun ever 
destroying Darkness with his fierce rays ! (The sons uf Pandu) with Kesava 
are not able to evon look at the shafts slw>t by thee, like owls unable to gase 
at the burning rays of the Sun ! Tlie Part has with the Pandtalas arc incapable 
of standing before thee armed with weapons, like tins Danavat before Indr a 



* This is a triplet in the Bengal texts.— T 
t A triplet in the Bengal texts. — T. 

\ The Abhisheha consisted in pouring sanctifixi water on the head of the 
person requiring the investiture.— T. 
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in battle 1— Installed in the comm Mid, Kadhas ion of incomparable splendour 
looked resplendent in beauty and radiance like a second Sun. Haying 
installed the son of Radha (thus) in the command of the army, Uiy son, 
urged lb by Death, regarded himself a* une who had his purpose accomplished. 
Tuat chastiser of foes, ns., Karna, abo, O king, having obtained live command, 
ordered the truops to be arrayed, at the rise of the Sun. Surrounded by thy 
ions, 0 Bbaratt, Kama looked resplendent like Skanda But rounded by the 
celestials, in the battle having Taraka for iu evil root* 1 " 



SECTION XI 

“Dhriurashtra said,— "After having obtained the command of the army, 
and after he had been addressed by the king himself in those rweet and 
brotherly words, and alter he had ordered the troops to be arryed at the 
hour of sunrise, tell me, O San jay a, what did Vikartana's ion Karna do ? 

"Sanjaya mid,— “Having learnt Kama's wishes, thy tons, O bull of 
liharaU's race, ordered the troops to be arrayed with joyful music. While it 
still wanted a long period for the coming of the dawn, a loud noise of— 
Array , — Array , — O king, suddenly arose among thy troops. And the uproar 
that arose, became tremendous and touched the very heavens, of foremost 
of elephants and fenced cars while undcT process of equipment, of foot soldiers 
and steeds, O monarch, while putting on their armour or in course of being 
harnessed, and of combatant* moving with activity and shouting unto one 
another ! Then the Smfas son, bearing a gold-backed, bow appeared (on the 
field) on bis car possessed of the splendour of the radiant Sun, crowned 
with many banners, epuipt with a white standard, with steeds of the hue of 
cranes, bearing the device of the elephant's n»p€, filled with a hundred 
quivers, furnished with mace and wooden fence, freighted w:th Saia&hm* 
and rows of be! U and darts and Janccs and spear*, and supplied with many 
bows.t And the Sait is son appeared on the field, blowing hi s cor.ch, O king; 
decorated with a net-work of gold, and shaking his formidable bow adorned 
with pure gold. Beholding the mighty bowman K&rna, that foremost of 
car warriors, seated un bis cor, difficult of approach and resembling the men 
Son that destroys the gloom, none amongst (he Kauravas, O tiger among 
men, recked, 0 sire, the loss of Bhbhma cu l)roua or other men ! 
Speeding the warriors, O sire, with the blasts uf his oonch, Karna 
caused .the vast army of the Kauravas to be drawn out. flaring arrayed 



* Tarxikamayt means that in which (the A sura) Taraka was the evil sought 
to be put down. It is compounded of lor aka and amya . — T. 

t All the expressions qualify Rathrn.\ t with the exception of htmafriskttna 
Dhaanska which evidently refers to the verb Adrishyata,— I\ 
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Ibe troops in lb* Afit&ara array, that mighty bowman, that scorcher of foes, 
ns., Kama, |*cccedrd against the Pandaras from desire of victory. In the tip 
of the beak of that Mattery O king, was stationed Kama himseL In the 
two eyes were tl>e brave Sakuni and the mighty car-warrior Uluka. In the 
head waa Drone's sun and in the neck were all' the uterine brothers. In 
middle was kiig Duryodhana supported by a large force. In the left foot, 
O monarch, was stationed Kritavarman accompanied by the Narayana troops, 
and those invincible warriors, ms., the Gffats. 4 In the right foot, O 
king, was Gotama's son of prowess incapable of being baffled, surrounded 
by those mighty bowmen efs* the Trigartas and by Use Southerners. In the 
left hind-fool was stationed Salaya with a large force raised in live country of 
the Madras. In the right (hind-foot), O monarch, was Susbeoa uf true vows, 
surrounded by a thousand cars and three hundred elephants. In the tail were 
the two royal brothers of mighty energy, tiz. t Chitra and Chilrascna surrounded 
by a large force. 

" ‘When, O great king, that lor * moat of men, r it. Kama, thus came out, 
king Yudhisbthira the just, casting his eyes on Aijuoa, sad these words 
Behold, O ParUu, how the Dhartarashlra force, O hero, in this battle, 
protected by heroes and mighty car-warrior*, hath been arrayed by Kama l 
This vast Dharurashira force hath lost its bravest warriors. They that 
remain, O mighty-armed one, are feeble, equal, as 1 think, to straw I Only 
one great bowman, w’s., live Suin' s son, shineth in it It That foremost of 
car-warriors is incapable of being vanquished by the three worlds with llseir 
mobile and immobile creatures, including the gods, Alurai and GanJharVx i j, 
and the Kt unarm and gTcat serpents 1 If thou slayest him to day, 0 mighty- 
armed one, the victory will be thine, 0 Phaiguna I The thorn also which 
for twelve years hath been planted in ray heart will then be plucked out t 
Knowing this, O tbon of mighty arms, form thou the array that thou wishest ! — 
Hearing Kho&c words of hi* brother, that Paiuiavu of the white steeds 
disposed his army in counter array after the form of the half moon. On 
the left side was stationed Bhimascna, and on the right was stationed tbo 
great bowman Dhribhtadyumna. In the middle uf the array were the king 
and Dhananjaya the son of Panda. NakuU and Sahadeva were at the rear 
of king Yudhisbthira the Just, The two PauehaU princes, ws., Yudhamanyu 
and Ultamaujas* became the protectors of (Arjuna*t) car wheel*. Protected 
by the diadem decked Arjunu himself, they did not quit Arju&a for a 
moment. The remaining king*, possessed of great courage, clad in mail, 
stood in the array, each in ilm position assigned to him, according to the 
measure uf his enthusiasm and resolution, O Bharata. Having thus formed 

# The GcfaUs t were very probably shepherds. To tbis day there are, 
in certain districts of Bengal and Behar, Gtfalas now called GattUs or 
Ahin % who allow themselves to be hired for local fights and brawls. They 
are an extremely sturdy clan.— T. 

t A triplet in tbe Bengal texts. — T, 
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tbeir great array, O BbaraU, the Pan da vs s, and the mighty bowmen of thy 
army act their hearts on baule. Beholding thy army disposed into battle 
array by the Svta's son in battle, Duryodbana with all hi* brethren regarded 
the Pandavas to be already slain. Similarly Yudhishthira, O king, beholding 
the Pandava army disposed in array, regarded the Dhartarashtras with Kama 
to be already slain. Then conchs, and kettle-drums, and labour* and Urge 
drum* and cymbals, and Vindimas , and Jkarjharas , were loudly blown and 
beaten on all sides 1 Indeed, those loud-sounding instruments were blown 
and beat, O king, among both the armies. Leonine roars also arose, uttered 
by brave warriors for victory. And there also arose, O king, the noise of 
neighing steeds and grunting elephants, and the fierce clatter of car -wheels. 
None, O Bharata, (m the Kaurava army), at that time, felt the loss of Drona, 
seeing the great bowman Kama Had in mail and stationed at the head of 
the array. Both armies, O monarch, teeming with Joyous men, stood, eager 
for battle and (ready) to destroy each other without delay. There, the two 
heroes, viz , Kama and the son of Pandu, excited with wrath at sight of 
each other, and both firmly resolved, stood or careered, O king, through 
their respective divisions. The two armies, as they advanced to meet each 
other, seemed to dance- (in joy). From the wings and the side-wings of 
both, warriors desirous of baule came forth.* Thon commenced the battle, 
O monarch, of men, elephants, steeds, and cars, engaged in destroying one 
another*” # 



SECTION XU. 

"Sanjaya said, — Then those two vast armies, teeming with rejoicing men 
and steeds and elephants, resembling in splendour tho celestial and the 
Asura hosts, meeting together, began to strike each other. Men, cars, 
steeds, elephants, and foot-soldier* of fierce proves* made sturdy strokes 
destructive of bodies and sin.t Lion-like men strewed the Earth with the heads 
of lson-!ike men, each resembling the full moon or the sun in splendour 
and the lotus in fragance. Combatants cut oiT the beads of combatant* 
with crescent-shaped and broad-headed shafts and razor faced arrows and 
axes, and battle-axes. The arms of men of long and massive onus, cut off 
by men of long and massive arms, falling upon the Earth, abooe, decked 
with weapons and bracelets. With those wnthing arms adorned with red 
fingers and palm* tbc Earth looked resplendent as if strewn with fierce 

* It would seem that when live actual encounter took place, the order 
of the array, as regards both ariuie* was speedily and entirely k»L — T. 

t I adopt the Bengal reading which is Dthafaf mafrzxauman. The 
meaning, of course, is that the man were slain so that there bodies were 
destroyed as also their sin* for death iu battle is rewarded with heaven 
4 
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five-headed snakes slain by Garuda.* Prom elephants and ears and steeds, 
brave warriors fell down, struck by foes, like tl*e denizens of heaven from 
tbeir celestial cars on the exhaustion of their merits. Other brave warriors 
fell down by hundreds, crushed in that battle by braver combatants with heavy 
maces and spiked dubs and shurt bludgeons. Cars also, in that tumultuous 
fi.^ht , were crushed by cars, and infuriate elephants by infuriate compeers, 
and horsemen by horsemen. Men destroyed by cars, and cars by elephants, 
and horsemen by foot soldiers, and foot-soldiers by horsemen, dropped 
down on the fiekl, as also cars and steeds and foot-soldiers destroyed by 
elephants and cars and steads and elephants by foot-soldiers, and cars 
and foot -soldiers and elephants by steeds and men and elephants by cars. 
Great was the carnage made of car-warriors and steeds and elephants and 
men by men and steeds and elephants and car-warriurs, using tbeir bands 
and feet and wearing and cars. When that host was being thus struck and stain 
by heroic, warriors the Parthas, headed by Vrikodsra, advanced against us. They 
consisted of Dhrishtadyumna and Sikhandin anil the (five) sons of Draupadi 
and the Prahhadrakas, and Satyaki ami Chekitana with the Dravida forces, 
and the Pandyas, die Cnolas, and the Keialas, sutrounded by a mighty array, ail 
IKissesaed of broad chests, long arms, tall statures, and large eyes. Decked 
with ornaments, possessed of red teeth, endued with the prowess of infuriate 
elephants, attired in robes of diverse colours, smeared with powdered scents, 
armed with swords and nooses, capable of restarting mighty elepliants, 
companions in death, and never deserting one another, equipped with quivers, 
bearing bows adorned with long locks and agreeable in speech were the 
combatants of the infantry ft'es led by Satyaki, belonging to the Andhra tribe, 
endued with fierce forms and ureal energy. t Other brave warriors such as the 
CHedis, the Panchdas, the Kailuya*. th«i Karudus, the Kuwdas, the Kanchis, 
and the Maghadhas, also rushed forward. Tbeir cars and steeds and elephant^ 
all of the foremost kind, and their fierce foot soldiers, gladdened by the 
notes of diverse instruments, seemed tu dance and laugh. { In the midst of 
that vast force, came Vrikodara, riding on the neck of an elephant, and 
surrouded by many foremost of elephant-soldiers, advancing against thy 
army. That fierce and foremost of clephants,duly equipped, looked resplendent, 
like the stone built mansion on the top of the Udaya mountain, crowned with 
live risen Sun. Its armour of iron, the foremast of its kind, studded with costly 
gems, was as resplendent as the autumnal firmament bespangled with stars. 
With a lance in his ouferetched arm, his bead decked with a beautiful diadem, 
and possessed of the splendour of the meridian Sun at autumn, Bhima began 



* The Bombay text reads Frahirias. If this reading be accepted, the 
mcaniog would-be "dropped* by Gadur*. — T. 
t I adopt the Bengal reading — T, 

J VaJyorovais of the Begad texts is preferable to of the 

Bombay edition. — T. 
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to burn his foes. Beholding that elephant from a distance, Kibemadburti, 
himself an on elephant, challenging, rushed cheerfully towards Bhima who was 
more cheerful still. An encounter then took place between those two 
elephants of fierce forms resembling two huge hills topped with trees, each, 
fighting with the other as it liked. Those two heroes, then, whose elephants 
thus encounterei each other, forcibly struck each Oliver with lances endued 
with the splendour of solar rays, and uttered loud roars. Separating, they then 
careered in circles with their elephants, and each taking up a bow began to 
strike the other. Gladdening the people around with their loud roars and the 
slaps on their armpits and the whizz of tbeir arrows, they continued to utter 
looninc shouts. Bndued with great strength, both of them, accomplished in 
weapons, fought, using their elephants with upturned trunks and decked 
with banners floating on the wind. Then each cutting off the other's bow, 
they roared at each other, and rained on each other showers of darts and 
lances like two masses of clouds in the rainy season pouring torrents of raio. 
Then Kshemadhurti pcirctd Bhimasena in the centre of the chest with a 
Unce endued with great impetuosity, and then with six others, and uttered 
a bud shout With thoM lances sticking to his body, Bhimasena, whose 
form then blazed with wrath, looked resplendent like the cloud-covered Sun 
with his rays issuing through the interstices of that canopy. Then Bhima 
carefully hurled at his antagonist a Unce bright as the rays of the Sun, 
coursing perfectly straight, and made entirely of iron. The lulcr of the 
Kulutas then, drawing his bow, cut off that lance with ten shafts and then 
pierced the son of Pandu with sixty shafts. Then Bhima the son of Panda, 
taking up a how whose twang resembled the roar of the clouds, uttered a 
loud shout and deeply afflicted with his shafts the elephant of bis antagonist 
Thus afflictrd in that battle by Bhimasena with his arrows, that elephant, 
though sought to b* restrained, staid not on the field like a wind blown 
cloud. The fietce prince of elephants owned by Bhima then jwrsucd his 
(flying) comber, like a wind-blown mass of clouds pursuing another mats 
driven by the tempest. Restraining bis own elephant valiant Kshemadhurti 
pierced with his shafts the pursuing elephant of Bhima*: na. Then with a 
well-shot razor-headed snow that was perfectly straight. Kshemadhurti cut 
off his antagonist's bow and then afflicted that hostile elephant Filled with 
wrath, Kshemadhurti then, in that battle, pierced Bhima and struck his 
elephant with many long shafts in every vital part. That huge elephant of 
Bhima then fell down, O Bharata I* Bhima, however, who had jumped down 
from bis elephant and stood on the Earth before the fall of the beast, then 
crushed the elephant of his antagonist with his mace. And Vrikodara then 
struck Kshemadhurti alio, who. having jumped down from his crushed 
elephant, was advancing against him with uplifted weapon. Kshemadhurti, 
thus struck, fell down lifeless, with the sword in his arm, by the side of hit 
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elephant, like a lion struck down by thunder heaidc a thunder-riven hill. 
Beholding; the celebrated king of the Kulutxs slain, ihy troops, O bull ol 
Bbarata's race exceedingly distressed, fled away/ " 



5F.CTION XIII. 

“Saojaya said,— 'Then the mighty and heroic bowman Kama l>egan to 
smite the Panda va army in th.«i battle, with his straight shafts. Similarly, those 
great car warriors, ni, the Pandavas, O king, filled with wrath, began the 
to smite the army of thy ton in the very sight of Kama. Kama also, .O 
king, in that battle slew the Pandava array with his cloth-yard shafts 
bright as the rays of the Sun and polished by the hands of the smith. There, 
O Bbara'a, the elephants, strurk by Kama with his shafts, uttred loud cries, 
lost strength, became fa ml, and wandered on all sides. While the array 
was being thus destroyed by the Sntas non, O sire, Nakula rushed with speed 
against that mighty car -warrior. And Bbimasena rushed against Drona's 
son who was engaged in the accomplishment of the moat difficult feats. 
Satyaki checked the Kaikaya princes Vinda and Anuvinda.* King Chitraiena 
rushed against the advancing Srutakarnian ; and Pntivindhaya against Chitm 
owning a beautiful standard anil a beautiful bow. Duryodhana rushed 
against king Yudishthira the son of Dliarraa ; while Dhananjaya rushed 
against the angry throngs of the Samraf takas. t In that slaughter of great 
heroes, Dhrisbtadyumna proceeded against Kripa. The invincible Sikhandin 
closed with Kritav.irman. Smtakirti encountered Salaya, and Madrt’s son, 
the valiant Sahadeva, 0 king, encountered thy son Dussasana. Tlie two 
Kaikaya princes, in that battle, shrouded Satyaki with a shower of biasing 
arrows, and the latter also, O Bharata, shrouded the two Kaikaya brothers. 
Th>ua two lieroic brothers deeply struck Sit yak i in tlie chest, like two 
elephants striking with their tusks a hostile oorapeer in the fore Bit Indeed, 
O king; those two brothers* in tlut battle, their own vitals pierced with 
shafts, pierced Satyaki of true deeds with their shafts. Satyaki, however, 
O great king covering all tlie points of the compass with a shower of 
arrows and smiling the while, checked the two brothers, O Bharata. 
Checked by those showers of arrows shot by the grandson of Sini, 
tlie two brothers speedily shrouded the car of S’mi's grandson with their shafts. 
Cutting off their beautiful bows, Saurin of great fame, checked them both 
with his keen arrows in tlut battle. Taking up two other beautiful bows, 
and a number of |»owetful shafts, the two began to cover Satyaki and caroer 
with great activity and skill. Shut by die two brothers, those mighty shafts 
equiped with the feathers of the /tanka and the peacock and decked with gold, 

♦ Vinda and Anuvinda of Avanti were slain by Atjuna. The two warriors 
here referred to were of the Kaikaya* not of the Avantifc— T. 
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began to (all, illumining all the points of the compass. In that dreadful 
battle between them, O king, the arrows they shot caused a darkness there* 
Those mighty car-warriors then cut off each other's bows. Then the invincible 
Satwata, O king, filled with rage, took up another bow in that battle, and 
stringing it, cut off Anuvioda's head with a keen rarer headed shaft. Decked 
with car-iings, that laTgc head, O king, fell like the head of Samvara slain in the 
great battle (of old). And it reached die Earth in no time, filling all the Kaikayas 
with grief . f Beholding that brave warrior slain, his brother, the mighty car-warrior 
Vinda, stringing another bow began to resist the grandson of Sinl fro«n every 
side. Piercing Satyaki with sixty arrows equipped with wings of gold and whetted 
on stone, he uttered a loud shout and said,— Wait, Wait 1— Then that mighty 
car-warrior of the Ksikayas speedily struck Satyaki with many thousands of 
shafts in his arms and chest. All his limbs wounded with arrows, Satyaki 
of prowess incapable of being baffled, looked resplendent in that battle, 
O king, like a dowering Kimuka. Pierced by the high -sou led Kaikaya in 
that encounter. Satyaki, with the greatest ease, pierced the Kaikaya (in return) 
with five and twenty arrows. Tlwjn thoas two foremost of car-warriors, having 
each cut off the other's handiome bow in that encounter, and having each 
quickly slain the other's driver and steeds approached each otlter on 
foot for a fight with swords. 4 Both endued with massive arms, they 
looked resplendent on that extensive arena, each having taken up a shield 
decked with a hundred moons, and each armed with an excellent sword, 
like Jambba and Sakra, both endued with great might, in the battle between 
the gods *and the Aturai (of old). Both of them, in that great battle, then 
began to career in circles. And then they speedily encountered each other 
in battle, each approaching the other near. And each of them made great efforts 
for the destruction of the other. Then Satwata cut in twain the shield of 
Kaikeyu. The latter also, O king, cut in twain the shield of Satyaki Having 
cut off his antagonist's shield covered with centuries of stair. Kailteya began 
to career in circles, advancing and receding (at times). Then the grandson 
of Sini, endued with great activity, cut off by a side stroke the prince of the 
Kaikeyas thus careering in that groat arena armed with excellent sword. Cased 
in armour, that great bowman, wi, the Kaikeya prince, 0 king, thus cut ofl 
in twain in that great battle! fell down like a bill riven with thunder. 
Having slain him in battle that foremost of car-warriors that scorcher of foes, 
mi., the brave grandson of Sini quickly got uoon the car of Yudharaanyu. 
Afterwards riding upon another car duly equipped (with everything), Satyaki 
began to slay with his shafts the large force of the Kaikeyas. The vast army 
of the Kaikeyas, thus slaughtered in battle, leaving that foe of theirs fled away 
on all sides.' * 

t Both so and 21 aie triplets in the Bengal texts. — T. 
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“Sanjaya said— 'SruUkarnun then, O king, filled with wrath, struck that 
lord of Earth, riY, Chitrasena, in that battle, with fifty shafts. The nxler of 
the Abhisaras (in return), striking Srutakarman, 0 king, with nine straight 
arrowF, pierced his drivet with fire. Srutakarman then, filled with rage 
struck Chitraaena at the bead of his forces, with a keen arrow in a vital part 
Deeply pierced, O monarch, with that arrow by that high-eouled prince 
the heroic Chitrasena fell great pain and swooned away. During this 
interval, Srutakarman of great renown covered that lord of Earth, (e/a., 
his insensible antagonist), with ninety arrows. The mighty car-warrior 
Chitrasena then, recovering consciousness, cut off hit antagonist's bow 
with a broad-headed arrow, and pierced his antagonist himself with seven 
arrows. Taking up another bow that was decked with gold and capable 
of striking hard, Srutakarman then, with bis waves of arrows, made 
Chitrasena assume a wonderful appearance. Adorned wi^h those arrows, 
the youthful king, wearing beautiful garlands, looked in that battle like a 
well-adorned youth in the midst of an assembly. Quickly piercing Sruta- 
karman with an arrow in the centre of the chest, he said unto him,— 
Wait, Wait I— Srutakarman also, pierced with that arrow in the battle, 
began to shed blood, like a mountain shedding streams of liquid red- 
chalk. Bathed in blood and dyed therewith, that hero shone in battle 
like a flowering A'insuku SruUkarman then, O king, thus assailed by the 
foe, becaoie filled with rage, and cut in twain the foe-resisting bow of 
Chitrasena. The latter's bow having been cut off, Srutakarman then, O 
king, pierced him with three hundred arrows equipped with goodly wings 
covering him completely therewith. With another broad headed arrow, 
slurp-edged and keen pointed, he cut off the head, decked with head- 
gear, of his high-smiled antagonist. That blazing head of Chitrasena fell 
down on the ground, like the moon loosened from the firmament upon 
the Earth at will. Beholding the king slain, the troop* of ChitraBena, 
O sire, rushed impetuously against (his slayer). That gTeat bowman then, 
filled with rage, rushed, shooting hb shafts, against that army, like Yama 
filled with fury, against all creatures at the time of the universal dissolu- 
tion. Slaughtered in that battle by thy grandson armed with the bow, 
they quickly fled on all side* like elephants scorched by a forcst-con- 
fUgratinn. Beholding them flying away hopeless of vanquishing the foe, 
Srutakarman, pursuing them with bis keen arrows, looked exceedingly 
resplendent (on his car). Then Prativindbya, piercing Chitra with five 
arrows, struck his driver with three, and his standard with one. Him 
Chitra pierced, striking in the amis and the chest, with nine broad- 
headed shafts equipped with wings of gold, having keen points, and plumed 
with Kanka and peacock feathers. Then Prativindbya, O BharaU, cutting 
off with hb shafts the bow of hb antagonist, deeply struck tbc Utter 
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with five keen arrow*. Then Chitra, 0 monarch, sped at thy grandson 
a terrible and irTesistihle dart, adorned with gptdcn bells, and resembling 
a flame of fire. Prativindhya, however, in that battle, cut off, with the 
greatest ease, into three fragments, that dart a* it conned towards him 
like a flashing meteor.* Cut off into three fragment*, with Prativindhya’* 
shafts, that dart fell down, like the thunderbolt insparing all creature* 
with fear at the end of the Yaga. Beholding that dart baffled, Chitra, 
taking up a huge mace decked with a net-work of gold, hurled it at 
Prativindhya. That nuce alow the latter’s steeds and driver al»o in that 
great battle, and crushing, beside*, hi* car, fell with great impetuosity on 
the Earth. Meanwhile, having alighted from hi* car, O Bharata, Prativindhya 
hurled at China dart, well-adorned and equipped with a golden staff. Catching 
it as it coursed towards him, the high souled king Chitra, O Bharata, hurled 
the very weapon at Prativindhya. Striking the brave Prativindhya in that 
battle, that blazing dart, piercing through his right arm, fell down oil the 
Earth, and falling illumined the whole region like a blast of lightning. t Then 
Prativindhya, O king, filled with rage, and desiring to com pot* the destruction 
of Chitra, sped at him a lance decked with gold. That lance, penetrating 
through his armour and chest, entered the Earth like a mighty make its bole. 
Struck with that lance, the king fell down, stretching out his large and massive 
arms that resembled a couple of iron clubs. Beholding Chitra slain, thy 
warriors, those ornaments of battle, rudied impetuously at Prativindhya from 
all sides. Shooting diverse kinds of shafts and Sataghnis decked with rows 
of bells, they soon covered Prativindhya like masses of clouds covering the 
Sun. The mighty armed Prativindhya, consuming with his arruwy showers 
those assailants of his in that buttle, routed thy army like the thunder- 
wi elding Sakra routing the A sura host. Thus slaughtered in battle by the 
Panda vaa, thy troops, O king, suddenly dis|>eT*ed in all directions like 
congregated masses of cloud* dispersed by the wind. While thy army, 
slaughtered on all side*, wo* thus flying away, only Dtona's son singly rushed 
with speed against the mighty Bbirausena. AU at oocc a fierce encounter 
ensued between them like to what had taken place between Vritra and Vasava 
in tbc battle between the gods and the A suras (of old).' " 



SECTION XV, 

"Sanjaya said,— 'Endued with the greatest activity, Drona's son, 0 king, 
d:sp!aying the lightness of hi* arms, pierced Bbima with an arrow. Aiming 
at all his vital parts, for he lath a knowledge of all the vital parts of the 
body, the quick-handed Aswatthanun again struck him with ninety shaft*. 

* Or, 'like a blazing brand.'— T. 

t A triplet io the Bengal texts. — T. 
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Pierced alt over with keen arrows b y the son of Drona, Bhinusena looked 
resplendent in that battle like the Sun himself with his rays. The 
son of Panda then, covering the son of Drona with a thousand well-directed 
shafts, uttered a leonine roar. B tilling with his own iliafts the shafts of his 
foe in that battle, the son of Drona, O king, as if smiling, then struck the 
Pandara in the forehead with a dothyard shaft. 'Hie son of Pandu bore that 
arrow on his forehead even as the proud rhinoceros, O king, in the forest 
bears its horn. The valiant Bbima then, in that battle, as if smiling the 
while, struck the struggling son of Drona in the forehead will) three dothyard 
shafts. With those three arrows sticking on his forehead, that Brahtnana 
looked beautiful like a three- peacked mountain wished with water in the 
season of rains. The son of Dron then afflicted the Pandava with hundreds 
of arrows, but failed to shako him like the wind failing to shake the mountain. 
Similarly the sun of Pandu, filled with Joy, could not in that battle shake 
the son of Drona with his hundreds of keen shafts like torrents of rain falling 
to shake a mountain. Sbrounding each other with showers of terrible shafts 
those two great car- warriors, those two heroes, endued with fierce might, 
shone resplendent on those to foremost of cars of theirs. They then looked 
like two blazing Suns risen for the destruction of the world, and engaged 
in scorching each other with their rays constituted by excellent arrow*. 
Endeavouring with great care to counteract each other's feats in that great 
battle, and actually engaged in matching deed by deed with shower* of 
arrows most fearlessly, those two foremost of men careered in that combat 
like a couple of tiger*. Both invincible and terrible, arrows constituted their 
fangs and bows their mouths, They became invisible under those clouds of 
arrow* on all sides, like the Sun and the Moon in the firmament shrouded 
by manes of clouds. And then those two chastisers of foes soon became 
visible and blazed forth tike Mars and Mercury freed from cloudy screens. 
Then at that instant during the progess of ‘that awful battle, Drona’ s 
son placed Vrikadara to his right, pouring hundreds of fierce arrowB 
upon Ihim like the clouds pouring torrents of rain upon a mountain. 
Bhima, however, could not brook that indication of his enemy’s triumph*. 
The ton uf Pandu, O king, from that very station on Aswathaman's right, 
began to counteract tins latter's feats. Tbeir cars continuing to wheel around 
in diverse way and advance and retreat (according to tho exigencies of the 
situation), the battle between those two lions among men became exceedingly 
furious. Careering in diverse [paths, and (executing) circular maoceures, 
they continued to strike each other with arrows shot from their bows drawn 
to their fullest stretch. And each made’ the greatest endeavours to compass 
the destruction of the other. And each of them desired to make the oilier 
earless in that battle.* Then that great car-warrior, wY, the son of Drona, 

* A triplet in the Begal texts.— T. 
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invoked may rashly weapon*. Ttie aon of Paudu, however, in that battle, 
with hi* own weapons, counteracted all those weapon* of hi* foe. Then.O 
monarch, there took place an awful encounter of weapons, like to the terrible 
encounter of planets at the time of the universal destruction. Those shaft*, 
O Bharata, let off by them, collided together, illuminating all the point* of 
the compass and thy troupe also all around. Covered with flight* of arrow*, 
the welkin assumed a terrible sight, like to wl»t lapfMOB, O king, at tho 
time of the universal dissolution, when it is covered with falling meteor*.* 
From the dash oi shaft*. O Bharata, fire was generated there, with spam 
and biasing flame*. That fire began to coiume both armies. Si/iahat 
moving there, O monarch, aaid these words. O lord, This battle is 

the foremost of all battle* 1 All the battles {fought before) do not cxime 

up to even a sixteenth part of this 1 A battle like this will never occur 
again ! Both tliesc persona. Pit., this Brahman* and this Kshalriyu, ate 
endued with knowledge I Both are possessed of courage, and both are 
fierce in prowess I Dreadful is the might of Bhima, and wonderful it the 
skid of the other in weapon* I How great is their energy, and how wonderful 
the skill possessed by both ! Both of them stand in this biule like two 

universedetroying Yamal at the end of the Yuga I They arc born like two 

Rudras, of tike two Suns I These two tigers among men, both endued 
with terrible forms, are like two Yama* in this battle I— Such were the words 
of the Si Mhos heard there every moment And . among the assembled 
denixens of heaven tlwre arose * leoninr roar. Beholding the amazing and 
inconceivable feet* of the two warriors in that battle, tin: dense throngs of 
SidJMat and Ch.iran.tt were filled with wonder. And the gods, the SUdfiat, 
and the great RiihU applauded ihem both, saying,— Excellent, O mighty 
armed son of Drona I Excellent, O Bhima— Mxnwhile those two heroes, 
in ital battle, O king, having done injuries to cads other, glared at each 
other with eye* rolling in rage. With eyes ted in tage, their lips also 
quivered in rage. And they grinded their teeth In wrath and bit their lip*. 
And those two gteat car warriors covered each uther with showers of arrows, 
as if they were, in that battle, two masses clouds tlut poured torrents of 
arrows for rain and that gleamed with weapons constituting their lightning. 
Having pierced each other’s standards and driver* in that great battle, and 
hiving also pierced each other's Heeds llwy continued to strike each other. 
Then, O monarch, filled with rage, they took up, in that dreadful encounter, 
two snows, and each desirous of slaying the oilier shot quickiy at hi* foe. 
Those two blazing arrows, resistless and endued with the force ol thunder, 
coming, O king, to the two warriors as they stood at the bead of their 
respective divisions, struck them both. The two mighty combatants then, 

* The Bombay reading Yndhnm ■ in the second line of »5 is voiciu* 
Tnc Bengal reading Yaat.it is evidently preferable.— T. 

t A triplet in the Bengal tests.— T. 
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deeply stun* with those arrows, snak, each from the forces of the other, on 
the terrace of hta respective car. His driver then, understanding the son of 
Drona to be insensible, bore him away from the battle, O king, in the 
sight of all Uic troop*. Similarly, O kin* his driveT bore awa\ from the 
battle, on his' car, the son of Panda, that scorcher of foes, who was repeatedly 
falling into swoon.' u 



SP.CTION XVI. 

“DUr tura ihtm said,— “Tell roe how occurred the battle of Arjuna with 
die Sam utf takas, and of the oftber kings with the PancUvas J Tell me also, 
OSanjayahow haiqusned the battle of Aajuna with Aswaihaman, and of the 
other lord of Earth with the Parthas I 

‘ 4 Sanjaya said,— 'Listen. O king, as I speak to thee at to bow occured 
tl*e battle of the heroic warriors (of our side) with the foe, that jbattlc which 
was destructive of bodies sins, lad lives ! That slayer of foes, fii, Partita, 
penetrating into the Samsaftaka force that resembled the ocean, agitated 
it exceedingly, like u tempest agitating the vasty deep. Culling off with broad- 
headed atrowr of keen edges the heads of bra*c wairiors llutt were decked with 
faces possessed of the splendour of the full moon and with beautiful eyes and 
eyebrows and teeth, Dhananjaya speedily caused the Earth tu be strewn there 
with as if with lotuses plucked off their stalk; * And in that battle, Arjuna, wiih 
his razor-headed sWtx, cut off the arms of his for*, that were all well rounded, 
large, and massive, and MD eared sl|i sandal -paste and other perf nines, with 
weapons in grasp, with leathern fences casing their finger r, and looking like 
five-headed snakes, t And the sun of Psndu repeatedly cut off, with his 
broad headed shafts, steeds, and riders, and drivers, end flags, and how, and 
arrows, and arms decked with gems. And Arjuna, in that battle, O king, 
with many thousands of arrows, despatched to Yaroa’s abode, cur-warriors 
and elephants and horses and horsemen. Many fornnost of warriors, filled 
with rage, and soaring like bulls, and mad (like them) with excitement for 
a cow in season, rushed towards Arjuna, with loud cries,! All of them then 
began to strike Arjuna with tbeii arrows as the latter was embayed in slaying 
them, Uke infuriate bulls striking one of their species with their horns. The 
battle that took i»Uce between him and them made the bair to stand on end, 
even like the battle between the Daityat and the wielder of the thunderbolt 
on the occasion of the conquest of the three world*, t Resisting with his own 



• A triplet in the Hengal texts. — T. 
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weapons like weapon* of his foes on alt sides, Arjuna, piercing them fast 
with innumerable arrows, look their lives Like the wind destroyins vast 
maww of clouds. Arjuna, otherwise called Jaya, that enhancer of the fears 
of hi* foes, cutting off into minute fragments Urge throngs of cars. — cars, 
that is, whose pules, wheels, and ales had previously been shuttered by him, 
and whose warriors and steeds and drivers had been slain before, and 
whose weapons and quivers had been displaced, and standards crushed, 
and traces and reins sundered, and wooden fences and shafts broken, 
already, — and filling every body with wonder, achieved feats magnifident 
lo behold and rivalling those of a thousand great car-warriors fighting 
thegether.* Crowds of SHdlkas and celcstiat Riikis and Chtramas all 
applauded him. And celestial kettle-drums sounded, and floral showers 
fell upon the h&sds of Keaava and Arjuna. And an incorpuceal voice 
ssid, — These e»s., Kesava and Arjuna, are those two hemes that always 
pones* the beauty of the moon, the splendour of fire, the force of the 
wind, and the radiance of the Sun I Stationed on the time car, these two 
lie roes are invincible even like Brahman and Isana 1 These two heroes, 
the foremost of all creatures, are Nora and Narayana f Hearing and 
beholding these wonderful things, O flharau, Atvalhanun, with great care 
and resolution, rushed against the two Krishna* in that battle. With his arm 
that held and arrow in its grasp, the son who was of Dron* hailed the Pandava 
shooting shafts equip* with foe-slaying beads, and smilingly told him these 
words. — If, O here, tbou regard me a worthy gucs: arrived (before ihee^ 
then give rae today, with thy whole heart the hospitality of battle I — Thus 
summoned by the preceptor's son from desire of battle, Arjuna regarded 
himself highly honored, and addressing Janarddina, ssid. — Then Samsafrtek*t 
*bou!d be slam by me, but Drona’s son again is summoning me 1 Tell me, 
O Madhava, to which of these duties shoutd I first turn ? Rising, lei the 
services of hospitality be offered, if tbou tbinkest thai lo be proper 1— Thus 
addressed, Krishna bore Partha who had been summoned according to the 
rules of triumphant challenge to the vicinity of Drona’a son, like Vayu bearing 
Indra to the sacrifice. Saluting Drona's son whose mind was fixed upon one 
thing, Kesava said unto him O Aswatthaman, be cool, and without losing n 
moment strike and bear 1 The lime has come for those thst arc dependent on 
others to repay their obligation to their masters It The disputes between 
Brahmanas are subtile. The consciences, however, of the disputes of 
Kshatriyms a-c palpable, being victory and defeat 1 For obtaining those 
excellent rites of hospitality that from folly thou solicited at the hand* 
of Partha, fight coolly now with the son of Pandu I— Thus addressed 
by Vasudeva, that foremost of regenerate ones replied, saying ,— $j be it !— 



* The Bengal texts and read Bhaja pardhMOWL— 1 T. 
t Litctally, Ho pay off their master's cake.'— T. 
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ami pierced Kes&va with sixty stuff* and Arjuna with litre*. Arjuna 
then, filled with rage, cut off AswaUhuman's bow with three studis. 
Drona's nn look lip anudier bow that vui more formidable still 
Stringing it within the iw inkling uf an eye, he pierced Arjuna and 
Kesava, the latter with three hundred arrows, arid lit* farmer with a thousand. 
And then Diana's sou, with good care, stupi lying Arjuna in that tattle, shut 
thousands and tens of thousands and millions of arrows. Front the quivers, 
the bow, the bowstr ng, the fillers, the arms, the hands, the chest. Kite face, 
the nose, the eyes, the cars the head, the limbs, the pores of tta body, the 
armour o«i his person, the car, and the standard, O sire, of that uttcrer of 
lirahnuii arrows began to issue. Piercing Mad ha* a and the ion of Panda 
with that thick arrowy shower, Drona's son, filled with joy, uttered a loud 
roar resembling that of a vast mass of congregated clouds. Hearing that 
roar uf his, the son of Pandu said unto Kesava of unfading gloTy these 
words : — IS i hold, O Modhava, this wickedness towards me of tlie preceptor's 
son ! He regard etli us to he slain, haring shrouded as with this dense 
anowy shower.* 1 will presently, however, by my training and might, tafile 
his purpose !— Cutting off every one of lh'#»c arrows shot by Aswatttanun 
ir.to three fragments, Iliac fore must one of lltarata's race destroyed them 
all like tin* Sun destroying a thick fog. After this the son of Pandit once 
more pierced with his fierce shafts live msofinkm with their steeds, drivers, 
cam, elephant?, -tand.mls, and fuel-soldiers. I ’.scry one of those tint stood 
there as spectators, every one of those that were stationed there on foot or 
car or stood or elephant, regarded himself as shrouded by the arrow* of 
Arjuna. Shot from oMrif, those winged arrows of diverse form* slew 
in that battle elephants and steeds and men whether stationed in his immediate 
front or at the distance of two ro if cs. The trunks, cut off with broad-headed 
shifts, of tdeptanu adown whose checks and other limbs flowed the juice 
indicative of txcitement, fell down like tall trees in the forest struck down 
with the axe. A little after fell down elc|>lunts. huge as hillocks, with their 
riders, like mountains crushed by Indra with his thunder. With hi* shafts 
cutting into minute portions wtll-cquipt cars that looked like dissolving 
edifices of vapour in live evening sky and unto which were yoked well-trained 
sun.ds of great speed and which were ridden by warriors invincible in battle, 
the son of I'andu continued in shower his arrows un his enemies. And 
l>!un njaya continued io slay well decked horsemen and foot-soldiers of 
the foe. Indeed, 1>! ananjaya, resembling the very Sun as lie riser at the 
end of the 1 ** 1 , dried up the Samsaftitm ocean incapable uf being dried 
•jj> easily, by mean : of keen arrows constituting his rays. Witliout losing a 
moment, h: son of I'andu cnee more p-rerd Drona's son resembling a huge 
hill, with shafts of great impetuosity and the splendour of tlic Sun, like the 
wietde* of the thunderbolt piercing a mountain with the thunder. Desirous 



• Literally, laving made tia the inmates of this arrowy mansion.'— T. 
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of battle, the preceptor'* son then, filled wfth rage, approached Arjuna fur 
piercing him and h« steed* and drivers by mean* of his swiftly-coursirg 
shafts "Arjuna, however, quickly cut off the dutts shot at him by AswuUbamaa. 
The son of Pandu then, filled with great wrath, proffered unto Aswan Hainan, 
that desirable guest, <|uivers upon quivers of arrow* like a charitable person 
offering everything in his house unto a guest Leaving the Samstpfakii* then 
the son of Pandu rushed towards Drona'n son like a donor, abandoning 
unworthy guests, for proceeding towards one that is worthy/ ”• 



SECTION XVII 

•'Sanjaya said, — 'Then occurred that battle between Arjuna and Aswatiha- 
man resembling the planets Cura and Vriha«p*ti in splendour, like the 
battle between Cukra and Vrihas|iati in the firmament far entering the same 
constellation. Afflicting each other with blaxing shafts that constituted 
their rays, those terrifiers of the world flood like two planets bulb deviating 
from their orbits. Then Arjuna deq>ly pierced Asw4tthnnian with a shaft 
in the midst of his eye-brows. Willi that shaft the son of Druna looked 
resplendent like the Sun with upward rays. Tlic two Krishna* also, deeply 
afflicted by AtwaUhaman with hundreds of arrowy looked like two Suns at 
the end of the Yaga resplendent with their own rays. Then when Vautdeva 
seemed to be stupified, Arjuna shut a weapjn from which issued torrents of 
»Wts on all sides. And he struck the son of Drona with innumerable shafts, 
each resembling the thunder nr Are or the rod of Death. Kndued with 
mighty energy, that achiever of fierce feats, (rft , Atwatiliaman,) then pierced 
both Kesava and Aijuna with well shot shafts inspired with great impetuosity 
and struck with which Death himself would feel pain. Checking the sliaftB 
of Drona’s ton, Arjuna covered bim with twice as many arrows equipt with 
goodly wings, and shrouding that foremost of lief oca and hia steeds and driver 
and standard, began to strike the Sam saff,Uun. Willi bis well shot shafts Partita 
began to cut off ibe bows and arrows and quivers and bowstrings and hands 
and arms and tightly grasped weapons and umbrellas and standards and steeds 
and car shafts and robes and floral garlands ar.d twnamenls and costs of 
mail and handsome shields and beautiful beads, in large numbers, of bis 
unretreating foes 1 Wdl-cquipt cam and steeds and elephants, ridden by 
heroes fighting with great care, were destroyed by the hundreds of shafts 



4 'Hie two words used here; rir , Panktijam and its negative, have a 
peculiar signification. He that is worthy of being admitted to the same line 
with honored guests while sitting for a feed, a a fankfeya. He, oil the 
oilier hand, that is excluded from the line is an apankUr** To this day 
the leaders of all castes in India are busied with questions affecting the 
the inclusion in or the exclusion from the caste line of its members on 
occasion* of feed and festivity.— T. 
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s|*d by Pariha and fell down along will* the heroes that rode them. Cut 
off with broad* headed and cresccntsha|>cd and razor-faced arrows, huuun 
beads: resembling die lotus, the Sun, or the full Moon in beauty and 
resplendent with diadems and necklaces and crowns, dropped ceaselessly on 
trie ICurth. Then the Kalinga, the Variga, and the Nishada heroes, tiding 
on elephants thst resembled in splendour the elephant of the gseit foe of 
the ArtTvuf, rushed with speed against that qucllcr of the pride of the 
viz the son of Pandu, from desire of slaying him. Partlu cut off 
the armour, the vital limbs, the trunks, the riders ll>e standards, and the 
banners, of those elephants, upon which those beasts fell down like mountain 
summits riven with thunder. When that elephant force was broken, d* 
diadem-decked Arjuna shioude dthe sun of h : s preceptor with shafts endued 
with U*c splendour of the newly risen Sun, like the wind shrouding die risen 
Sun with masses of congref ated clouds. C hecking with his own shafts those 
of Arjuna, Drona’s son, shrouding bulb Arjuna and Vasudeva with his arrows, 
uttered a loud roar, like a masa of clouds at the close of summer after 
shrouding the Sim cr the Moon in the firmament. Deeply afflicted with 
those arrows. Arjuna, aiming hie weapons at Aswatthaman and at those 
followers of his belonging to thy army, speedily dispelled that darkness caused 
by Aswntthatnan's arrows, and pierced all of them with shafts cquit with 
goodly wings. In that battle none could see when Savyasachin took up his 
shafts, when he aimed them, and when be let them off. All that could be 
seen was that elephants and steees and foot-coldicrs and caT-warriors, struck 
with his arrows, fell down, deprived of life. Then Eiona’s son, without 
losing a moment, aiming ten foremost of arrows, sped them quickly as if they 
formed only one arrow. Shot with great force, five of these pierced Arjuna 
and the oilier five pierced Vasudeva. Struck with those arrows, loose two 
foremost of men, like Kuvera and Indra, hermme bathed in blood Thus 
afflicted, all the people there regarded those two heroes slain by Aswatthaman 
that wanicr who had completely mastered the science of arms. Then the 
chief of the Dasarhas addressed Arjuna and said,— Why errest thou (in thus 
sparing Aswatthaman) ? Slay this warrior! If treated with indifference, 
even this one will be the cause ol great wor, like a disease not sought to t>f 
put down by treatment !— Replying unto Kesava of unfading glory with ibe 
words — So be it, — Arjuna of unclouded understanding began* with good 
care, to mangle the son of Drona with his shafts. Now the son of Pandu, 
filled with rage, quickly pierced the massive arm a, smeared with sandal- 
paste, and the chest, the head, and the unrivalled thighs of his antagonist 
with sham equipped with hesds like goats’s ears, and shot with great force 

• Daityaripudwipa is explained by NiUkantha to mean an A turn having 
tl»e form of an elephant. 1 cannot reject, the obvious meaning of the 
compound for followiug the commentator. The elephant of the foe of the 
Vaityas would mean the prince of clcyhats, called Aiiavata, belonging to 
India.— T. 
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from GanJita. Then calling off the trices of Aiwatthiman's steeds, Arjuru 
began to pierce the steeds themselves, whereat the latter bore Aswathaman 
away to a great distance from the field. Thus borne away by ihoaa steeds 
endued with the speed of the wind, the intelligent ion of Drona, deeply 
afflicted with tlie shafts of Partha, re Heeling for some time, wished not to 
go back and renew the fi*ht with Partha. Knowing that victory is ever 
with the chief of the Vriihnts and with Dhananjaya, that fotemonxt one 
of Angirasa's race, endued with great activity, entered the army of Kama, 
deprived of hope and with shafts and weapons almost exhausted. Indeed, 
Druna's ion, •restraining his steeds, and having comforted hiuisetf a little, 
O sire, entered the force of Kama teeming with cars and steeds and men. 
After Aswatlhauian, that enemy of theirs, lud been thus removed from live 
field by bis steeds like a disease removed from the body by incantations 
and medicines and means, Ketava and Arjuua proceeded towards the 
Samutftnkas, on their car whose rattle resembled the roir of the clouds and 
whose hanner wnved on the wind.' " 



SECTION XVIII. 

'San jay a said,— “Meanwhile, towards the northern part of the Pandava 
army, a loud ufivoar arose of cars and elephants anil steeds ami foot- 
soldiers as these were being massacred by Dandadhara. Turing the course 
of the car but without stopping the steeds fleet as G.uuda or the wind, 
Kexava, addressing Arjuna, said,— - The chief of the Magadhas, with his 
{foe-) crushing elephant is unrivalled in pruwess ! In training and might 
he is not inferior to Bhagadattt himself. Having slain hint first, thou wilt 
then slay the Stttusaft, ik.it I— -At the conclusion of his words, Kctava bore 
Partha to tho presence of I)an<ladtur.L The chief of Magodhas, peerlesd in 
handling the elepliant-l-ook, even as the headless planet Ketu (is peerless) 
among all the planets, was destroying the hostile army like a fierce 
mmntcc destroying the whole Earth.* Riding on his foe-slaying and well- 
equipped elephant which looked like the Z\tMM with olepliaminc fare and 
foiui.t and whose roar resembled that of a congregated mass of clouds, 
Uandadliara was destroying with his sliafts thousands of cars and steeds 
and elephants and men. Tbe elephant also, treading with his feet upon 
cars, pressed down into the Earth a large number of men with their steeds 
and drivers. Many were the elephants also that that foremost of elephants 
crushed and slew with hit two fore feet and trunk- Indeed, the beast moved 

* A n.kuSa graJka me ins 4 in handling the hook.' Vikachtfgjrttk* is ex-* 
plained by Nikuntha to mean cither Ketu, the headless planet; or a caUhuitous 
planet like a fieTcc coin met.— T. 

f Vi(U note to verse 12 in the previous Sectk>n.— T. 
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like the wheel of Death. Slaying men adorned with steel coats of mail, 
along with their horses and f:>o*-suldier*, the chief of the Maghadlsai canned 
these to he pressed down into the earth, li« thick reeds preesed down with 
crackling sounds, by iue*n* of dial mighty and foremost of elephants 
belonging tu hint Then Arjun*, riding on that foremost of cars, rushed 
quickly towards that prince of elephants in the midst of that host 
teeming with thousands of ears and steeds and elephant*, and refunding 
with the heat and blare of innumerable cymbals and drums and conch*, 
and uproarious with the clatter of car* wheels, the twang of bow-strings, and 
the sound of pdm*. Then Dandadhara pierced Arjtina with a duxen fore- 
most of abaft* and Jinarddana with sixteen and each of the steeds with 
three, and then uttered a loud shout and laughed repeatedly. Then 
Partha, with a numbei of broad-headed shafts, cut off the bow of hit 
antagonist with its string and arro / fixed thereon, as also his well- 
docked standard, and then the guides of his beast and the footmen that 
protected the animal. At this the lord of C.irivraja hecame filled with rage. 
Desirous nf agitating Janatcldana with that tusker of his, whose temples had 
sj lit from excitement, and which revmblrd a mass <4 clouds and was endued 
with the s|X*cd of the wind, Dandadhaia struck Dhananjija with many 
lances. The son of P.uvdu then, with three ra/ur ‘Headed arrows, cut off, 
almost at tl* same instant of time, the two arms, each looking like the trunk 
of an elephant, and then the head, resembling the full Moon, of his foe. 
Then Arjuru struck the elephant of his antagonist with bundled* of arrows. 
Covered with the gofd-dcckrd arrows of Partin, that elephant eqt»t|>|>ed with 
golden armour looked as resplendent aft a mountain in the night with its 
hcihs and trees blaring in a conflagration. Afflicted with pain and roaring 
like a mass of cloud*, and exceedingly weakened, the elephant, crying and 
wandering and running with loitering steps fell down with the guide on its 
neck, like a mountain summit riven by thunder. Upim the fall of his brother 
in battle, Danila advanced again** Indra's younger brother and Dhananjaya, 
desirous of slaying them, on his tusker white a* snow and adorned with 
gold and looking like a Himalayan summit. Danda struck Janarddnna with 
three whetted Uncus bright ax the rays of the Sun, and Arjuna with five, and 
Uttered a loud shout. The » >n of Panda then, uttering a loud shout, cut 
off the two arms of Danda. Cut off by means of raror headed shafts, those 
two nroia, smeared with «anda1-past', adorned with nngadas t and with lances 
in grasp, as they Ml from the elephant's back at i)mj same instant of time, 
looked resplendent like a couple of large makes of great Wanly falling down 
fruni a mountain-summit. Cut off with a crescent- staped arrow by the 
diadem decked (Panha), the head also of Danda fell down on the Earth 
4 rum die elephant's bark, and covered with blood ii looked resplendent M 
it lay like the Sun dropped from the A*ta mountain towards the western 
quarter. Then Partha pierced with many excellent arrow i bright as Ike rays 
of the Sun that elephant of his foe, resembling a maw of white cloud* 
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whereupon it fell down with a loud noise like a HinuUyan summit riven 
with thunder. Then other huge elephant* capable of winning victory and 
reaemb'ing the two already slain, were cut off by Savvasachin, in that battle, 
even a* the two (belonging to l>amla and Dandadhara) had been ;ui off. 
At this ll»c vast hostile force broke. Then elephants and cars and steeds 
and men, in dense throngs, clashed against one another and fell down on the 
field Tottering, they violently struck one anoilver and fell down deprived 
of hie. Then Ins soldier-, encouipasain.* Arjuna like the cclestulft encoin* 
passing Purandara, began to say,— O hero, tlut foe of whom ire lud been 
frightened like creatures at the sight of Death himself, lulli, by good luck, 
been slain by ibee ! If thou lttdftl not protected from tlut fear thufcc |ieople 
that were so deeply afflicted by mighty foes, tlscts by this time our foes would 
have felt that delight which we now feel at their death, 0 slayer of enemies !— 
Hearing these and other words uttered by friends and allies, Arjuna, with a 
cheerful heart, worshipped tlwwe men, each according to his deserts, and 
proceeded once more against the Samuifitakat.* " 



SECTION XIX. 

"Saniya said, — 'Wheeling round, hkc the planet Mercury in five curvature 
of its orbit, Jistina once more slew large numbers of the .Saw fw/fafev * ' 
Afflicted with the shafts of Parlha, O king, men, steeds, and elephants O 
Dharata, wavered and wandered and lost colour and fell down and died. Many 
foremost of animals tied to yokes, and drivers, and standards and bows, 
and shafts, and l ands, and weapons in grasp, and arms, and heads, of heroic 
foes fighting with him, the son of Pandu cut off in that battle, with arrows, 
some of which were broad -headed, some t<|ilipt with heads like razors, some 
crescent- shaped, and some fumhhed with heads like the cal f*s tooth. lake 
bulls fighting with a bull for the sake of a row in reason, brave warriors, by 
hundreds and thousands, closed upon Arjuna. The battle that took place 
between them and him made the hair to stand on end, like the encounter 
between the Duityai and the wielder of live thunder buH nn the occasion of 
the conquest of the three worlds. Then tlie son of Ugrayudlu pierced Panha 
with three shafts resembling three venomous snakes. Partlia, however, cut 
off from his enemy's trunk the latter's head. Then those warriors, filled with 
rage, covered Arjuna iroro every side with diverse kinds of weajjons, like llse 
clouds urged by the Marutt shrouding Himavat at the close of summer. 
Checking with his own weapons those of his foes on every side, Arjuna slew 
a Urge number of his enemies with well-shut shafts. With bis arrows Arjuna 
then cut off the TWwfur, the steeds, the drivers, and the rarskni drivers 
of many cars, and displaced the weapons and quivers of many, and deprived 
many of their wheels and standard*, and broke the chords, the traces, and 
the axles of many, and destroyed the bottoms and yokes of others, and 
6 
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caused all the equipments of many to fall ufl from their places. Those can, 
thus smashed and injured l»y Arjum in large nu rollers looked like the 
Itmtrions mavtsinK of the rirli «lrstprfytd liy fire, wind, ami rain. Klrptaintil, 
their vital* pierced with shafts resembling thunder bolts in impetuosity, fell 
down like mansion on mountain-lop* overthrown by Masts of lightning, 
large numbers of steeds with their riders, struck hy Arjuna, fell down on 
Uio Earth, their tongues and entrails prettied out, themselves deprived of 
strength and bathed in bhxd, and presenting an awful sight Men and 
steeds and elephants, pierce*! by Savyisacbin with his shafts, wandered and 
tottered and fell ilown und uttered * rich of pain and looked pale, O sire ! Like 
Mahendia smiting down the Dunam* Partlva snvote down Urge numbers of 
his foes, by means of shafts whetted on stone and resembling the thunder 
or poison in deadlines* Brave warriors, cased in costly coats of mail and 
decked with ornaments, and armed with diverse kinds of weapons, lay on 
the field, with their cars and standard*, sUin by Pari ha. Vanquished (and 
deprived of life X persons of righteous deeds, ixasestcd of noble birth am! 
great knowledge, proceeded to heaven in consequence of those glorious deeds 
of theirs, while their bodies only lay on Farth Then the chiefs, belonging 
to thy army, of various realms, filled with wrath and accompanied by their 
followers, rushed against Ar|una, flat forcmo.t of car warriors. Warriors 
borne on tlaeir cars and steeds and elephant*, and fooisohiiers alao, alt desi- 
rous of slaying ( Arjuna ). ruslwd towards him, slwoting diverse weapons with 
great speed. Then the Arjuna-wind, hy means of keen shaft*, destroyed that 
thick slwiwer of weapons dropped l»y those warriors Consuming a mass of 
congregated clouds. People then beheld Arjuna eroding that rafricss ocean 
constituted by steids and foot soldier* and elephants and cars, ami having 
mighty weapons for it* waves, on a bridge a mat i tilted by hin own mtghly 
weapon* uf offence and defence Then Vasudeva, addressing Parthn, said.-— 
Wiiy, O sinless one, dust thou spot! in this way ? Grinding thews Santa- 
f takas, haste thyself fuf Kama's slaughter 1— Saying, — So be it— unto 
Kristina, Aijuna then, forcibly smiling the remnant of the Samtaftakat with 
his weapons, hegan to destory Uiem like India destroying the Daily ai. At 
that time, with even the closest attention, men could nut mark when Arjuna 
took out his shafts when he aimed them, and when ho let them ofT quickly. 
Guvinda himself, O Hharau, regarded it wonderful. Like swans diving into 
a lake, the shafts of Arjuna, white and active as swans, penetrated into the 
hostile force. Then Govtnda, beholding the field of battle during the progress 
of that carnage, said these word* to Savyaaachin* — Here, O Partho, for the 
sake of Duryudlouia alone, uccurrcth this great and terrible destruction of 
the Bliaratas and other kings of the Faith ! Behold, O son of Bharala. these 
bows, with golden backs, of nva*iy mighty bowmen, and tl>C9C girdles and 
quivers loosened front their bodies 1 Behold these straight shaft* cquipt with 
wings of gold, and these long arrows washed with oil and looking like snakes 
freed from their Roughs I Behold these beautiful lance* decked with gold, 
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lying scattered about, and iliese coats of mail, O Him rata, adorned with gold 
and (alien off bom Urn bodies of like warrior* ! Behold these spears embelli- 
shed with gold, these darts trior rod with the same mcul, and these huge 
nvaces twined round with threads of gold and chords of hemp 1 Behold these 
swords decked with bright gold and these axes adorned with the same, and 
tliese tattle-axes equip! with gold decked h indies 1 Behold al:*> these spiked 
clubs, these short arrows, these BhuSundii, und these Kanaf^i ; these iron 
A uH/as lying around, and these heavy A/uiAa/ai ! These victory-longing war- 
riors endued with great activity and armed with diverse wcaiains, though dead, 
still seem to be quick with life I Behold those thousands of warriors, their 
limbs crushed with marcs, and head* split with AtusMaM or smashed mid 
Iron by elephants and steeds and cans ! O slayer nf foes, the field of battle 
is strewn with the bodies of men and elephants and si t ed s deprived of life, 
dreadfully mangled with drafts and darts und swords and l.«nrcs and scimitars 
and axes und sj*:ars and iVak/utra* und bludgeons, and bathed in streams of 
blood ! Strewn with arms smeared with «anda1-|iastc and decked with 
An&vi<;s and graced with auspicious indications and cased in leathern fences 
and adorned with AVywrwf, the Ranh looks resplendent, O BlwraU ! Strewn 
also with hinds having fingcri cased in feres decked with ornaments, und 
lopped off from arms, and with severed thighs looking like the trunks of 
elephants, of heroes endued with great activity, and with heads adorned with 
cux-ringi nnd headgears set with gems, (the Earth looks exceedingly beaoti(ul) ! 
Behold those beautiful cars, decked with golden talk, broken in diverge 
ways ! Behold those numerous steeds bathed in bluod, those bottoms of 
car*, and long quivers, and diverse Kind* of standards and banners, and those 
huge conch* of the combatants, and those yak tails perfectly white, und 
llkose elephants, with tongues lolling uut and lying on the field like bills, und 
those beautiful with triumphal banners, and those slain elephant warriors, 
und thoou rich coverlets, each consisting of one piece of blanket, for the 
lacks of those huge beasts, and llvwc Iwauliful and variegated and tom 
blankets, and those numerous bells luottnud from the bodies of elephants 
and broken into fragniets by those falling creatures and those I looks with 
I urullcs set nidi stones of lapii taiuti fallen upon the Earth, and those 
ornamented yokes of steeds, and tliose armours, set with diamonds, fur their 
breasts, and thooe rich clotba, adorned with gold and tied to the ends of 
like standards borne by horsemen, 4 and those variegated coverlets and 
housings and A'anku skins, set with brilliant* and inlaid with gold, for the 
backs of steeds and fallen on the ground, and those large diamonds adorning 
like bead gears of kings, and tnose lieauliful necklaces of gold, and tlaitte 
umbrellas displaced I rum their positions, and Ukmc yak-tail* and fans ! 
liehnld die Earth strewn with fares adorned with ear rings, bright us the mooli 
or stars, and embellished with well-cut beards, and each looking like the 

4 This is a triplet in the Bengal texts. — T. 
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full moon f The Earth, strewn with those faces looking like lilies and 
lotus**, resemble) a lake adorned with a dense assemblage of lilies and lotuses. 
Behold, tin: Earth, possessing the effulgence of the bright moon and diver- 
sified as if with myriads of stars, looks like the autumnal firmament baspu- 
ngted with stellar lights ! O Arjuiu, these feats that luve been achieved by 
thee in great battle today, arc, indeed, worthy of thee or of the chief of the 
celestial* himself in heaven ! — Even thus did Krishna hlww the field of battle 
unto Arjum. Ami while returning ( from the field to their camp \ they heard 
a loud noise in the army of IHiryndhana. Indeed, the tipnxir tluit was heard 
consisted of the blare <4 ronrlis and the beat of symlrals and drums and 
Patakas and the clatter of car wheels, the neigh of steeds, the grunt of 
elephant 6 , and the fierce clash of weapons. Penetrating into tlrat force by 
live «;d of his steeds possessing the fleetness of live wind, Krishna became 
filled with wonder ujion beholding thy army grinded by Pandya. Like Yama 
himself slaying creatures whose lives have run out, Pandya, that foremost 
id warriors ski led in shafts and weapons «as destroying crowds of foe* by 
m-ans of diverse kinds of shafts. Piercing the bodies of elephants and steeds 
and men with sharp slia'ls, that Ion must of uniters overthrew and deprived 
them of life Cutting ofT with his own shafts die diverse weapons hurled at 
him by many foremost ot foes, Pandya slew his enemies like Sakra des- 
troying tlx: DarutV**” 



sicnoN xx. 

“iJlmUiadilia said,—' Time didst before mention to me the name of 
Pandya, tint lieru of w »rtd-«idc celebrity, but hi* feats, O San Jay a in battle, 
have n^ver been n«na:ed by thee t Tell me today in detail of the proweas 
of that *rcat Iiero, Ins ski 1. spirit, and entrgy, the measure of his might, and 
his pride f* 

"Sanjaya said, — 'Bhiphm* and Droiia and Kripi and Drona's son and 
Kama and A'Juna and Jinardduna. those thorough masters of the science 
of weapons, arc regarded by tbcc as tlic foremost of car-«arrk>rs. Know, 
however, Uut Pandya regarded himself superior to all these foroinust of 
car-watt kits in energy I Indeed lie never re garded any one autougsl the kings 
as equal to hi insult. H n % vcx admitted his equality with Kama and Bhislima, 
Not did lie admit within lirs heart dial be was inferior in any respect to 
Vavudcva or A » juna. Even such was Pandya, that foremost of kings, tlut 
firm ol all wieidur of wi^ions. F.licd with ra^e hke the Destroyer himself, 
Pandya. al that time, was slaughtering die army of Kama. That force swelling 
r/ilh cars and steeds and teeming with foremost of fool-soldiers, struck by 
Pandyu, began to turn round like the potter's wheel. Like the wind dk purs- 
ing a mass of congregated clouds, Pandya, with his well- shot artows, began 
to dispels* that force, desuoyfag ils steeds and drivers and standards and 
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c.ri and causing its wetpooi and clr.phants to fill down. I. ike the splitter 
of mountains alii kin ; down mountain;. with his thunder, Pandya overthrew 
elephants with their iidei«, havin ' |*« vionjy cut down the standards and 
banners avid iscapjn* with which they were Armed, ;u also the luot-su Idler* that 
pcotccicd tiutoc beast*. Ami he • **l down hor»c> 9 and horbcmcn with their 
darts and lances and (plivers. Mangling with his shafts the Pulindas, the 
Khans, the Valhik&s* the Nisbadas, the Andhakas, the Tnuganas Ihc 
Southerner*, and the Ilii >>aw, all of whom, endued with great courage, 
were unyielding and obstinate in b title, and divesting ilwm of their weapons 
and coats of mail, Pandya deprived the n o. their lives. Bclxilding Pandya 
destroying with hi* shills in battle ilutt host consisting of four kinds of 
forces, the sun of Lhona fearlessly proceeded towards that fearless warrior. 
Fearlessly addressing in sweet words that warrior who then seemed to dance 
on his car, Drona’i sun, dial furtinoil uf witters, amilling the while, summoned 
him and said, O king, O tbuu with eyes like the |»CUls uf live lotus, thy 
hirth *% noble and learning great I Of celebrated might and prowess, thou 
revembiest Indra him Sell I Stretching with ihy two massive arms the bow held 
by thee and w1k*>c Urge string is ai a* lied to thy gnisp, thou lookest beautiful 
like a mu . 5 of congregated clouds as liiou potfreU over Ihy foes thick showerB 
uf im lentous shafts ! I du rut see anybody save my self that can be a match 
lor thee in battle I Alone tlxm crushevt numerous cars and elephants and foot- 
soldiers anti steeds* like liie fearless lion of terrible might crushing herds of 
deer m the forest. Making the welkin and tbo Ktrtli resound with the loud 
clatter of thy ear-wheels, iltou lookest resplendent, O king, like a crop-destroying 
autumnal cloud of loud roari. Taking uut ut ihy quiver and shooting thy 
keen shafts resemblin' sanke< uf virulent poison, fight with myself only, 
like (the Aiura) Andhaka lighting with the Three eyed deity ! — Thus 
addressed, Pandyu answered, — So bo it I — Tlwn Promt's ton, tc*ll>ng him, — 
Strike, — assailed him with vigor. In return, NiaUyndhw.ij* piciood the son 
cf Dioua with a barbed . uruw, Then l)ro:>a's son, tlut best ol preceptors, 
smiling tins while, struck P.indja with sunus fierce arrows, capable of 
penetrating into the very vitals ar.d resembling flames of fire. Then Aswatha- 
man once more sped at Ins lo« some other Urge arrows equip! with keen 
points and capable ut piercing the very vilalr, causing them tu cuurse through 
the welkin# with the ten different kinds ol motion.* P.mdy.i, however, with 
nine shall* of hi% cut off ail tliow arrow* of his antagonist. With 
fuur other shafts he ;• Aliened the four steeds uf his foe, at which they 
speedily expired, Having then, with his sharp siiafs, cut off the arrows of 
Oruna's son.Pandya then cul • ll tho Mrechud b iwatringof AswuUbatuan endued 
with ;lwj xptendour of the Sun. Then I Iron*'* sun, that slayer of foet- 
al ringing ids nnstnngcd bow, and seeing that his men had meanwhile 



♦ These are, upwards, downwards, aright, transverse, etc. Different limbi 
require to be pierced aitli arrows inspired with different kinds uf motion. — T. 
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speedily yoked oilier excellent steeds onto his car, sited thuusands of arrows 
( at liis foe ). By this, that regenerate one filled the entire welkin and the 
ten points of the compass with his arrows. Although knowing that those 
shahs uf li>« high-souled son of Prorva employed in sliooting were redly 
inexhaustible, yet Pandya, that bull among men, cut them all into pieces. 
The antagonist of Aswmithainan, carefully cutting off all those shafts shot by 
die latter, then slew with his own keen shafts the two protectors of the 
latter's car-wheels in that encounter. Beholding the lightness of hand 
displayed by his foe, Drona's son, drawing his bow to a circle, began to 
shoot his arrows like a mass of clouds pouring tocrenU of rain. During that 
space of time 0 ore, which consisted only of the eighth part of a day, the 
son of Druna shot as many arrows as were carried on eight carts each drawn 
by eight bullocks. Almost all those men that then bchdd Aswatthaman, 
who at that time looked like the Destroyer himself filled with rage, or rather 
the Destroyer of the Destroyer lo>t tlieir senses. Like a mast of clouds at 
the close of summer drenching with torrents of rain the ftiarlh with her 
inountuns and trees, the preceptor’s son poured on that hostile force his 
arrowy shower, Riffling A*ith the Payavya weapon that unbearable shower 
of arrows shot by the Aswatthaman -cloud, the Pandya-wind, filled with joy, 
uttered loud roars. Then Drona's won cutting off die standard, smeared 
with sanda1-[ia;te and other perfumed unguents and bearing the derice 
of the Malaya mountain on it, of the roaring Pandya, slew the four steeds 
of the latter. Slaying then his fac'd driver with a tingle shaft, and cutting 
off with a crescent-slop 3d arrow the bow also of dud warrior whose twang 
resembled the roar of the clouds, Aswallbaiuan cut off his enemy's car into 
minute fragments. Checking with hit weapons those of his enemy, and 
culling off all the wcajxjni of the latter, Drona's ton, aid tough he obtained the 
opportunity to do his enemy the crowning evil, still slew him not, from desire 
ot battling with him for sometime more. Meanwhile Kama rushed against 
the large elephant force of the Pandavas and Iragan to rout and destroy it 
Depriving car-warriors of their car*, he struck elephants and steeds and 
human warriors, O^Bharata, with innumerable straight shift*. That mighty, 
bowmaan rfs., the son of Uiona, although he had made Panday, that slayer 
of foes and foremost of car-warriors, careless, yet he did not slay him from 
desire of fight. At that time a bii^c riderless elephant, with large tusks, well- 
equipt with all utensils ol war, treading with speed, endued with great might, 
quick to proceed against any enemy, struck with Aswatthaman's shaft*, 
advanced towards the direction of l’andya with gr?at impetuosity, roaring 
against a hostile comi>cer. Beholding tliat prince of elephants, looking like 
a cloven mountain -summit, Pandya, wlio was well acquainted with the method 
uf lighting trum the neck of an elephant, quickly ascended that beast like a 

4 7ta/iiiww/«i, tin: younger brother of Surya, i. t % the deity of the clouds 
or Parjannj* . — T. 
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lion springing with a loud roar lo the top of a mountain-summit. Then that lord 
of the prince of mountain*, striking the elephant with the hook, and inspired 
with rage, and with that cuol care for which lie was distinguished in hurling 
weapons with great force, quickly sped a lance, bright as Surya’s rays, at 
the preceptor’s son and uttered a loud shout. Repeatedly shouting in Joy,— 
7'kru art slain, — Th*n art slain ! — Pandya (with that Unce) crushed to pieces 
the diadem of Druna's son adorned with foremost of jewels and diamonds 
of the first water and the v;ry best kind uf guld and excellent cloth and 
strings of pearls. That diadem, jv«r.essed of the splendour of the Sun, 
the Moon, the planets, or the fire, in consequence of the violence of die 
storke, fell down, split into fragments, like a mnintain summit riven 
by India's thunder, (ailing down on the Earth willi great noise. At ihi^ 
Aswotthamftn bla/ed up with exceeding race like a prince of snakes struck 
with the fco», and took up four and ten shafts capable of inflicting great pain 
upon fot s and each resembling the Destroyer’s rod. With five of those 
shafts be cut off the four feet and the trunk of his adversary's elephant, and 
with three ;he two arms and the head of the king, and with six he slew the 
six mighty car-wftriors, endued with great effulgence, that followed king 
Pandya. Those long and well-rounded arms of the king, smeared with 
excellent sandal-paste,and adorned with gold and psarlsand gems and diamonds, 
falling upon the Earth, began to writhe tike a eoujde of snakes slain by 
CarudA. That head also, graced with a fare bright a* the full Moon, having 
a prominent nose ami a pair of Urge eyes red as copper with rage, adorned 
with car rings, filling on the ground, looked resplendent like the Moon 
himself between tao bright constellation*. Tire elephant, thus rut of! by that 
skilful warrior if.to six pieces with those five shafts, and the king into (our 
pieces with those three xha'ts liy divided, in all, into ten pieces that 
looked tike the ►acrificial butter distributed into ten portions intended 
for tlie ten deities. Having cut off numerous steeds and men and elephants 
into pieces and offered them as food unto the Rakskaun, king Pandya 
was thus quieted by Drona's ion with his shafts like a blazing fir-, 
in a crematorium extinguished with water alter it has received a libation in 
the shape of a lifeless l>ody. # Then like the chief of the celestials joyfully 
worshipping Yi*4mu after the subjugation of the A sura Vali, thy sin, the king, 
acconj^nied by hi* brothers approaching the preceptor’s son wnrshipficd 
with great respect that warrior who is a complete master of the science of 
arms, after, indeed, he lad completed live task he had undertaken.* 1 



* To this day, in India, the custom exists of extenguishing the fire in the 
crematorium after it has reduced to ashes the lifeless body.— T. 
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SECTION XX! 

“DhriuniditTa wild,— ’When Pandyi had been and alien Out lore- 
most of her..«4, n'l» Kama wa<) employe! in roiling and destroying tlie fue, 
what, O Sanjiyn, did Atjuru do in battle ? That non of Pandit ** a hero, 
enduetl with great might, attend vs to his duties, and a complete master iA 
the science of arms. Tim Irgfinonloil S mk.ira hintstlf hath node him 
invincible among all creature* My greatest fears |i mceed fnnn that 
Dlutnanjaya, tliat slaver of foes I Tell uw, O Sinjtya, all tint Partlia achieved 
there cm that oocasou !’ 

“Saniya said.— 'After Pandy'ai fall, Kriahna <|Hickly said unto Arjuu* 
these beneficial words :— ! do not 1>rhold Urn King I The other Pandarai 
aleo have retreated ! If the Parlhai itad returned. the vast lorce of the 
enemy wou-d lave been broken. In fulfil limit c»f the purposes wkituincd by 
Aswatthaman, Kama is slaying the Srinjaya* A great carnage is I icing iu.ulc 
{by that warrior) of tteedi Mid egr warriors and ilc|4iant» !— Thus tlie heroic 
V&suJcva rejiresented everything unto tho di »d*m deknd (Arjuua), Having of 
and beholding that great danger <.(*'» brother (Yudhislilhira). Partlia quickly 
addressed Krishna, wiying,— Urge the steed* of IlrWrikew I— Then 
Hrishikesa proceeded on that ivreafctiM* car * The cncounler then that 
once more look |tl*TC became exceedingly fierce. The Kurus and 
the Pandavaa oncu more fearlessly closed with each other, llttU is, 
the Paribas headed by Hhim&een* and onrselvts bended by the Su/as 
•on. Then, O best of kings, there once more commenced a battle between 
Kama and the Pundava* that swelled the population of Varna's kingdom. 
With bows and arrows and spuml clubs and Bwoids and lances und 
jues and altori clubs and Jikuthundii and darts and r.q.icr» and battle- 
axes and maces and spears and juilubcd An rt(,$s. and short dulls and hooks, 
tlic comliaiatils quickly fed upon Ovta another, dii'tuUi of taking one another 8 
life, Fdling the welkin, the cardinal points of the com pin, the subsidiary 
ones, tho firmament, and the lUrih, with the whwa of arrows, die twang of 
bowstrings, the sound of paluii, and t-io cltltuf of car wheels, foes rushed Ujtifl 
foes. Gladdened by that loud noise, hero;* fought with huroea, desirous of 
reaching the end of the hostilities. Loud became tho noise caused by the 
Kjtmd of bowstrings and fences and lur\ tire grunt of elegants, and the 
shouts of foot-soldiers ai.d falling inert. Hearing lbs terrible vliin of arrows 
and the diverse shouts of brave wuirior*, the troop* fri^ht.bucaine pale, and fell 
down. Lar^e numbers of thoac foci thus employed in shouting and shutting 
weapons, the heroic snn of AdhrMtlst crashed with his arrows. With his 
shafts Kama then despatdrcd to Varna's al/odc twenty car-warriors among die 
brave Pancbala heroes, with their slr-ili, drivers, and standards. Then many 
foreioo>t of warriors, of the Patnlavu army, endued with great energy, and 
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quick in the use of weapons speedily wheeling round, encompassed Kama on 
all sides. Kama agitated that hostile force with showers of weapons like 
the leader of an elephantine herd plunging into a lake adorned with lotuses 
and covered with swans. Penetrating into the midst of his foes, the son of 
Radius shaking his best of bows, begau to strike off and fell tbeir beads with 
his sharp shafts. The shields and coats of mail of the waroors, cut off, fell 
down on the Earth. There was none amongst them that needed tho touch 
of a second arrow of Kama's. Like a driver striking the steeds with the 
whip, Kama, with bis shafts capable of crushing coats of mail and bodies 
and the life that quickened them, struck the fences (of bis foes) perceivable 
only by their bowstrings. Like a lion grinding herds of deer, Kama speedily 
grinded all those Pandus and Srinjayas and Panchalas that came within reach 
of his arrows. Then the chief of the Panchalas, and the sons of Draupadi, 
O sire, and the twins, and Yuyudhana, uniting together, proceeded against 
Kama. When those Kurus, and Panchalas and Pandus were thus engaged 
in battle, the other warriors, reckless of their very lives, began to strike at 
one another. Well cased in armour and coats of moil and adorned with 
head gears, combatants endued with great strojglb rushed at their foes, with 
maces and short clubs and spiked bludgeons kxiking Me up-lifted rods of the 
Destroyer, and jumping. O sire, aud challenging one another, uttered loud 
shouts. Then they struck one another, and fell down, assailed by ona 
another, will) blood rising from their limbs and deprived of brains and eyes 
and weapons. Covered with weapons, some, os they fay there with faces 
beautiful os pomegranates, having teeth adorned mouths filled with blood, 
teemed to be alive. Others, in that vast ocean of battle, filled with rage mangled 
or cut or pierced or overthrew or lopped off or slew one another with battle-axes 
and short arrows and hooks and spears and lances. Slain by one another 
they fell down, covered with blood and deprived of life, like sandal trees 
cut down with the are falling down and shedding as they fall thoir cool blood- 
red juice. Cara destroyed by cars, elephants by elephants, men by men, 
and steeds by steeds, fell down in thousands. Standards, and heads, and 
umbrellas, and elephants, trunks, and human arms, cut off with razor faced 
or broad- headed or cresent-shaped arrows, fell down on the Earth. Largo 
numbers also of men, and elephants, and cars with steeds yoked thereto* 
were ctuahod in that battle, Many brave warriors, slain by horsemen, fell 
down, and many tuskers, with their trunks cut off, and with banners and 
standards (on their bodies.) fell down like fallen mountains Assailed by 
foot* Bold iers, many elephants arid cars, destroyed or in course of destruction, 
fell down on all aides. Horsemen, encountering foot-soldiers with activity, were 
slain by the latter. Similarly crowd* of foot-soldiers, slain by horsemen, laid 
themselves down on tbe field, The faces and the limbs of those slain in that 
dreadful battle looked like crushed lotuses and faded floral wreaths. The beauti- 
ful forms of elephants and steeds and human beings, 0 king, then resembled 
cloths begrimed with dirt, and became exceedingly repulsive to look at.' " 
7 
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SECTION XX 11. 

"Sanjaya said,— "Many elephant -warriors riding on their beasts, urged 
by thy wn, proceeded against Dbr i&htadyu runs, filled with rage and desirous 
of compassing his destruction. Many foremost of combatants skilled in 
elephant-fight, belonging to the Easterners, the Southerners, the Angas, tlm 
VangAA the Pundras, tbe M aga dh as, the Tainraliptakaa, the Mekalas, the 
KocaUa, the Madras, the Dacarnas, the Nishadhas, uniting with the Kalingas, 
O Blurata and showering shifts and lances and arrows like pouring clouds, 
drenched the Pancbala force there with in that battle. Those (foes) crushing 
elephants urged forward by their riders with heels and toes and hooks, Pri* 
shata's son covered with his arrows and slwfts. Each of tl>oic beasts tUt 
were huge as lulls, the Panchala hero pierced with ten, eight, or six whetted 
shafts, O Blmrata I Beholding the prince of the Panctiabs shrouded by 
those elephants hkc the Sun by the clouds, the Pandus and the Pandialas 
proceeded towards him (for his rescue) uttering loud toars and armed with 
Bharp weapons, Pouring their weapons upon those elephants, those warriors 
began to dance the dance of heroes, aided by the music of their bowstrings 
and the sound of their pains, and urged by heroes beating the time. Then 
Nlhlhi and Sahadcva, and the sons of Dnupadi, and the Prabludrakas, and 
Satyaki, and Sikhandin, and Chekitana endued with great energy,— all those 
heroes— drenched those defiant* from every side with their weapons, like 
the clouds drencing the bills with their showers. Those furious elephants, 
urged on by Mlmh\ warriors dragging down with their trunks men and 
steeds and cars, crushed them with their feet." And some they pierced with 
the points of their tusk-, and so me they raised uloft and disbud down on the 
ground ; others, taken aloft on the tusks of those huge beast, fell down, 
inspiring spectators with fear/' Then Sulyaki, piercing Use vitals of the 
elephant belonging to the king of the Vangas staying before him, with a long 
shaft endued with gnat impetuosity, caused it to fall down on the field of 
battle. Then Satyaki pierced with another long shaft the chest of the rider 
whom he could not hitherto touch, Just as the latter waa about to jump from 
the back of his beast. Thus struck by Satwato, lie ft It down on the Earth. 
Meanwhile Sshadeva, with three shafts rfwt with great care. Struck the 
elephant of Pundra, as it advanced against him like a moving mountain, 
depriving it ol its standard and driver and armour and life, Having thus cut ofl 
that elephant, Sahadcva proceeded against the chief of Use Angas. Nakula, 
however, causing Sahadeva to desist, himself afflicted the ruler of the Angas 
with three long shafts, each resembling the rod nf Yaraa, and his foe's 
elephant with a hundred arrows. Then the ruler of the Angai hurled at 
Nakula eight hundred Uncos bright as the rap of the Sun. Each of these Nakula 
cut off into three fragments. Tbe ion of Panda then cut off tbe bead of his 
antagonist with a crescent-*h*r«d arrow, At this that Afleahha king, deprived 
of life, fell down with the animal he rode. Upon the fall of the prince of 
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the Angas who wag well-skilled in elephant-lore, the elephant-men of live 
Angat, filled with rage, proceeded with speed against Nakulo, on their 
elephants decked with banners that waved in the air, possessing excellent 
mouths, adorned with housings of gold, and looking like Waxing mountains, 
Imm desire of crushing him to piece*. And many Mekal&s and Ulkalas, and 
Kalingas, and Nisbadhas, and Tamraiiplakas, also advanced against Nakuia, 
showering their shafts and lances and desirous of slaying him. Then the Pandas 
the Panclwdas, and the Soma k as, filled with rage, rushed with speed for the 
rescue of Nakula shrouded by those warriors like the Sun by the clouds 
Then occurred a fierce battle between those car-warriors and elephant men 
the former showering their arrows and shafts, the latter their lances by 
thousands. The frontal globes and other limbs and the tusks and adornments 
of the elephants, exceedingly pierced with shaftr, were split and mangled. 
Then Sahadeva, with four and sixty impetuous arrows, quickly slew eight of 
those huge elephant* which fell down with their riders. And Nukula also, 
that delighter of his race, bending hi* excellent bow with gTcat vigor, with 
many straight shafts, slew many elephants. Then the Panchala prince, and 
the grandion of Cini, and the sons of Dratlpadi and the Prabhadrakas, 
and Cikhandin, drenched those huge elephant* with showers of shaft?. 
Then in consequence of those rsincharged clouds constituted by the Pandava 
warriors, those hills constituted by the elephants of the foe, fell, struck down 
by torrents of rain formed by their nutneruus shafts, like real mountains 
struck down with a thunder-storm. Those leaders of tl>c Pandava car-warriors 
then, thus slaying those elephants of thine, cast their eyes on the hostile, 
army, which, as it fled away at that time, resembled a river whose continents 
had been washed away. Those warriors of Pandu’s son, having thus agitated 
that army of thine, agitated it once more, ami then rushed against Kama.' ” 



SECTION XXIII. 

“Sunjaya said,— 'While Sahadeva, filled with rage, was thus blasting thy 
host, Dussasana, O great king, proceeded against him, the brother against 
the brother, Beholding those two engaged in dreadful combat, all the great 
car-warriors uttered leonine shouts and waved their garments. Then, O 
Bharata, the mighty son of Pandu was struck in the chest with three arrows 
"by thy angry sun armed with the how. Then Sahadeva, O king, having first 
pierced thy ion with an arrow, pierced him again with seventy arrows, and 
then his driver with three. Then Dussisana, O monarch, having cut off 
Sahadeva’ » bow in that great battle, pierced Sahadeva himself with three 
seventy arrows in the arms and the chest Then Sahadeva, filled with rage, 
took uo a sword] in that dreadful conflict, and whirling, hurled it quickly 
towards the cur of thy son. Cutting off Dussasana’s bow with string and 
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arrow fixed on it, that large sword felt down on the Earth like a snake from 
the firmament. Then the valiant Saliadeva, taking up another bow, shot a 
deadly shaft at Dubsihm&. The Kuru warrior, however, with his keen- 
edged sword, cut olt into two fragments that shaft, bright as the rod of Death, 
as it coursed towards him. Then whirling that sharp sword, Dussaianu 
quickly hurled it in that battle at his fue. Meanwhile that valiant warrior 
took up another bow with a shaft. Sahadeva, however, with the greatest ease, 
cut off, with his keen shafts, that sword as it coursed towards him, and caused 
it to fall down in that battle. Then, O Bharata, thy son, in that dreadful battle, 
quickly sped four and $;xty shafts at the car of Sahadeva. Sahadeva however, O 
king, cut off CTcry one of those numerous arrows as they coursed wills great 
impetuosity towards him, with five shafts of his. Checking then those mighty 
shafts sped by thy son, Sahadeva, in that battle, sped a Urge number of 
arrows at his foe. Cutting off each of those shaft! with three shafts of his, 
thy son uttered a loud shout, making the whole Barth resound with it Then 
Dussaaana, O king, laving pierced Sahadeva in that buttle, struck the Utter's 
driver with nine arrows. The valiant Sahadeva then, O monarch, filled with 
rage, fixed on his bow-string a terrible shaft resembling ihc Ikestmyer himself 
forcibly drawing the bow, he Sped that shaft at thy son. Piercing with great 
speed through his strong armour anil body, that sluift entered the Earth, O 
king, like a snake penetrating inlo an anthill. Then tliy son, that great otr- 
watTtor, swooned away, O king. Beholding him deprived of his senses, bis 
driver quickly took away the car, himself forcibly struck all the whilo with 
keen nrrows. Having vanquished the Kuiu warrior thus the son of Pandu, 
beholding Duryudhana's division, began to crush it on all sides. Indeed, O 
king, as a man excited with wrath crushes swarm of ants, even so, O 
Bharata, did that son of Pandu begin to crush tile Kaurava host. ” 



srcnoN xxiv 

"Sunjaya said.— 'While Nakula was employed in destroying and routing 
the Kaurava divisions in battle with great force. Vi kai Una's son Kama, filled 
with rage, checked him, O king. Then Nakula, smiling the while, addressed 
Kama, anil said, — After a long time, through the favor of the gods, I am 
seen by thcc, and thou also, O wTetch, dost become the object of my sight 1 
Thou art the root of all these evils, this hostility, this quart: 1 ! It is through 
thy fault! that the Kauravas are being thinned, encountering one another 
Slaying time in battle today, 1 will regard myself a? one that hai achieved 
his object, and the fever of my heart will he dispelled 3— Thus addressed 
by Nakula, the Sutas Bon said unto him the following words befiting a prince 
and a bowman in particular, — Strike me, O hero I We desire to witness tby 
manliness ! Having achieved some feats in battle, O brave warrior, tbou 
sbouldst then boast I O sire, they that arc heroes fight in battle to the best of 
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tHcir powers, without indulging in brag 1 Fight now with ute to the host of thy 
might ! I will quell thy pride I— Having said these words, the son quickly 

struck the son of Pandu and pierced hiui, in that encounter, with three and 
seventy shafts. Then NakuU, O llharaU, thus pierced by the Sutas son, pierced 
the latter in return with eighty shafts resembling sinkes of virulent poison. 
Then Kama, that great bowman, cutting off his antagonist's bow with a number 
of arrows winged with gold and whetted on stone, afflicted him with 
thirty arrows. Those arrows, piercing through his armour drank his buuld in 
that battle, like the Nagas of virrflcnt poison drinking water after having 
pier oed through the Earth. Then Nikula, taking up another formidable bow 
whose back was decked with gold, pierced Kama with twerty arrows and his 
driver with three Then, O monarch, that slayer of hostile heroes, via 
NakuU, filled with rage, cut off Kama’s how with a razor-headed sliafts of 
great keenness. Smiling the white, the heroic son uf Pandu then struck the 
buwkss Kama, that furmost of car-warriors, with three hundred arrows. 
Beholding Kama thus afflicted, O sire, by the son of Pandu, all the car- 
warriors there, with the gods (in the welkin), were filled great wonder. 
Then Vekartana'* son Kama taking up another bow, struck Nakuia with 
five arrows in the shoulder-joint With those arrows sticking to him there, 
the son of Madri looked rc^cndcM like the Sun with his own rays while 
shedding bis light on the Euth. Then Nakuia piercing Kama with seven 
shafts, once rnort*, O sire, cut off one of the horns ol Kama's how. Then 
Kama 1 taking up in that bailie a tougher bow, filled the welkin on every 
side of NakuU with his arrows. The mighty car-warriur Nakuia, however, 
thus suddenly shrouded with the arrows shot from Kami's bow, quickly 
cutoff all those shafts with shall* of his own. Tlicn was %an overspread 
in tbe welkin a vast nuuibor of arrows like to the spectacle presented by 
the &k> when it is tilled with myriads of roving firefles. Indeed, the sky 
shrouded with those hundreds of arrows sImjI (by both live warriors) looked, 
O monarch, as if it was covered with flights of locusts. Those arrows, 
decked with gold, issuing repeatedly in continuous lines, looked beautiful 
like rows of cranes while flying through the welkin. When the sky 
was thus covered with showers of arrows and the Sun himself hid from the 
view, no creature ranging the air could descend to the Kartb. When all 
sides were thus covered with showers of arrows, those two hi^h-souled warriors 
looked resplendent like two Suns risen at the end of the Yufia. Slaughtered 
with the shafts issuing from Kama's bow, the Somakas, O monarch, greatly 
afflicted and feeing much pain, be^an to breathe their last. Similarly, 
thy warriors, struck with the shafts of NakuU, dispersed on all sides, O king' 
like clouds tossed by the wind. The two armies, thus slaughtered by those 
two warriors with theif mighty celestial shafts, retreated from the range 
of those arrows and stood as spectators of the encounter. When both the 
armies were driven off by means of the shafts of Kama and Nakuia, those 
two high-eouled warriors began to pierce each other with showers of shafts 
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Displaying their celestial weapons on the field of tattle, they quickly 
shrouded each other, each desirous of compassing the destruction of 
the ocher. 'Hie shafts shot by Nakula, dressed with Kanka and peacock 
feathers, shrouding the Sutai son, seemed to stay in the welkin. Similarly, 
the shafts sped by the Suta s sun in that dreadful battle, shrouding the 
son of Pandu, seemed to stay in the welkin. Shrouded within arrowy 
clumbers, both the warriors became invisible, like the Sun and the Moon, 
O king, hid by the cloud*. The Kama, filled with rage and assuming a 
terrible aspect in that battle, covared the ton of Panda with showers of 
arrows from every side. Completely covered, O monarch, by the Suta's son, The 
son of Panda fell no pain like the Maker of day when covered by the clouds. 
The sun of Adhiratba then, smiling the while, sped arrowy lines 0 sire, in 
hundreds and thousands, in tl.at battle. With those thafls of the high 
aouled Kama, an extensive sludo teemed to reW on tin; field of battle, 
Indeed, with those excellent shafts constantly issuing out (of his bow\ a 
shade was caused there like that formed by the clouds. Then Kama, O 
monarch, cutting off the bow of the high-souled Nakula, felled the Utter’s 
driver from the carmichc with tlic greatest case. With four keen shafts, 
next, he quickly despatched the four steeds of NakuU, O Bharat a, to 
the abode of Yam*. With Ilia shafts, he also cut nff into minute fragments 
that excellent caT of his antagonist as also his standard and the protectors of 
his car wheels , and mace, and twotd, and shield decked with a hundred 
moons, and other utensils and equipments of battle. Then NakuU, steedlcsa 
and earless and aimourlcsr, O monarch, quickly alighting from his car, 
stood, armed with a spiked bludgeon. Even that terrible bludgeon, so 
uplifted by the son of Pundu. the Sutai son, O king, cut off with many 
keen arrows capable of bearing a great strain. Beholding his adversary 
weaponless, Kama began to strike him with many straight shafts, but took 
care not to afflict him greatly. Thus struck in that battle by ttat mighty 
warrior accomplished in weapons Nakula, O king, fled away precipitately, 
in great affliction. Laughing repeatedly, the son of Radlia |>orsued him 
and placed hi§ stringed bow, O Bbarata, around the neck of tbs retreating 
Nakula. With that large bow around his neck, O king, the son of Pandu 
looked resplendent like the Moon in the firmament when within a circular 
halo of light, or a white cloud girdled round by India's bow. Then Kama, 
addressing him, said,— Tlie words tbou hadst uttered were futile ! Cansl 
thou utter them now once mote in )oy, repeatedly struck as thou art 
by me ? Do not, O son of Pandu, fight again with those axnongs* the 
Kurus that are possessed of greater might 1 O child, fight with them that 
are thy equals 1 Do not, O son of Pandu, feel any shame for it l Return 
home, O son of Madri, or go thither where Krishna and Ptalguna are ! 
•—Having addressed him thus he abandoned him then. Acquainted with 
morality as the brave Kama was, he did not then slay Nakula who 
was already within the jaws of death. Recollecting the words of Kunti, 
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O king, Karna let Nakula go. The son of Pandit, thus let off, O king, 
by that bowman, vis., tho Sm fa's son, proceeded towards YudbUhtbiia* * 
car in great shame. Scorched by the .SW as son, he then ascended his 
brother's car, and burning with grief lie continued to sigh like a snake 
kept within a jar. Meanwhile Karna, having vanquished Nakula, quickly 
proceeded against the PuDchalas, riding on that car of his winch bore 
many gorgeous pennons and whose steeds were as white as the Muon. 
There, O monarch, a great uproar arose among the Pandavas when they 
saw the leader of the Kaurata army proceeding towards the Panchala car- 
throngs. Tire Sutas son, O monarch, made a great massacre there at that 
hour when the Sun had readied the meridian, that puissant warrior career- 
ing all the while with tlvc activity of a wheel. We beheld many Pancha!* 
car-warriors borne away from the battle on their stcedless and driverless 
cars with broken wheels ami broken ax.es, and wiih standards and pennons 
also that were broken and torn, O sire 1 And many elephants were seen 
to wander there in all directions (with limbs scorched by arrows) like 
individuals of tlieir species in the wide forest widi limbs scutched and 
burnt in a forest conflagration. Others with their fiontal globes split ofen, 
or bailttd in blood, or with trunks lopped off, or with tlieir armour cut 
down, or iheir tails lopped off, fell down, struck by the high soulcd Karna, 
like straggling clouds. Ollier elephants, fiigblcned by the shafts and lances 
of RAdha's son proceeded against Kadha’s son himself like insects towards 
a biasing fire. Other huge elephants were reen suiting against one another 
and shedding blood from various limbs like mountains with rillcts running 
adown their breasts. Steeds of die foremost breed, divested of breast- 
plates and their ornament* of silver and brass and geld, destitute of 
trappings and bridle bits and yak-tails and saddle-cloths, with quivers fallen 
oif from tlieir backs, and with tlieir heroic rider*,— ornaments of battle, 
— slain, were seen wandering here and there on the field. Pierced and 
cut with lances and scimitars and swords, O UharaU, we beheld many a 
horseman adorned with armour and bead-gear, slain or in course of being 
slain or trembling with fear, and deprived, O bharata, cf diverse limbs. 
Cars also, decked with gold, and unto which were yoked steeds of great 
flectncw, were seen by us dragged with exceeding speed hither and thither, 
their riders having been slain. Some of these had their axles and poles 
broken, and some, O I! tiara u, bod their wlvccl* broken ; and some were 
without banners and standards, and some were divested of their shafts. 
Many ear-warriors aJ*a were seen there, by us O monarch, wandering all 
around, deprived of their cars and scorched with the shafts of the Sutas 
son. And some destitute of weapons and snmc with weapons still in 
their arms were seen lying lifeless on the field in Urj;e numbers. And many 
elephants alio wcie seen by us, wandering in all directions, studded with 
clusters of stars, adorned with rows of beautiful bells, and decked with 
variegated banners of diverse hues. Heads and arms and chests and other 
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limbs, cut off with shafts sped from Kama's bow, were beheld by us lying 
around. A great and fierce calamity overlook the warriors (of the Pandava 
army) as they fought with whetted arrows, and mangled as they were with 
the rJufts of Karna. The Snnjays, slaughtered in that battle by the 
Suta'i son, blindly proceeded against tlac latteT's self like insects rushing 
upon a blaring fue. Indeed, as that mighty war-warrior was engaged in 
scorching the Pandava divisions, the Kshatriyas avoided him, regarding him 
to be the blaring Yufa fire. Those heroic and mighty car-warriorB of the 
Pancfaalaa that survived the slaughter fled away. The brave Kama, how- 
ever, pursued those broken and retreating warriors from behind, shooting 
his shafts at them. Endued with great energy, he pursued those combalunia 
divested of armour and destitute of standards. Indeed, the Suias son, 
possessed of great might, continued to scorch them with his shafts, like 
the dispeller of darkness scorching all creatures when he attains to tho 
meridian.* M 



SECTION XXV. 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘Against Yuyutsu who was employed in routing the 
vast army of thy son, Uluka proceeded with speed, saying,— WuiV, U'aii I 
— Then Yuyutsu, O king, with a winged arrow of keen odge struck Uluka 
with great force, like (Indra himself striking) a mountain with the thunderbolt. 
Filled with rage at this, Uluka, in that battle, cut off thy son's bow with a 
razor headed arrow and struck thy son himself with a barbed draft. Catting 
off that broken bow, YuyuUu, with eyes red in wrath, took up another 
formidable buw endued with greater impetus. The \n\ncc then, 0 bull of 
Bharata's race, pierced Uluka with sixty arrows. Piercing next die driver 
of Uluka, Yuyutsu struck Uluka once more. Then Uluka, filled with 
r *gC pierced Yuyutsu with twenty shafts adorned with gold, and then cut 
off his standard made of gold. That lofty and gorgeous standard made of 
gold, O king, thus cut off (by Uluka), fell down in front of YuyuUu’s 
car. Beholding his standard cut off Yuyutsu, tleprivod of his senses by 
wrath, struck Uluka with five shafts in the centre of the chest Then 
Uluka, O sire, in that battle, cut off, with a broad-headed arrow steeped in 
oil, the bead of bis antagonist's driver, O best of the Bbaraus ! Slaying 
next his four steeds, lie struck Yuyutsu himself with five arrow*, l>eeply struck 
by the strong Uluka, Yuyutsu proceeded to another car. Having vanquished 
him in battle, O king. Uluka proceeded quickly towards the Panchalas 
and the Srinytyaa and began to slaughter them with sharp shafts. Thy 
son Crutakaruuo, O monarch, within half the time taken up by a wink 
of the eye, fearlessly made Catanilu atccdless arid driverlcss and earless. 
The mighty car-warrior Catanika, however, staying on his stoedleas car, O 




KARNA PARVA 



57 



sire, hurled a mace, filled with rage, at thy soo. That niace, reducing 
thy eon's car with its steed* and driveT into fragments, fell down ujwn 
the Earth with great speed, and pierced it through. Then tliose two 
heroes, both enliancers of the glory of the Kurus, deprived of their cars, 
retreated from the encounter, glaring at each other. Then thy ion, 
overcome with fear, mounted upon the car of Vivingsu, while Catanika 
quickly got upon the car of Pratinndhya. Cakuni, filled with rage, 

pierced SuUaoma with many keen shafts, but failed to make the latter 
tremble like a torrent of water fattng to produce any impression upon a 
mountain. Beholding that great enemy of his father, Sutaaoma covered 
Cakuni, O Bharata, with many thousands of arrows. Cakuni however, tlut 
warrior of sure aim and conversant with all methods of warfare, actuated 
by desire of battle, quickly cut off all those shafts with his own winged 
arrows. Having checked those shafts with bis own keen arrows in buttle, 
Cakuni, filled with rage, struck Satacoma with three arrows. Thy brother- 
in-law then, O monarch, with his arrows cut off into minute fragments 
the steeds, the standard, and the driver of bis adversary, at which all the 
spectators uttered a loud shout. Deprived of his steed and car, and having 
his standard cut oil, O sire, the great bowman (Sutawma), jumping down 
from his car, stood in the Earth, having taken up a good bow. And he 
shot a iar^e number of arrows equipt with golden wings and whetted on 
stone, and shrouded therewith the car of thy brother-in-law in that battle. 
The son of Suvala, however, beholding those showers of arrows that resembled 
a flight of locusts, coming towards his car, dnJ not tremble. On tlve other 
had, that illustrious warrior crushed all those arrows with arrows of his 
own. The warriors that were prefent there, as also the SidAhas in the 
firmament, were highly pleased at sight of that wonderful and incredible 
feat of SuUsoma inasmuch as he contended on foot with Cakuni staying 
in his car. # Then Cakuni, with a number of broad-beaded shafts uf great 
impetuosity, keen and perfectly straight, cut off, O king, the bow of Sutaionu 
as al*:> all his quivers. Bowles* and carter.*, Sutasonu then, uplifting a 
scimitar of the hue of the blue lotus and equipt with an ivory handle, 
uttered a loud shout. That scimitar of the intelligent S jtasoma, of the hue 
of the clear sky, as it was whirled by that hero, was regarded by Cakuni 
to be as fatal as the rod of Death. Armed with that scimitar be suddenly 
began to career in circles over the arena, displaying, O monarch, the 
fourteen differeut kinds of raanccvrcs, endued as he was with skill and might 
Indeed, he displayed in that battle all those motions such os wheeling 
about and whirling on high, and making side-thrusts and jumping forward 
and leaping or high and running above and rushing forward and rushing 
upwards. The valiant son of Suvala then sped a number of arrows at bis 
foe, hut die Utter quickly cut diem off with that excellent scimitar of 

* Both rUtai arc triplets in the Bengal texts.—’ T. 
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his as they coursed towards him. Filled with rage (at this), the son of Suvata, 
O kin#, once more sped at Sutaaoma a number of shifts that resembled 
snakes of virulent poison. Aided by his skill and might, Sutasoma cut 
off even these with his scimitar, displaying M* great activity, and possessed 
as he was of prowess equal to that of Garuda himself. With a rasor- 
headed arrow of great sharpness, Cakuni then, O king, cut off that bright 
scimitar uf his adversary as the Utter careered in circles before him. Thus 
cut off, (ball of) that Urge scimitar suddenly fell down on tho Earth, 
while half of it, O Bbarata. continued in the grasp of Sutaaoina. Seeing 
his sword cut off, the mighty-car -warrior Sutsuoma retreated six steps and 
then hurled that half which he had in his grasp at his foe. That fragment, 
decked with gold and gems, cutting ofF the how, with string, of the illustrious 
Cakuni, quickly fell down cm the Fuuth. Then Sutasonu went to the 
great car of OutafcirtL Sura Li's son also, taking up another formidable 
and invincible bow, proceeded towards the Pandava army, slaying large 
numbers of furs (on the (way). Beholding the *on of Suvala carceing 
fearlessly in battle, a loud uproar, O kin?, arose among the Pandava* in 
Out part of the army. People witnessed Uiosc Urge and proud divisions 
bristling with arms, routed by the illustrious win of SuvaU. Even as the chief of 
the celestials crushed the Dnifya army, the son of SuvaU destroyed that 
army of the Pandavos. 9 w 



SECTION XXVI. 

"Sunjaya said,— ’Krijxi, O king, resisted Dhrishtudyunma in battle, like 
a Carubhii in the forest resisting a proud lion. Checked by the mighty son of 
Gotama, l’rishaia’s son, O Bharata, could not adrance even one step. 
Beholding Gautama's car in front of Dhrishtadyumna's, all creatures were 
iuspirod with fright and regarded the Utter's destruction to be at lund. 
Car-warriors and horsemen, becoming very cheerless, said, — Without doubt, 
this fureniost of men, via., Caradwuta’s son uf mighty energy and great 
intelligence and versed in celestial weapons, is filed with r.igc at the 
death of Drona I Will Dbiislradyurana today escape from live lurid* of 
Gautama ? Will this vast army escape today this great dinger ? Will 
not this Brahman* slay all uf us together ? The form that ho has 
assumed today, even like that of the Doatnyer himself, shows that lie 
will tuday act after the manner of IXona hirmelf I The preceptor Gautama, 
endued with great lightness of hands is ever victorious in battle. Possessing 
a knowledge of wesson/, he is endued with great energy and filled with 
rage. — Diverse epewches like these, uttered by the warnora of both the 
armies, were, O monarch, heard there as those two heroes encountered 
each other. Drawing deep breaths in rage, Caiadwau's son Ktifa, O king 
began to afflict the sen of Prishat* in all his vital limbs the latter 
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stood inactive, Struck in that battle by the illustrious Gautama, Dhtisbta- 
dyumna, greatly stupefied, knew not what to do. His driver then, address- 
ing him, said,— Is it not all right with thee, O son of Prishuta ? Never 
before have I seen sucb a calamity overtake tbcc in battle ! It b a lucky 
dunce, il scents, that these shafts, callable of penetrating the very vitals 
sped by that foremost of Brahrainas aiming at ihy vital limbs arc not 
striking tbcc I I will presently cause tbe car to turn back, like the current 
of a river dashed back by the sea. I tbink that Bmhmana, by whom thy 
prowess hath been annihilated, is incapable of being slain by thee — 
Thus addressed, DhiishUdyumna, 0 king, slowly said,— My mind beoamelh 
htujulied, O sire, and a perspiration covcrclh my limbs. My body trembles 
and my hair stands ou end. Avoiding that Brahmans in battle, proceed 
slowly to where Arjuna is I O charioteer, arrived at the presence of cither 
Arjuna or Bhimasena, prosperity may be mine. Even this is my certain 
conviction 1— Tnen, O monarch, the charioteer, urging the steeds, proceeded 
to the spot where tbe mighty bowman Bhimasena was hauling with thy 
troops. Beholding the car, O sire, of Dhrishudyumna speedily moving 
away fram that spot, Gautama followed it, shooting hundreds of shafts. 
And that chastiser of foes also repeatedly blew liis conch.. Indeed, he 
routed the son of Prishata lik^ India muting the Danata Nsmucbi. 

M 'The invincible Cikhandin, ibeciuscof Bhishma'g death, was, in that 
battle, resitted by Hridilu’s t-on who smiled rqtealedly as he fought with 
the former. Cikhandin, however, encountering the mighty car-warrior of 
the Hridikas, struck him with five keen and broad-headed shafts at the 
shoulder-] >inL Then the mighty car-warrior Kriuvinnan, filled with rage, 
pierced his foe with sixty winged armwi. With a single arrow then, lie 
cut off his bow, laughing the while. The mighty son of l)rupadii, filled 
with wrath, took up another bow, and addressing the son of Hridika, 
said, — IV& it % Wait !— 4 Then, O monarch, Cikhandin sped at bis foe ninety 
shaft/ of great irapet cosily, all rquipt with golden wings. Those shafts, 
however, all recoiled from Kritavamian's armour. Seeing those shafts 
recoil and scattered on the surface of the Earth,Cikhandin cut off Kritavamian's 
bow with a keen raz* -beaded 'arrow. Tilled with wrath he struck the hornless 
son of Hridika, who then resembled a hornless bull, in tht arms and the 
chest, with eighty arrows. Filled with rage but torn und wangled with sliafia, 
Kritavamisn vomited blood through his limbs like a jar disgorging the water 
with which it is filled. Bathed in bkxid, the Bitoja king looked beautiful 
like a mountain, O king, streaked with streams of lkprfied red-chalk after 
n shower. The puissant Kritavarman then, taking up anotlier lx>w with 
a Btrin* and an arrow fixed thereon, struck Gkhadin in his shoulder- joint 
With those shaft* slicking to his shoulder-joint, Cikhandin looked resplendent 
Irke a lordly tree with its spreading brandies and twigs. Having pierced etch 
other, the two oombatants were bathed in blood, and resembled a couple 
of bulls that have gored each other with their boms. Carefully exerting 
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themselves to slay each Other, those two mighty car-warriors moved in a 
thousand circles with tftuer respective cars on tliat arena. Then Kritavarman 
O kin;, in that encounter, pierced the son of Prishata with seventy shafts 
at I of which were equip! with wings of gold and whetted on stone. The 
ruler of the Bhojas then, that foremost of smiters, sped with great activity 
a terrible and fatal shaft at his foe. Struck therewith, Cikhandin quickly 
swooned away. Overcome with stupefaction, he supported himself by seiz- 
ing his flag -staff. The driver then of that foremost of car-waniors speedily 
here him away from the fight Scorched with the shaft of Hridika's son, 
he drew breath upon breath repeatedly. After the defeat of the heroic son 
of Drupada, O lord, tlie Panda va army, slaughtered on all sides fled away 
from the field.* " 



seer r oif xxvit 

' Sanjaya raid, — 'The white steoded (Arjuna) also, O monarch, routed 
thy force even as the wind, approaching a heap of cotton, scatters it on 
all side*. Against him rushed the Trig art as, the Civis, tin* Kauravas, the 
Cal was, the Samuiftikas, and that force which consisted of the Narayanos. 
And Satyavjna and Chaudradeva, and Mitradeva and Crutantaya, and 
Sjsrula’s son. and Chitrasena, and Mitravarnun, O Bharat a, and the king 
of the TrigarUs surrounded by tiis brothers and by bis sons that were 
all mighty bowmen accuiplislied in diverse weapons, suddenly advanced, 
slxx>ti»g and scattering showers of slutts in that battle, against Arjunn, 
like a fierce current of water 'towards the ocean. Those warriors in hundreds 
of thousands, approaching Arjuna, seemed to melt away like snakes at sight 
of Garuda. Though slaughtered in battle, they did not still leave the son 
of Pandu like insects, O monarch, never recoding from a blowing fire. 
Satyasena, in that encounter, pierced the son of Pandu with three arrows, 
tnd Mitradeva pierced him with three and sixty, and Chandradeva with 
seven. And Mitravarman pierced him with three and seventy arrows, and 
Susruu's son with seven. And Citrunjaya pierced him with twenty, and 
Susariuan with nine. Thus pierced in that encounter by many, Arjuna 
pierced all those kings in return. Indeed, piercing the son of Simula 
with seven arrows, he pierced Satyasena with throe, Catrunjaya with twenty 
and Chandradeva with eight, Mitradeva with a hundred, CruUsena with three, 
Mitravarman with nine, and Susamian with eight. Then slaying kiug 
Catrunjaya with a number of arrow a whetted on stone, he smote off from 
bis trunk, the head, decked with head-gear, of Susruu's son. Without 
any delay be then, with a number of other shafts, despatched Chandradeva 
to the abode of Yarns. As regards the other migluy car-warriors vigorously 
contending with him, he checked each of them with five arrows.* Then 
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SAtyascnu, filled with rage, hurled a formidable Uncc in that battle, aiming at 
Krishna, and uttered a leonine roar. That iron-mouthed lance having a golden 
abaft, piercing through the left arm of the high-souled Madiiava, penetrated into 
the Earth. Madhava being thus pierced with that lance in great battle, the 
good and the reins, O king, fell duwn from his hands. Beholding Vasudcva's 
limb pierced through, Pritha's wn Dhananjaya mustered all his wrath and 
addressing Vasudeva, said,— O mighty-armed one, hear the car to Satyasena, 
O puissant one, so that I may, with keen shafts, despatch him to Varna’s 
abode I— The illustrious Kesava then, quickly taking up the goad and the 
reins, caused the steeds to bear the car to the front of Satyasena's vehicle. 
Beholding the ruler of the universe pierced, Pritha’s son Dhananjaya, that 
mighty car-warrior, checking Satyasena with some keen arrows, cut off with 
a number of broad-hcadcd shafts of great sharpness, the large head of that 
king, decked with ear-rings, from off hii trunk, at the head of the army. 
Having thus cut off Satyasena’s head, he then despatched Cbitravorman 
with a number of keen shaft*, and then the later's driver, 0 sire, with 
a keen calf-toothed arrow. Filled with rage, the mighty Purtha then, with 
hundreds of shafts, felled the Samtaptakas in hundreds and thousands’ 
Then. O king, with a razor-headed arrow equipt with wings of silver, that 
mighty car warrior cut off tho hoad of the illustrious Mitrasena. Filled 
with rage be then struck Suiarman in the shoulder joint Then all the 
Samsaptak'is filled with wrath, encompassed Dhananjaya on all sides and 
began to afflict him with showers of weapons and make all the points 
of the compass resound w;ih their shouts. Afflicted by them thus, the 
mighty car warrior Jishnu, of imincssurable *oul, endued with prowess 
resembling that of Gtkra himself, invoked the AinJra , weapon. From that 
weapon, thousands of shafts, O king, began to issue continually. Then, 
O king, a loud did was heard of falling cars with standards and quivers 
and yokes, and axles andwheela and traces with chords, of bottoms of cars 
and wooden fences around them, of arrows and steeds and spears and swords, 
and maces and spiked clubs and dart* and lances and axes, and C*Sa&hnis 
equipt with wheels, and arrows and thighs and necklaces and Ant* 
4 Ui and AVywruJ, O sire, and garlands and cuirasses and coats of mail, 
O Uharata, and umbrellas and fans and heads docked with diadems. Heads 
adorned with ear-rins and beautiful eyes, and each resembling the full 
moon, looked, as they lay on the field, like stars in the firmament Adorned 
with beautiful garlands of dowers and excellent robes, and smeared with 
sandal-paste, many were the bodies that were seen to lie on the ground, 
of slain wamon. The field of battle, terrible as it was, looked like the clouded 
welkin teeming with vapouTy forms. With the slain princes and Kshatriyas 
of great might, and fallen elephants and steeds, the Earth became impassable 
in that battle as if she were strewn with hills. There was no path on 
the field for the wheels of the illustrious Panduva's car, engaged as he 
was in continually slaying his foes and striking down elephants and steeds 
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with his brood-headed shafts. It seemed, O sire, that tbc wheels of his 
car stopped in fright at the sight of his own self careering in that battle 
through that bloody mire. His steeds, however, endued wiiti the spired of the 
mind or the wind, dragged with great efforts and labour those wheels that 
lud refused to move. Thus slaughtered by Pandit's son armed with the 
bow, that host fled away almost entirely, without leaving even a remnant, 
O Blianta, contending with the foe. Having vanquished large numbers 
of the SiiMSxtftakai in battle, Prilba’s son JUhnu looked resplendent, like 
a biasing flic without smoke/ M 



SECTION XXV11I 

“Sanjtya said,— 'King DuryudluMa, O monarch, himself fearlessly received 
Yudhisblliirn, as the latter was engaged in shooting largo numbers of shafts. 
The royal Yudhishtliir* the just, speedily piercing thy son, that mighty 
car-warrior, as the latler was rushing towards him with impetuosity, address- 
ed him, saying, — Wait IHcfr !— Duryodhana, Iwwcvcr, pierced Yudhish t him, 
in return, with nitve keen arrows, and filled with great wrath, struck Yudhssh- 
tliira's driver also with a broad Pleaded shaft. Thee king Yudhishlhira 
sped at Duryodhana three and ten arrows equip! with wings of gold and 
* I Killed on stone. With four shafts, that mighty car- warrior then slew the 
four steeds of his foe, and with the fifth he cut off from 
his trunk the head of Duryod luna's driver. With the sixth urrow 
he felled the (Kuril) king's sUudaid on the Barth, with the seventh his 
how, and with the eighth his scimitar. And then with five more shafts 
king Yudliislilliira llie Just deeply afflicted the Kuril monarch. Thy son 
then, alighting from that steed leas cur, ttood on the (forth in imminciit 
danger. Beholding him in that situation of great peril, Kama and Drooa's 
son and Kripi and others rushed suddenly towards the spit, desirous of 
rescuing the king. Then the (other) sons of Pandu, surrounding Yudhish- 
thira, all jicooecdcd tu tliat encounter, upon which, O king, a fierce battle 
was fought. Thousand* of trumpets then were blown in that great engage- 
ment, and a confused din of myriad voices aaisc there, O king. Tlwrc 
where the I’ondiatas engaged m battle with the Kauravas, men closed 
with men, and clphants with foremost of elephants- And cur- 

warriors closed with car-warriors, and horse with horse. And the 

various couples of battling men and animals, of great prowess and armed 
with diverse kinds of weapons and possessed of great skill, presented a 
beautiful si r lit, 0 king, over the field. All Uiosc hefuos endued with great 
impetuosity and desirous uf compusing the destruction of one another, 
fought beautifully and with great activity and skill. Observing the (sanction- 
ed) practices of warriors, they slew una another in bailie- Nunc of them 
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fought from behind others. For only a very abort lime that battle presented a 
beautiful aspect. Soon it became an encounter of mad men, in which the 
combatants showed no regard for one another. Tbc car-warrior, ajqwoacln 
ing the elephant, pierced the latter with keen shafts and despatched it 
to Yaou’a pretence by means of straight arrows. Eelephants, approaching 
steeds dragged down many of them in that battle, and tore them (with 
their tusks) mo9t fiercely in diverse places. Large numbers of horsemen 
also, encompassing many foremost o( steeds made a loud noise with their 
palms, and closed with them. And those horsemen slew those steeds 
as they ran hither and thither, as also many huge elephants as these wan- 
dered over the ft Id, I rum behind and the flanks. Infuriate elephants, O king, 
routing large numbers of steedf, slew them with their tusks or crushed them 
with great force. Some elephants, filled with wrath, pierced with their tusks 
horses with horsemen. Others seizing such with great force, hurled them to the 
ground with violence. Many elephants, struck by feot* soldiers availing of tin* 
proper op|K>rt unities, uttered terrible cries of pain and fled away on ai| tides. 
Among the foul-soldiers that fled away iri that great Ixilile thrriwin/ down their 
ornaments, there were many that were cpiickly cn cum passed on the field. 
Elephant-warriors, riding on huge elephants, understanding indications of vic- 
tory, wheeled their beasts and causing the-u to seira those beautiful ornaments, 
mado the beasts to pierce thou with their tusks. Ollier fool-soldiers endued 
with groat impetuosity at d fierce might, surrounding those elt^ihani-warnnrs 
thus engaged in tl*>tc spots began to slay them. Others in that great battle, 
thrown aloft into the air by elephants with their tranks, were pierced by those 
trained beasts with the points of their tusks as they fell down. Others, suddenly 
seized by other elephants, were deprived of life with their tusks. Others, borne 
away from their own divisions into the midst of others, were, O king, mangled 
by huge elephants which rolled them re|watedly on the ground. Others, 
whirled on lii^h like fans, were slain in that battle. Others, hither and thither 
on the field, that stood full in front of other elephants had their bodies excee- 
dingly pierced and torn. Many elephants were deeply wounded with spetrs and 
lances and darts in their cheeks and frontal globes and the parts between tlmir 
tuiks. Exceedingly aflhcfed by fierce car-warri >rs and horsemen stationed 
nn their flanks, many elephants, ripped open, fell down on the Earth. In that 
dreadful battle many horsemen on their steeds, striking foot-soldiers with their 
Unces, pinned them down to the Earth or crushed them with great force. 
Some elephants, approaching mail-ca?d car wanicrs, O sire, raised them aloft 
from their vehicles and hurled them down with great force upon the Earth in 
lli\t fierce and awful fight. Some huge elephants, slain by means of cloth-yard 
shafts, fell down on the Earth like mountain summits riven by thunder. 
GmdiaUnls, encountering combatants, begnn to strike each ulher with their 
fist*, or seizing each other by Hie hair, began to drag and •throw down and 
mangle each other. Olliers, t»ti etching their arms and throwing down their 
foes on the Earth, placed their feet on their chests and with activity cut 
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off their heads. Some combatant, O king, struck with his feet some foe that 
was dead* and some, O king, struck off with h is swswd, tiie head of a falling 
foe, and some thrust his weapon into the body uf a living fue. A fierce battle 
took place there, O BharaU, in which I be combatants struck one another with 
fists ur seised one another's hair or wrestled with one another with hare arms. 
In many instances, combatants, using diverse kinds of weapons, took the lives 
of combnrunts engaged with other* and, therefore, unpcrccived by them. 
During the progress ui that general engagement when all the comliatants ncre 
mangled in battle, hundreds and thousands uf headless trunks stood up un the 
field, Weapons and coats uf mail, drenched with gore, luuked resplendent, 
like clotlis dyed with gurgeous red. Eveu thus occurred that fierce battle 
marked by the awful clash of weapons. Like the mad and roaring current uf 
the Ganges it seemed to fill the whole universe with iU upruar. Afllictcd 
with shafts, the warriors failed to distinguish friends from fucs. Soliciluus of 
victory, the kings fought on Lccausc they thought dial fight they should. The 
warriors slew both friends and fuel, with whom they came in contact. The 
combatants of both the armies were deprived of reason by dm heroes of bulb 
the armies assailing them with fury. With broken cars, O monarch, and fallen 
elephants, and steeds lying un die gtuuud, and men Lid low, the Earth, miry 
with gore aud flesh, and covered with streams uf bluud, soon bocame intpasmbJe. 
Karra slaughtered the PanchaLs while Dhanunjaya slaughtered the TrigarUs, 
Aud Bhimuscna, O king, daughteied the Kurus and all thu elephant divisions 
of tlic latter. Even thus occunrcd that destruction ,of troops of both the 
Kurus and the Pandavas, both parties having been actuated by the desire of 
winning great fame, at that hour when thu Sun lwd passed Urn meridian. 



SKCTIOX XXIX- 

“Dhritaraslitra said,— 'I have heard from thee, O Sanjaya, of many 
poignant and undatable gTicfs as also of the lustes sustained by my vms 2 From 
whst thou host said unto mu, from the manner in which tin: battle lias been 
fought, it is my certain conviction, q Safa, that the Kauravas are no more I 
Duryndhanu was made car less in tlwit dreadful battle. How did Dbarnu's ton 
( then ) fight, and how did the royal lhiryodhana also fight in return ? How 
also occurred that hatlle which was fought in the afternoon ! Tell me all this 
in detail, fur thou ail skilled in narration, O Sanjaya !* 

4 *SauJaya said, — 'When the troope uf both armies were engaged in battle, 
according to thciT respective divisions, thy son Duryudhana, O king, riding 
on another car and filled with rage like a snake of virulent poison, beholding 
king Yudhishlhira the just, quickly addressed his own driver, O Btiar&L, 
wying, — Proceed, Pfocucd 1 Qjickly take me there, O driver, where the 
royal sun u( Panda, clad in mail sbineth under yon umbrella held over his 
head J— Thus urged by the king, the driver, in that battle, quick)’ urged his 
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royal makers goodly car towards the face of Yudhishthira. At tin's, 
Yudhishthira also, filled withlrage and looking like an infuriate elephant, urged 
his own driver, saying, — Proceed to where Stiyodhana is ! — Then those two 
heroes and brothers and forewent oi cvwarriors ’cnenuntered each other. 
Both endued with great energy, l»ot!t fill'd with WTaih, Imtli difficult nf defeat 
in battle, approaching each other, thoie two great bowmen began to mangle 
each other with their arrow* in that battle. Then king Ouryodhana, in that 
encounter. Osirc, with a broad headed arrow whetted <m atone, cut in twain 
the bow of the virtuous monairh Filled with rage, Yudhiahthirn could not 
bfook tliat insult. Catling aside his broken how, with eyes red in wrath, 
Dharma't son took ;ip another l>iw at the Iwsid of his forces, nnd then cut off 
Duryodhana's standard and b »w. Duryodhana then, taking up another bow, 
picrced-the son of Panbu. lMled with rage, they continued to shoot shower* 
of shafts it each other. D^iirotis of vanquishing each other, they resembled 
a pair of angry lions. They etruk each other in that battle like a couple of 
roaring bulls. Those mighty car-warriors continued to career, expecting to 
find each other's Luhti. Then, w:>unded with shafts sjwd from bows drawn 
to their fullest stretch, the two warrior*, O king, looked resplendent like 
flowering Kin:uk*u. They then, O king, repeatedly uttered leonine roars, 
'rhosc two rulers of men, in that dreadful battle, also nude loud Bounds 
with their palms and caused their hows to twang loudly. And they hlew 
their concha too with great force. And they afflicted each other very 
much. Then king Yudhishthira, filled with rage, struck thy son in the 
chest with three irresistible sh*ft9 endued with the force of thunder. Him, 
however, thy royal non quickly purred, in return, with five keen shafts 
winged with gold and whetted on stone. Then km,; I) uryodhana, f) Bharat*, 
hurled a dan capable of slaying everybody, exceedingly keen, and resembl- 
ing a large blazing brand. As it advanced, king Yudhishthira the just, with sharp 
shafts, speedily cut it off into three fragments, and then pierced Duryo- 
dhana also wi'.h five arrows. Equip! with a golden suit, and producing a 
loud whin, that dart then fell down 1 and while falling, looked resplendent 
like a large brand with blaring fUmes. Beholding the dart baffled, thy sun, O 
monarch, struck Yudhishthira with nine diarp and keen-pointed arrows. 
Pierced deeply by his mighty foe, that scorcher of foes quickly took up 
an arrow for aiming it at Duryodhana. I he mighty Yudhishthira then 
placed that enow on his bowstring. Filled with rage and pissesscd of 
great valor, the son of Paudu then shot it at bis foe. That arrow, striking 
thy son,— that mighty car-warrior,— stupified 'him and then (passing through 
his body) entered the Bartk Then Duryodhana, filled with wrath, uplifting a 
mace of great impetuosity, rushed at king Yudliishlliira the just, for end- 
ing the hostilities 'that raged between the 1C unis and t1*c Ptndus). Behold- 
ing him armed with that uplifted mace and resembling Yauu himself with 
his bludgeon, king Yudhishthira the Just hurled at thy son a mighty 
dart blazing with splendour, endued with gTeat impetuosity, and looking 
9 
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like ii Urge blazing brand. Deeply pierced in Ihe chest by that dart as 
be stood on his car, the Kuril prince, deeply pained, foil down and 
swooned away. Then Hhima, recollecting his own vow, addressed Vudhiahthin, 
saying.— This one should not be slam by thcc, Q king t — at which Yudhish- 
Uura abstained (from giving his foj the finishing blow). At that time 
Kritavarmari, quickly advancing, came upon thy royal son then sunk in 
an ocean of calamity. Blum* then, taking up a mac* adorned with 
gold and flaxen chords, rushed impetuously to wards Kntavurman in that 
battle. Thus occurred lit* battle between thy troops and the foe on that 
altcrnoon, O monarch, every one of tlac combatants bcingi nspired with the 
desire of victory." 



SECTION XXX. 

*San)aya said,— ‘Placing Kama at their van. thy warriors, difficult of 
defeat in fight, returned and* fought (with the foe) a battle, that resembled 
that between the gods and the As*r<u. Excited by the loud uproar made by 
elepliants and men and cars and steeds and conrhs, elephant men and 
car-warriors and foot-soldiers and horsemen, in large numbers, filled with 
wrath, advanced against the foe and slew the latter with strokes of diverse 
kinds of weapon* Elephants and cars and steeds and men, in that 
dreadful battle, were destroyed by brave warriors with sharp battle-axe* 
and swords and axes and shafts of diverse kinds and by means alto of 
th. ir animal*. Strewn with human heads that were adorned with white 
teeth and fair faces and beautiful eyes and goodly noses, and graced 
with beautiful dudcius and oar-tings, and every one of which rcierablcd the 
lotus, the Sun, 01 the Moon, tho Earth looked exceedingly resplendent. 
Elephant* and men and steeds, by thousands, were slain with hundred* 
uf spiked clubs and short bludgeons and darls and lances and hooks and 
Bhusundit and more*. Th© blood lhat fell formed a river-like current on 
the field, in consequence of those car-warriors and men and steeds and 
elephants slain by tlie foe, and lying with ghastly features and gaping 
wounds, the field of battle looked like llae domains of the king of Ihe 
dead at ihe lime of the universal dissolution. Then, O god among men, 
thy troops, and those bulls amongst the Kurus via f thy sons resembl- 
ing the children of die celestials, with a host of warriors uf immeasurable 
might at their van, all proceeded against Satyaki, that bull of Cioi’s race. 
Thcreujxm that host, teeming with many foremost of men and steeds 



* The numbering of the verses in this section is very unsatisfactory in 
the Calcutta edition. I have made some corrections, the result of which, I 
fear, has been that the uuinbering will not be found to agree with that uf 
any of the printed texts. — T, 
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and cars and elephants producing an uproar loud as that of the 
vasty deep," and resembling the army of the A sunu nr that of tin? celestials, 
slrnne with fierce beauty. Then the son of Surya, resembling tl>e chief of 
the celestials himself in prowess and like unto the younger brother of 
Iridra, struck that foremost one of Cini's race with shafts whose splendour 
resembled tl*e rays of the Sun Tint bull of Cini's race also, in that 
battle, then quickly shrouded that foremost of men, with his car and 
steeds and driver, with diverse kinds of shafts terrible as the poison of 
the snake. Then many Atiratkas belonging to thy army, accompanied 
by elephants and cars and foot-soldiers, quickly approached that hull 
among car warriors, via, Vasusena, when they beheld the latter deeply 
afflicted with the shafts uf that foremost hero ol Cini's race. That force, 
however, vast as the ocean, assailed by foes possessed of great quicknese 
via., the PUndava warriors headed by the sun* of 1)rupada, Hid away from 
the field. At that time a great carnge occurred of men an j cam and steeds 
and elephants. Then those two foremost uf men, vit, 9 Arjuna and Kesava, 
having aa»d their daily prayers and duly worshipped the lord Bh&va, quickly 
rushed against thy iroop’, resolved to day those of theirs. Their foes (4a., the 
K liras) cast their eyes cbccdcstly on that car whose rattle Tcsemblcd the roar of 
the clouds and whose banners waved beautifully in the air and which 
had white steeds yoked unto it and which was coming towards them. 
Then Arjuna, bendin* Gundiva and as if dancing on his car, filled the 
welkin and all the points of the compass, cardinal and subsidiary, with 
showers of shafts, not leaving the smallest space empty. Like the tempest 
destroying the clouds, the von of Pandu destroyed, with his arrows, many 
cars looking like celestial vehicles, llat were well-adorned, and equipt with 
weapons and standards, along with their drtrers. Many elephants also, with 
the men that guided them, adorned with trimphal banners and weapons, 
and many horsemen with horses, unJ many fool-toldiets also, Arjuna 
despatched with his arrows to Yama's abode.Then Duryodham singly proceeded 
against that mighty car-wamor who was angry and irresistible and resembled 
a veritable Yarn*, striking him with his straight shafts. Arjuna, cutting oiT his 
adversary's bow and driver and steeds and standard with seven shafts, 
next cut off his umbrella with one arrow. Obtaining then an opportunity, 
he sped at Jhiryodhana an excellent shaft capable of taking the life of 
the person struck. Drona’s son however, cut off dial shaft into seven fragments. 
Cutting off then the bow of Urona's son and slaying the four steeds of 
the latter with his arrows, Ihe son uf Pandu next cut off the formidable 
bow of Krijxi too. Then cutting off the bow nC Hridikaa son, he felled 
the latter’s standard and steeds. Then cutting off the bow of Dussuauia, 
he proceeded against tlie son of Kadha. At this, Kama, leaving Satyaki, 



* Literally— <k ut the sals waters.*'— T. 
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quickly pierced Arjuna with three arrows and Krishna with twenty, and 
Partita again repeatedly. Although many were ibe arrows that he shot 
while ohyuig bis foes in that battle like Indra himself inspired with wrath, 
Karna yet felt no fatigue. Meanwhile Salyaki, coming up, pierced Kama 
with nine and ninety fierce arrows, and once more with a hundred Then 
all the foremost heroes among the Paribas began to afflict Karna. Yiidha- 
manyu and Cikliandin and the sons of Draupadi and tlac Prabhadrakas, 
and IJ Hainan jas arid Yuyutsu and the twins and Dhrishtodyuiwu, and the 
divisions of the Chcdis and the Karnshas and the Matsyas and the Kaikeyas, 
and the mighty Cliekiuni, and king Yudhishthii* of excellent vows,— all 
these,— aeooini*nied by can and steeds and elephants, and foot-soldiers 
of fierce prowess, encompassed Kama on all sides in that battle, and 
showered upon him diverse kinds of weapons, addressing, him in harsh 
words and resolved to compass his destruction. Cutting off that shower 
of weapons with his sharp shaft*, Kama dispersed Ins assailants by the 
power of his weapons like the wind breaking down the trees that stand 
on its way. Filled with wrath, Kama was seen to destroy car warriorB, 
and elephants with their riders, and liorses with Ikorse-men, and large 
band* of foot-soldiers. Slaughtered by the energy of Kama a weapons, 
almost the whole of that force of tins Pand&vas, deprived of weapons, 
and with limbs mangled and torn, retired from the field. 'I hen Arjuna, smil- 
ing the while baffled with his own weapons the weapons of Karna and covered 
the welkin, the Earth, and all the points of tlie compass with dense 
showers of arrows. The shafts of Arjuna fell like heavy clubs and spiked 
bludgeons. And some amongst them fell like CaiMgkmis and some fell 
like fierce thunderbolts. Slaughtered therewith, the Kaurava force consist- 
ing of infantry and horse and cars and elephant*, shutting its 
eyes, uttered loud wails of woe and wandered senselessly. Many were 
live steeds and men and clefrhants that perished on that occasion. Many, 
again, struck with shafts and deeply afflicted, fled away in fear. 

M 'Whilst thy warriors were thus engaged in bAttlc from desire of victory, 
the Sun. approaching the setting mountain, entered it. In consequence 
of tlie darkness, O king, but especially owing to die dust, we could not 
notice anything favorable ur unfavorable. The mighty bowmen (amongst 
the Kauravas), fearing a night-battle. O Bliarala, then retired from the field, 
accompanied by all their combatants. Upon the retirement of the Kauravas, 
O king, at the close ol tlie day, the Paribas, cheerful at having obtained 
the victory, also retired tu their uwn encampment, jeering their enemies by 
producing diverse kind* of sounds with their musical instruments, and 
applauding AchyuU and Arjuna. After those heroes hud thus withdrawn 
the anuy, all the troops and all the kings uttered benedictions upon the 
Pandava* Tlie withdrawal having been made, those sinless men, vix., 
the Pandavai, became very glad, and mocccding to their tents rested there 
tor the night. Then RakULudM t and /Yawfah and carnivorous beasts, in 
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Urge numbers, came to tliat awful fichl ol battle resembling tbe 
sporting ground of Rudra himself,' M 



SECTION XXXI. 

H Dhritarashlra said,— “It seems that Arjumt slew all of you at his will I 
Indeed, the Destroyer himself could not escuiie turn in battle, if Arjuna 
took up arms against him I Single-handed, Partha ravished Bhudra, and 
single-handed, lie gratified Agni I Single-handed, he subjugated die whole 
Earth, and made all die kings |»ay tribute I Single handed, 'with liis celestial bow, 
he slew the yira/akavatkis 1 Single-funded, he contended in hat tie with 
Mahadcva who stood before him in the guise of a hunter ! Single-handed, 
he [irotected the Bharatas, and single handed, he gratified Hhava ! Single- 
handed, were all the kings of the Barth vaqti'shcd by him endued with 
fierce prowess I The Kurus cannot he blamed. On the other hand, they 
deserve praise (lor their having fought with such a warrior) I Tell me now what 
they did Tell me also, O Sw/w, wlui Duryodliana did after iliat f 

“San jay a said, — Struck and wounded and overthrown from their vehicles 
and divested of armour and deprived of weapons and their beasts slain, 
with plaintive voices and burning with grid and vanquished by their 
foes, the vain Kaurova*, entering their tents, once more took counsel of 
one another. They then looked like snakes deprived of tangs and poison 
trod upon by others. Unto them, Karna, sighing like an angry snake, 
squeezing his hands, and eyeing thy son, said,— Arjuna is always careful, 
firm, possessed of skill, and endued with intelligence. Again, when the 
time comes ; V vsudeva awakes him (to what shou'.d be done) ! Today, 
by t)*t sudden shower of wcajvms wc were deceived by him r Tumorrow, 
however. O lord of Earth, I wilt frustrate all his purposes !— Thus address- 
ed by Kama, Duryodhana said,— So be it !— and then granted |«nnission 
to those foremost of kings to retire. Hidden by tbe king, all those rulers 
proceeded to their respective tents. Having passed the night happily, they 
cheerfully went out for Ixittlc (the next day) * They then beheld an 
invincible array formed by king Yudhishilnn the just, that foremost one 
of Kuru's race, with great care, and according to the sanction of Vriliospati 
and Ucaiu.v Then that slayer of foes, via, Duryodhana, called to mind 
the heroic Kami, that couniemdef of foes, tint warrior with neck like 
that of a bull, equal to Purandara himself in battle, the Manits in might, 
Kartivirya in energy. Indued, the heart of the king towards Karna. And the 
hearts of all the tf<xq» al*j turned tu that licm, that Sufu'f ?un, that 
mighty bowman, as otic's heoii turns lu a friend, iu a situation of great 
danger/ 



This i9 a verse in uuc line.— T. 
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"Dhritiirashtra said,— 'What did Duryodhatu next do, O Svta, when 
I lie hearts of all of you turned towards Vikar tana's son Kama ? Did my 
troops cast their eyes on Radius's son like persons afflicted with cold 
turning their gpje towards the Sun ? Upon the recommencement of the 
battle after the withdrawal of the troops how, O Sanjaya, did Vilcartftoa's 
»ui Kama fight ? How also did all the Pardavaa fight with the Safa's 
son ? The mighty-armed Kama would, single-handed, slay the PantkftS 
with tlic Srinjayas. The might of Kama's arms in battle equals that of 
Cikra or Vishnu. His weapons Are fierce, and llie jxowcsa also of that 
high-smiled one is fierce. Relying upon Kama, king Duryodhana had set 
his heart cm bailie. Beholding that Duryodhana deeply afflicted by the 
sun of Pandu, and seeing also tin; sons of Pandu, displaying great prowess, 
what did that mighty car-warrior, vi*., Kama, do ? Alas, the foolish 
Duryodhana, relying on Kama, hopeth to vanquish the Paribas with their 
runs and Kenya in battle ! Alas, it is a nutter or great grief that Kama 
could not, with his strength, overcome tin; sons of Pandu in fight 1 Without 
doubt, Destiny is supreme I Ala«, tlic terrible etid of that gambling match 
hath now come l AUs these heart-rending sorrows, due tu Duryudluna's 
acta, many in number and like unto terrible darts, are now being borne 
by me, fO San jay a ! O sire, Suva la's son used to he then regarded as a 
I politic person. Kama also is always exceedingly attached to king Duryodhana. 
Alas, when such is the case, O Sanjaya, why have 1 liven to hear of the 
frequent defeats and deaths of my sons > There is no one that can resist 
the Pandavos in battle I They penetrate into my army like a man into 
the midst of helpless women ! Destiny; indeed, is supreme I’ 

"Sanjaya raid,— “O king, think now of all those righteous acts of thine 
like that match at dice and the others ! Acts that have (uissed away form 
the subject* of thought with man I One should not, however, reflect on 
byegonc acts. One may be ruined by such reflect. nn. That result (which 
thou hadst expected) is now much removed from the |M>int of fruition, 
since, although pc Shewed of knowledge, thou didst not reflect on the propriety 
or impropriety of thy acts then I Many at time wert thou, O king, counselled 
against warring with the Pindavas ! Thou didst iK>t, however, O monarch, 
accept those counsels, from folly 1 Diverse sinful acts of a grave natuie 
were perpetrated by thee against live suns of Pandu 1 For those acts this 
awful slaughter of kings hath now come ! All that, however, is nnw past. 
Do not grieve, O bull of Bharata's race ! O thou of unfading glory, listen 
now to the details u( the awful carnage ttal has occurred 1 

44 ‘When the night dawned, Kama repaired to king Duryodhana. Approach- 
ing the king, the mighty armed hero said, — l shall, O king, engage in 
battle today with the illustrious son of PaDdu I Lather 1 will slay that 
hero today, or be will slay met In consequence of the diverse things 
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both myself and Parti** had tn do, O Bharat*, an encounter, O Icing, 
could not hitherto take place between myself ami Arjuna ! Listen now, 

0 monarch, to these words of mine, spoken according to my wisdom ! 
Without slaying Partita in battle 1 wall not came lack, O Bharata 1 Since 
Ibis army of ourB hath been derived of its foremost warriors* and sinca 

1 will stand in battle, Partha will advance against me, especially because 

I am destitute of the dart that Cakra gave me ! TNrefore, O ruler of 
men, listen now to what is beneficial I The energy of my celestial weApons 
is equal to the energy of Arjuna' t weapons. In counteracting the feats of 
powerful foes, in lightness of lunda, in the range of the arrows shot, in 
skill, and in hitting the mark, Savyawchin is never my equal. In physical 
strength, in courage, in knowledge (of weapons), in prowess, O Bliarata 
in aiming, Stvyasachin is never uiy equal. My bow, called Mjav*, is the 
foremost of all weapons (of its kind). IV irmis of doing what wa< agreeable 
(toMndrm), it was nude by Vnw.ikarm.in (the celestial Artificer) for Indra. 
Wiftr that buw, O king, India liad varu pushed the /Mityas. At its twang the 
Daityas had beheld the ten points to he empty.® Thai bow, respected 
by all, Cakra gave to BUri^u't son (R\*m) That celestial and foremost 
of bows Bhrigu's s »n pave tn me. With that bow ] will contend in battle 
with the mighty Armed A*ju:ia, that foremost of victo?ioui warriors, like 
Indra fighting with the assembled Daityas I That fnrmtdahlt bow, the 
gift of Kama, is superior to GaaMva. It was with that buw dial lli« Earth 

was subjugated thrice seven times (by Bhrigti’a bo }). With that bow given 

to me l»y Kama I will contend in bnttlc with the ion of Pandit I I will, O 
Duryodhana, gladden ibee today with thy friends, by slaying in battle 
that hero, via., Arjuna, that foremost uf conquerors 1 The whole Earth 

wiih her mountains and forest and islandj, without a heroic warrior (to 

oppose thy wish) will, O king, become thine today, over which thyself 
with thy sons and grandsons will reign supreme ! Today there is noth- 
ing that is inca[iable of I wing achieved by me, especially when tlve object 
is to do what is agreeable to thee, even an ascetic success is incapible 
of being missed by one xealously devoted to virtue and having his soul 
under control ! Arjuna will not be able to bear me in battle even as :t 

tree in contact with fire it incapable of bearing that element. I must, 

however declare in what respect I am inferior to Arjuna. The string of 
his bow is celestial, and the two !ar^e quivers of his are inexhaustible. 

His driver is Govinda. I have none like him. His is that celestial and 

foremost of bows, called GanJiv*, which is irccfragiblc in battle. I a\so 
have that excellent, celestial, and for.mdable bjw called Vijay^u In respect 
of our bows, therefore, O king, I am superior to Arjuna. listen now to 
thobe matters in which the heroic son of Pandu is supurior te me ! The 

* The sense of die original is tl»t the Daityas were stupifted. — T. 
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holder of the rein* (of his steal*) is he of Dasiraba’s race who is adored 
by all the worlds I His celestial car decked with gold, given unto him 
by Agni. is inqicnetrable in every part, and his steeds also, O hero, are 
endued with the s|>ecd of th'j mind- His calejiial standard, bearing the 
blazing Ape, is exceedingly wonderful. Again, Krishni who is the Creator 
of the universe, protects that car. Tli>ugh inferior to Arjuna in respect 
of these things, 1 still iksifc to fight witli him. This Calya, however, the 
ornament of assemblies, is equal to Caurin I If be becomes my driver, 
victory will certainly be thine 9 Let Cilya therefore, who is incapable of 
being resisted by foes 1* the driver of my car! 1/* a large number of 
carts bear my Kong shafts and those that arc winged with vulturine feathers. 
Let a number of foremost cars, O monarch, with excellent steeds yoked 
unto them, always follow me, O boll of Bharata's rare ! By these arranaw- 
roents I will as regards the qualities mentioned, ba superior to Arj»* l 
Calya is superior to Krishna, and 1 am superior to Arjuna 1 As flat ay er 
of foe*, viz, he of Dssarht’s race, is acquainted with horsdore, even eo 
is that mighty car-warrior, viz., Cslya acquainted with borselore. There 

is none equal to the chief of the Madras in might of arms, As there is 

none equal to myse'f in weapns, so there is none equal to Calya in 
knowledge of steeds. So circumstanced, I will become superior to Parthn, 
Against my car, the very gods with Vasava at their head will not dare 
advance- All these being attended to, when I take my stand on my car, 
1 will become superior to Arjuna in the attributes of a warrior and will 
then, 0 best of the Kurus vanquish Phalguna. I desire, O monarch, all 
this to he done by thee, O scorcher o: foes ! Let these wishes of mine be 
accomplished. 1*1 no time be suffered to elapse I If all this be accomplish- 
ed, the mort effectual aid will be rendered to me on every desirable point. 
Thou wih then see, O Bhar.iU, what I will achieve in battle S I will, 
by every means, vanquish the sons of Paodu in battle when they will 

appreuch me I The very gods and the Asurat are not able to advance 

against me in battle ! What need be said then of the sons of Panda 
that arc of human origin ?— 

Sanjuya continued,— ‘Thus addressed by that ornament of bottle* via., 
Kama, thy son, worshipping the *wi of Radha, answered him, with a 
glad heart, saying,— Accomplish that, O Kama, which thou thinkest ! Equip! 
with goodly quivers and *te»ds »jch cars shill follow thee in battle I 
Let as many cars as thou wishes: bear thy long shafts an* arrows ©quip* 
with vulturine feathers. Ourselves* as also all the kings will, O Kama, 
follow thee in battle !* 

‘‘Sanjaya continued,— 'Having said these words, thy royal wn, endued 
with great prowess approached the ruler of the Madras and addressed him 
in live following words. 9 n 
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SECTION XXXII. 

"Sanjaya »aid, — Thy *>n then, O monarch, humbly approaching 

Utat mighty car warrior, via- the ruler of the {Madras, add retted him, 
from affection, in these werds O thou of tnie vo ***, O thou of great 
good fortune, O enhancer of the sorrows of foes, O niter of the Madras, O 
hero in battle, O thou that inspired hostile troops with fear, thou hast 
heard, O foremost of speakers, how, for the sake of Korna who spoke unto 
me, I myaelf am desirous of soliciting thee among all these lions of kings ! 
O thou of incomparable pruwass, O king of the Madras, for the destruction 
of the foe, I solicit thee to-day, with humility and bow uf the head 1 
Tlicreforc, for the destruction of Partin and for my good, it behoTcth thee, 
O foremost of car-warriors, to accept, from love, the office of charioteer ! 
With thee for his driver, tlsc ton of Rahda will subjugate my foes ! There 
is none else for holding the reins of Kama's steeds, except thee, O thou 
of great good fortune, thou that art the equal of Vasudeva in battle ! 
Protect Kama tl»cn by every means like Brahman protecting Mahe swift ! 
Even as he of Vrishni's race protects by every means the son of Pandu 
in all dangers, do thou. O chief of the Madras, protect the son of 
Radha today ! Bhishma, and Uruna, and Kripa, and thyself, and the 
valiant ruler of the flbujas, and Cakuoi the eon of Suvala, and Urona's 
son, and myself, constituted the chief strength of uur army ! Even thus, 
O lord of Eartb, we had divided amongst ourselves the hostile army into 
portions for the share of each ! Tbc sharo that had been allotted to 
Bhishma is now no more, as also that which had been allotted to Uie 
higb-eoulcd Drona. Going even beyond their allotted slitres, those two slew 
My foes. Those two tigers among men, however, were old, and both of 
them have been slain deceitfully. Having achieved the most difficult feats, 
both of them, O sinless one, have departed hence to heaven ! Similarly, many 
other tigers amoug men, of our army, slain by foe* in battle, have ascended 
to heaven, casting off their lives and having made great exertions to 
the best of their powers. This my host, therefore, 0 king, the greater 
portion of which has been slaughtered, has been reduced to this state by 
the Parthas who were at first fewer than us. What should be done for 
the present ? Do that now, 0 lord of Earth, by which the mighty and 
the high-fouled sons of Kunti, of prowess incapable of being baffled, may 
be prevented from exterminating the remnant of my host 1 O lord, the 
Pandavas have in battle slain the bravest warriors of this my force ! Tho 
mighty-armed Kama alone is devoted to our good, as also thyself, O tiger 
among men, that art die foremost of car-warrior* in the whole world I O Galya, 
Kama wishes to contend in battle today with Arjuna I On him, O ruler 
of the Madras, my hopes of victory are gre*t 1 There is none vise in the 
world (save thee) that can make so good a bolder of the rein* for 
Kama 1 As Krishna is the foremost of all holders of reins (or Panha in 
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»itle f even jo, 0 king, be tbou the foremost of all holder* of reins 90n 

K ns's car I Accompanied and protected, O sire, by him in battle, the 

feats that Partha achieves are all before thee ! Formerly, Arjuna had never 
slain his foes in battle in such a way, Now, however, his prowess has 

become great, united as he is with Krishna 1 Day after day, O ruler of 

the Madras, this vast Dhartarashtra force Is seen to be routed by Partha 
bccaujc he is united with Krishna ! A portion remains of the share all* 
ottud to Kama and thyelf, O thou of great splendour I Dear that share 
with Karon, and destroy it unitedly in battle 1 Even as Surya, uniting 
with Aruna, destroys the darkness, do thou, uniting with Kama, slay the 
Partha in battle l J#et the mighty car-warriors (of the enemy), fly away, behold* 
mg in battle those two warriors endued with the ofTulgence of the morning 
Sun, viz., Kama and Cilya, resembling two Suns risen above die horizon I 
Even as darkness is destroyed, O sire, at the sight of Surya and Aruna, 
even so let the Kaunleyas with the Panchalas and i be Srinjayas perish 
(beholding thee and Kar a ! Kama is the formost of car-warriors, and 
thou art die foremost of drivers I In the clash of battle, again there is 
none equal to thee ! As he of Vrishni's race protect* the son of Pandu 
under all circumstances, even so let thyself protect Vikart ana’s son Kama 
in battle I With thee as his driver, Kama will become invincible, O king, 
in battle with even the gods having Cakra at their head ! What then 
need be slid about the Panda vas ? Do not doubt my words 1— ' 

M San>ays continued,— 1 1 fearing these words of Duryodhana, Cal yu became 
filled with rage. Conducting his brow into three lines, and waving his arms 
repeatedly, and rolling his large eyes rod in wrath, that wart r or of massive 
arms, proud of his lineage and wealth and knowledge and strength, said 
these words. 

'•'C*lya said, — Thou msultest me, O son ol Gandhari, or, without doubt, 
suspectest mo, since thou »>]»cilcst me, without hesitation, saying,— fki'u 
as a drivtr t— Regarding Kama to be superior to ourselves thou applaudest 
him thus 1 I, however, do not regard the son of Rudlia as my equal in 
battle I Assign to me a much greater share, O lord of Earth ! Destroying 
that in battle, I will return to the place I came from ! Or, if tbou wishest, 
i will, O delighter of the Kurus, contend, single-handed, with the enemy I 
While engaged in consuming the foe, behold thou my prowess to-day ! 
Brooding upon an insult, O thou of Kuru’s race, a perms like ourselves 
never engageth in my task. Do not have thy doubts about me I Never 
ihouldst thou humiliate me in battle ! Behold these two massive arms of 
mine, strong as the thunder I Behold also ray excellent bow, and these 
shafts that resemble snakes of virulent poison ! Behold my car, unto 
which are yoked excellent steeds endued with the speed of the wind I 
Behold also, O eon of Gandhari, ray mace decked with gold and twined 
with hempen chords I Filled with wrath, I can split the very Earth, scatter 
the roounta:n», and dry u p the oceans, with my own energy, O king l 
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Knowing rac, O monarch, lo be so capable of afflicting the foe, why dust 
thou appoint roe to the office of driver in battle for such a tow-born person 
as Adbiratb'a eon f It behoveth the- not, O king of kings, to set roe to 
such mean tasks ' Being so superior, I cannot make up my mind to obey 
the commands of a sinful person 5 He that causeth a superior person 
arrived of hn own will and obedient from love, to yield to a sinful wight, 
certainly incurretb the sin of confuaiDg the supcTrior with the inferior l 
Brahman crea'.ed the Rrmhnunas from his mouth, and the KsWriya* from 
his arms. He created the Vaisyax from his thighs and the Cudras -from 
hb feet In consequence of the union with one another of those four 
orders, O Blarata, from thus© four have sprung particular classes, vi* , 
those born of men of superior classes wedding women of classes inferior to, 
themselves, ami wfet perm Protectors (of the othei classed acquirers of wealth 
and givers of the same, have the KshatTiyas been described to be. The Hraliina* 
nax lave been established on the Earth for the sake of favoring its people 
by assisting at sacrifices, by teaching, and acceptance of pure gifts. Agriculture 
and tending of cattle and gift are the occupations of the Vaicyas accord- 
ing to the scriptures. Cudras have been ordainod to bo the servants of 
the Brahmanax, the K'lbatriyat, and the Vaisyas. Similarly, the Safas are 
the servants of the Kshatriyas, and not latter the servants of the former, 
listen to these my words, O sinless one I As regards myself, 1 am one 
whoie coronal locks have undergone the sacied bath. I am bom in a 
race of royal ages. 1 am reckoned a great car-warrior. 1 deserve • the 
worship and the praises that bards sue eulogists render and sing. Being 
all this, O slayer of hostile troops, I cannot come forward to act as the driver 
of the Sutas son in battle I 1 will never fight, undergoing an act of humiliation. 
1 ask thy permission, O son of Gandhari, for I will return home !— 1 * 

'*Sanjaya continued.— 'Having said these words, that tiger among men 
anil ornament of assemblies, via, Calya, filled with rage, stood up quickly 
and endeavoured to get away from that concourse of kings. Thy eon, 
however, from affection and great regard, held the king, and addressed 
him in these sweet anil conciliatory words, that were capable of accom- 
plishing every object ‘.—Without doubt, O Calya, it is even so as thou hast 
said I But I have a certain purport in view. Listen to it, O ruler of men I 
Kama is not superior to thee, nor do 1 suspect thee, 0 king The royal 
chief of the Madras will never do that which is false Those foremost 
of men that were thy ancestors always told the truth. I think it is fur 
this that thou art called Artayani (the descendant of those that bad truth 
for their refuge). And since, 0 giver of honors, thou art like a barbed 
arrow to thy toes, therefore art thou called by the name of Calya on 
Earth 1 0 thou that makest large present (to Brahmanas) at sacrifices, do 
lliou accomplish all that which, O virtuous one, thou nadat said thou 
wouldst accomplish before ! Neither the son of Radius nor myself aui 
superior to thee in valor that 1 would select thee as the driver of tbuae 
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foremost of steeds (that arc Jyoked unto Kama’s car) ! As, however, O sire 
Kama is superior to Dhananjaya in regard to many qualities, even so doth 
the world regard thee to he superior to Vasudeva ! Kims is certainty 
superior to Panha in the matter of weajxma, O bull amonu men J Thou 
too art superior to Krishna, in knowledge of needs and might ! Without 
doubt, O ruler of the Madras, thy knowledge of Iwrses is twice gtcater 
than dial which the high-soulcd Vasudeva hath I— 

4 * 'Cilya said,— Since, O son of Gandhari, thou describes! me, O thou 
of Kuru’s race, in die midst of all ilwse troops, to be superior to Devaki's 
son, I aiu gratified with Owe 1 I will become the driver of Kadha's son of 
great lame while he will be engaged in battle with foremost one of Pandu's 
sons, as thou solicitcst me ! Let diis, however, O hero, be my understand- 
ing, with Vikartana’s sun that 1 will, in his presence, utter whatever speeches 
1 desire I — r 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘O king, thy son, with Kama then, O Bhirata. 
answered the prince of the Madras, O best of Bharata’s race, saying,— So 
be it 1— • w 



SECTION XXX 111. 

“lhiryodharu said,— Listen, once more, O ruler of die Madras, to what 
1 will say unto thee, about what happened, O lord, in the Hattie between 
the gods and the Asvrai in days of yore I The ureal Rithi Markandeya 
narrated it to my virc, 1 will now recite it without leaving out anything, 
O best of royal sages ! Listen to that account confidingly and without 
mistrusting it at all I Between the gods and die Aimras, each desirous 
of vanquishing the other, there happened a great battle, O king, which 
had Taiaka for its evil (root). It hath been heard by us that the 
Daily** were defeated by the gods. Upon die defeat of the Daityai % the 
three sons of Taraka, named Tarakaksha, Kamalaktha, and Vidyuninalin, 
C) king, practising die austeresl penance*, lived in the observance of high 
vows- By those penances they emaciated their bodies, O scorcher of foes. 
In consequence of their sell-restraint, their penances their vows, ane contem- 
plation, the boon-giving Grandsire became gratified with them and gave 
them boons Unitedly they solicited "die Grandsire of all the wurlds, O 
king, for the boon of immunity from death at the hands at all Creatures 
at alt time*. Tl* divine 1-ocd and Master of all the worlds said unto 
them,— [There is nothing like immunity from death at the hands of all 
creatures ! Therefore, ye A*uras y abstain from such a prayer I Solicit some 
other boon that may seem desirable tu you !] — Then all of them, O king, 
having settled it amongst them selves after long and repeated conferences 
bjwed to the great Master of all the worlds and ?aid the&c word* 
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[O god, 0 Grandsire, give us this boon ! Residing in three dtie*, we will 
rove over this Barth, with tby grace ever before us I After u thousand 
years then, we will come together, and our three cities also, O sinless 
one, will become united into one ! That foremost one amongst the gods 
who will, with one sliaft, pierce those three cities united into one, will, O 
lord, be the cause of our destruction I ]— Saying unto them,— [Let it be 
so,) — that god ascended to heaven. Those Aturoi then, filled with Joy 
at having obtained those boons, and having settled it among themselves 
about the construction of the three cities, selected for the purpose 
the great Aiura Maya, the celestial artificer, knowing no fatigue 
or decay, and worshipped by all the Daityai and Panavas, Then Maya, 
of great intelligence, by Hie aid of his own ascetic merit, constructed the three 
cities, one of which wai of gold, another of silver, and the third of black 
iron. The golden city was set in heaven, the silver city in the welkin, 
and the iron city was set on the Barth, all in such a iray as to revolve 
in a circle, O lord of Earth !• Each of those cities measured a hundred 
Y of an as in breadth and a hundred in length. And they consisted of bouses 
and mansions and lofty walls and porches. And though terming with 
lordly palaces close to each other yet the streets were wide and spacious. 
And they were adorned with diverse mansions and gate ways. Each of 
those cities, again, O monarch, had a separate king. The beautiful city 
of gold belonged to the Illustrious Tarakiksba : the silver city to Kamakksba, 
and the iron one to Vidyumnalin. Those three D ait fa kings, soon 
assailing the three worlds with their energy, continued to dwell and 
feign, and began to say,— {Who is he called the Creator ?]— Unto 
those foremost of Panamas having no heroes equal to them, came millions 
upon millions, from every side, of proud and flesh eating Danarat who 
bad before been defeated by the celestials, and who now settled in the 
three cities, desirous of great prosperity. Unto all of them thus united* 
Maya became the supplier of every thing they wanted. Relying upon 
him, all of them resided there, in perfect fearlessness. Whoever amongst 
those residing in the triple city wished for whatever object in his heart 
had bis wish fulfilled by Maya aided by the latter's powers of illusion. 
Tarakakaaba bad a heroic and mighty son named Hari. He underwent 
the austerest of penances, upon which the Grandsire became gratified with 
him. When the god was gratified, Haii solicited a boon of thim, saying, 
—[Let a lake start into existence in our city, such that persona, slain by 
means of weapons, may, when thrown into it, come out with life and 
redoubled strength ! , — Obtaining this boon, the heroic Hari, son of Tarakaksha, 
created a lake, O lord, in bis city, that was capable of reviving the dead. 
In whatever form and whatever guise a Patty, i might be slain, it thrown 



• Chakrauham is explained by NHakantba in the sense in weich I render 
it here — T. 
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into that lake, he came out, restored to life, in die self same form and 
guise. Obtaining hack thdr slain, the Dnityat began to afflict the three 
worlds Crowned with success by means of au itcfc penances, 
those enhancer* o' 5 the fears of the gods sustained, O Icing, no diminution 
in battle. Stupified then by covetousness and folly, and deprived 
of their senses, aii of them began to shamelessly exterminate the cities 
and town* cslabltstad all over the universe. PiPed with pride at the 
boons they hod received, and driving before them, at all times and from 
all plate*, the g* <U with their attendants, thoy roamed at will over celestial 
forests and other realm* dear to the denizen* of heaven and the delightful 
ami sacred asylums of ftiihis. And die wicked I)an«r,ii cea;ed to show any 
resfieet for anybody While the worlds were thus afflicted, Cakra, surruund- 
cd by die Maruts, battled against die three cities by hurling Ins thunder upon 
tlicni from every side When, liowcvcr Purandara failed to pierce those cities 
made impenetrable, O king, by the Creator with hi* boons, the chief of celestials, 
filled with fear, and leaving those cities, repaired with those very god* to that 
chastiser of foui» via*, die Grandsire, fur representing unto him the oppression* 
committed by tbe Asm tat. Representing everything and bowing their heads 
unto him, they asked tlx: divine Grandrirc the means by which the 
triple cit) Could bt destroyed. Tim illustrious Ddit), healing the words uf 
Indra, told the gods, — (He that is an offender a^aiuat you offends against 
tue also I The Awras arc all of wicked souk and always hate the gods I 
They that give pain to you always offend against me f I am impartial 
to all creatures ! There is nn doubt in ibis ! For all that, however, they 
that are unrighteous should be slain. Tbi* i* my fixed vow I Those 
three forts arc to be pierced with one shaft. By no other moan* can their 
destruction be effected. None else, save Sthaini, is competent to pierce 
them with one shall V. Adilyas, select Sthanu, otherwise called Isana 
and Jislmit, who 1* never fatigued with work, os your warrior ! It is bo 
that will destroy those Atmrat \\ — Hearing these word* of hi*, the god* 
with Cakra al their head, making Brahman lake their leader, sought the 
protection of the Deity having the bull fur lib mark. Thom righteous ones 
accompanied by A’ixAis devoted to the severest penance* and uttering the 
eternal words of the Vtias, soi^ht Bhava with their whole soul. And 
they praised, O king, in the high words of the VeJas , that dispcller of 
fear* in all situations oi Uar, that Universal Soul, that Supreme Soul, 
that one by whom this All is pervaded with his Soul Tlttfl him wlm, 
by especial pc nonces, had learnt to still all the functions of his Soul and 
understood the distinction of Soul from Matter, — him who had hi* soul 
always under control,^ him, colled Isana,— that lord of Umi, that mass of 
energy,— the gods beheld,— him, that b, who hath no equal in the universe, 
that source (of everything), that sinless Self. Though that Deity is ***, 
they had imagined him to bo of various forms. Beholding in that high- 
souled one those diverse forms that each bod individually conceived in 
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hiii nwn heart, all of them became filled with wonder. Behildint* lliai 
Unborn one, that I-ord of the universe, to be ths embodiment of all creatures, 
the gods and the regenerate Riskily all touched the Earth with their 
heads. Saluting them with the word— [Welcome] — and raising them from 
their bent altitudes, the illustrious Csnkari addressed them smilingly, saying. 
—[Tell us the object of your visit I]— Commanded by the Three-eyed god, 
their hearts became easy. They then slid ihese words unto him Our 
repeated salutations to thee, O lord ! Salutations to thee that Art the source 
of all the grxls, to thee armed with the Ikiw, to thee that art full of 
wrath I Salutations to thee that bids* destroyed the sacrifice of that lord 
of creatures (via., Daktlu), to thee that art adored by aP the lords of 
creatures ! Salutations to thee that art always praised, to thoc tint deserves! 
to be praised, to thee that an Death’s self I S dilutions to thee that art 
red. to thee Out art «rce, to thee that blue-throated, to thee that ait 
aimed with tile trident, to thuC that art incapable of being bailed, to 
thee that Inst eyes am beautiful as those of the gaxellt*, to thee tliat lightest 
with the foremost of weapons ; to thee dial dcscrvotrf all praise, to thefi 

that art pure, to thee that art detraction's self, to thee lh«t art 

the destroyer ; to Usee that art irresistible, to thee that art Brahman, to 
thee that lcadcst the life of ttrak*uuh< 2 rin ; to theo that art lsana ; to 

thee that art immeasurable* to thee that art tho great controller, to thee 

that art rolled In tatters , to thee that art ever engaged in penances, to 
thee that art tawny, to thee that art observant of vows, to thcr that ait 
robed in animal skins ; tu thee that art the sire of Kumar*, to thee that 
art three eyed, to thee that art armed with the foremost of weapons, to 
thoc that destroyed the afflictions of all that seek thy shelter, to thee 
that destroyeat all haters of Brahminas, to thee that art the, lord of all 
trees, the lord of all men, the lord of all kine, and crer the lord of sacrifices f 
Salutations to thee that art always at the head of troops, to thee that 
art throe-eyed, to thoe that art endued with fierce energy I We devote 
ourselves to thee in thought, word, and deed ! Be gracious unto us lj— 
Gratified with these adorations, the holy one, saluting them with the word 
—[Welcome]— said unto them,— [Let your fears be dispelled 1 Say, what we 
are to do for you I}—* M 



SECTION XXXIV. 

• 4 *Duryodbana said,— After the fears of those throngs of the /Mr, the 
gods, and the Riskis had thus been dispelled by that high souied Deity, 
Brahman, then offered his adorations unto Cankara, and said these wurds lor the 
benefit of the universe [Through thy favor, O Lord of all the Lordship of all 
creatures is mine ! Occupying that rank, I have given a great boon to the 
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Danmvas I ft bcbovetb none else, save thee, 0 U>rd of the Past and the 
Future, to desroy those wicked wights that show no regard for any one I 
Thou, O god, art the only person competent to slay the fow of these 
denizen* of heaven that have sought thy protection and that solicit thee l 
O Lord of all the gods, show favor to these I SUy tlic Damavas. O wicldcr 
of die trident I O River of honors, let the universe, through thy grace, 
obtain happiness ! O Lord of all the aorlds, thou art the one whose shelter 
should be sought ! We all seek thy shelter !}— 

" * — Sthanu said, — [Al! your foes should be slain, I think I I do not, 
however, venture to slay them single-handed ! The enemies of the gods 
are possessed of might I Therefore, all of you, united together, consume 
those enemies of yours in battle, with half my might 1 Union is great strength !}— 
M •— The gods said,— [Theirs is twice the energy and mi^htof ourselves, 
we think, for we have already seen their energy and might !} — 

4 “The holy one said, — (Those sinful wights that have offended against 
ye should he slain ! With half of my energy and might, stay all those 
enemies ol yours 1)— 

• The gods said,— [We will not be able, O Maheswara, to bear half 
of thy energy I With, on the other hand, half of our united might, do 
thou slay those foes !]— 

M '—The holy one said,— [If. indeed, yc have not the ability to bear 
half of my might, then, endued with half of your united energy, I will slay 
them !]— 

14 ‘P jryodhana continued, — The celestials then, addressing that god of 
gods, said,— [So be hj— O best of kings ! Taking half of their energies 
from all of them, he became superior in might. Indeed, in might that 
god became superior to all in the universe ! From that time Cankara came 
to be called Aft And Makadswa then said,— [Armed with bow and 

shaft, 1 will, from my car, slay in battle those foes nf yours, ye demsens 
of heaven ! Therefore, ye gods, sec now to ray car and bow and shaft 
90 that I may, this very day, throw the Aiuras down on the Earth I]— 

11 • — The gods said, — [Gathering all forms that may be found in the 
three worlds and taking portion* of each, we will, O Lord of the gods, 
construct a car of great energy for thee ! It will he a large car, the handiwork 
of Viswakanoan, designed with intelligence I— Saysng this, tlioee tigers 
among the gods began the construction of that car. And they made Vishnu 
and Soina and Hutasa the arrow for Cankara's use. Agni became the staff, 
and Soma became the head, and Vishnu the point, O king, of that foremost 
of arrows. The goddess Earth, with her large aties and towns, 
her mountains and forests and islands, that home of diverse 
creatures, was made the car. The Mandara mountain was made its axle ; 
and A tbc great river;Ganga was made its Janth*, and the points of the compass, 
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cardinal and subsidiary, became the ornaments of that car. The constellations 
became its Bhaft ; the Krita age became its yoke ; and that best of snakes, 
Tit., Vasuki, became the Rmvara of that car. Himavat and Vindhya 
mountains beeme its Apaikara and AdkUhthana ; and the Udaya and tlie 
Asta mountains were made the wheels uf that car by those foremost ones 

among the gods. The excellent Ocean, that abode of the Danatsas, they 

made its other axle. The seven Rishis became the protectors of the wheels 
of that car. Ganga and Saraswati and Sindhu and the Sky became its 
Dhura ; all the other rivers and all the waters became the chords for 
binding the several limbs of that car. Day and Night and the other 

divisions of time such as Kalat and Kastfun, and the Seasons became 
its Ansskanka. The blaring planets and the stars became its 

wooden fence. Religion, Profit, and Pleasure, united together, became its 
Jrivtnu. The herbs and the creepers, decked with flowers and fruits, 
became its bells. Making the Sun and the Moon equal, these were made 
the (othet two) wheels of that foremost of cars. Day and Night were 
made its auspicious wings on the right and the lefL The ten foremost 
of snakes having Dhriturashlra fur their first, oil exceedingly 9trong, formed 
the (other) shaft of that car. The Sky wai made its (other) yoke, and 
the Clouds called Samvartaka and VaUthika were the leathern strings of 
the yoke. The two Twilights, and Dkriti and Med ha and Sthiti and Sannati* 
and the firmament bespangled with planets and stars, were mode the skins 
for covering that car. Those Regents of the world, vis., the Lords of the 
gods, of the waters, of the dead, and of treasures,! were made the steeds 
of that car. Kalaprishtha, and Nahusha, and Karkotaka, and Dhananjaya, 
and the other snakes became the chords for binding the manes of the 
steeds- The cardinal and the subsidiary directions became the reins of 
the eteeds of that car. The Vedic sound Vathat became the goad, and 
Gayatri became the siring attached to that goad. The four auipicious 
days were made the traces of the steeds, and the Ft tris presiding over 
them were ;rosule the hooka and pins.} Action and Troth and ascetic 
Penances and Profit, were made the chords of that car. The Mind became 
the ground upon which that car stood, and Speech the tracks upon 
which it was to proceed, beautiful banners of various hues waved on the 
air. With lightning and Indra's bow attached to it, that biasing car gave 
fierce light. That spare of time which, on a former occasion, had, in the 
Sacrifice of the high -sou led Isana, boan fixed os a Year, became the bow, 
and the goddess Savitri became tbc loud-sounding bowstring. A celestial 

• These are embodiments or peisonifications of courage, intelligence, 
gravity, and humility.— T. 

♦ Z #. InOra, Vanina, Yarn*, and Kuvera.— T. 

I The four auspicious days mentioned here are (I) die day of new moon, 
with a portion of the previous lunar day running into it, (*) the day of full 
moon, with a portion of tbc previous lunar day running into it, (j) the day 
of new moon by itself, and the day of full moon by itself. — T. 
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©oat of mail was made, decked with costly gems, and impenetrable and 
effulgent, sprung from the wheel of Time. That golden mountain, via, 
llio beautiful Meru, became the flagstaff, and the clouds decked with 
Hashes of lightning became its banners. '11ms equip*, that car shone brilliantly 
like a blaring fire in the midst of the priests officiating at a sacrifice. 
Beholding thnt car proporly equipt, the gods became filled with wonder. 
Seeing the energies of the entire universe united together in one place, 
O sire, the gods wondered, and at last represented unto that illustrious 
Deity that the car was ready. After, O monarch, that best of cars had 
thus been constructed by the gods, O tiger among men, for grinding 
their foes, Cankara placed upon it his own celestial weapons. Making die 
sky its flagstaff, he placed upon it his bovine bull. The Brahmaiu's rod, 
the rod of Death, Rudra'a rod, and Fever became the protectors of the 
sides of that car and stood with faces turned towards all sides. Athar- 
van and Anginu became the pcotcetors of the r.ar-wheeU of that illustrious 
warrior. The RigVida, the Sa maned a, and the Parana!, stood in advance 
of that car. The histories and the Yajurvtda became the protectors of 
die rear. AH sacred Speeches and all the Science* stood around it, and 
all hymns, O monarch and the Vedic sound of Vaihat also. And the 
syllable Om, O king, standing in the van of ttut car, made it exceeding 
beautiful. Having made the Year adorned with the six seasons his buw, 
he made his own shadow the irrefragable string of that how in thst 
tattle. The illustrious Rudra is Death's self ; the Year became his bow ; 
the Death-night, therefore, which is Rad re's shadow, became the indes- 
tructible string of that bow. Vishnu and Agni and Soma became {as already said) 
the arrow. The universe is mid to consist of Agni and Soma. The 
universe is similarly said to consist of Vishnu. Vishun it, again, the Soul 
of the holy Bhava of immeasurable energy. For this the touch of that bowstr- 
ing became unbearable to the Asurai. And the lord Cankara cast on that 
arrow his own irresistible and fierce wrath, the unbearable fire of anger, 
via, that which was born of wrath of Bhrigu and Angiraa. Then He 
called Blue and Red, or Snoke,— thtt terrible Deity robed in skins, — 
looking like ten thousand Suns, and shrouded by the lire of superabun- 
dant Energy, blazed up with &|>lendour. That discern fitter of even him 
tbit is difficult of being discom fitted, that victor, that slayer of all haters 
of Brahma % called also Hara, that rescuer of the righteous and dcstToycr 
of the unrighteous, viz., the illustrious Stbanu, accompanied by many 
beings of terrible might and terrible forms that were endued with the speed 
of the mind and capable of agitating and crushing (all foes), as if with 
all the fourteen faculties of the soul awake about him, looked exceedingly 
resplendent. Having his limbs for their refuge, this entire universe of 
mobile and immobile creatures that were present there, O king, looked 
beautiful, presenting a highly wonderful appearance. Beholding that car, 
duly equipt, he cased himself ia mail and armed himself with the bow. 
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and took up Ilia celestial shaft bom of Soma and Vishnu and AgnL Tbo 
god?, O king, then commanded that foremost of celestials, vias., Wind, to 
breathe after that puitaant Deity all the fragrance that he carries. Then 
Mahadeva, terrifying the very god9, and making the very Earth tremble, 
ascended that car rasolutely. Then the great AViAfr, lire Gandkartat* those 
throngs of gods and those diverse tnbes of Afisims , began to praise that 
Lord of the gods while he was about to ascend that car. Adored by 
the regenerate A'is/ris, and praised by the eulogists and diverse tribes of 
dancing Apsaras well-versed in the art of dancing, that boon-giving lord, 
armed with scimitar and arrow and bow, looked very heautifuL Sending, be 
then asked the gods,— [Who will become my driver ?] — The gods answered 
him, saying,— fife whom thou wilt appoint, will, O Lord of the gods, 
without doubt, become thy driver !]— Unto them the god replied,— [Reflect- 
ing yourselves, without delay make him my driror who is superior to me ! | 
— Hearing these word? uttered by that high-soulcd Deity, the gods repaired 
unto the Grandsire and inclining him to grace, said thine words*— [We 
have accomplished everyhing, O holy one, that thou liad/t ordered us to 
do in the matter of afflicting tbo foes of the celestials ! Tin; J>city 
having the bull for his mark has been gratified with us ! A car hath been 
constructed by us, equip* with many wonderful weapons I Wo do not, 
however, know wl»o is to become the driver of that foremost of cars f 
Tbcretore, let some foremost one among the gods he appointed as the driver ! O 
holy one, it behoveth thee to make true those words that thou, O ford, 
hadst then said to us I Before this, O god, thou hadst even said to us 
that thou wuuldst do us good ! It behoveth thee to accomplish that 
promise I That irresistible and best of cars, that router of our foes, hath 
been constructed out of the component parts of the celestials ! The Deity 
armed with Pxnaka bath been made the warrior who » to stand on it 1 
Striking the Dunattos with fear, he ii prepared for battle. The four Vedas 
have become the four foremost of steeds. With her mountains, the Earth 
has become the car of that high -sou Id one. The stars have become the 
adornments of that vehicle. (At already said) Hart is the warrior f Wc 
do not, however, see who is to become the driver l A driver should be 
sought for that car who is superior to all these 1 Equal to thcc in importance 
is that car, O god, and Hara is the warrior I ATmour, and weapons, and 
bow,— these,— we have got already, O Grandsire ! Except thee, we do not 
behold any person that can mike its driver ! Thou art endued with every 
accomplishment I Thou, O lord, aat sujierior to all the gods ! Mounting 
upon that car with speed, Held the reins of those foremost of steeds, for 
the victory of the celestials and the destruction of their foes !|— It has 
been heard by us that bowing with their heads unto the Grandsirc that Lord 
of the three worlds, the gods sought to gratify him for inducing him to accept 
the drivership.— 

u ‘—The Grandsirc,— [There is nothing of untruth in all this that ye 
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hive said, ye denizens of heaven. I will hold ihe reins of the steeds fot 
Kapanidin while lie will be engaged in fight! — Then that illustrious god, 
that Creator of the worlds, the Grandsire, waa appointed by the gods as 
the driver of tl*e higb-aouled Isanu. And when he was about to ascend 
cpiickly upon that car wmnbipped by alb those steeds, endued with the 
tfieed of the wind, bowed themselves witli their heads to the Earth, 
Having ascended the car, the illustrious Deity, via , the Grandsire, resplendent 
with his own energy, took the reins and the goad. Then the illustrious 
god, raising those steeds, addressed that foremost one among the gods, 
viz, Sthanu, saying,— [AsccndJThen, taking that arrow com posed of Vishnu 
and Soma and Agni, Sthanu ascended the rar, causing the foe to tremble by 
means of his bow. The great Riskis, the Gandkart «ui, the throngs of gods, 
and the diverse tribes of. Assarts, then praised that Lord of the gods 
after he bad aserded the car. Resplendent with beauty, the boon-giving 
Lord, armed with scimitar, shaft, and bow, stayed on the car causing the 
three worlds to blaze forth with his own energy. The great Deity once 
more arid unto tin* gods headed by Indra,— [Ye should never grieve, 
doubting my ability to destroy the Asura Know that the A sural have 
already been slain by means of thi9 arrow !) — The gods then answered, 
saying,— It is true ! The A suras have already been slain I j — Indeed, the 
gods, thinking that the words which the divine Lord had said could not 
be untrue, became exceedingly gratified. Then that Lord ol the gods 
proceeded, surrounded by all the gods, up in that large car, O king, which 
had nothing to compare wi:h it. AnJ the illustrious Deity was adored, 
the while by the attendants that always wait upon him, and by cithers 
that subsisted on meat, that were invincible in battle, and that danced 
in joy on the present occasion, running wildly on all sides and shooting 
at one another. Rishis also, of great good fortune, possessed of ascetic 
merit, and endued with high qualities, as also die gods, wished fox Mnhadeva's 
success. When that boon-giving Lord, that dispeller of the fears of the 
throe worlds thus proceeded, the entire universe, all the gods, O best of 
men, bename exceedingly gratified. And the Rights there adored that 
Ixwd of the gods with diverse hymns, and enhancing his energy. O king, 
took up their station there. And millions upon millions of GasMarvas 
played upon diverse kinds of musical instruments at the hour of his sett- 
ing out When the b:wn-giving Brahman, having ascended die car, set 
out foe die Asuraf , the Lord of die universe, smiling the while, said,— 
(Excellent, Excellent I Proceed, O god, to the spot where the fJaifja are I 
Urge the steeds wake fully ! Behold today the might of my arms while I 
slay the foe in battle !] Thus addressed. Brahman urged those steeds 
endued with the fleet nets of the wind or thought towards that spot wheTc 
the triple city, O king, stood, protected by the /Jain as and the Panamas. 
With those steeds worshipped by all the worlds, and which coursrd with 
such speed Uut Uicy seemed to devour the skies, the illustrious god fjuickly 
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jwoceeded for the victory of the denixens of heaven. Indeed, when Bbava, 
riding on that car, set out towards the triple city, his hull uttered tremendous 
roars, filling all the points of the compass. Hearing that loud and terrble 
roar of the bull, many of the descendant and followers of Taiaka, (1 mm 
enemies of the gods, breathed their last Others amongst them stood, 
facing the foe, for battle. Then Sthanu, O king, armed with trident, became 
deprived of his senses in wrath. All creatures became frightened, and 
the three worlds bqpto to tremble. Frightful portents appeared when he 
was on the point of aiming that shaft In consequence, however, of the 
ptesaure caused by the weight of Soou. Agni, and Vishnu that were in 
that shaft, as also of the pressure cauted by that of Brahmin and Rudra 
and the latter's bow, that car seemed to sink. Then Narayana, issuing 
out of the point of that shaft, assumed the form of a bull and raised that 
large car. During the timo the car had sunk and the foe had began to 
roar, the illustrious Deity, endued with gloat might, began, from rage, 
to utter loud Bhouts, standing, O giver of honors, on the head of his bull 
and the back of his steeds. At that time the illustrious Rudra was 
employed in eyeing the £)*%<&<* city. While in that posture, O best of 
men, Rudra nut off the teats of the horses and clove the tools of the 
bull Blessed be thou, from that date, the hoofs of all animals of the bovine 
species came to be cloven. And from that time, O king, horses, afflicted 
by the mighty Rudra of wonderful deeds, came to be without teats. Then 
Sarva, laving stringed bis bow and aimed that shaft with which ha had 
united the PaCupata weapon, waited, thinking of the triple city. And O 
king, as Rudra thus stood, holding his tow, the three cities, during that time, 
became united. When the three cities, losing their separate character*, became 
united, tumultous be .ante the joy of the high souled gods. Then 
all the gods, the SiddMas % and the great Pis Air, uttered the 

word Jay* adoring Mahocwara. The triple city then appeared 

immediately before that god of unbearable energy, that the deity 
of fierce and indescribable form, that warrior wbo was desirous of slaying 
the Antral. That illustrious deity, that tord of the universe, then, draw- 
ing that celestial bow, sped that shaft which represented the might of the 
whole universe, at the tripie city. Upon that foremost of shafts, O thou of 
great go3d fortune, being shot, loud waili of woe wure heard from those 
cities as they b •gan to fall down towards the Eirth. Burning those Asurat , 
lie threw them down into the Western ocean. Thus was the triple city 
burnt and thin were the Djnavat exterminated by Maheswan in wrath, 
from desire of doing good to the three worlds. The fire born of his own 
wrath, the three-eyed god quenched, saying,— | Do not, O Teduce the three 
worlds tu ashes ! After this, the gods, the Rishis, and the three worlds, became 
all restored to the:r natural dispositions, and gratified Sthanu of unrivalled 
energy with word* uf high import. Receiving then the permission of the great 
god, the gods with the Creator at their head went away to the places 
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they came from, their object accomplished after such effurt. Thus did that 
illustrious Daily, that Creator of the worlds, that Lord of both the Gods 
and the Aiurai , viz., Maheswara, did that whirJi was fcir the good of all 
the worlds. As the illustrious Brahman, the Creator of the worlds, the 
Grandsire, tin* Supreme Deity ot unfading glory. acted as tlm driver of 
Rudra, so do thou n strain lh<& steeds of the high souled son of Kadha like 
Grandorc restraining those of Rudra ! here is not the slightest doubt, O 
tiger among kings, that thou art superior to Krishna, to Kama, and to 
Phalguna ! In battle, Kama is like Rudra, and thou art like Brahman in 
policy. United, ye two, therefore, are competent to vanquish uiy foes that 
are even like the Asurai Let, O Galya, that he speedily done today by 
which this Kama, grinding the Pandava troop*, nuy be able to slay Kunti's 
son owning white steeds und having Krishna for the driver of his ear 1 
Upon thee depend Kama, ourselves, our kingdom, and (our) victory in 
battle ! Hold the reins, therefore, nf the excellent steeds (of Kama) 1 There 
is another story which I will narrate. Listen once more to it I A virtuous 
Krahmana had recited it in the presence of my father. Hearing those 
clclightful]words fraught with the reasons and purpose* of acts, do, O Galya, 
what thou mays! settle, without entertaining any scruples In the nice of 
the Bhrigus was Jaimdagni nf severe ascetic penance*. He had a son endued 
with energy and every virtue, who became celebrated by like name of Rauu. 
Practising the austfirclt penances, of cheerful soul, bound to observances 
and vows, and keeping his senses under control, he gratified the grid Bhava for 
obtaining weapons. In consequence of his devotiun and tranquillity of heart, 
Mahadcva became gratified with him. And Ctakara, understanding the desire 
cherished iu liis heart, showed himself unto Roma. And Mahadcva said, — 
|0 Rama, 1 am gratified with thee 1 Blessed bo thou, they desire is known to 
me I Make thy soul pure l Thou wilt then have all that you dasire I I 
will give time all weapons when thou wilt become pure. Those weapons, 
O son of Bbrjgu, burn a person that is incompetent and that is not deserv- 
ing of them !] — Thu* addressed by that god of gods, that deity bearing the 
trident, the sun of Jamadagni, bending his head unto that puissant high-souled 
one, said — [O god of gods, it behuveth thee to give those weapons unto me that 
am always devoted to thy service, when, indeed, thou will regard me fit for 
holding them ?]— 

4 * ‘Duryodana continued,— With penances then, and restraining his senses, 
and observances of ve w% and worship arid offering* and with aarriftces and Hama 
performed with man/™*, Rama adored Sarva for many tong years. At last Malta- 
deva, pleased with the high -sou led son of Bhrigu's race, described him, in the 
pretence of his divine spouse, as possessed of many virtues : — [This Rama, 
of firm vows, is evor devoted to me I] — Gratified with him, the Lord Canlura 
thus repeatedly proclaimed his virtues in the presence of gods and tlie 
Riskily O slayer of foe* ! Meanwhile, the Daityai became very mighty. 
Blinded by pride and folly, they afflicted the denizens of heaven. The 
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gods {ben, uniting together, And firmly resolved to stay them, strove earnestly 
for the destruction of those foes. They, however, (ailed to vanquish them. 
The gods then, repairing to ifabeswara the lord of Urna, began to gratify 
hint with devotion, saying, — [Slay our foes !]— That god, having promised 
the destruction of their foes unto the celestials, summoned Rama the 
descendant nf Bhrigu. And Can kora addressed Rama, saying , — [0 descendant 
of Bhrigu, slay all the assembled foes or the gods, from desire of doing 
good unto all the worlds as also fur my satisfaction !]— Thus addressed, 
Rama replied unto that boon -giving Lord of Three eyes, saying, — [What 
strength hare I, 0 chief of the gods, destitute as I am of weapons, to slay 
in battle the assembled Danavat that are acoomjikshed in weapons and 
invincible in fight ?] — Maheswara said, — [Go thou at my command ! Thou 
•halt slay those foes I Having vanquished all those enemies, thou shalt 
acquire numerous merits I) — Hearing these words and accepting them all, 
Rama, causing propitiatory rites to be performed for hif success, proceeded 
against the DanaVai. Addressing those enemies of the gods that were 
endued with might and |>osset8cd with folly and pride, lie said,— [Ve 
Daily as that are fierce in tattle, give me but tic I I have been sent by 
the God of gods to vanquish you 1 ] — Thus addressed by the descendant of 
Btuigu, the Daily at began to fight. The delightcr of tit* Bhargavas, however, 
slaying the Daityas in battle, wills strokes whose touch resembled that of 
Indra's thunder, came bock to Mahadeva. Jamadagni's son, dial foremost 
of Brahmana*, returned with many wounds on his person inflicted oy the 
DatiavaL Touched, however by Sthanu, his wounds were immediately healed, 4 
Gratified also with that feat of his, the illustrious god gave diverse kinds 
of boons unto the high-ioulcd son of lihrigu. With satisfaction in his heart, the 
trident wielding god of gods said, — [The pain tliou bast suffered in oon*equcncc 
of the fall of weapons upon thy body evidences the superhuman feat that thou 
hast achieved, O dtlighler of the Bhrigus I As desired by thec, accept from 
me these celestial weapons !] 

“ ‘Duryudhana continued,— Having obtained ail the celestial weajjons 
and the boons that bad been desired by him, Rama bowed unto Civa with 
his head. Obtaining the leave alto of die Lord of the gods, that great 
ascetiw went away. This is the old [story that the •Aiski bad recited. The 
descendant of Bhrigu gave the whole science of weapons unto the high 
so uled Kama, O tiger among kings with delighted heart J If Kama liad 
any fault, O lard of Earth, the delightcr of Bbrigu's race would never have 
given him bis celestial wea|x>ns ! Ido not think* that Kama could have 
been born in the Suta order, I think him to be the son of a god, bom in 
tbc Kshatr-ya order. 1 think that he was abandoned (in infancy ) in order 
that the race in which he was bom might be ascertained (by his features 
and feats). B> no means, O CaJya, could ibis Kama have taen born 



4 I exjxind 146 a little. — T, 
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in the Sou order ! Wilh bis (natural) ear-ring and (natural) coat of mail, 
this mighty car warriur of long aims, resembling Surya himself, could not 
be borne by a common woman even as a she-deer can never bear a tiger 
His arms arc massive, each resembling the trunk of a prince of elephants I 
Behold his chest that U so briud and capble of resisting every foe ! Karna, 
otherwise called Vaikartana, O king, cannot be an ordinary person 1 I r .nd ;od 
with great valour, this disciple of Rama, O king of kings, is a high ■*» led 
personage 1—' H 



SECTION XXXV. 

11 'Duryodhana said.— Even thu$ did that illustrious Deity, that Oeandiire 
of all the worlds, vis.. Brahman, act as driver on that occasion and 
Rudra become the warrior. The driver of the car, O l«?ro, should bo 
superior to the warrior on iL Therefore, O tiger among men, 
do thou hold the reins of the steeds in this battle ! As on that 
occasion the Grandsire had teen selected with care by all the celestials, 
indeed, O great king, as one greater ilurn Cankara was sclented by the god* 
su lltou that art superior to Kama art now selected by us with care I 
Like the Grandsire holding tlie reins of Rudra’s steeds, do thou hold, 
without delay, the reins of Kama's steeds in battle, O thou of great 
splendour ! — 

* 'Cal ya said, — O foremost of men, many a lime have I lseard this 
excellent and celestial history, recited to mo, of those two lions among 
gods ! Indeed, I have heard how the Grandsire acted m the driver of 
Bhava and turn the An rnif also, O BharaU, were all destroyed with one 
shaft 1 Krishna also had knowledge of all this before, the knowledge, 
viz., of how the iUust'tout Grandsire had become the driver on that occasion of 
yore ! Indeed, Krishna knoweth tbc past and the future with all their details 
Knowing this fact, h9 becaroo the driver, O Bharat*, of Partita like the 
Self -create becoming the driver of Ru Ira. If the Suta's Bun, by ame 
mcanB, succeeds in slaying the son of Kunti, Kcaivi, beholding Partha 
slain, will fight himself. Tint bearer of the conch, the discus, 
and the mare, will then consume thy army. There i« no king here that 
will stay in the ranks in front of that illustrious one of Vrishni’s race when 
he will be excited with wrath l—* 

“San)aya said,— 'Unto the ruler of the Madras who was speaking in 
that strain, that chastiser of foes, viz., thy mighty-armed son of cheerful soul 
replied, aaying, — Do not, O mighty. armed one, think dkjuragingly of Karna, 
otherwise called Vaikartana, in battle,— that warrior who is the foremost of all 
wicldcrs of arms and who is acquainted with the meaning of the wliole 
body of our scriptures ! Hearing the terrible and loud twang of his bow and 
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the sound o f his palms, the Pandava troops fly away on all sides. Thou hast 
witnessed it w;th thy own eyes, O migluy armed one, how Ghatotkocba, 
(screened by) his illusions before him, and displaying hundreds of illusions, 
was still slain that night (hy Kama) ! Feeling a great fear all these days 
Vibhatsu could never stand, fronting Kama ! The mighty Bhirnatena also, 
moved hither and thither by the horn nf Kama's bow, was, O king, address- 
ed in diverse harsh word* such as — Fool and Glutton 1 — The two brave 
90 ns of Madri also were defeated by Kama in great btttfe, though, from 
9omc object he had in view, he did not, O sire, slay them then 1 'Hut 
foremost one of Vrishni's race, via., the heroic Satyaki, the chief of the 
Satwata dan, was vanquished by Kama and made careless. Others, such as all 
the Srinjayas headed hy DUrishudyuuina, have been reportedly defeated in 
battle by Kama with l lie greatest e*sc 1 How. indeed, will the Pamlavas 
vanquish that great car-warrior in battle who (has achieved all these feats 
and who) excited with wrath, is competent to slay l’urandara himself armed 
with the thunder-holt, in fi^ht ? Thyself also, O hero, art acquainted 
with every wea|K>n 1 Thou art, again, the master of alf branches of learning l 
There is none un Eutli who is thy equal in might of anus ! Irresistible in 
prowess, thou art like a dait (Citly<i) unto thy enemies ! It is for this, O 
king ; that thou O slayer of lues, art called Calya I Encountering the might 
of thy arms, all the Satwata* were unable to get the better of it ! Is 
Krishna superior to thae in might of arms, O king ? Indeed, as Krishna 
is to bear tluj burthen of die Pandava troops upon the slaughter of Parlha, 
even *so art thou to bear the burthen uf this vast (Kaurava) force if Kama 
lay9 down his life l Why should he ho able to resist my troops and why 
shouldst not thou be able tu slay the hostile troops, O sire ? For thy aike, 

0 sire, I would willingly follow the footsteps of my (slain) brothers and the 
other heroic kings of the Earth 1— * 

*' •Calya said,— O son of Oandhari, when thou, O giver of honors, describes* 
me before thy |ur<x>ps tu !>u superior to the son of Dcvaki, I am exceedingly 
gratified with thcc l 1 accept tho driverahip of die celebrated son of Radlia 
when Ihs will fight with that furemnst uf the sons of Fandu, as thou derirest 9 

1 have, however, O hero, a rompact to make with Vaikartana, and that is 
this (I will utter whatever words I may wish, in this one's presence ' 

Sanjaya continued, rtiy sun then, O king, with Kama, O sire* answer- 
ed the ruler of the Madras, saying,— Let it be so !— in the presence of all 
the Ksbalriyas. Assurred by Cilya's acceptance of the drivership. Duryodhana, 
filled with joy, embraced Kama. Eulogised (by bards and panegyrists 
around X thy son then once nore addressed Kama, saying— Slay all tlic 
Partitas in battle, like the great Indra slaying the Dana ** rs 1— Calya having* 
accepted tho office cf holding the reins of his steeds, Kama, with a 
cheerful heart, once more addressed Duryodhana, saying,— The ruler of the 
Madras does not say very cheefully what he say*. O king, solicit him 
once more in sweet words 1 — Thus addressed, the mighty king I>ut)X>dbanB 
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possessed of great wisdom and accomplished in everything once more spoke 
unto that lord of Earth, vis., Calya the ruler of the Madras, in a voice 
deep at that of the clouds and filling the whole region there with the 
found of that voice : — O Calya, Kami thinltB that he should fight with 
Arjuna today ! O tiger among men hold the reins of Kama's steeds in 
buttle ! Having slain all the other warriors Kama desires to slay Ptudguna. 
I solicit thee, O king, repeatedly, in the matter of holding the reins of his 
steeds ! As Krfehna, that foremost of all drivers, is the counsellor of Partha. 
even so do thou protect the son of Radba today from every danger I— * 

“Sanjaya continued,— Embracing thy son then, Calya the ruler of the 
Madras, joyfully answered that slayer of foes, via , Duryodhana, siying, — If 
this what thou thinkest. O royal r>n of Gandhari, O thou of handsome 
features, I shall, for that, accomplish everything that may be agreeahle tn- 
thee I O chief of the BharaUs, fur whatever acts I may be fit, employing 
myself therein with iny whole heart, I will bear the burthen of those acts 
of thine ! Let Kama, however and thyself pardon me all those words, 
agreeable or disagreeable, that 1 may speak unto Kama front desire of his 
good J— 

" 'Kama said,— O ruler of the Madras, be thou ever engaged in our good 
as Brahman in that of Isana, as Kesava in that of Partha I — 

44 "Calya said, — These four kinds of conduct, via , selfrebuke and self- 
praise, speaking ill of others and adulation of olhers, are never practised 
by those that are respectable. That, however, O learned one, which I shall 
say, for inspiring thy cenfidcnce, is fraught with self adulation. FAr all 
that, listen to it duly ! O puissant one, like Matali himself, 1 am fit to 
act as the driver of even India in waichfulness, in managing the steeds, 
in knowledge of coining danger and of the means of avoiding it, and in 
competence to avoid it in practice ! When thou wilt be engaged in battle 
with Partha, I will hold the reins of thy steeds I Let thy anxiety be dispelled, 
O Suu’s son ! — * ’ 4 



SECTION XXXVI. 

1 "Durjodhoiu said,— ‘This one, O Kama, will act the driver, this ruler 
of the Madras, who is superior to Krishna, like Matali the driver of the 
chief of the celestials ! Indeed, as Matali toketh the management of the 
car unto which the steeds of Indra are attached, even bo will Calya 
be the driver of the steeds of thy car today I With thyself os warrior on 
that vehicle and the ruler of the Madras as its driver, that foremoit of 
cam will certainly vanquish the Parthas in bank 1— ' 

*San]aya continued,— 'When the morning came, O monarch, Duryodhana 
once more addressed the ruler of the Madras endued with great activity. 
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laying, — O ruler of the Madras, hold die reins, in battle, of Kama's foremost 
of steeds ! Protected by thee, the son of Radha will vanquish Dbananjaya ! 
—Thus addressed, Ca]>a, answering— So be it,— ascended the car, O 
Bh&r&ta 1 When Calya approached that car, Kama, with a cheerful heart, 
addressed his driver, saying,— 0 charioteer, quickly equip the car fur me 
— Having duly equipl that triumphal car, the foremost of ita kind, which 
resembled the vapory mansions in the aky, Calya presented it tu Kama, 
**ymg,— Blessed be thou, victory to thee ! — Then Kama,, that foremost 
of car-warriors, duly worshipping that car which had in days of old been 
sanctified by a priest conversant with Brahma, and circumambulating it and 
carefully adoring the god Surya, addressed the ruler uf the Madras stand- 
ing near, saying,— Ascend the vehicle !— Thereupon Calya of mighty energy 
ascended that large, invincible, and foremost of ears, belonging to Kama 
like a lion ascending a mountain summit. Beholding Calya stationed, Kama 
ascended his excellent car, like the Sun riding on a mass of clouds charged 
with lightning. Mounted on the same car, those two heroes endued with 
the splendour of the Sun or fire, looked resplendent like Surya and Agni 
siuing together on a cloud in the firmament ltulugisud then (by hards and 
panegyrists) those two hcrojfl of great cffulgonoa looked (ike lndra and 
Agni adored with hymns in a sacrifice by Ritwihi and SaJatyas. Kama 
stood on that car the reins of whose steeds were, held by Calay, stretch- 
ing bis formidable bow, like the Sun himself within a halo of circular 
light Stationed on that foremost of cars, that tiger among men, via, 
Kama, with his shafts constituting 1m rays, looked beautiful like the Sun 
on the M.indara mountains Unto tho mighty armed son uf Rsidlia, that 
warrior of immeasurably energy, stationed on his car for battle, Duryodhana 
said these words O son of Adhiratha, O hero, do thou achieve Out foul, 
difficult of accomplishment, which Diuna and Bhishma have not achieved, 
in the very sight of all the bowmen f I had always believed that those 
two mighty car-warrior*, viz., Bhishma and Oruna, would, without doubt 
slay Arjuna and Bhiiuasena in battle f Like a second wieldcr of tbo 
thunder -bolt, O son of Radha, do thou in greit battle achieve that feat 
worthy uf a hero which was not achieved by those two I Either seize king 
Yudhishthir* the Just or slay Dhananjaya and nhimasena, O son of Radha, 
and the twin sons o( Madri I Blessed be thou, let victory be thine I Set nut 
for battle, O tiger among men l Redoc- to ashes all the troops of I'andu’s 
son l— Then thousand* uf trumpets and lens of thousands uf drums, sounded 
together, produced a noise like that of tbo clouds in the welkin. Accepting 
those wurds (of Duryodhana), that foremost of car-warriors stationed un 
his car, vis., the son of Radha. addressed Calya, that warrior accomplished 
in battle, saying, — Urge the steed*, O ruighty-aruied one, so tint I may sly 
Dbananjaya and Bluiuascna and both the twins and king Yudb-skthira 1 0 
Calya, let Dbananjaya behold today the might of my arms, when I will 
be engaged in shooting shafts winged with Aanka fealliers, in hundreds and 
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thousand* ! To-day, O Cilya, 1 wil] shoot shaft* great energy for the destruc- 
tion uf the Pandavas and the victory of Puryodhana I— 

" ‘Cilya said,— 0 Sata's son, why dost thou think so low of the son* 
of Panda, all of whom are endued with great might, alt of wham are 
gTcat bowmen, and all of whom are acquainted with every weapon ? They 
are uuretreating. of great good fortune, infincible, and of Prowess incapable 
of being bafftdd ! They are capable uf inspiring feu in the heart of Indra 
himself I When, O son of Rilha, thou wilt heir the twang of Gandiva 
in battle, resembling the pci! of the thunder itself thou wilt not then utter 
such sjxjeches 1 When thou wilt behold Pharma's son and the twins caus- 
ing a canopy, like that of the clouds in the welkin, with their sharp arrows, 
and the other invincible kings (of the Panda va army), endued great 
lightness of hands and shooting (shower* of shaft*) and weakening their 
foes, then thou wilt trot utter such words 1—* 

“Sanjaya continued, — 4 Disregarding those word* spoken by the ruler 
of the Madras, Kama addressed him endued with great activity, saying, — 
Proceed I— * ” 



SECTION XXXVII. 

u *Sanjaya said, — "Beholding the mighty Kama hike up his station from 
desire of buttle, the Kauravas, filled with delight, uttered loud shout* from 
every side. With the best of cymbals and the sound of drums, with tins 
whirr of diverse kinds of arrows and the roars of combatant* endued with 
groat activity, all thy troops proceeded to battle, making death only the 
point at which to stop. When Kama set out and the warrior* of the 
Kuril army were filled with Joy, the Earth, O king, trembled and made 
a loud noise. The seven great planet 9 including the Sun teemed to proce- 
ed against one another (for combat'. Meteoric showers became noticeable 
and all the quarters seemed ablaze. Thunders fell from a cloudier* sky, 
and fierce wind* began to btow. Animal* and birds in large numbers 
kept thy army to their right, foreboding great calamities. After Kama 
had set out, his steeds tumbled down on the Earth. A frightful shower 
of bone* fell from the sky. The weapons (of the Kuru warriors) seemed 
to be abU/c ; their standards trembled ; and their animals, O monarch, 
abed copious tears. These and many other terrible and awful portents 
appeard for the destruction of the Kurus. Stupefied by Pestiny, none 
oi them rcganled those portents at alL Beholding the Suta’s son set out, 
all the rulers of men (in the Kaumva army) cried victory to him. The 
Kauravas regarded the Pandava* to have been already vanquished. That 
slayer of hostile heroes, that foremost of car-warriors, vix , Vaikartana, a 9 
he stayed on his car, recollecting the death of Bhtafttnut and Drona, biased 
up with splendour like the Sun or fire. Reflecting on the mighty feat* 
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of Pariha, and burning with sclf-conccit and pride, and bluing with 
wrath, and breathing long and hard, he addressed Calya and said these 
words When stationed on my car and armed with my bow, I would 
tot take fright at Jndra hi r.self armed with the thunder and excited 
with wrath I Beholding those great heroes headed by Bhishm* lying on the 
field of battle, I do not feel any anxiety ! Seeing even the faultless Bhifbma 
and Drona, equal unto Indra and Vishnu, those crusher* of foremo.t of 
cars and steeds and elephants, those heroes that were unpayable, 6lain 
by the foe, I do not still experience any fear in this battle l Acquainted 
with mighty weapons, and himself the foremost of Hr ah man as, why, indeed, 
did ncit the preceptor slay in battle all foes, seeing them destroy the 
mightiest of our kings with their drivers and elephanu and ears ? Remember- 
ing that Drona in great battle, 1 to 1 ! you truly, listen to me, yc Kurus 
there is nunc amongst you, save myself, that is competent to bear the advanc- 
ing Arjunu, that warrior who resembles Death himself in his fiercest 
form ! In Drona were the skill attendant on practice, and might, and 
bravery, and the highest uf weapons and policy. When even that high- 
aouled one had to succumb to Death, I regard all die others (of our army) 
strengt Ideas and on the point of death. In this world I do not find anyth- 
ing, even on reflection, to be stable, in consequence of the inevitable 
connection of acts. When the preceptor himself is dead, who then will indulge 
in the certain belief that he will live till oven today's sun-rise ? When 
the preceptor was thus slain by the enemy in battle, without doubt, weup ns, 
ordinary and celestial and might and prowess and achievements, and 
wise policy, arc not able to coiuixass the hairiness of, man I In energy 
Drona Was equal to fire or the Sun, in prowess he resembled Vishnu ur 
Purandara, in pulicy ho was equal to Vribaspati or Usanas ; irresistible as 
he was, weapons could not yet protect him I When (our) women and 
children arc weeping and utter mg loud wads, when the valour of the 
Dtartaraghtnu has been defeated, I know it, O Calya, that it is I who 
am to figl.L Proceed, therefore, against the army of our enemies 1 Who 
else, save mysdf, will be able to bear those troops amongst whom are 
stationed the royal son of Psndu firm in truth, and Bhimasena and Arjana, 
and Satyaki, and tire twins ? Therefore, O ruler of the Madras, proceed 
quickly, in this battle, towards the Pimchalas, the Pandavay, and the 
Sriniayas I Encountering them in battle either, 1 will slay them or go myself 
to Yama's presence by the |ulh taken by Druna ! Do not think, O Calya, 
that I will not go into the very midst of those heroes ! These intestine 
dissensions cannot be tolerated by me. (YVihout wteking to tolerate them) 
I will even follow in the wake of Drona !* Wise or ignorant, when his 



* Nilkantha explains this verse in a different wav. taking iff haw Cara- 
nan to refer to Bhisbma and others, instead of to Vudhishthira and others. 
The meaning, he suggests, is,— Do not think, O Calya, that l will not 
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lieriod is run out, everybody is equally regarded by the 1 >5stroyer ; no 
one can escape, O learned one, (or this, I will proceed against the Pari has, 
I am unable to transgress my destiny ! The son of VicbitravirJVs son is, 
O king, always engaged, an doing me good. For the accomplishment of 
his pur|K«es, I will cast away my life-1 irealhs that are su dear, and this 
body that is »:> difficult of being cast away ! This foremost of cars covered 
with tiger-skins, with aileproducing no sound, equip! with a golden seat, 
endued with frmmi made ot silver, and unto which are yoked lliexu foremost 
of steeds, Kama gave unto me 1 Behold, also, O Cilya, these beautiful hows, 
these standards, diese nucei, these shafts of 6eroc forms this bluing swords, 
this mighty weapon, this white conch of fierce ami loud blare. Riding 
upon this car decked with banners, its wheels producing a- rattle deep as 
that of the thunder, having white steeds yoked unto it, and adorned with 
exullent quivers, 1 will, putting forth my might, slay in battle that bull 
among car warriors, via, Arjuna * If Death himself, that universal consumer, 
were to protect with vigilance the son of i'andu in battle, 1 would still 
encuunter him in fight and either slay him or myself go to Yama’s jwesencc 
following Bhiahnu I If Yaaiu, Vanina, Kuvcm, and Vamvo, with all thoir 
followers, coming hither, unitedly protect the son uf Pandu in great battle, 
what need of many words, I will still vanquish hint *illi them ! — * 

“San jay* mnhnucd,-^* Hearing these words of the bragging Kama who 
was exceedingly delighted with the prospect of battle, the valiant king ot 
the Madras, deriding him, laughed aloud, and gave him the following 
reply for checking him. 

u 'Olya said, — Forbear, forbear, O Kama, (tom such brag ! Thou art 
in transports of delight and s-.yest what thou bhould*t never s.iy 1 Where 
is Dhananjaya, that furecnust of men, and where again, .ut thou, O lowest 
of men ! Who uhe, save Arjuna, could ravish the younger vistcr of (Kcsava) 
that foremost uf all (icrsons, having forcibly agitated the home of the 
Ytftdus that was protected by the younger brother of Indra and that resembl- 
ed heaven itself that is guarded by tlie chief of the celestials ? What 
man save Arjuna who is endued with prowess that is equal to the prowess uf 
the chief of the celestials, cuutd, on the occasion uf the dispute caused 
by the slaughter of un animal, summon Bhava, the Lord of Lords, the 
Creator of the world*, to battle ? For the sake of honoring Agm, Jay a 
had vanquished A sunn and gods and great snakes and men and liitds 
and ffwktis and Y< e|Mo* and jfakhitn nos with his shafts and gave unto 
that god the fosxl he had desired ! Dust thou remember, O Kama the 
occasion when, slaughtering those foes in large numbers with his excellent 
shafts endued with the effulgence of the Sun, Plulguru liberated Dhriu- 

have fco go into the ink: o Bhlshma md tl (i. t,l will have to 

he numbered amongst them) ; any injury, however, to my friend (Duryo- 
dhana) is what I will never suffer ; (i. e, I will fight to the best of my 
powers Lebt by doiug otherwise 1 injure Duryudluru's cause) ; See. &c.— T‘ 
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rasbtra's son himself among ihc Kurus ? Dost thou remember the occasion 
when, thyself having been the first to fly away, tbo quarrelsome !»ons 
of Dhritarasbtra were liberated by the Pandavas after the latter had defeated 
those rangers of the skies (via, the GamJAarOas beaded by Chitraratha) ? 
On tbe occasion also of the seizure of (Virata's) kine, the Kauravas, 
swelling with numbers in respect of both men and animals, and having 
the preceptor and the preceptor's son and Bhishma amongBt litem, were 
vanquished by that foremost of men ! Why, O, didst thou not vanquish 
Arjuna then ? For thy destruction another excellent battle lias now 
presented itself ! If thou dost not fly away from fear of thy enemy, know 
O Suta's son, that as soon as thou goes* to battle thou wilt be slain !— ' 

"Sanjaya continued,— ’When the ruler of the Madras was most heartily 
engaged in addressing these harsh speeches to Kama and uttering tlkese 
praises of the latter's foe, that scorcher of foes, viz., the commander of 
the Kuru army, excited with rage, sa d them words unto the Maria king 

u ‘Kama said, — Let it be so, let it be so ! Why, however, dost thou 
indulge in Arjuna's praises ? A battle is about to ensue between myself 
and him. If he vanquishes roc in fight, then will these thy praises be 
regarded as well-uttered I — 1 

"Sanjaya continued,— The ruler of the Madras said,— Let it be so- 
und gave no reply. When Kama, from desire of fight, addressed Calya, 
a»y mg,— Proceed then that great car-warrior, having white steeds yoked 

unto his vehicle and owning Calya to his charioteer, proceeded against 
his foes, slaying large numbers in battle along his way, like the Sun 
destroying the darkness. Indeed, on that car covered with tigoi-skins and 
having white steeds yoked unto it, Kama proceeded with a cheerful 
heart, and beholding the array of the Pandavas, speedily enquired after 
Dhananjaya.' " 



SECTION XXXVIII, 

"Sanjaya said,— 'After Kami, gladdening thy army, had set out for battle, 
he spoke unto every Pandiva soldier that he met with, even these words : 
— Unto him that will today point out the bigh-eould Dlunanjsya of 
white steeds to me, I will give whatever wealth he dcairex If having got 
it he does not become satisfied, I shall, in addition, gave him, — him that is, 
that win discover Arjuna to me,— a cart-load of jewels and gems ! If that 
does not satisfy the person who discovers Arjuna to me, I will give him 
a century of kine with as many vessels of brass for milking those animals. 
I will give a hundred foremost of villages unto the person that discovers 
Arjuna to me. I will also give him that shows Arjuna to me a number 
of long-trcssed damsels of black eyes and a car unto which shall be yoked 
wiute mules. If that docs not mttsfy tbc person that discovers Arjuna 
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to me, I shall give him another foremost of cars, made of gold, and having 
six bulls yoked unto it that shall be as large as elephants * I shall also 
give unto him a hundred damsels decked with ornaments, with collars nf gold, 
fair-cnniplexioned,t and accomplished in singing and dancing. If that does 
not satisfy the person that discovers Arjuna to me, I shall give him a 
hundred elephants, a hundred villages, and a hundred cars, und ten thousand 
steeds of the foremost of breed. Cat, docile, endued with many excellent 
cpul hies, capable of dragging cars, and well-trained. I shall ai*n give to 
the person Out discovers Arjuna to me four hundred kine, each with 
golden liorns and her calf ! If that does not satisfy the person that 
discovers Arjuna to me, I shall make him a more valuable gift, vis., five 
hundred steeds, adorned with trappings of gold mid decked with jewelled 
arn&iuentB* 1 shall also give eighteen other steeds of great docility. I 
shall also give the person that discovert Arjuna to me a bright car made 
of gold and adorned with diverse ornuraents and having foremost of 
Kamvoja steeds yoked unto it It shat does not satisfy the person that 
discovers Arjuna to me, 1 snail mike him a more valuable gift, viz, six 
hundred elephant?, with chains of gold umuod their nocks, and covered 
with housings of gold, born in the western shores of the ocean, J and 
trained by clephantHrainers, If that does not satisfy the person that 
discovers Arjuna to me, I shall make him a more valuable gift, viz, fourteen 
V.usya villages, teeming with people, full of wealth situated in the proximity 
of forests and riven, free from all torts u( dinger, well furnished (with 
other necessaries), ami worthy of being enjoyed by kings. To him that 
will discover Dhananjayi to mu I shall also give a hunred female slaves, 
with golden collars, belonging to the country of the Magadhas, and of very 
)OUthful age. If that does not satisfy the person that discover* Arjuna to me, I 
will make him n more valuable gift, — that, indeed, which he himself will solicit. 
Sons, wives and articles of pleasure and enjoyment, that I have,— these all,— I 
shall give him if he desires them J Indeed, unto him who disrovors 
Kcsava and Arjuna to me, 1 shall, after shying those two, give all the 
wealth that may l be left by them S— Having uttered these diverse speeches, 
in that battle, Kama blew his excellent conch, sea-horn and producing a 
sweet blare* Hearing these words of the Sum's son that were suitable to 
his disposition, Duryodliana, O King, with all Ins followers, became filled with 



• Or, it may moan, “that shall hare six elephants attached to it and 
acting as its bulls.” — T. 

t The word C/ama, ar applied to a damsel, means one whose skin is 
warm in winter and cold in summer, and whose complexion bright as 
heated gold — T. 

J I think une can tr^cc a reference to Africa in this expression. The 
original is aparanUiku, i.e., on the other end ; very prohabably, it means, as 
1 have put it, the oilier shore of the ocean.— T. 
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joy. At tlut juncture the beat of cymbals, and drums and leonine shouts, and 
grunts of elephants, with the sounds of diverse musical instruments, arose there, 
O king, among the (Kaurava) troops, O bull among men, The shouts also 
of warriurs filled with joy arose there. When die (Kaurava) troops were 
thus filled with Juy, the ruler of the Madras, laughing in scorn, said these 
words unto that grinder of foes, via., the son of Kadhu, Hut mighty cir- 
wanior who was about to p!unge into that ocean of battle and who was 
indulging in such vain brag.* t 



SECTION XXXIX. 

11 "Calya said, — Do not, O Suta's son, give away to any man a golden 
car with six bulls of elephantine proportions f Thou wilt obtain a sight of 
Dlunanjtya today ! Front foolishness thou art giving away wealth as if 
tl>ou wurt the I/ard of treasures 1 Without any trouble, however, O son 
of Radho, thou wilt behold Dhannnjaya today I Thou art for giving away 
this wealth like a tenscIcH person ; hut thou seest not the demerits 
attaching to those gifts that are nude to undeserving persons ! With that 
Urge wealth which thou art desirous of giving away, thou art certainly 
able to perform many sacrifices. Therefore, O Suta's son, do thou perform 
those sacrifices I As regards thy desire, entertained from fully, that is 
surely vain ! We have never hoard of a couple of lions having been 
overthrown by a fox ! Thou seckest what should never be sought by tiicc I 
It seem* tb.it thou taut no friends for forbidding thee that art Cor 
speedily falling into a blazing fire 1 Thou art unable to discriminate 
between what thou shouldst do and wliat thou shouldst not l Without 
doubt, thy period is full ! What man desirous of living would utter 
speeches that arc so incoherent and undeserving of being listened to ? 
This thy endeavour is like that of a person desirous of crossing the ocean 
by the aid of only his two arms after having attached to his neck a 
heavy stone, or of one desirous of leaping down from the summit of a 
mountain ! If thou art desirous of winning what is for thy good, fight 
with Dhaiunjaya, well protected from within thy arrayed division, and 
aided by all thy warriors I I say this to tiicc for the good of Dhritarashtra’s 
son and not from any ill will to dice I If thou hast any wish for preserving 
thy life, then accept the words spoken by me I — 1 * 

“ 'Kama slid, — Relying nn the might of my own anus 1 seek Arjuiw 
in battle. Thou, however, that art. a foe with the tacc of a friend, desires' 
to frighten me f No person shall deter me from this resolution, not even 
Indra himself uplifting his thunder, wliat then need be said of a mortal I— 4 
“Sanjsy* continued,— *At the conclusion of these words of Kama, 
Calya, the ruler of the Madras, desirous provoking Kama exceedingly, 
*3 
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said these words in reply.— When keen pointed shafts winged with JCanta 
feathers, shot by Phalguna of mighty arras and impelled from his bowstr- 
ing and sped with all his energy, will seek thee then wilt thou lament thy 
encounter with that hero ! When Partha, called also Savyasachin, taking 
up his celestial Ikiw, will scorch the (Kuru) army and afllict thee exceed- 
ingly with keen shafts, then, O Suta’s son, wilt thou repent (of thy folly) 1 
As a child lying on the lap of its mother seeks to seize the Moon, even 
so dost thou, from folly, 6cek to vanquish the resplendent Arjuna stationed 
on his car ! In desiring, O Karol, to fight today with Arjuna of keen- 
edged feats,* thou art for rubbing all thy limhs against the keen-edges 
of a trident. This thy challenge of Arjuna, 0 Suta's non, is liko that of 
a foolish young little deer of activity challenging a huge lion excited with 
wrath I 1X> not, O Suta’s son, challenge that prince of mighty energy liko 
a fox gratified with meat in the forest challenging the maned monarch of 
the forest I I>o not bo destroyed, encountering Arjuna I Thou, O Kama, 
challcngest Dhananjaya the son of Pritha even like a hare challenging a 
mighty elephant with tuiks large as plough-shafts, arid with the jnic* issu. 
ing out of its mouth and rent checks 1 Prom folly tlinu art piercing with 
a piece of wood the black cobra of virulent poison excited tu fury within 
its bote, in desiring to fight with Partha 1 Endued with little understand- 
ing, thou, O Kama, disregarding that lion among men, viz, the aon d 
Pandu, yollcst at him. liko a jtckal that, disregarding a maned lion 
excited with wrath, yclb at him I As a snake, for its own destruction, 
challenges that foremost of birds, vis, Vinata’s son possessed of beautiful 
plumage and great activity, even so dost tltou, O Kama, challenge Dhananjaya 
the son of Panda ! Thou dcsirest to cross without a raft the terrible ocean, 
the receptacle of all the waters, with its mountain waves and teeming with 
acquatic animals, when at its height at tlae ri* of the Moon I O 
Kama, thou challenges* Dhananjaya the son of Pntha to battle even 
like a calf caHenging a smiting bull of keen horns and neck thick as a drum I 
like a frog croaking at a terrible and mighty cloud yielding copious showers 
of rain, thou croakest at Arjuna who is even like Parjanya\ among 
men I* As a dog from within the jweclnct* of the house of his master 
harks at a forest-roaming tiger, even so, O Kama, thou barkest at Dhananjtya. 
that tiger among men ! A jackal, O Kama, residing in the forest in the midst 
of hares, regarded! himself a lion till a lion he actually secs! Even so, O 
son of Radha, thou regardest thyself a lion for thou dost not behold that 
represser of foes, that tiger among men, viz , Dhananjaya I Thou regardest 
thyself a lion till thou beholdsst the two Krishnaa stationed on the same 
car like Sarya and Cbandramat. As long as thou dost not hear die 



♦ I translate the expression literally, — T. 
t Fetrjanya is die deity of the clouds. — T. 
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twang of GanJiva in great battle, w> long art thou able to do wbat thon 
please st l Beholding Partha causing the ten points of the compass to 
resound with the roar of hit car and the twang of his bow, and beholding 
him roaring like a tiger, tboii wilt became a jackal ! Thou art always 
a jackal, and Dhananjaya always a lion ! O fool, in consequence of thy 
envy and hatred for heroes, thou always seemeat to be like a jackal ! As 
a mouse and a cat are to each other in strength, or a dog and a tiger, or 
a fox and a lion, or a hare and an elephant, as falsehood and truth, as 
poison and nectar, even so art thou and Partha known to all by your 
respective deeds !' n 



SKCTION XL 

"Sanjaya said,— ‘Thus rebuked by Calya of immeasurable energy, the 
son of Rad bn, feeling the (wopriety of his rehuker’s name in consequence 
of his wordy darts, and becoming filled with rage, answered him 
thus/ 4 

" 'Kama wid,— ' The merits of meritorious men, O Calya, arc known 
to them that arc themselves meritorious but not to them that are destitute 
of merit Thou, however, art destitute of every merit. How then canal 
thou judge of merit and demerit ? The mighty weapons of Arjuna, his 
wrath, his energy, his bow, his shafts, and the prowess also of that high* 
soulcd hero arc, O, Calya, well known to me I So also, O Calya, thou dost not 
know so well as f myself, the greatness of Krishna, that bull among the lords of 
Earth ! But, knowing my own energy as also the energy of Paadu*s son, 1 
challenge him to battle, O Calya ! 1 do not act like an insect in respect of a 

blazing fire ! I have this shaft, O Calya, of keen mouth, blood -drinking, 

lying alone within one quiver, cquipt with winps, well-stee|>ed in oil and 
well adorned. It lieth amid sondal dust, worshipped by me for long 
years Partaking of the nature and form of a snake, it is poisonous and 
fierce and capable of killing large numbers of men and steeds and elephants. 
Of terrible form and exceedingly awful, it is capable of piercing coats of 
mail and bones. Inspired with wrath, I may pierce even tho mighty 

mountains of Mem with it 1 That shaft 1 will never shoo; at any other 
person save Phalguna or Krishna the son of Dcvuki. In this I tell thee 
the truth 1 Listen to it t With that shaft, O Calya, I will, inspired with 
rage, fight with Vasudeva and Dhananjaya I That would be a feat worthy 
of me ! Of all tbe heroes in the Vrishni race, it is Krishna in whom 

Prosperity is always established. Among all the sons of Patidu, it is Partha 

in whom Victory is always established. Those two tigers among men, 
stationed together on the same car, will advance against my single self for 

4 An allusion to the word Calya , which means a dart.— T. 
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battle ! Tbou shall, O Calya, behold today ibe nobility of ray lineage ! 
Those two cousins, one of whom is tbc son of thu aunt and the other 
the son of the maternal uncle,* those two invincible warriors, thou sbalt 
see, will be slain by me (with one shaft) and will look like two pearls strung 
together in the sirae string. Arj ana's Gandina and the apc-bcaring 
banner, anil Krishna's discos and the Garuda-bcaring banner, inspire only 
those that are timid with fear, Tfw> me, however, O Calya, they are 
causes of delight I Tbou art a fool, of evil disposition, and unskilled in 
the ways of great battle ! Overcome with terror, tbou uttcrcst these ravings I 
Or, thou art praising them for some reason not known to me I Hav- 
ing slain those two first, 1 shall then slay thee today with all thy kinsmen I 
Born in a sinful country tbou art wicked sou led, and mean, and a wretch 
amongst Kriutriyas I Being a friend, why dost thou, like an enemy, frighten 
me with (these praises of) tbc two Krishnas > ICithcr they two will slay me 
today or I will slay them two, Knowing as 1 do my own might, I do not 
cherish any fear of tbc two Krishnas I A thousand Vaiudeni and hundreds 
of Phalgunas, I shall, single-handed, slay I Hold thy tongue, 0 thou that 
art bom in a sinful country ! Hear Irons me, O Calya, the sayings, 
already passed into proverbs, that men, young and old, and women, and 
persons arrived in course of their tiit'cas wanderings, generally utter as 
if those sayings, formed part of their studies, about the wicked Madrakos I 
Brahmanas also duly narrated the same things formerly in the courts of 
kings. Listening to those sayings attentively, O fool, thou mayst forgive 
or rejoin I— {The Madraka is always a hater of friends. He that hateth us 
is a Madraka. There is no friendship in the Madraka who is mean in 
speech and is the lowest of mankind. The Madraka is always a i«rson 
of wicked soul, is always untruthful and crooked. It hath been beard 
by us that till the moment of death, the Madraka* are wicked. (Amongst 
the Madrakas) the sire, the son, the mother, the mother in law, the father- 
in-law, the maternal uncle, the son-in-law, daughtcr-iu-law tlie brother, the grand- 
son, anti other kinsmen, companions, strangers arrived at their homes, 
slaves male and female, mingle together. The women of the Madrakas 
mingle, at their own will, with men known and unknown. Of unrighteous 
conduct, and subsisting upon fried and powdered corn and fish, in their 
Humes they laugh and cry, having drunk spirits and eaten beef. They 
sing incoherent songs and mingle lustfully with one another, indulging 
the while in the freest speeches. How then can virtue have a place amongst 
the Madraka* who are arrogant and notorious for all kinds of evil acts ? 
No one should make friends with a Madraka or provoke hostilities with 
him. In the Madraka there is no friendship. The Madraka is always 
the dirt of humanity. Amongst the Mtdrakas all acts of friendship arc 
lost a a purity amongst the Gandbarakas and the libations poured in a 



♦ Kudu and Vasudtva were sister and brother.— T. 
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sacrifice in which the kin# it himself the wcrificcr and priest I] Then 
again, it is truly seen that wise men treat a person bit by a scorpion and 
affected by its poison , even with these word* :{ As a ISrahmana that assists 
at llM! religious ceremonies of a Cudra suilereth degradation, as one that 
luteth llmhiuauas always suffered! degradation, even so a person by making 
an alliance with the Madraka* bernmeth Lllcri ! As tltere is no friendship 
in tin* Madraka, so, O scorpion, thy poison is nought ! With these maifrat 
of the Atkaroan I have duly |H!rformed the rite of exorcism l) Knowing 
this, O learned one, hold thy tongue* oc listen to something further that 
I will say I Those women that, intoxicated by stums, cast off their robes 
and dance, — tliose women that are not attached (to |xirlicular individuals) 
in tiic nutter of intercourse and tlut du as they please without owning 
any restrictions. I say, that Ixiing as thou art the child of one «>( those 
women, how const thou, O Madraka, be a fit person for declaring the 
duties of men ? Those women tlut live ami answer calls of nature like 
camels and awes, being ns thou art the child of one of tlxnc sinful 
and slumcless creatures, how cans! thou wish to declare the duties of 
men ? When a Madraka woman is solicited for the gift of a little quantity 
of vinegar, she scratches her hips and without being desirous of giving it, 
says these cruel words, — flail no man ask any vinegar of me that is so 
dear to me I I would give him my son, I would give him my husband, 
but vinegar I would not give 1]— ’ The young Madraka maidens, we hear, 
are generally very shameless and hairy and gluttonous and impure 1 
These and many other things of a like nature, in respect of all their acts, 
from the c/own of llitit heads to die tip of their toes, arc capable of being 
asserted of them by myself and others 1 How, indeed, would the Madrakas 
and the Sindhu Sauviraa know anything of duty, being bom, as they arc, 
in a sinful country, being fw/rtv&if in their (wactices, and being totally 
regardfess of all duties ? It hath been heard by us that even this is the 
highest duty of a Kshatriya, via,, that slam in buttle, lie should lie down 
on the Earth, applauded by the righteous. That I should lay down (my 
life) in this clash of arm* is my foremost wish, desirous as I am of heaven 
through Death ! 1 am also the dear friend of the intelligent won of 
l>hritaiashtr4 ! For his sake, are my life-breaths and whatever wealth I 
have I As regards thyself, O thou that art born in a sinful country, it is 
evident that thou hast been tam | wired with by the Panda vas, since thou 
hehavest towards us in every thing like a foe ! Like a righteous man that 
is incapable of being led astray by atheists, surely. I am incapable of 
being dissuaded from this battle by hundreds of perrons like thee ! Like 
a deer, covered with sweat, thou art at liberty to weep or thirst l Observent 
as 1 am of the duties of a Kilutriya. I am incapable of being frightened by 
thee I I recall to my mind the end, declared unto me in past times by 
my preceptor Rviu, of those lions among men, those unicturning heroes, 
tlut laid down their lives in battle 1 Prepared for rescuing the Kauravas 
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and a faying our foes, know that I am now determined to imitate the 
excellent bclkftviuur of Pnruravas 1 I do not, O ruler of the Madrakas, beheld 
the person in the Uinse worlds that can, I think, dissuade me from this 
purpose ! Forbear to speak, knowing all this ! Why dust thou rave in inch 
a way from fear ? O wretch amongst the Madrakaa, I shall not now slay 
thee and present thy cucase as an offering to carnivorous creatures 
From regard for friend, O Cilya, for the sake erf Dhritaraslitra's son, and 
for avoiding blame, — fur these three reasons, — thou still lives! 1 If, O ruleT 
of the Madras, thou speakest such words again. I shall then crush thy 
head with my mace that is as hard as the thunder I People will today 
see or hear, O thou that art born in a sinful country, cither that the 
two Krishna* have slain Kama ur that Kama has slain the two Krishna* I — 
Having said these words, the son of RudliA, O monarch, once more 
addressed the king erf the Madras, fearlessly saying,— Proceed, Proceed I—" 



SECTION XU. 

“Sanjiya said,— “Hearing, O siro, those word? of Radht’s son who 
delighted in battle Cilya once more addressed Kama, citing an example.— 
1 am bom in the ucc of men who performed great sacrifices, who never 
retreated from battle, who were kings whose coronal locks underwent the 
sacred hath ! I am also myself devoted to the jrfACtioc of virtue ! Thou, 
() Vrisba, aecmest to he like une that is intoxicated with spirits ! For 
all that, 1 will, from friendship, seek to cure thy erring and intoxi- 
cated self. Listen, O Kama, to this simile of a crow tlut 1 im about 
to narrate I Hating heard it, thou myst do what thou choosest, O thou 
tlut art destitute of intelligence and tlut art a wretch erf thy race 1 I 

do not, O Kama, remember the slightest fault in me for which, O thou 

of mighty arms thou roayst desire to stay my innocent self ! I must 
tell thee what is for thy good and wh.it for thy ill, acquainted as I am 
with both, especially as I am the driver of thy car and desirous of the 
good of king Duryodhana ! What land is level and what not, the strength 
or weakness of the warrior (on my vehicle), the fatigue and faintness, at 
all times, of the steeds aod the warrior (I am driving), a knowledge erf 
the weapon? that arc available, the cries of animals and birds, what would 
be heavy for the steeds and what exceedingly heavy for them, ilie extrac- 
tion of arrows and the curing of wounds, which weapons counteract 
which, the several methods of battle, and all kinds of omens and indi- 
cations, — I who am an nearly connected with tliis car, being none else 
than its driver, should be familiar with ! For this, O Kama, I narrate 

this instance to thee once more ! Tnere lived on the other side erf the 

ocean a Vaicya who had abundance of wealth and corn. He perfurmod 
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sacrifices, -made liberal gifts, was peaceful, devoted to the duties of liis 
own order, and pure in habits and mind He had many sans whom he 
loved, and was kind unto all creatures. He lived fearlessly in the domi- 
nions of a king tint was girded by virtue. There was a crow that lived 
on the refuse of the dishes s«t before those well-behaved young children 
of the Vatcya. Those Vaicya children always gave the crow meat and 
curds, and milk, and sugared milk with rice, and honey, and butter. 
Thus fed with the refuse of their dishes by the young children of that 
Vaicya, the crow became arrogant and came to disregard all birds that 
were ©'pal to him or even superior. It chanced that on a lime certain 
swans of cheerful hearts, of great speed and capable of going everywh ere 
at will and equal unto Garuda himself in range and speed of flight, came 
to that side of the ocean. The Vaicya boys, beholding those swans, 
addressed the crow and said — fO ranger of the skies, thou art superior 
to all winged creatures ’(—Deceived by those children of little under- 
standing, that oviparous creature, from folly and j>ridc, regarded their 
words to he true. Proud of the refuse of the children's d idles upon 
which he fed, the crow then, alighting in the midst of those swans 
capable of traversing great distances, desired to enquire as to who amongst 
them was their leader. The foolish crow at last challenged him amongst 
those birds of tireless wings whom he regarded their leader, saying* — 
I Let us compete in flight !]— Hearing those words of the raving crow, 
the swans that bad been assembled there, those fore moat of birds endued 
with great strength, began to laugh. The swans then, that were capable 
of going everywhere at will, addressed the crow, saying, — [Wc arc swans, 
having our abode in the Manaus lake. Wo traverse the whole Earth, 
and amongst winged creaturrd we arc always applauded for the length of 
the distances wc traverse ! Being, as thou art, only a crow, how canst 
thou, O fool, challenge a swan endued with might, capable of going 
everywhere at will, and doing large distances in course of his flight ? 
Tell us, O crow, how thou shalt fly with us I]— The boastful crow, in 
consequence of the foolishness of his species repeatedly finding fault 
with live words of that swan, at list gave this answer. — The crow said. — 
[I shall, without doubt, fly, displaying « hundred and one different kinds 
of motion ! Doing every hundred Ytjanas in a separate and beautiful 
kind of motion, l shall display all those motions 1 Rising up, and swoop- 
ing down, and whirling around, and coursing straight, and proceeding 
gently, and advancing steadily, and performing the diverse courses up 
and down in a slanting direction, and floating still, and wheeling around 
and receding bark, and soaring high, and darting forward, and soaring 
upwards with fiercer velocity, and unce more proceeding gently and then 
proceeding with great impetuosity,* and once again swooping diwn and 

4 The second line of 17 I read as it is in the Bombay edition.— T. 
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whirling around, and advancing steadily, and rising up and up.by jerks, 
and soaring straight, and once more falling d >vn, and wheeling in a 
circle, and rushing proudly, and diverse oilier kinds of motion, • — UtesG 
all 1 shall display in the sight of all you 1 Ye shall then witness my 
strength ! With one of these different kinds of motion I shall presently 
rise into the sky. Point out duly, yc swans, by which of these motions 
I shall course through space. Settling the kind of motion amongst your- 
selves, you will have to course with me. Adopting all those dilferent 
motions, ye sluJl have to course with me through support leas space !}— 
The crow having said these words, one of the swans addressed him. 
Listen, O son of Radha, to the words that the swan said. The swan 
spoke,— [Thou, O crow, wilt doubtless fly the hundred ami one different 
kinds of flight ! I shall, however, fly in that one kind of motion that 
all (other) birds know, fur I do not, O now, know any other 1 As regards 
thee, O thou of red eyes, fly thou in any kind of course that thou 
likest 1— At these words, those crows that had been assembled there 
laughed aloud, Faying,— (IJow will the swan be only one kind of flight 
get the iietter of a hundred different kind* of flight ?]— 

° — Then those two, viz., the swan arid die crow, rose into the sky, 
challenging each other. Capable of going everywhere at will, the swan 
proceeded in one kind uf motion, while the crow coursed in a hundred 
different kinds And the swan dew and the crow also iLw, causing each 
oilier to wonder {at his skill) and each speaking highly of his own 
achievements. Beholding the divers: kinds of flight at successive instants 
of time, the crows that were there were filled with great ]yg and began 
to caw more It Udly. The swans also laughed in mockery, uttering many 
remarks disagreeable (to llic crows). Ami they begin to soar and alight 
repeatedly, here and there. And they began to come djwn and rise up 
from trce lopi and the surface of the earth. And they uttered diverse 
cries indicative of their victory. The swan, howuver. with that one kind 
of slow motion (with which he was familiar) began to traverse the skies. 
For a mument, therefore, O sire, lie seemed to yield to the crow. The 
crows, at this, disregarding the swans, said these words [That swan 
amongst ynu winch has soared into the sky, is evidently yielding !}— 
Hearing these words, the (soaring) swan flew westwards with great velo- 
city to llie ocean, that aliode of Afakaras Then fear entered the heart 
of the crow wlm became almost sen id css at not seeing any island or trees 
whereon to perch when tired. And the crow thought within bis lieart as 
to where he should alight when tired, upon that vast expanse of water. 

* 1 do not render the Ust few kinds of motion as tliese are not very 
intelligible- Nilakantha appends a learned note, explaining all the different 
kinds of motion mentioned here. Many of his meanings, however, are fanciful 
if not unintelligible.— T. 
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The ocean, being as it is the abode of counties* creatures, is irresistible. 
Dwelt in by hundreds of monster*, it is grander than space. Nothing 
can exceed il iu depth, O Suta's son ! Men know, O Kara*, that the 
waters of the ocean are as limitless as 'space. For -the extent of its water*, 
O Kama, what is a crow in it ? The swan, haring traversed a great dis- 
tance in a moment, looked back at the crow, and (though capable) could 
not leave him behind. Having transgressed the crow, the swan cast his 
eye* on him and waited, thinking, — (Let the crow come up. J— The crow 
then, exceedingly tired, came up to the swan, beholding him succumbing, 
and about to sink, and desirous of rescuing him in remembrance of the 
practices of good fo1k% the swan addressed him in these word* 1— [Thou 
luidst repeatedly spoken of many kinds of flight while speaking on the 
subject I Thou wouldst not speak of this (ihy present motion) because of 
its having been a mystery to u*? What is the name of this kinds uf 
flight, O crow, that thou hast now ado|*cd ? Thou touches! the voters 
with thy wings and beak repeatedly. Which amongst those diverse kinds 
of flight is this, O crow, that thou art now |»cactising ? Come, come, 
i|uickly, O crow, for I am waiting for thee J)— 

"Cilya continued,— Exceedingly afflicted, and touching the water with his 
wings and beak, O thou of wicked soul, the crow, beheld in that state by the 
swan, addresicd the latter. Indeed, not seeing the limit of that watery expanse, 
and sinking down in fatigue, and exhausted with the effort of his flight, the 
crow said unto the swan, — [We arc crows wc wamld hither and thither, crying 
— asp, « aw 1—0 swan, I seek thy iwoteetioo, placing my life-breaths at thy 
lands I Oh, take me to Use shores of tire ocean with Ins wings and beak, the 
crow, very much fatigued, suddenly fell down. Beholding him fallen upon 
the waters of the ocean with a melancholy heart, the swan, addressing the crow 
who was on the point of death, said these words.— [Remember, O crow, what 
thou hadst said in praise of thyself ! Thy words even were that thou would* 
course through the sky in a hundred anil one diUcrcnt kinds of flight. Thou, 
therefore, that wou'dst fly a hundred different kinds uf flight, thou that art 
superior to me, alas why then art tliou tired and fallen down on the ocean ?] — 
Overcome with weakness the crow then, casting his eyes upward* at the swan, 
and socking to gratify him, replied, saying,— [Proud of the remains ol other* 1 
dishes upon which I fed, 1 had, O swan, regarded myself a* the equal of Garuda 
a nd had disregarded all crows and many other birds I I now, however, seek 
thy protection and place my life- breaths at thy hands ! Oh, take me to ll*c 
shores of some island l If, O swan, l can, O lord, return in safety to my own 
country. 1 will never a*ain disregard anybody ! Oh, rescue tnc now from this 
c dimity I]— Him that said so and vai so melancholy and weeping and depriv- 
ed of his senses, him that was sinking in the ocean, uttering cries of «w, Aw, 
him so drenched by the water and so disgusting to look at and trembling with 
fear, the swan, without a word, took up with his feet and slowly caused to ride 
on his back. Having caused the crow whose senses hod deiertod him to ride 
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upon his back, the swan quickly returned to that island whence thy had both 
flown, challenging each other. Placing down that ranger of the sky on dry 
land and comforting hint, dw; swan, fleet as the mind, preceded to the region 
he desired. Thus was that crow, fed on the remains of others' dinners, vanqu- 
ished by the swan. The crow, then, casting off the pride of might ard energy, 
adopted a life of peace and quiet Indeed, even as that crow, fed upon lire 
remains uf the dinners of the Vatcya children, disregarded his equals and 
superiors, so dust thou, O Kama, that art fed by the sons of Dhritanuiitra upon 
tha remains of their dishes, disregard all thy equals and superiors ! Why didst 
thou not slay PaTtha at Virata's city when thou hadst the advantage of being 
protected by Drona and Prona’s son and Kripa and Bhishma and die other 
Kauravas ? There where, like a pack of jackals defeated by a lion, ye all 
were defeated with great slaughter by the diadem decked Arjuna, what became 
i>f your prowess ? Beholding alw thy brother slain by SavyatacNn, in the 
very sight of the Kuru heroes, it was thou that didst fly away first ! By the 
skirts also of the Dwaifa l ike, O Kama, when thou wert assailed by tins 
Garndtarvar, it was thou that, deserting all the Kurus, didst first run away 1 
Hiving vanquished in battle the GmrtJ/mrms beaded by Chitrasena, with great 
slaughter, it was Partita, O Kama, that liberated Duryodhana with his wife ! 
Rama himself. 0 Kama, before the Kings in the (Kuru) assembly, spake of tho 
former jwowess of both Partha and Kccava. Thou didst frequently here the 
wordB of Drona and Bhishma, speaking in the presence of all the kings, that 
the two Krishna* are unstable. I have told thee a little only regarding those 
nutter* in which Dlumanyaya is superior to thcc like the Brahmans who is 
superior to all mated beings ! Soon wilt thuu see, stationed on that foremost 
of curs, the son of Vasudeva and the son of Kunii and I'andu. As the crow 
(in the story), acting with intelligence, had sought the protection of the swan, 
so do thou seek the protection of him of Vrishni's race, and of Pandu's son 
Dhananjaya ! When thou shalt in battle behold Vasudeva and Dhananjaya, 
those two endued with greit pro we*?, stationed together on the same car, thou 
shalt not then, O Kama, utter such speeches ! When Partha will, with 
hundreds of arrows, quell thy pride, then wilt thou behold the difference 
between thyself and Dhananjaya ! Those tw.i best of persons are celebreled 
among the gods, tlie A sums and human beings ! Thou that art a fire fly, do 
not, from folly, think disrespectfully of those two resplendent luminaries I 
Dike the Sun and the moon, Kecava and Arjuna are celebrated for their 
resplendence. Thou, however, art like a fire fly among men 1 O learned 
one, O son of a Sufa, do not think disrespectfully of Achyuta and Arjuna I 
Those two high souled persons arc tons among men ! Forbear indulging in 
such boasts ! — " 
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SECTION XLII. 

“Sayjaya laid, — '‘The high-soulcd son of Adbiratha, having listened uncon- 
vinced to these words of the ruler of the Madras, addressed Calya, saying, — 
Thtf which Vaaudeva and Arjuna are is well-known to me 1 The skill of 
Caurin in the management of cars, and the might and the high weapons of 
Arjuna tbe son of Panda, arc well-known to me at this hour. Thou, however, 
0 Calya, hast no occular proof of those matters ! I shall fearlessly fight 
with the two Kristinas, those two foremost of all wicldcrs of weapons. The 
curse, however, of Rama, that best of regenerate persons, pajnelh me greatly 
to-day % I dwelt, in Use disguise of a Brahmana with Rama in former days, 
desirous of obtaining celestial weapons from him. On that occasion, O Calya, the 
chief of the gods wishing to benefit Phalguna, caused an obstacle, by approa- 
ching my thigh and piercing it, having assumed the dire form of a worm ! 
When my preceptor slept having laid his l>ead thereon, lh.nl worm, approach- 
ing my thigh, began to pierce it through. In consequence of the piercing of 
my thifts.Ii. a pool of thick blood flowed from my body. For fear of (disturbing 
the slumber of) my preceptor I did not move my limb. Awaking, the Brail* 
mana, however, beheld what bad taken place. Witnessing my patience, he 
addressed me. dying.— {Thou art nevsr IUahraan* ! Tell me truly who thou 
art !] 1 then, O Calya, truly informed him of ruyself, saying that I was a 
Su/a. Hearing my words, the great ascetic, his heart filled with rage, cursed me, 
saying.— [In consequence of the deception, 0 Suta, by which thou lust 
obtained this weapon, it will never, at the time of need, when the hour 
of thy death comes, occur to thy memory ! brahma cannot certainly 
reside in one that is not a Brahmana !] — I have forgotten that great 
wea(Kin in this fierce and terrible battle ! He amongst the Bbaratas, O 
Calya, who is accomplished, who is an effectual srniter, who is a universal 
destroyer, and who is exceedingly terrible, (viz., Arjuna),— that mighty 
crusher,— I think, will bum many foremost of Kabatriyas. Know, how 
ever, O Calya that I will iUy in battle that ficTcc bowman, that foremost 
of warriors, that hero endue i with activity, that terrible person whose 
energy is unbearable, that warrior whose promises are accomplished that 
son of Pandu, via., Dhananjaya ! I have that weapon (at least) under 
my control to-day with which I will be able to destroy large numbers 
of foes 1 I will slay in battle that scorcher of enemies that mighty 
warrior accomplished in weapons, that ficTcc Iwwman of immeasurable 
energy, that cruel and terrible hero, that great resister of enemies, viz., 
Dbananjaya 1 The immeasurable Ocean, that lord of all waters, rusheth 
with fierce impetuosity for overwhelming innumerable creatures. The conti- 
nents, however, Isold and check him. To-day, in this world, I will resist 
in fight the son of Kunti, that foremost of all drawers of the bowstring 
while he will be engaged in ceaselessly shooting his countless shafts equipt 
with goodly wings destructive of heroes, capable of penetrating into every limb 
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and none of which becomes futile ! Like the continent resisting the Ocean, 
1 will today resist that mightiest of the mighty, that great warrior possessing 
the highest weapons, that hero like into the Ocean’s self of far-reaching 
arrows, fierce, and having shahs for his waves, while he will he engaged in 
overwhelming (hostile) kings ! Behold today the fierce battle I fight with him 
that hath nn equal, I think, among men wielding the bow, ar.d that would 
vanquish the very gods united with the /f ivr.fr ! Exceedingly proud is that son 
of P*ndu. Desirous of battle he will approach me with his mighty and super- 
human weapons ! Baffling his weapons with my own wc|>ons in battle, 
I shall today overthrow that Partha with my own excellent shafts. Scorching 
his foci like tl.e Sun endued with fieTy rays and blazing with fame like 
that dispeller of darkness, I shall, like a mass of clouds, completely shroud 
Dhananjayu today with my shafts ! Like the clouds extinguishing a biasing 
fire of great energy and smoko-mixed flames, that seems ready to consume *the 
whole Earth, I shall, with my showers of arrows, extinguish the son of 
Kunli in battle I With may broad-headed shafts 1 shall still the son of Kunti, 
that terrible snake of virulent poison, that is exceedingly difficult of being 
captured, that is endued with keen fangs that is even like a blazing fire that 
flames up in wrath, and that always consume* his foci I Like Himavat 
bearing the mighty, all-crushing, fierce, and smiting god of wind, I shall, 
without moving, hear the angry and vindictive Dhananjayu ! 1 shall resist 

in battle Dhatianjiya, that foremost of all wielders of bows in the 
world, that hero in fight, that warrior who is always in the 

van und who is competent tn meet all foes, that car-warrior who 

is conversant with all cartracks ! Today 1 shall fight in buttle 

with that ficrson who hath I think, no equal among men wielding the buw 
and who conquered the entire Earth I Wliat other man desirous of saving 
his life, except myself will fight with that Savyasach:n who vanquished all 
creatures including the very gods in the country called Khandava ? Arjunu 
is proud ; his weapons strike deep ; he is endued with great lightness of 
hands ; he is conversant with steeds ; he agitates vast hosts ; he is regarded 
an AHraika ! Though such, I shall yet, with my sharp shafts, strike his head 
from off his trunk today l O Cilya ever keeping Death or Victory in battle 
before me, I shall today fight with Dhananjayu ! There is none else save 
myself Hut would on a single car fight with that Pandava who resembles the 
Destroyer himself ! I myirJf will gladly speak of the prowess of Pbalguaa in 
the midst of an assembly of Kshatriyas. Why however, doit thou, a fool 
as thou art and of foolish understanding, speak to me of Phalguna's prowess 1 
Tbou art a doer of disagreeable deeds I Thou art cruel and mean, and being 
thyself unforgiving, thou art a detractor of one that is forgiving 1 I can stay 
a hundred persons like thee, but I forgive thee in contcqunce of my forgiving 
disposition, owing to the cxcigcncy of thu limos ! Thou art of sinful deeds, 
lake a fool; thou bast, for the sake of Pandu’s son, rebuked me and told me 
many disagreeable things ! Crooked-hearted as thou art, theu hast said all these 
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words unto me that am of a sincere heart ! Cursed art thou for thou art an 
injuror of friend*,— of friends, because, friendship is sevenpaced ! Terrible 
is the hour that is now passing* Duryodhana hath himself come to battle. 
I am solicitous of seeing his purposes achieved. Thou, however, art acting 
in such a way that it shows thcc to have no friendship ( for the Kuru king ) I 
He is a friend who show* affection for another, w1k> gladdens another, who 
makes himself agreeable to another, who protects another, who honors 
another, and who j »y§ in the Joy of another. I tell thee that I have all 
those attributes, an the king himself knows all this. He, on the other hand, 
limit destroys, chastises, sharpens bis weapons i.ijures, causes us to sigh, 
makes us cheerless, and wrung* us in diverse ways, is a foe. All these attributes 
are to he found in thee and thou discoverest all of them towards me. For 
the sake of Duryodhana, for the sake of doing what is agreeable to thee fur 
the sake of victory, for the sake nf myself, and for the sake of God himself, 
I will, with vigorous exertion, fight with Partha and Vasudeva ! Witness 
today my feats I Behold today my excellent weapons, vis , my Brahma and 
nther celestial weapons, as also those that are human I I will today slay 
that hero of fierce prowess like an cxceedinly infuriate elephant slaying an 
infuriate compeer. I shall, by my mind alone, hurl today at Partha, for 
my victory, that weapon of immeas irable energy, called tlie Brakma ! 
Arjuna will n«ver be abla to escape that weapon, if only the wheels of my car 
do not sink into the Earth in battle today! Know this, O C*!ya, that I 
would not take fright at Yama himself armed with his rod, or Vanina himself 
armed with his noose, or Kuvera himself armed with his mice, or Vasava 
himself armed with the thunder-hcJt, or at any other foe whatever that may 
approach for sU>ing me. Therefore, I have no fear from Partha, nor from 
Janirddana 1 On the other hand, I shall encounter them both in today's 
destructive battle I Once on a time, while wandering for the sake of practi- 
sing wca|»ons on my bow \ called Vijaja, O king, I had, by shooting many 
fierce shafts of terrible forms, hccdlesily struck the caff of a ( Hrahm&na's ) 
ffoma cow with one of those shafts, and unwillingly killed it while it was 
wandering in a solitary forest. The Brahmana then addressed me, saying.— 
(Since, becoming insensate, thou hist slain the affixing of my Homa cow, the 
wheel ( of tl»y car ) will sink into the Earth while at time of battle fear will 
enter thy heart I ]— Froof these words of tho Brahmana 1 am experiencing 
gTcat fear. These kings of the Lunar race that are lords of ( other iieople’s ) 
weal and woe, offered to give that Brahmana a thousand kine And six hundred 
bovine bulls. With even such a gift, O Cilya, the Brahmana could not be 
gratified, O ruler of the Madras! I was then for giving him seven hundred 
elephants of large tusks and many hundreds of alive* male and female. 
That foremost of Brahma nas would not still be gratified. Collecting next 
full fuurtecn thousand kmc, each black in hue ar.d having a white calf, 
I was still unable to obtain the grace of that best of Brahmana*. A wealthy 
mansion full of every object of desire, in fact, whatever wealth I had, l wished 
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to give him with due worship but he refused to accept the gift Unto me 
then that lad offended and that begged so importunately for his pardon, 
the Brahmana said, — ( That which, O Suta, bath been uttered by me is sure 
to happen. 1 cannot be otherwise. A false speech would destury creatures, 
and sin also would be mine ! Therefore, for the preservation of virtue I do 
nut venture to speak wbat h false I Da not, again, destroy the means of a 
Brabm&nas' support I There is none in the world that would be able to 
falsify my speech- Accept those words. It will he thy atonement (for the 
sin of having slain a calf I }— Though rebuked by thee, still, for friendship's 
Kike, I have disclosed to thee all this I 1 know thee that art rebuking me thus J 
Be silent now, and hear what I will presently sa> 1 



SECTION XUII. 

“San jaya said,— Thai dutsliser 0 f Iocs, via, tbe a on of Radbo, thus 
silencing the ruler of the Madras, once more addrcs&cd him, O monarch, 
saying these words.— In auswet to that which, O Calya, tbuu hast said onto 
me by way of instance, I tell thee that I aiu incapable of being frightened by 
thee in battle with thy words I If all the gods themselves with Vssava would 
fight with me I would not still feel any fear, what need be said then of my 
fears from Partha and Kccava ? I ain incapable of being frightened by 
means of words alone ! He, O Calya, whom thou wouldst he able to frighten 
in bailie is some other person ( and not myself ) ! TMu hast spoken many 
hitter words to me. Therein lieth die strength of a person Hut is low. 
Incapable of speaking of roy merits, thou sayst many bitter things, O 
thou of wicked heart ! Kama was never born. O Madraka, fur fear in 
battle I On the other hand, I was born for displaying valor as also for 
achieving glory for my own self I For the sake of my friendship for 
tbcc, for my affection, and for thy being an ally,— for these three reasons — 
thou still livest, 0 Olya ! Important is the task that has now to be 
done for king Dhriurashtra. That task, O Galya, dcjwnds on me ! For 
this, tbou livest a moment l Before this, I made a compact with 
thee that any disagreeable speeches thou mightest utter would be pardoned 
by roe l That compact should be observed. It is far this that tbou 
livest, O Madrukm 1 Without a thousand Calyas, I would vanquish my 
foes 1 He that injured* a friend is sinful. It is fox this that thou lives! 
for tbo present !— " 
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SECTION XUV. 

l4 Ca1ya said,— These, O Kama, are ravings, that thou utterest regarding 
the foe ! As regards myself, without a thousand Kansas, I am able to 
vanquish the foe in battle 1 * 

“Sanjaya continued, — “Unto the rules of the Madras, of harsh features, 
who was saying such disagreeable tilings unto Kama, the Utter onco 
more said words tbat were twice bitter. 

41 4 Karnn said,— Listen with devoted attention to this, O ruler of the 
Madras, that was heard by me while it was recited in the presence of 
Dhritarashtra's ! In Dtixitarashtrw’s abode the Buhmanas used to narrate the 
accounts of diverse delightful regions and many kings of ancient times. A fore- 
most one among Brahinanas, venerable in years while reciting old histories, 
said these words, blaming the Vahikas and the Madrakas !— [One should 
always avoid the Vahikar, those impure people that arc out of the pale 
of virtue, and that live away from lliinavat and Gang a and Saraswati 
and Yamuna and Kurukshetra and the Sindhu and its Atc tributary 
rivers. I remember from the days of my jouth tbat a sUughter- 
gruuml for kine and a space for storing intoxicating spirits always distin- 
guish the entrances of the abodes of tlie (Vahika) kings. On some very 
secret mission I had to live among the Vahikas. In consequence of sucb 
residence the conduct of that jicople is well known to me. There is a 
town of the name of Cakda, a river of the name of Apaga, and a clan 
of the Vahikas known by the name of the Jarltikaa The practices of 
tliese people arc very censurable. They drink the liquor called G<mda> and 
eat fried barley with it They also eat beef with garlics. They also eat 
cakes of flour mixed with ofeat, and boiled rice that is bought from others.! 
Of righteous practices they have none. Their women, intoxicated 
with drink and divested of robes, laugh and dance outside tho walls of 
houses in cities, without garlands and unguents, singing all the while 
drunken and obscene songs of diverse kinds that nre as musical as tho 
bray of the ass or it re bleat of the camel. In intercourse they arc abso- 
lutely liihout any restraint, and in all other matters they act as they 
like. Maddened with drink, they call upon one another, using many 
endearing epithets. Addressing many drunken exclamations to their hus- 
bands and lords, the falien women among the Vahik is, without observing 
restrictions even on sacred days, give themselves up to dancing. One Q f 
those wicked Vahikas.— one, that is, that lived amongst those arrogant 
women,— who happened to live for some diys in Kurujangala, burst out 

• The sense seems to be that ‘'if thou wert absent a thousand times I 
would still vanquish the Pandavas."— T. 

4 Orthodox Hindus must boil their own rice, without purchasing boiled 
rice from others. To this day the practice is observed.— T. 
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with cheerless heart, saying, — Alas, llul (Vahika) maiden of large propor- 
tions* dressed in thin blankets, h thinking o f me, — her Vahika lover — 
that is now passing his days in KurujingaU, at the hour of her ^oing to 
lied ! Crossing the Sailed ;e and the delightful Ir&vati, and arriving at my 
own country, when shall I cast my- eyes upon those beautiful women 
with thick frontal bones with hla^ng circlets nf red arsenic on their !<we- 
head*, with streaks of Jet blacks collyrium nn their eyes and tlsoir 
beautiful furuis attired in blankets and skins and themselves uttering shrill 
cries ! When stall 1 Ik? happy, in the company of those intoxicated ladies 
amid the music of drums and kettle-drums and conches sweet a* the cries of 
asses and camels and mules ! When shall 1 be amongst lltose ladies eating cakes 
of flour and meal and tall* of pounded tar Icy mixed with skimmed 
milk, in the forests, having many [deasant paths, nf Ciiwf and Filu and 
Karim t When dull I, amid« my own countrymen, mustering in strength 
on llie high-roads, fait upon passengers, and snatching their rubes nnd 
attires beat them repeatedly ? — What nun is there that would willingly 
dwell, even for a moment, amongst the Vahtkas that are so fallen and 
wicked and to depraved in their practices ?— Even theft d.d that Brah- 
ma na describe the Vahika* of tasc behaviour, a sixth of whose merits uhii 
demerits is thine, 0 Cdyal* Having s*.J this, that jwous Brahma ru 
began once mote to say wlut 1 am about to repost respecting the wicked 
Vahikas. Listen lo wlut 1 say ! — ^In the large and papulous town of 
CakaU, a Rakshata woman used to sing on every fourteenth day of the 
dark fortnight, in aocompiniment with a drum, — When ah. ill I next sing 
the songs of the Vahikas »n this CaluU town, having gorged myself with beef 
and drunk the GauJa liquor ? When shall I again, decked in ornaments, 
anil with those maidens and ladies of large propirti-mc, gorge upon a Urge 
vtunilier of sheep and large quantities of pork and beef and the meat of 
fowls and asses and camels ? They who do not cat sheep live in vain !— ] 
— Even thus, O Calya, the young and tlie old, among the inhabitants of 
CakaU, intoxicated with ftjnrils, sing and cry I How cm virtue be met with 
among such a people ? Thou shouldst know this ! I must, however, speak 
again to thee about wtat another Brahman a tad stid unto us in the Kuril, 
court [There where forests of Pilut stand, and those five rivers flow, vix, 
the Catadru, the Vip&sa, the Iravati, tin? Cbandnbhaga, and the Vitasla and 
which have the Sindhu for their sixtls, there in those regions removed from 
the Hiraavat, are the countries railed by the name of the At atlas. Those 
regions arc without virtue and religion. No one should go thither. The 
gods the A/nl, and the Brahm.in.ts, never accept gifts from those that are 
fallen, or those that are begotten by Cudras on the girls of other castes. 



* A king takes a sixth of the merits anil demerits of his subjects. Ilcncc, 
it is his interest to see them become righteous and abstain from 
an— T. 
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or the Vahikaa who never perform sacrifices and are exceedingly irreligious ! J 
— That learned Brahraana bad also *aid in ihe Kuru courts — [The Vahikaa, 
without any feelings of revulsion, cat off wooden vessels having deep stomachs 
and earthen plans and vessels that have heen licked by dogs and that 
are stained with pounded barley and other corn. The Vahikaa drink the 
milk of sheep and camels and asses and cat curds and other prepstations 
from those different kinds of milk. Those degraded people number many 
bastards among them. There is no food and no milk that they do not take. 
The Aratta-Vahika* that are steeped in ignorance, should be avoided.] — 
Thou sbouldst know this, O Calya 1 I must however, again speak to thcc 
about wbat another Brahmana had said unto me in the Kuru court.— [How 
can one go to heaven, having drunk milk in the town called Yugandhara, 
and resided in die place called AcbyutasthaU, and bathed in the spjt 
called llhutilayu r* There where the five rivers How jusi after issuing 
from the mountains, there among the Aratta* Vahikaa, no respectable person 
should dwell even for two days. There are two Pititkai in live river 
Vipaca named Vabi and Hika- The Vahikas are the offspring of rhoic 
two Fisaihas. They are not creatures clotted by ibe Orator. Being of 
such low origin, how can they lie conversant with the duties ordained in the 
scriptures? The Karadiktras, tbc Mahishakas, the Kahngas the Keralas, the 
Karkutakas, the Virakas, and other peoples of no religion, one should always 
avoid.] — Even thus did a Rahihasa woman of gigantic hips speak unto a 
Brahmana who on a certain occasion went to that country for bathing in 
a sacred water and jxissed a single night there. The regions are called by the 
name of the Arattas. The people residing there are called the Vahikaa. The 
lowest of Brahmanas also are residing there from very remote times. They are 
without the Vida and without knowledge, without sacrifice and without 
the power to assist at others' sacrifices. They are all fallen and many 
amongst them have been begotten by Cudraa upon ocher peoples' girls. 
The gods never accept any gifts from them. The Pravthalas, the Madras’ 
the Gandharas, the Aratta*, thoee called Khasas, the Vasaua, the Sindhua 
and the Sauviras are almost at blamable in their practices. — ' " 



* In Yugatidlara all kinds of milk were sold and taken. No one driuking 
milk in that town could be turc that what he took was pure vaccine milk ln 
AchyutastbaLa, women were unchaste and the conduct of the people irreligious. 
For a resident it was impossible to escape the contamination. In Hhutilayu, 
again, there was only one piece of water in which Brahmanas and Chandolas 
used to bathe together. Thus Nilakantba.— T. 
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SECTION XLV. 

41 ‘Kama continued. — Thuu sbouldst know alJ this, O Cilya ! 1 shall, 

however, again qieak unto thee I listen with diNe attention to what l 
say. Once on a time a Brahmana came lo our house as a guest Observing 
our practices ho became highly gratified and said unto us [I dwelt [or 
a long time on a peak of 1 lima vat quite alone. Since Wen I 'have seen 
diverse countries following diverse religions. Never, however, have I seen 
all the penfife of a country act unrighteously. All the races 1 have met 
with admit that to be the Uue religion which has been declared by persons 
conversant with the ftdta. Travelling through various countries following 
various religions, I, at last, O king, came among live Vahikas. There I 
heard that one at first becomes a Brahicuna and then becomes a Kahalriya. 
Indeed, a Vahika would, after that, bcoune a Vaisya, and then a Cudro, 
and then a barber. Having become a harber, he would tlien again become 
a Brahmans. Returning to the status of a Brahn.nnn, he would again 
he dime a slave One person in a family becomes a Brahma na ; all the 
others, falling off horn virtue, act as the/ like. The Gandharus, the 
Madrakos, and the Vahika*, of little undersfanding are even such. Having 
travelled through tho whole world I heard of these practices destructive of 
virtue, of these sinful irregularities, amongst the Vahikas l] — Tliou sltouldsi 
know all this, O Calya I I shall, however, again speak to thee about 
those ugly words that another said unto me regarding the Vahikas. 
In former diys a chaste woman was abducted by rohbets (hail- 
ing) from Aratta Sinfully was she violated by them, upon which she 
enried them, saylng.—{Sinee ye have sinfully violated a helpless girl 
who am not without a husband, therefore, the women of your families shall 
all become unchaste I Ye lowest of men, never shall ye e*w*j» from the 
consequence? of this dreadful sin ! ]— It is fur this, O Calya, that the sisters* 
sons of tho Arattas, and not their own tons, become their heirs. The 
Kauravas with the PanchaU*. the Cal was, the Matsyas, the Naimishas, the 
Kocalas, the Kacapaundras, the Kulingas, the Magadhas, and the Chedis 
who arc all highly blessed, know what the eternal religion is. The wicked 
even of various countries know what religion i*. The Vahikas, however, 
live without righteousness, Beginning with the Malty as, the residents of tho 
Kuru and the Panchala countries, the Nuimishas as well, and the other 
respectable peoples, the pious among all r*:es arc conversant with llie eternal 
truths of eligion. This cannot be said of the Madrakas and tlie crooked- 
hearted ract that resides in the country of the five rivers. Knowing all these 
things, O kinf, hold thy tongue, O Calya, like one deprived ol utterance, 
in all matters connected with religion and virtue ! Tbou art the protector 
and king of that people, and, therefore, the partaker of a sixth part of their 
incuts and demerits. Or perhaps, thou art the partaker of a sixth part of 
their dements only, for thou never protect** them. A king that protects is 
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a sharer in the merit® of hi* ttjbject*. Thou art not a sharer in tlieir merits. 
In days of yore, when the eternal religon was reverenced in all countries, the 
Grand lire, o teen i tag the practices of the country of the five rivers cried fie on 
them. When even in the Kritt f age, Brahman had censured the practices of 
Jhose fallen people of evil deeds who were begotten by Cudras on others’ 
soil, what would you now say to men in the world ?• Even thus did the 
Grandaire condemn the twactices of the country of the five waters. When 
all people were observant of the duties of their respective orders, the Grandsire 
had to find fault with these men. Thou sbonldst know all this, O Olya I 
1 shall, however, ag*in speak to thee I A A\r kshaia of tins name of Kalma- 
shapada, while plunging in a tank, said,— [F.leemo<ynation is a Kabtfriya's 
dirt, while the non-observance of vow* is a Urahnuua's dirt. The Vahikas are 
the dirt of the lUrth, and the Nf «dra women are the dirt of the whole female 
sex l]t While sinking in the stream, a king rotcued the Jtakshaia. Asked 
by the former, the latter gave this answer. I will recite it to you. Listen 
to me ! — [ The MUuhas are the dirt uf mankind ; the oilmen are the dirt of 
the Mleuhai ; eunuchs are the dirt of oilmen ; they who avail of the priestly 
ministrations of Kshatnyas, :n their sacrifices, are the dirt of eunuchs. The 
sin of those again that havr the last-named persons for their priests, nf also 
of the Madraka*, shall be thine if thou do not abandon me ! J— Even this 
was declared hy the Rakshuia to be the formula that should be used for 
curing a person possessed by a Kakskasa or one killed by the energy of a 
poison. The words that follow are all very true. The Panchalaa observe the 
duties en joined in the Vtdai ; the ICauravas observe Truth ; the Mstsyas and 
the Cura^evias perform sacrifice* ; the Easterners follow the practices nf tlao 
Cudras ; the Southerners arc fallen j the Valnkat are thieve* ; the Siurashtras 
aw bustards They that ore dtfi!c-d by ingratitude, theft, drunkenness adul- 
tery with the wives of their [ireceptun, hardiness of speech, slaughter of 
kirie, luilful wanderings during the nigh: out of home, and the weiring of 
other people*' ornaments, — what *in is there that they do not rn -ur ? Fie on 
the Arattas and the people of the country of the five rivurs ! Commencing 
with the Panchalas, the Kuravas, the Naimishas, the Matsya**— all these, — 
know what religion is. The old men among the Northerners, the Angas, 
the Mogadhas, (without themselves knowing what virtue is) follow the practices 
of the pious. Many gods headed by Agni, dwell in the East. The PStris 
dwell in the South that is presided over by Yama of righteous deed* The 
West i* protected by the mighty Varuna who overlooks the other gods there. 
Tiic North is protected by the divine Soma along with the Brahmanas. So 
Rakshaias and Pitashas protect Himavat, that best of mountain*. The GuhyakaS 

# The Bengal reading at the end ofj the second line is "who is there 
that w?utd succeed in 9haming them Y* — T. 

t The sense reems to be that a Kthatriya subsisting on eleemosynjuy 
alms is the dirt of all nis order ; %n a Brahman* living without observing 
any vow* is the dirt of his order. — T. 
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O great king, protect the mountain* of Gandhamadana. Without doubt, 
Vishnu, otherwise called Janarddana, protects all creatures, (For all that, the 
Vahikas have no especial protectors among the gods.) The Magadhas are 
comprehendcrs of signs ; the Kocalaa comprehend from what they see ; the 
Kurus and the Panr.halas coni|wehf».nd from a ha If -uttered fpecch; Ilk! Cains 
cannot comprehend till the whole speech is uttered. The Mountain- 
eer*, tike the Civis, arc vary stupid.* Tne Yavatiax, O king, 

are omniscient ; the Curas arc particularly so.t The MUtchai are 

wedded to the creations of their own fancy. Other peoples cannot 
understand. The Vahika9 resent beneficial counsels ; as regards the Madrakas, 
they are none amongst those (.oeniioned above,) Thuu, O Calya, art to 1 
Thou sliouldst not reply to me. The Madrakas arc regarded on Earth at the 
dirt of every nation. So the Madra woman is called the dirt of the whole 
female sex. They that have for their practices the drinking of spirits, the 
violation of the beds of their preceptors the destruction of the embryo by 
procuring miscarriage, and the robbing of other people's wealth, there is no tin 
that they have not ! Fie on the AjatUs and the people of the country of the 
five rivers. Knowing this, be 9ilert ! Do not seek to oppose me ! I>o not let 
me slay Kecava and Arjuoa, having slain thee first ! — 

‘'Galya said, — The abandonment of the afflicted and the sale of wives and 
children are, O Kama, prevalent amongst the Angas whose king thou art 1 
Recollecting those faults of thine that Bhisitma recited on the occasion of the 
talc of Raihai and Atirathas, drive awuy thy wrath I Do not be angry I 
Brahmans may bo found everywhere ; Ksbatnyas may be found everywhere ; 
so also Vaicyas and Cudcas, O Kama ! Women of chastity and excellent vows 
MU) also be found everywhere! Everywhere men take «h light in Jesting with 
men and wounding one another I Artful men also may he found everywhere. 
Kvery «»nr on every occasion can command skill in speaking of the faults ol 
others. No one, however, knows hiS own faults, or knowing then), feels shame. 
Everywhere are kings devoted to their respective religions, and employed in 
chastising the wicked. Everywhere may be found virtuous men. It cannot 
be, O Kama, that all the people of a country are simul. There are men in 
many countries that surpass the very gods by their behaviour !— ' " 

“Sanjaya continued ' ‘Then king Duryodharu stopped Kama and Galya 

(from going on with their wordy warfare), address sag the son of Radha as a 
friend, and beseeching CaJya with Joined hands. Kama, 0 sire, was quieted 
by thy son and forebore saying anything more. Cilya also then faced 
the enemy. Then Radha'* son, smiling 1 once more urged Galya, saying.— 
Proceed ! — ' 

* Literally, — 4 can with difficulty be made to understand the mean- 
ing/— T. 

t A high compliment to the Yavanas and the Curas, probably the Greeks. 
NiUkantha makes a desperate attempt t3 explain away the force of tlie 
pateage, but fads miserably. — T. 
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SECTION XLV! 

"Saojaya nid,— 'Beholding then that unrivalled array of the Parthaa 
vnode by I ihrishtadyumnii which was capable of resisting all hostile armies, 
Kama proceeded, uttering leonine shouts and causing his cir to produce 
a loud rattle. Anil he made the Earth to tremble with the loud din of 
musical instruments And that chastiser of foes, that hero in battle, 
sremed In tremble in rage. Duly disusing his own troop! in conn ter- array. 
O bull of Kharat&’s race, that hero of great energy made a great 
slaughter of the Panda ra forces like Maghavat slaughtering rise Aiura host. 
Striking Yudhishthira then with many arrows, he placed the eldest eon of 
Pandu to his right. 

“DhriuraUitra said, — 'How, O Sunjaya, did the son of kadha dispose 
his forces in counter-array to all live Panda vas headed by Dhrbhtadyucnoa 
and protected by Ithiinasent, viz., all those great bowmen invincible by 
the very gods ? Who, O Sanjaya, stood in the wings and the further 
wings of out army ? Dividing themselves properly, how were the warriors 
stationed ? How also did the K>nt of Pandu dispose their army in 
connter -array tn mine ? How also did that great and awful battle com- 
mence ? Where was Vihhatsu when Kama proceeded against Yudhishthira ? 
Who could succeed in assailing Yudhishthira in the presence of Arjuna ? 
That Arjuna who had vanquished, single-handed in former days, all crea- 
tures at Kltandava, — who else that is desirous of li/e, save the son of 
Kadba, would fight with him ? 

"San jay a said, — 'Hear now of the formation of the arrays, the manner 
in which ^]una came ami how the battle was fought by both sides 
surrounding their respective kings I Caradwat's sun Knpa, O king, and 
the Magadhas endued with great activity, and Kritavarman of the Satwata 
race, took up their position in the right wing. Cakuni, and the mighty 
car-wamor Uluka, standing on the right of these, arid accompanied by 
many fear leas Gandhara horsemen Armed with bright knees, and many 
mountaineers difficult of defeat, numerous as flights of locusts, and prim- 
looking as Piaukas, piutected the (Kaurava) army. Four and thirty 
thousand unretuming cars of the Sami*ptak<AS, mad with derirc of battle, 
with thy sons in their midst, am! all desirous of slaying Krishna and 
Aijuna, protected the left side (01 the Kaurava army). On their left, the 

Katnvojas, the Cakas, and the Yavanas, with cars and horse and foot, at 

ibe command of tbc Suta's son, stood, challenging Arjana and the mighty 
Kecmva. In the centre, at the bead of that host, stood Kama, clad in 

armour, with beautiful coat of mail and adorned wiih Angadas and gar- 

lands, for protecting that point. Supported by his own an^ry ions, that 
foremost of all wieldert of weapons, that hero, stone resplen- 
dent at tho head of the army as be drew his bow repeatedly. The 
mighty-armed Duscmna, possessed of the effulgence of the Sun or fire, 
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with twany ryes and handsome features, riding on the neck of a huge 
elephant, surrounded by many troops, and stationed at the resr of the 
army, gradually approached foe fight. Behind him came king Duryodhana 
himself, 0 monarch, protected by his uterine brothers riding on beautiful 
steeds and cased in beautiful mail Protected by the united Midukas 
and the Ktkayas of exceeding energy, the king, O monarch, looked 
resplendent like Him of a hundred sacrifices when surrounded by the celes- 
tials. Acwatthaman and the other Tore cist of mighty car * amors, and 
many ever -infuriate elephants shedding temjoral serrcuons like the very 
clouds and ridden by brave MUcehas, followed behind that cor force. 
Decked with triumphal standards and blaxing weapons, thorn huge creatures, 
ridden by warriorB skil'cd in fighting from their hacks, looked beautiful 
like hills overgrown with trees. Many thousands of brave and unreturn* 
ing warriors, armed with axes and swords became the foot guards of 
tlmse elephants. Gorgeously decked with horsemen and car-warriors and 
elephants, that ioremnst of array* looked exceedingly beautiful like tlie 
anay of the celestials or of the Asurau That great array, formed accord- 
ing to the «chemc of Vrifunpati by hs c.itnm*ndn well-versed in ways of 
hattli-. seemed to dance (as it advanced) and struck terror into the hearts 
of lues. Like ever-appearing clouds in the MW n of tains, foot-aoldier* 
and horsemen and car-warriors and elephants, longing for battle, began 
to issue from the wings and further wings of that array. Then king 
Yudhishlhira, beholding Kama at the hen I of the (hostile) array, addressed 
Dhananjayo, that slayer of foes, that one hero in the world, and said 
these words : — Behold, O Arjuoa, the mighty array formed by Karoa in 
battle I The hostile force looks resplendent with iis wings and further 
wings 1 At sight of this vast hostile force, let such measures be adopted 
that it may not vanquish us ! — Thus addressed by the king, Arjuna replied 
with joined Kindi —Everything will done a* thou sayest. Nothing 
will be otherwise * I will, O Bharata, do that by which the destruction 
of the enemy may be compussed ! By slaying their foremost of warriors, 
I will achieve their destruction ! — 

" ’Yudhishlhira said, — With that view, do thou proceed against the son 
of Radha, and let Bhimasena proceed against Suyodhanu, Nakula agait st 
Vrishasem, Sihadeva, against the foo of Suvala, Cstanika against Duscas&na, 
tl>« boll amongst tlie Cinis, via , SatyakL, against the son of Hridika, 
and Pandya against the son of Drona ! 4 I myself will fight with Kripa 
Let the tons of Dranpodi, with Ckhandin amongst them, proceed against 
live rest tif the Dhartarashtrasw Let the other warriors of our army encounter 
our other foes ! — * 

“Sanjaya oolninued, — 4 rims addressed by Yudhishlhira the )ust, Dhananjaya 
said,— So be it ! — and ordered his tronpe (to <k> the needful) and himself 
proceeded to the bold of the army. Thai car for which the Loader of 
the universe, vix., Agni, who derives his effulgence from Brahman, 
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became the steads, that car which was known amongst the gods as belong- 
ing to Brahman because it sprang first from Brahman himself, that car 
which in (Lays of old had successively born** Brahman and lean* and 
Indra and Varuna one after another. riding on that primeval car, Kecava 
and Arjuna now proceeded to hattle. Beholding that advancing car of 
wonderful aspect, Cilya once more said unto Auniratha’s son, that warrior 
of great energy in battle, these words Yondc-' comet that car having 
white steeds yoked unto it and owning Krishna for its driver, that vehicle 
incapable of being resisted by all the troops, like the inevitable fruit of 
work !♦ There comes the son of Kunti, slaughtering his foes along the 
way,— he, that is, about whom them hadst been enquiring I Since treracn- 
d us is the uproar that is being heard, deep os the roar o f the clouds, 
it is, without doubt, those high -smiled ones, vix., Vasudeva and Phananjaya ! 
Yonder ascends a cloud of fust that overspreads the welkin like a canopy 1 
The whole Earth, O Kama, seems to tremble, cut deep by the circumference 
of Arjuna’v wheels 1 These violent winds are blowing on both rides of 
thy army ! These carnivorous creatures are yelling aloud, and these animals 
are uttering fearful cries 1 Behold, O Kami, the terrible and purtentuous 
Kttu of vapoury bum, making the hair to stand on end, hath appeared, 
covering the Sun It Behold, diverse kinds of animals all around in large 
lacks, and many mighty wolves and tigers, are looking at the Sun ! 
Beho>d those terrible Kankat and those vultures, assembled together in 
thousands, sitting with faces towards one another, in seeming discoorae ! 
Those colored yak tails attached to thy great car arc waving unquictly !} 
Thy standard also is trembling I Behold these thy beautiful steeds, of huge 
limbs, and great speed resembling that of soaring birds, arc also quivering 1 
From these portents, it is certain that kings, in hundreds and ihoumnds, 
O Kama, deprived of life, will lie down on the ground for eternal sleep ! 
The loud uproar of conchs, making tl.e hair to stand on end, is being 
heard 1 The staind also of drums and cymbals, O son of Radha, is being 
heard on all sides, a? also the whirr of diverse kinds of arrows and the 
din made by cars and steeds and men f Listen a bo, O Kama, to the loud 
twang produced by the bow-strings of high-soulcd warriors I Behold, O 
Kama, those banners of Afjuua, that are equipt with rows of bells, and 
decked with golden moons and stars 1 Made by skilful artists out ol cloths 
embroidered with gold and of diverse hues, they are blasting with res- 
plendence nn Arjuna's car as they are shaken by the wind, like Rashes of 
lightning in a mas* of clouds 1 Behold those (other) banners producing 
sharp sounds as they wave in the air ! Those car-warriors of die lngh-*:>uled 



* Work must be followed by fruit.— T. 

t The malignant planet know by that name.— T. 
t Another reading it, “arc biasing.**— T. 
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Pancbalas, with fla^-decked standards on their vehicles, are hiking res- 
plendent, 0 Kama, like the very Rods on their celestial cars 1 Behold the 
heroic son o f Kunti, the unvanqmshed Vibhatsu, with that foremost of 
apes nn his stands- d, advancing for the destruction of the foe ! There, on 
the top of Partha's standard, h to be seen that terrible ape, that enhancer 
of the fears of foes, attracting the gaze (of warriors) from every side 1 The 
discus, the mace, the how called Camga and the oonch (called P anehajamnya) 
of the intelligent Krishna, as ato his Rem K<m*tut>ha % look exceedingly 
beautiful in him I The wiclder of Camga and the mace, sit, Vauidem, 
of great energy, cometh, urging those white steeds endued with the fleetnew 
of the wind ! Yonder twangs Gamhva, drawn by Savya*achin 1 Those 
whe :ted shafts, *ped by tlat strong-ramed hero, are destroying his enemies I 
The Barth is strewn with the heads of unretrealir.g kings, will* faces beauti- 
ful as the monn at full, and decked with large and expansive eyes of coppery 
hue l There the arms, looking like spiked maces, with weapons in grasp, 
and Bleared with excellent perfumes, of warriors delighting in battle and 
contending with uplifted weapons, are falling I Steed* with eyes, tongues, 
and entrails drawn out. along with their riders, are falling and fallen and 
deprived of life lie prostrate on the Barth I Those lifeless elephants, huge 
as mountain summits, tom, mangled, and pierced by Partha, are falling down 
like veritable hills ! Those cars, looking like the changeful forma of vafiour 
in the sky, with tberr royal nriers slain, are falling down like the celestial 
cars of the denizens of heaven Upon the exhaustion of the Utters' merits I 
Behold, the arrny is exceedingly agitated by tbc diadem flecked Arj\iru, 
like herds of countless cauls by a maned lion I There the Pandava heroes, 
advancing for the attack, are slaying kings and large numbers of elephants 
and steeds and car-warrior* ami foot-soldiers of tliy army engaged in battle ! 
There, Partha, shrouded (by friends and foes and weapons and dust) is not 
to be seen, like the Sun shrouded by clouds I Only the top of his standard 
uiay be seen and the twang of his bowstring may be heard I Thou art Mire, 
0 Kama, to behold today that hero of white steeds and with Krishna for 
bis driver, engaged in slaughtering his foes in battle I Thou art sure of 
beholding him about whom thou hadst been enquiring ! Today, 0 Kama, 
thou an sure to behold those two tigers among men, both of red eyes, both 
chastisers of foes, via, Vasudeva and Arjuna, stationed on the same car I 
If, O son of Radha, thou succeeded in slaying him that hath Kccava foe 
hi* driver and GantSva for his bow, then thnu shall be our king ! Challenged 
by the Samsttfiakai, Partha now proceedech against them I That mighty 
warrior i* engaged in making a great slaughter nf his foes in battle I — Unto 
the ruler of the Madras who was saying so, Kama, in rage, said, — Behold, 
Partha is assailed on ail sides by the angry Samsaftakas 1 like the Bun 
shrouded by the duuds, Partha is no longer visible I Plunged into that ocean 
of warriors, O Calya, Arjuoa is sure io perish I— 

“Calya said, — Who is there that would slay Varuna with water, or q ue nc h 
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fire with fuel ? Who is there that would seixe the wind, or drink off the ocean ? 
I regard the act of afflicting Pirtbi to be even such ! Arjuna it incapable of 
being vanquished in battle by the very gods and the Aiurai united together 
and having Indra himself at their bead. Or, suffer thyself to he gratified, and 
he of easy mind, having said those words (about thy capacity to slay Partha) ! 
Partha cannot be conquered in battle ! Accomplish some other purpose thou 
mayxt have in thy mind. He that would uplift tbit Earth on his two arms, or 
burn all creatures in wrath, or hurl the gods front heaven, may vanquish Arjuna 
in battle ! Behold that other heroic ton of Kunli, via, Bhima, who ts never 
fatigued with exertion, blaring with resplendence, mighty armed, and standing 
like anotlier Mcru I With wrath ever kindled, and longing for revenge, Bhima 
of great energy stands there, desirous of victory in battle, and remembering all 
hit injuries I There that foremost of virtuous men, viz^ king Yudhitthira the 
just, that subjugator of hostile towns, stand*, difficult ol being resisted by foes in 
battle ! Tlierc stand those two tigers among men, the twin Acwins, the two 
uterine brothers Nakula aud Sal adeva, both invincible in battle I Yonder may 
be seen the five sons of Krishna, that have the features of PanchaU (winces I 
All of them, equal to Arjuna in battie, arc standing, desirous of fight ! There 
the sons of Duqmda, headed by Dhmlitadyumnu, swelling with pride arid 
energy,— heroes endued with great energy,— have taken up their stand 1 There, 
tliut foremost one among the Salwaias, vit.. Sal y ak i, irresistible like Indra, 
advancelh against us, from desire of fight, like the destroyci himself in wrath 
before our eyes ? — While those two lions among men were thus addressing 
each other, the two armies mingled fiercely in battle, like the currents of ( Unga 
and Yamuna." 



SECTION XLVII. 

“Dhritamhtra said, — ‘When the two armies, duly arruyed, thus mingled with 
each other for battle, O Sanjaya, how did Partha asauil the Samsaf/akaa, and 
how Kama, the Pandavas ? Tell me the incidents of the battle in detail, for 
thou art skilled in narration ! Listening to the accounts of llse prowess of 
heroes in battle, I am never satiated P 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Observing the vast hostile force stationed in that manner, 
Arjuna arrayed his troo|>s in proper form, in consequence of the evil policy of 
thy son. The vast ParuUva forcu then, teeming with horsemen and elephant* 
and foot soldier* and cars, and headed by Dhrishudyumna, looked exceedingly 
magnificient With his -teed* white a* pigeons, the son of Prishau, equal 
in splendour to the Sun or the Moon, atmed with bow, looked resplendent 
like T>calh himself in embodied form. The son* of Draupadi, desirous of 
battle, stood by the side of Parsltata. They were clad in excellent coats of 
mail, and armed with excellent weapons, and all of them were endued with the 
r6 
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prowess of tigers- Possessed o! effulgent bodies, they followed their maternal 
uncle like the stars appearing with the Mooo- Beholding the Samtaftakat 
standing in array, Arjuna, with wrath excited, rusbod against item* drawing bis 
bow Gandtm. The Swmaftakai then, desirous of slaying Arjuna, 
rushed against Panha, firmly resolved on victory, and making death 
their goal- That brave host of heroes, teeming with men, steeds, 
infuriate elephants, and cars, began very quickly to afflict Arjuna. Their 
encoutner with Krritin became exceedingly furious. That encounter resembled 
the one that look plane between Arjuna and the Nivatakavachaa as we have 
heard. Partha cut olT cars and steeds and standards and elephants and foot- 
soldiers engaged in fight, and shafts and bows and swords and discs and battle- 
axes, and uplifted arm* with weapons in grasp, and the beads also of foes, by 
thousands upon thousands. The Samiaftakai, regarding the car of Partha 
sunk in that deep vortex of warriors, uttered loud roars. Partha 
however, slaying all his foes in front, slew those that stood further off, and then 
those that were on his right and his back, like Rudra himself in rage slaugh- 
tering all created things endued with life. The encounter that took place 
between the PanchaUs, the Chedis, and the Srinjayas, with thy trpops, was 
exceedingly fierce. Kripa, and Kritavarman, and Cakuni the son of Surah,— 
those heroes difficult of defeat m battle, — accompanied by troops that were all 
cheerful, themselves filled with rage, and capable of smiting down thick ranks 
of cars, fought with the Kocahs, the Kacis, the Malaya*, the Kaiushas, the 
Kailuyaa, and the Curasenas, all of whom wore possessed of great courage. That 
battle fraught with great slaughter, and destructive of body, life and tins, 
became conducive to fame, heaven, and virtue, in respect of the Kshatriya, the 
Vaicya, and the Cudra heroes that engaged in it. Meanwhile the Kuru king 
Duryodhana with his brothers, O bull of Bharata’s race, and suppor- 
ted by many Kuru heroes and many mighty Madraka car-warriors, 
protected by Kama while the Utter was engaged in battle with 
the Pandavaa, the Pancbalas, the Chedis, aod Satyaki. Destroying that 
va« division with h*s sharp arrows, and causing many foremost of car-warriors 
Kama succeeded in afflicting Vudhishthira. Cutting off the armour, the 
weapons, and the bodies of thousands of (oc* and slaying his foes by thouwmds 
and sending them to heaven and making them earn great fame, Kama caused 
h»s friends great joy. Thus, O sire, that battle, destructive of men, steeds, and 
cars, between the Kurus and the Srinjiyas, resembled the battle between the 
gods and the Aturai of old.' 1 
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SECTION XLVIIK. 

“Dbriurabhtra said— Tell me, 0 Sanjaya, how Kama, having caused a great 
slaughter after penetrating into the midst of the Pandata troops, struck and 
afflicted king Yudhishthira. Who were those foremost of heroes among the 
Parthas that resisted Kama ? Who were they whom Kama crushed before the 
son of Adhiratha could succeed in afflicting Yudbisbthira P* 

"Sanjaya said — ‘Beholding the Parthas beaded by Dhrisbtadyutnna stationed 
fur battle, that crusher u( foes, via., Kama, rushed impetuously against the 
Panchalas. Like swans rushing towards the sea, the Panchalas, hinging for 
victory, rushed as quickly against that high-souled warrior advancing to the 
encounter. Then the blare of thousands of conchs, as if piercing the heart by 
its shrillness, arose from both hosts, and the fierce peal also of thousands of 
drums. The sound also of diverse musical instruments and the noise mode 
by elephants and steeds and cars, and like leonine shouts of heroes, iliac arose 
there, became exceedingly awful. It seemed that the whole Earth with her 
mountains and trees and oceans, Uie entire welkin covered with wind tossed 
clouds, and the whole firmament with the Sun, the Moon, and the stars, 
trembled with that sound. Even such all creatures regarded that noise to be 
and became agitated. Those amongst them that were endued with little 
strength fell dead. Then Kama, excited with great wrath, quickly invoking 
his weapons, began to smite the Pandava army like Maghavat miking the army 
of the Aivras Penetrating then into the Pandava host and shooLng his arrows, 
Kama slew seven and seventy foremost of warriors among the Prabhadrakas. 
Then that foremost of car-warrxirs, with five and twenty sharp shafts equip! 
with goodly wings, slew five and twenty Pancbalaa With many cloth-yard 
shafts equipt with wings of gold and capable of piercing the bodies of all 
foes, that hero slew the Chedis by hundreds and thousands. While be was 
employed in achieving those superhuman feats in battle, large throngs of 
Panchala cars, 0 king, quickly surrounded him on all sides. Aiming then, O 
Bharat*, five irresistible shafts, Kama, otherwise called Vaikaruna or Vrislia, 
slew five Panchala warriors. The five Panchalas, O Bharata, that lie slew 
in that battle were Bbanudevi and Chiuasena and Senavindu and Tapwna 
and Curascna. While the Panchala heroes were thus being slaughtered with 
arrows in that great battle, loud cries of Oh and Alat arose from among the 
Panchala host. Then ten car- warriors among the Panchalas, O monarch, 
surrounded Kama. Thera too, Kama speedily slew with his shafts. The two 
protectors of Kama's car-wheels, vis , his two invincible sons, O sire, that 
were named Sushena and Satya*cna, began to fight, reckless of their very lives. 
The eldest son of Kama, vix , the mighty car-warrior Vriabascna, himself 
protected his father’s rear. Then Dhrisbiadyumna, and Catyaki, and the 
five sons of D.aupadi, and Vrikodara, and Janamejaya, and Ciktiandin, and 
many foremost warriors among the Prabhadrakas, and many amongst 
the Chedis, tbc Kaikayas, and the Panchalas, the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva), 
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and the Matsya% all dad in mail, rushed fiercely upon Radha’s son skilled jn 
smiting, from desire of slaying him. Pouring upon him diver*: kinds of 
weapons and thick sliowers of arrows, they began to afflict him, like the duuda 
afflicting the mountain-breast in the season of rains. Desirous of rescuing 
their father, the suns of Kama, all of whom were effectual trailers, and many 
other heroes, O king, of thy army, resisted those (Panda**) hcrors. Susbena, 
cutting off with a broad-headed arrow the bow: of Bhimasena, pierced Bhima 
himself with seven cloth-yard shafts in the che%t, and uttered a loud roar. Then 
Vrikodsra of terrible prowess, taking up another tough bow and stringing 
it quickly, cut off Sushena's bow Excited with rage ami as if dancing (on 
his car), he quickly pierced Susl^en* himself with ten arrows, and then pierced 
Kain;i, within the twinkling nf an eye, with seventy sharp shafts. With ten 
other shafts, Bhima then felled Bhmusena, another son of Kama, with his 
bteed% driver, weapons, and standard, in the very sight of the Utter's friends. 
The sightly head of that youth, graced with a face as beautiful as the Moon, 
cut off with a razor headed arrow, looked like * lotus plucked from its stalk. 
Having slain Kama's «»r., Bhima began to afflict tliy troops once more. 
Cutting off the bows then of Knpa and Hiidika's aon, he began to afflict tliow 
two also. Piercing Doscuana with three arrows made wholly of iron, ami 
Caktini with six, he deprived both l link* ..nd (his brother) Pautri of their 
cars. A<ldro&ing Susbena next in these words, via , — Than art slain /—Bhima 
took up an arrnw. Kama, however, cut off that arrow and struck Hhim* 
himself with three shaft*. Then Bhima took up another straight arrow of 
great impetuosity and sped it at Suthcna. But Vrislia cut that arrow 
also. Then Kama, desirous of rescuing his son, and wishing to make an end 
of the cruel Bhimasena, struck 0M latter with three and seventy fierce 
arrows. Then Sushcna, taking up an excellent bow capable of bearing a great 
strain, pierced Nakula with five arrows in the arms and the chest. Nakula, 
then piercing his antagonist with twenty stTong shafts capable of bearing a great 
strain, uttered a loud roar and inspired Kama with fri^lit The mighty 
car-warrior Sushena, however, O king, piercing Nakula with ten shaftn, quickly 
cut off the latter's bow with a raaoi-hcaded arrow. Then Nxkulfl, inrensate 
with rage, took up another bow, and resisted Susbena in that battle with nine 
shafts. Thit slayer of hostile heroes, O king, shrouding alt the quarters 
with showers of arrows, slew Sushena's driver, and piercing Sushena himself 
arain with three shafts, and then with three other broad-headed arrows, cut 
off hi9 bow uf great strength into three fragments. Susbena ate>, deprived of 
hi* sen it* in rage, took up another bow and pierced Nakula with sixty arrows 
and Sahadova with reven. The battle raged fiercely, like tbat of the gods and 
the A suras, between those heroes striking one another Satyaki, slaying 
the driver of Vrishasena with three arrows, cut off the latter's bow with a broad - 
headed shaft and struck his steeds with seven arrows. Crushing his standard 
then with another arrow, |»e struck Vri hasena himself with three arrow* 
in the chest Thus struck Vrishascna became senseless on bis cur, but 
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within ibc twinkling of an eye, stood up again. Deprived of his driver 
and steeds and car and standard by Yuyudbana, Vrisbasena then, armed with 
sword and shield, rushed against Yuyudbana from desire of slaying him. 
Satyaki. however, as his antagonist rushed towards ban, struck at his sword 
and shield with ten arrows cquipt with heads like a boar's ear. Then 
Duscisana, heholdir g Vrishasena made earless and weaponless, quickly caused 
bun to ascend bis own car, and bearing him away from the spot, caused ham 
to ride another vehicle. The mighty car-warrior Vrisbasent then, riding 
on another vehicle, pierced the five sons of lhaupadi with seventy and 
Yuy'jdhaua with five, and Bhunasena with four and sixty, and Sahadeva with 
five, and Nakula with thirty, and Calanika with seven arrows, and Cikhandin 
with ten, and king Yudhisbthira with a hundred. These and many other 
foremost of heroes, O king, all inspired with desire of victory, that great 
bowman, via, the son of Kama, O monarch, continued to afflict with his 
shafts Then, in that battle, the invincible Vrishasena continued to protect 
the rear of Kama. The grandson of Sini, having made Duscasana driverkss 
and stccdless and earless by means of nine times nine arrows made wholly of 
iron, struck Duscasana himself with ten shaft* in the forehead. The Kuru 
prince then, riding on another car that was duly cquipt (with very necessary 
implement), once more began to fight with the Paudavaa, from within the 
division of Kama. Then Dhristadyumna pierced Kama with ten arrows, and 
the son* of DrauptdS pierced him with three and seventy, and Yuyudbana with 
seven. And Bnimasena pierced him with (our and sixty arrows, and 
Sahadeva with seven. And Nakula pierced him with thirty arrows, and 
Calanika with seven. And the heroic Cikhandio pierced him with ten, and 
king Yudhishthira with a hundred. These and other foremost of men, O 
monarch, all inspired with desire of victory, began to grind that great bowman, 
vis., the Suta'a son, in tlsat dreadful battle. That chastiser of foes, viz , the 
Suit's son of great heroism, performing quick evolutions with his car, pU reed 
every one of those warrior* with ten arrows. Wc then, O king, witnessed the 
lightness of hand displayed by the high-soul ed Kama and the energy of hi* 
weapons. Indeed, what we saw appeared to be highly wonderful. People could 
not notice when be ti»ok up his arrows, when he aimed them, and when he let 
them off They only belield his enemies dying fast in consequence of his wrath. 
TImj sky, the firmament, Use Rarth, and all the quarters, seemed to be entirely 
shrouded with sharp arrows. The firmament looked resplendent as if covered 
with red clouds. The Valiant son of Radha, armed with the bow, and as if 
dancing (on his car), pierced each of his assailants with thrice as many arrows 
as each of them had pierced him with. And once more piercing each of them, 
and bis steeds, driver, car, and standard, with ten arrows, he uttered a loud 
Tuar. His assailants then gave him a way (through which he passed out). 
Having crushed those mighty bowmen with slvowers of arrows, the son of 
Radha, that crusher of foes, then penetrated, unresisted, into the midst of the 
division commanded the Pandava king. Having destroyed thirty cars of the 
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unretuming Cbcdii, ihc son of Rad hi muck Yudbisbthira with many sharp 
arrows. Then many Pandava warriors, 0 king, with Ciklundin and Satyaki, 
desirous of rescuing the king from the son of Kadha, surrounded the former. 
Similarly all the brave and mighty bowmen of thy army resolutely protected 
the irresistible Kama in float Kittle. T)»e noise of diverse musical instruments 
arose then. O king, and the leonine shouts of brave warrior* rent the sky. 
An I the Kurus and the Pandava* once more fearlessly encountered each 
other, the former headed hy the Suu's son and the latter by Yudbtththira.'* 



SECTION XUX. 

"San jay a said, — 4 Pierring through the Pandara host, Kama, surrounded by 
thousands of enr? and elephants and steeds and fuut-aoldicrs, rushed towards 
king Yudhishthira, the just. Cutting off with hundreds of fierce shafts the 
thousand* «•! weapons sped at bun by bis fact, Vrisha fearlessly pierced 
through that host. Indeed, the Suta’s aon cut off the heads, the arms, and 
the thighs of his enemies, who, deprived uf life, fell down on the Earth, 
Others, finding their divisumt broken, fled away. The Dfavsda, the Andhaka, 
and the N ifibada f<x>t-*nhhi rs, urged on hy Saty.tki, once more rushed 
toward* Kama in that battle, from desire of slaying him. Deprived of arms 
and head gears, and slain hy Kama with hi* shafts, they fell down 
simultaneously on th e Barth, like a forest of Cala trees cut down (with the axe). 
TIiub hundreds, thousands and ten thousands of combatants, derived of 
life and filling the whole welkin with their fame, fell down with their bodiett 
on the Earth. The Paridus and the I'jneliala* obstructed Kama, otherwise 
called Vaikarfana, who careered wrathfully m battle like the Destroyer 
himself, even ns people serk to obstruct a disease with incantations and drugs. 
Cruihinig all t hocus assailants, Kama once more rushed towards Yudhishthira, 
like irresistible disease unrhocked by incantations and drug* and (propitiatory) 
rite*. . At Inst checked by the Pandus, the Punclt&las, and the Kekayaa, all 
of whom were desirous of rescuing the kin^, Kama could not succeed in 
losing them over like Death that is unable to vancpiish persons conversant 
with Brahma* Tlwcn Yudhishthira, with eyes red in wrath, addressed Kama, 
that slayer of hostile heroes, who was held in check at a little distance from 
him, and said these words O Kama, O Kama, O thou of vain sfc ht, O sun 
nf a Suta, listen to my wolds ! Thou always challenges* the active Pb&tgdlM 
in battle I Obedient to the counsel* of Dhritirashtra's son, thou alway* seckesl 
to oppose us l Mustering thy great prowess, show thou to-day all thy might, 
all thy energy, and all the hatred thou beared towards the sons of Fandu ! 
To-day, in dreadful enemnter, I will purge thee of thy desire for battle l 
— Having said these words, the son of Pandu, 0 king, pierced Kama 
with ten shafts made entirely of iron and equip: with wings of gold. 
That chastiser of foes, and great bowman, ri*., the Suu's s:>n, 0 Bbarala, 
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pierced Yudhishthira, with the greatest care, in return, irith ten arrows 
•quip! with hcad9 like the calPs tooth, Thus pierced by the Sun's son 
in contempt O sire, the mighty -Armed Yudhidnhira biased up with wrath 
like a Are upon receiving butter. Bending bra formidable bow decked 
with gold, the son of Pandu placed on his bowstring a whetted arrow 
capable of piercin' the very hills. Drawing the bow to its fullest stretch, 
the king quickly sped that arrow, faul as the rod of the Destroyer, 
from desire of slaying the Suu's ton* Sped by the king endued *with 
great might, that arrow whose whiz* resembled the noise of the thunder, 
suddenly pierced Kama, that mighty car-warrior, on hh left side. Deeply 
afflicted by the violence of that stroke, the mighty -armed Kama, with 
weakened limbs, fell into a swoon on his car, his bow dropping from his 
hand. Beholding Kama in that p'i^lit, the vast Dharurathtra host uttered 
cries of Ok and Alas, and the faces of all the combatants became color- 
less. Beholding the prowess of their king, amongst the Pandavas, on the 
other h.md, O monarch, leonine roars and shout* and confused cries of 
}©y arose. The son of Radlu, however, of cruel prowess, recovering h» 
senses »;x>n enough, set his he art on the destruction of Yudhishthira. 
Drawing his formidable bow called Vi jay a that was decked with gold, 
the Suu's sun uf unmeasurable soul began to resist the son uf Pandu 
with his sharp shahs. With a couple of r&znr-bcadcd arrows he slew in 
that encounter Ciandr.vdev* and Dandadb&ra, the two Parc halt princes, 
that protected the two car wheels of the high-souled Yudhishthira. teach 
of those heroes, landing by the side of Yudbislithira's car, had looked 
resplendent like the constellation Punarvasu by the side of the Moon. 
Yudhishthira, however, once more pierced Kama with thirty arrows. And 
he struck Sushena and Sityasena, each with three arrows. And he pierced 
every one of the protectors of Karna with three straight arrows. The 
son of Adhiralha then, laughing and shaking lit* bow, inflicted a cutting 
wound on the king's body with a broad-headed arrow, and again |w*rccd 
him with sixty arrows and then uttered a loud shout. Then many fore- 
most heroes amongst the PandavAS, desirous of rescuing the king, rushed 
in wrath toward* Ksrni and began to grind him with their arrows. 
S-ityaki and Chekiuna and Yuyutsu and Cikhandin and the sons of 
Draupudi, and the Prabhadrakar, and the twins (Nakula and Sahudeva) 
and Bhiuiasena and Cicupala and the Karush.*s the M.itsyas, the Curas, 
the Kaikayas, the Kacis, and the Kocal&s, all these brave heroes, endued 
with great activity, assailed Vttusbena. The Panchala prince Janaineyaya 
then pierced Karna with many arrows. The Pandava heroes, armed with 
diverse 'kinds of arrows* and diverse weapons and accompanied by cars 
and elephants and steeds, rushing towards Karn encompassed him on all 



• I do not render the names of the several kinds of arrows mentioned 
here ai those names have in several instances been rendered before. 
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sides, from desire of slaying him. Thus assailed on alt sides by the 
foremost of Pandava warriors, Kama invoked into existence the Brakma 
weapon and fried all the points of die compass with arrows. The heroic 
Kama then, like unto a blizing fire liaving shafts for its scorching flame, 
careered in battle, burning that forest of Pandava troops. Tbe high-souled 
Kama, that great bowman, aiming some mighty weapons and laughing 
the while, cut off the bow uf that foremost of men, viz , Yudhiihtinra. 
Then aiming ninety straight arrows within the twinkling of an eye, Kama 
cut off, with those sharp shafts the armour of bis antagonist. That 
armour, decked with gold and set with gems, looked beautiful, as it fell 
down, like a wind tossed cloud penetrated by the rays of the Sun. Indeed, 
that armour, adorned with costly brilliants, fallen off from the body of 
that foremost of men, locked beautiful Ike the firmament in the night, 
bespangled with stars. His armour cut off with those arrows, the 
son of Pritha, covered with blood, wrathfully hurled at the son of 
Adhiratha a dart made wholly of iron. Kama, however, cut (into pieces) 
that blazing dart, as it counted through the welkin, with seven shafts. 
That dart, lints cut off with those shafts of that great bowman, fell down 
on the Earth. Then Yudhislnhira, striking Karra with four lances in his 
two arms and forehead and chest, rejieatedly uttered loud shouts, There- 
upon IiIikkI spouted forth from the wounds of Kama, and the latter, 
filled with ra-:e and breathing like a snake, cut off his antagonist's stan- 
dard and pierced the Pandava himself with threo broad headed arrows. 
And lie aim cut off the couple uf quivers (that his foe had) and the car 
(he rode) into minute fragments. Thcreupjn the king, riding 011 another 
car unto which were yoked thoco steeds, white as ivory and having black 
hair nn their tails, that used to bear him (to battle), turned hit face 
and began to fly. Thus did Yudhishthira began to retreat. His Parihni 
driver had been slain. fie became exceedingly cheerless and unable to 
stay before Kama. The son of Radha then, pursuing Yudhishthira the 

son of Pandu, clean sad himself by touching him in ttfe shoulder 
with his own fair hand (the palm of which was) graced with the auspici- 
ous signs of the thunder-bolt, the umbrella, the hook, the fish, the flag, 
the tortoise, and the conchshell, and desired to seize him by force. He 
then rememlierod the words of Kunti. Then Olya addressed 

him and said, — Do not, O Kama, seize this best of kings 9 As 

snein as thou seizest him, he will roduce both thee and me to ashes ! — 

Then Kama, O king, laughing in mockery, addressed the son of Pandu 
and thus spoke unto him disparagingly j— How, indeed, born though thou 
art in a noble race, and observant though thou art of Kfcbatriya duties, 
wnuldst thou leave the battle in fear, desiring to save thy life ? I think 
that thou art not well-acquaintrd with the duties of Kshatriyas ! Endued 
wiih Brahma force, thou art, indeed, devoted to the study of the Vt dai 
and the performance of tzcrifi:ial ritos 1 Drt not, O son of Kunti, fight 
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again, ami do not again approach brave warrior* 1 I>o not me harsh 
language towards heroes and do not come to great battles ! Thou mayst 
use such words, O sire, towards others, but thou should** never address 
persons like us in llkat way I By using such words toward* persons like 
us, thou wouldst in battle meet with this and other kinds of behaviour ! 
Go back to thy quarters, O son of Kunti, or thither where those two, via, 
Kecava and Arjuna, are ! Indeed, O king, Kama will never slay one like 
thee! — Having said these words unto the sun of Pritha, the mighty Kama, 
setting Yodhiahthiu free, began to slaughter the Panduva host like the 
wieldcr of the thunder bolt slaughtering the Asura host. That ruler of 
men, (viz., Yudbishth ra,) then, O king, quickly fled away. Beholding the 
king flying away, the Chedis, the Pandavus, the P&nciialas, and the mighty 
car-warrior Satyaki, all followed that monarch of unfading glory. And the 
tons of Draupadi, and the Curas and the twin sons of Madri by Pa redo, 
also followed the king. Beholding the division of YudhUhthira retreating, 
the heroic Kami became highly glad with all the Kurus and began to 
pursue the retreating force. Tire din of battle-drums and concha and 
cymbals aud bows, and leonine shout*, arose from among the DharUnuhtra 
troops. Meanwhile Yudhishthira, O thou of Kuru's race, quickly riding on 
the car of Crutakirti, began to bebold the prowess of Kama. Then king 
Yodhiahttura the just. seeing liis troop* fast slaughtered, became filled with 
rage, and addressing his warriors, commanded them, saying,— Slay these 
enemies 1 Why are )e inactive ? — Then the mighty car-warriors of the 
Pandas as, headed by BHimascna, thus commanded by the king, nil rushed 

against thy sons. The shouts then, O BliaraU, of the warriors (of both 

hosts), and the noise made by cars and elephants and steeds and foot 
soldiers, and the clash uf weapons, became tremendous. — Exert, Strike, 
Faa the Jot , — were the words that the combatants addressed to one another 
as they be^an to slay one another in that dreadful tattle. And in consequence 
of the showers of shafts shot by them, a shadow as that of the clouds seemed 
to spread over the field. And in consequence of those rulers of men, 
covered with arrow*, striking one another, they became divested of banners 
and standards and umbrellas and steeds and drivers and weapons in that 
battle. Indeed, those lords of Ranh, deprived of life and limbs, fell down 

on the Ranh. Taking like mountain summits in consequence of their 

uneven backs, huge elephants, with their riders, deprived of life, fell down 
like mountains riven by thunder. Thousands of rteeds, with their anivour, 
equipment*, and adornments all tom and broken and displaced, fell down, 
along with their heroic riders, deprived of life. Gu-wairiors with weapons 
loosened from their grasp, and deprived by (hostile) car warriors of cars 
and life, and Urge bunds of foot-soldiers, slain by hostile heroes in that 
dreadful clash, fell down in thousands. The Earth became covered with 
the heads of heroic combatants intoxicated with battle, — beads, that is, 
that were adorned with large ar.d expansive eyes of coppery hue and fnc« 
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as beautiful as the lotus or the moon. And people heard noises as loud in 
the sky as on the surface of the Earth, in consequence of the sound of music 
and song proceeding from large hands of Afuxias on their celestial cam, 
with wh:ch those bands of heavenly chorristers continually greeted the newly- 
arrived heroes slain in hundreds and thousands by brave enemies on Earth, 
and with which, placing them on celestial cars, they * repaired on those 
vehicles (towards the region of Indra), Witnessing with their own eyes 
those wonderful sights, and actuated by the desire of going to heaven, 
heroes, with cheerful hearts, speedily slew one another. Car-warriors fought 
beautifully with car-warriors in that battle, and foot-soldiers with foot-soldiers, 
and elephant* with elephants, and steads with steeds. Indeed, when that 
battle, destructive of elephants and steeds and men, raged in this way, die 
field became covered with the dust raised by the troops. Then enemies 
slew enemies, and friends slew friends. 'Hie combatants dragged one another 
by their locks, bit one another with their teeth, tore one another with their 
nails, and struck one another with clenched tints, and fought one another 
with bare arm* in that fierce battle destructive of both life and sins. Indeed, 
as that battle, fraught with carnage of elephants and steeds and men, raged 
nn so fiercely, a river of blood ran from the bodies of (slain) human being* 
and steed* and elqihants. And that current carried away a large number 
of dead bodies of elephants and steeds and men. Indeed, in that vast host 
teeming with men and steed* and elephants, tlut river formed by the blood 
of men and steeds and elephants and horsemen ahd elephant-men, became 
miry with flesh and exceedingly terrible. And on that current, inspiring 
the timid with terror, Boated the bodies of men and steeds and elephants. 
Impelled by the desire of victory, some coni haunts forded it and sonic 
remained on the other ride. And some plunged into its depths, and some 
sank in it and some rose above its surface a* they swam through it Smeared 
all over with blood, their armour and weapon* and robes all became bloody. 
Some bathed in it, and some dr*mk the liquid, and some became screngthlew, 
O bull of Bharuu’s race I Cars and steeds acd men and elephants and 
wtapons and ornaments, and robes and armour, and combatants that were 
slain or about to be slain, and the Earth, the welkin, the firmament, and 
all the points of the compass, became red. With the odour, the # touch, the 
taste, and the exceedingly red sight of that blood and it* rushing sound, 
almost all the combatants, O Bharata, became very cheerless. The Pandava 
herpes then, headed by Bhimasena and Satyakj, once mere rushed irapetoousl 
against that army already beaten. Beholding the impetuosity of that rus, 
of the Pandava heroes to be irresistible, the vast force of thy sons, O king 
turned its back on the field. Indeed, that hoat of thine, teeming with cars 
snd steeds and elephants and men no longer in compact array, with armour 
and coats of mail displaced and weapons and bows loosened from their 
grasp, fled away in all directions, whilst being agitated by ibe enemy, even 
like a herd of elephants in the forest afflicted by lions. 
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Section L. 

“^anjjy.i said, — ‘Beholding the Par.dava heroes rushing impetuously 
towards Uiy host, Duryodhana, O monarch, endeavoured fn check the warriors 
of hia army on all side*, O bull of Bharata's race. Although! however, thy 
son cried at the top of his voice, his flying troop®, O king, still refused to 
stop. Then one of the wings of the army and its further wing, and Cakuni 
the son of Suvah, and the KauraTas, well-armed, rushed against Rhimoxcna 
in that battle. Kama also, beholding the DharUrashtra force with all its 
kings flying away, addressed the ruler of the Madras saying.— Proceed 
towards the car of Bhiiua ! — Thus addressed by Kama, the ruler of the 
Madras began to urge those foremost of steeds, of the hue of swans, towards 
the st»ot where Vrikodara was. Thus urged by Calya, that ornament of 
battle, those steeds approaching the car of Bbimascna, mingled in battle. 
Meanwhile, Tlhima, beholding Kama approach, became filled with rage, and 
set his heart on the destruction uf Kama, O bull of Bharata's race. Address* 
in & the heroic Sityaki and Dhrishtadyumni, the sun of Prishata, he said, — 
Do you two protect king Yudhiibtbira of virtuous sou! ! With difficulty he 
escaped from a situation of great peril before my very eyes I In my 
sight have the armour and robes of tlie king been cut off and torn, for 
Duryodhana'* gratification, by Radha's son of wicked sou'. t 1 shall today 
reach the end of that woe, O son of Prishau 1 Today, cithcT I dial I slay 
Kama in battle, or he wfTl slay me in dreadful battle 1 1 tell thee truly 1 
Today 1 make over the king to you as a sacred pledge 1 With cheerful 
hearts exert ye today for pTOtectirg the Icing I— Having said thr*e words, 
the mighty armed Bhinia proceeded towards Adhiratha's son, making all the 
points of the compass resound with a loud leonine shout. Beholding Bhinia, 
that delighter in battle, advancing 'luickly, the puissant king of the Madras 
addressed the Suta's son in the following words. 

•Calya said,— Behold, 0 Kama, the mighty-armed son of Panda, who 
is filled with rage 1 Without doubt, he is desirous of vnmiting upon thee 
that wrath which he has cherished for many year* ! Never before did I 
see him assume such a form, not even when Abbimaoyu was slain 
and the fiaks&ata Ghatotkacha ! Pilled with wrath, the form he hath 
now assumed, endued with the splendour of the all destroying fire at the 
end of the Y*j(a t is such that it seems he is capable of resisting the 
three worlds united together !— r 

"Sanjaya continued,— 'While the ruler of the Madras was saying these 
words unto the sun of Radha, Vrikodara, excited with rage, came upon 
Kama Beholding Bbima, that delimiter in battle, approach him in that 
W»y. the son of Radha laughingly aiid unto Calya these words.— The 
words that thou.O ruler of the Madrs, Ivaat to-day spoken to me regarding 
Bbima, O lord, arc without donbt all true ! This Vrikodara is brave and 
is a hero full of wrath ! He is reckless in protecting his body, and In 
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strength of limbs is superior to all ! While leading a life of concealment 
in the city of Virata, reiving then on the might of his bare arms, for 
doing what was agreeable to Draupadi, he secretly slew Kichaka with all 
bis relatives 1 Even be stands to-day at the head of battle, clad in mad 
and insensate with wrath 1 He is ready to engage fn battle with the 
Destroyer armed willi uplifted mace ! This desire, however, hath been 
cherished through alt my days, v ; x., that either I shall slay Arjuna or 
Arjuna will slay me ! That desire of mine may be fulfilled to day in 
conse<pience of my encounter with Bhima I If I slay Bhima nr make 
him earless. Part ha may come against roe. Tint wilt be well for me 1 
Settle that without delay which thou thinkesl to be suitable to the hour 1 — 
Hearing these words of Radha's ton of immeasurable energy Calya replied, 
saying.— O thou of mighty-arrns, proceed against Bbimasena of great might ! 
Having checked Bhiotascna, thou mayst liven obtain Phalguna ! That 
which ii thy purpose, that desire which for many long years thou hast 
cherished in thy heart, will be accomplished, O Kama ! I tell thee truth 1— 
Thus addressed, Kama once more said unto Cilya. — Either I shall slay 
Arjuna in battle, or he will slay me ! Setting thy heart on battlo proceed 
to tho spot where Vrikodara is !'— 

"Sanjaya continued.— Then, O kinfe, Cdya speedily proceeded on that 
car to the spot where that great bowman, viz., Bhinu, was engaged in 
routing thy army. There rose then the blare of^ trumpets and the peal 
of drums 0 monarch, when Bhima and Kama met. The mighty Bhima- 
sens, filled with rage, began to sratter thy troops difficult of defeat, with 
his sharp and polished shafts, to all sides. That collision in battle, O 
monarch, between Kama and the son of Pandu became, O king, fierce 
and awful, and the noise that arose was tremendous. Beholding Uhiraa 
coming towards him, Kama, otherwise c.tllcd Vaikartana or Vrisha, filled 
with rage, struck him with shafts in the centre of the chest. And once 
more, Kama of immeasurable soul covered him with a shower of arrows. 
Thus pierced i>y tho Suta’s son, Blnma covered the former with winged 
arrows. Anil he once more pierced Kama with nine straight and keen 
shifts. Then Kama, with a number of arrows, cut in twain Bbinu's bow 
at the handle, And after cutting off his bow, he pierced him once again 
in the centre of the chest with a shaft of gteat keeooess and capable of 
lienelraiing every kind of armour. Then Vrikodara, taking up oivulher 
bow, O king, and knowing full well what the vital parts of the body are 
pierced the Suia's son with many keen arrows. Then Kama pierced him 
with five and twenty arrows, like a hunter striking a proud and infuriate 
elephant in live forest with a number of blazing brands. His limbs 
mangled with those shafts, bis eyes red with rage and tho desire of revenge, 
the son of Pandu, insensate with wrath, and impelled by the desire of 
slaying live Suta's son, fixed on his bow an excellent shaft of great impetuosity, 
capable of hearing a great strain, and competent to pierce the very mountains. 
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Forcibly drawing the lx>wstring to his very ear, the son ol the Wind-god, 
that great bowman, filled wilh wrath and desirous of making an end of Kama, 
sped that shaft. Thus »ped by the mighty Bhima, that shaft, making a 
noiae loud as that of the thunder, pierced through Kama in that battle, like 
the thunder-bolt itself piercing through a mountain. Struck by Bhivnascna, 
O perj*tuatoc of Kuru’s race, the Suu's son, that commander (of thy forces), 
sat down senseless on the terrace of bis car. The ruler of the Madras 
then, beholding the Suta’s son deprived of his senses, bore that ornament 
of battle away on his car, from that fight. Then after Kama's defeat, 
Bhmiasena began to rout the vast Dharurashtra host like Indra routing 
the Dtntms. 1 * 



SECTION LI. 

'*!>hnUrashtra said,— ‘Exceedingly difficult of accomplishment was dial 
feat, < 1 Sanjaya, which was achieved by Bhima whu caused (he mighty- 
armed Kama himself to measure his length on live terrace of his car — 
7 here it only ont vit. } A' am i, wAa will slay the Pandavas along 

with the Srtnjayat I— Even this is what lhiryodhana, O Suta, used very 
often to say unto me ! Beholding, however, that son of Radha now defea- 
ted by Bhima in battle, what did mv son Ouryodhana next do ?' * 

M Sanjay* said,— •Beholding Rad ha's son of the Suta caste turned hack 
frum the fight in that great batde, thy son, O munarch, addressed his 
uterine brothers, saying, — Go ye quickly, blessed be yc, and protect the 
son of Radha who is plunged into that fathomless ocean of calamity 
represented by the fetr of Bhimasena 1 — Thus commanded by the king, 
those princes, excited with wrath and desirous of slaying Bbimasena, 
rushed towards him like insects toward* a blazing fire. They were Crutai- 
van and Durddhara and Kratha and Vivilsu and Vikata and Soma, and 
Niihangin and Kavacbin and Pacin and Nanda and Upanandaka, and 
Duspradharsha and Suvahu and Vatave^a and Suvarchasas, and Dhanur- 
graha and Durmada and Jalasandha and CiU and Saha. Surrounded by 
a large car-force, those princes, endued with great energy and might, 
approached Bhimasena and emeorapawed him on all sides. They sped 
at him from every side showers of arrow* of diverse kinds. Thu* 
afflicted by them, Bhima of great strength, O king, quickly slew fifty 
foremost car-warriors with five hundred others, amongst choir ions of thine 
that advanced against him. Filled with rage, Hhituasena then, O king, 
with a broad-headed arrow, struck off the head of Vivitsu, adorned with 
car-rings and bead-gear, and graced with a face resembling the fullmoon. 
Thus cut off, that pnnee fell down on the Earth. Beholding that heroic 
brother of theirs slain, the (other) brothers there, O lord, rushed in that 
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battle, from every side, upon Bhiraa of terrible prowess. Witb two other 
broad beaded arrows then, Bhima of terrible prowess took the lives of two 
other sons of thine in that dreadful battle. Those two, via, Vikata and 
Saha, looking like a couple of celestial youths, O king, thereupon fell 
down on the Earth like a oouple of trees uprooted by the tempest- 
Then Bhima, without losing a moment, despatched Kratha to the abode 
of Varna, with a long arrow of keen point. Deprived of life, that prince 
fell down on the Earth. Ia>ud cries of woe then, O ruler of men, amse 
there when those heroic sons of thine, all great bowmen, were being .thus 
slaughtered. When those troops were once more agitated, tbe mighty Rhima, 
O monarch, then despatched Nanda and Upananda in that battle to Yama't 
abode. Thereupon thy sons, exceedingly agitated and inspired with fear, fled 
away, seeing that Rhim&sena in that battle behaved like the Destroyer himself 
at the end of tbe Yvga. Beholding those sons of thine slain, the Sola'* son, 
with a cheerless heart, once more urged hi* steeds of tbe hue of swans to that 
place where tbe son of Pandu was. Those steeds, O king, urged on by the 
ruler of the Madras, approached with great speed the car of Bhimasena and 
mingled in battle. The collision O monarch, that once more took place between 
Kama and tbe son of Pandu in battle, became, O king, exceedingly fierce 
and awful and fraught with a loud din. Beholding, O kin^, those two mighty 
car wrariors close with each other, I became very curious to observe the course 
of that battle. Then Bhirna, boasting of his prowess in battle, coveted Kama 
in that encounter, O king, with showers of winged shafts in tire very Bight of 
thy sons. Then Kama, that warrior acquainted with the highest of weapons, 
filled with wrath, pierced Bhtma with nine broad headed and straight arrows 
made entirely of iron. Thereupon the mighty armed Rhima of terrible pro- 
wess, thus struck by Kama, pierced his assailant in return with seven shafts 
sped from his bowstring drawn to his ear. Then Kama, O monarch, sighing 
like a snake of virulent poison, shrouded tbe son of Pandu with a thick shower 
of arrows. The mighty Bhiraa also, shrouding that mighty car-warrior with 
dense arrowy downpours in die very sight of the Kauraras, uttered a loud 
shout. Then Kama, filled with rage, grasped his bow, strongly and pierced 
Rhima with ten arrows whetted on stone and equipt with Ka*ka feathers. 
With another bioad-headed arrow of great sharpness, he also cut off Bbima's 
bow. Then the mighty-armed Bhima of great strength, taking up a terrible 
Parigha, twined round with hempen chords and decked with gold and resem- 
bling a second bludgeon of Death himself, and desiring to slay Kama outright, 
hurled it at him with a loud roar. Kama, however, with a number of arrows 
resembling snakes of virulent pohon, cut off into many fragments that spiked 
mace as it coursed towards him with the tremendous peal of thunder. Then 
Bbima, that grinder of hostile troops, grasping his bow with greater strength, 
covered Kama with keen shafts. The battle that took place between Kama 
and the ton of Pandu in that meeting, became awful for a moment, like that 
qf a couple nf huge lions desirous of slaying each other. Then Kama, O king, 
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drawing the bow with great force and stretching the string to his very ear, 
pierced Bhimasena with three arrows, Deeply pierced by Kama, that great 
bowman and foremost of all persons endued with might then took up a terrible 
shaft capable of piercing through the body of bis antagonist. That shaft, 
cutting through Kama's armour and piercing through his body, passed out and 
entered the Earth like a snake into anthill. In consequence of the violence 
of that stroke, Kama felt great pain and became exceedingly agitated. Indeed, 
he trembled on his car like a mountain during an eartluyuake. Then Kama, 
O king, filled wilh rage and the desire to retaliate, struck Bhima with five and 
twenty shafts, and then with many more. With one arrow he then cut off 
Bhimasena'* standard, and with another broad-headed arrow lie despatched 
Bhima's driver to the presence of Yxma. Next quickly cutting off the bow of 
Panda's son with another winged arrow, Kama deprived Bhima of terrible feats 
of his car. Deprived of his car, O chief of Bharata's race, the mighty-armed 
Hliima, who resembled the Wind god (in prowess) took up a mace and jumped 
down from his excellent vehicle. Indeed, jumping down from his car with 
great fury, Bhima began to slay thy troupe, O king, like the wind destroying 
the clouds of autumn. Suddenly the son of Pandu, that schorcher of foes, 
filled with wrath, routed seven hundred elephants, O king, endued with tusks as 
large as plough-shafts, and all skilled in smiting hostile troop*. Possessed of 
great strength and a knowledge of what the vital parts of an elephant are, he 
struck them on their temples and frontal globes and eyes and the parts above 
their gums. Thereupon those animals, inspired with fear, ran away. But 
urged again by their drivers, they surrounded Bhimasena once more, like the 
clouds covering the Sun. Like Indra felling mountains with his thunder, 
Bhima with his mace prostrated those seven hundred elephants with their riders 
and weapons and standards. That chastiser of foes, vis., the son of Kunti, 
nest | * rated down two and fifty elephants of great strength belonging to the 
son of Suvala. Scorching tby army, the son of Pandu then destroyed a 
century of foremost cars and several hundtfd* of foot soldiers in that battle. 
Scorched by the Sun as also by the high-snulcd Bhima, thy army began to shrink 
like a piece of leather spread over a fire. Those troops of thine, O bull uf 
Bharata's race, filled with anxiety through fear of Bhimasena, avoided Bhima in 
that battle and Bed away in all directions. Then five hundred car-warriors, 
cased in excellent mail, rushed towards Bhinu with loud shouts, shooting thick 
shower* of arrows on ail sides. Like Visbnu destroying the Aiurai , Bhima 
destroyed with his macc all those brave warriors with their drivers and cars and 
banners and standards and weapons. Then three thousand horsemen, 
debauched by Cakurii, respected by all brave men and armed with darts and 
swords and lances, rushed towards Bhima. That slayer of foes, advancing 
impetuously towards them, and coursing in diverse tracks, slew them with his 
mace. Lojud sounds arose from among ilicm while they were being assailed 
by Bhima, like those that arirc from among herd of elephants struck with 
large pieces of rocks. Having slain those three thousand excellent horses 
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of Sttvtln’f ton in that way, he rode upon another car, and filled with 
nge proceeded against the son of Radba. Meanwhile, Kama also, O king, 
covered Dhorma’s bod, that chastiser of foes, with thick showers of arrows, 
and felled hit driver. Then that mighty car-warrior, behu!ding YudhUthira 
fly a*ay in that battle, pursued him, shooting many straight-coursing shafts 
equipt with Kanka feathers. The son of the Wind-god, filled with wrath, 
and covering the entire welkin with his shafts, shrouded Kama with 
thick showers of arrows as the Utter pursued the king from behind* The 
son of Radha then, that crushes of foes, turning back from the pursuit, 
quickly covered Bliimt himself with slurp arrows from every side. Then 
Sntynki, of immeasurable soul, O Bharat*, placing himself on live aide of 
Bhima's car, began to afflict Kama who was »n front of Bhtm.i. Though 
exceedingly a/hicted by Satyaki, Kama still approached Ultima. Approach- 
ing each other, those two bulls among all wielders of bows, those two 
heroes endued with great energy, looked exceedingly resplendent as they 
sped their beautiful arrows at each other. Spread by them, O monarch, 
in the welkin, those flights of arrows, blaring as the backs of 
crane*, looked exceedingly fierce and terrible. In consequence of those 
lltou^ands of arrows, O king, neither the rays of the Sun nor the points 
of the compass, cardinal and subsidiary, could any longer lie ncticed 
either by ourselves or by the enemy. Indeed, the blaring effulgence of 
the Sun shining at midday was dispelled by those dense showers of arrows 
shut by Kama and the *>n of Panda. Beholding the son of SuyhIo, and 
Kritavaxman, and Drona’s son, and AdhiratWs son, and Kripa, engaged 
with the Pandavos, the Kauravas rallied and cautc back to the fight. 
Tremendous became the din, O monarch, that was made by that host 
ns it rushed impctuasusly against their foes, resembling that terrible noise 
that is made by many ocean* swollen with rains. Furiously engaged in battle, 
the two hosts became filled with great joy as tLe warriors beheld and seised 
one another in that dreadful melee. The battle that commenced at that hour 
when the Son had reached the meridian was such that its like had never been 
beard or seen by us. • One vast host rushed again* another, like a vast 
reservoir of water rushing towards Use ocean. The din that aroie from die two 
hosts os they roared at each other, w.is loud and deep as that which may be 
heard when several oceans mingle with one another. Indeed, the two 
furious hosts, approaching each other, mingled into one mass like two furious 
rivers that run into each other. 

*'Thc battle then commenced, awful and terrible, between live Kurus and 
the Pandavas, hoth of whom were inspired with the desire of winning great 
fame. A perfect Babel of voices of the shouting warriors was incessantly heard 
there, 0 royal Bharata, as they addressed one another by name. He who 
had anything, by his father's or mother's side oc in respect of his act* or 
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conduct, that could furnish matter for ridicule, was in that battle made to 
bhear it by hit antagonist. Beholding those brave warriors loudly rebuking 
one another in that battle, I thought, O king, that tbdr periods of life had 
eeil run over. Beholding the bodies of those angry heroes of immeasurable 
energy, a great fear entered my heart, respecting the dire consequences that 
would ensue. Then the Pandavas, O king, and the Kauravas also,— mighty 
car-warriors all, — striking one another, began to mangle one another with their 
keen slufts.’ ” 



SECTION LII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Those Kshatriyas, O monarch, harbouring feelings of 
animosity against one another and longing to take one another's life, began to 
slay one another in that battle. Throngs of cars, and large bodies of horses, 
and teeming divisions of infantry ar.d elephants in large numbers mingled 
with one another, O king, for battle. Wc belaid the falling of maces and spiked 
bludgeons and Kmntfas and lanes?* and short arrows and rockets hurled at one 
another in that dreadful engagement. Arrowy showers, terrible to look at, 
coursed like llighls of locusts. Elephants, approaching elephants, routed one an- 
other. Horsemen encountering horsemen in that battle, and car-warriors 
encountering car warriors, and fuut-soldiers encountering foot-wddiers, and 
foot-soldiers meeting with horsemen, and foot-euldiers meeting with cars 
and elephants and cars meeting with elephants and horsemen and elephants 
of great spe*d meeting with the three otficr kinds of forces, began, O king, 
to crush and grind one another. In consequence of those brave combatants 
striking one another and shouting at the top of their voices, tins field of 
battle became awful, resembling the slaughter-ground of creatures (of Rudra 
himself). The Earth, O Bharata, covered with blood, looked beautiful 
like a vast plain in tbc season of rains coveted with the red oocdnclhu 
Indeed, the Earth assumed the aspect of a youthful maiden of great beauty, 
attired in white robes dyed with deep-red. Variegated with flesh and blood, 
the field of battle looked as if decked all over with gold. Large numbers 
of heads severed from trunks and arms and thighs and ear-rings and other 
ornaments displaced from the bodies of warriors, O Bharata, and collars 
and cuirasses and bodies of brave bowmen, and coats of male, and banners, 
lay scattered on the ground. Elephants, coming against elephants, tore one 
another with their tusks, O king I Struck with the tusks of hostile compeers, 
elephants looked exceedingly beautiful. Bath<d in blood, those huge 
creatures looked resplendent like moving hills decked with metals a-down 
whose breasts ran Breams of liquid chalk. Lances hurled by horsemen, or 
ihoec held horizontally by hostile combatants, were sc zed by many of those 
beasts, while many araonrst them twisted and broke those weapons. Many 
1* 
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huge elephants, whose armour had been cut off with shafts, looked, O king, 
like mountains divested uf clouds at the advent of winter. Many foremost 
of elephants, pierced with arrows winged with gold, looked beautiful like 
mountains, O sire, whose summits are lighted with blaring brands. Some 
of those creatures, huge as hills* struck by hostile compeers, fell down in 
that 1 Kittle, like winged mountains (when dipt of their wings). Other?, 
afflicted with arrows and much pained by their wound*, fell down, touching 
the Earth, in tlutt dreadful battle, with their frontal globes or the juris 
between their tusk* Other roared aloud like linns. And many, uttering 
terrible sounds, ran hither and thither, and many, O king, uttered cries of 
pain. Steeds also, in golden trapping*, struck midi arrow*, fell down, or 
became weak, or ran in all directions. Others, struck wiili arrows and 
lances, or dragged down, fell on the Earth and writhed in agony, making 
diverse kinds of motion. Men also, struck down, fell on the Earth, uttering 
diverse cries of pain, O sire ! Others, beholding tlieir relatives and sires 
and grandrires, and others, seeing their retreating foes, shouted to one 
another their well known names and the names of their races. The arms 
of many combatants, decked with ornaments of gold, cut ofT, O king, by foes, 
writhed on tin; ground, making diverse kinds of motion. Thousands of 
such arms fell down and sjuang up, and many seemed to dart forward like 
five-headed snakes* Those arms, looking like the tapering bodies of snakes, 
and smeared with sandal paste, O king, looked beautiful, when drenched with 
blood, like little standards nf gold. Wien the battle, becoming geneml, 
raged bo furioudy on all sides, the warriors fought with and slew une another 
without distinct perceptions of those they fought with or struck. A dusty 
cloud overspread the field of battle, and the neajxins used fell in thick 
showers. The scene being tliu* darkened, the combatants could no longer 
distinguish friends from foes. Indeed, that fierce and awful battle proceeded 
thus. And soon there began to flow many mighty risers of bloody currents. 
And they abnundcd with the heads of combatants that # formed their rocks. 
And the hair of the warriors constituted their floating weeds and muss. Rones 
furraed the fishes with which they teemed, and bows and arT 0 W 9 and maces 
formed the rafts by which to cross them. Flesh and blood forming their 
mire, those terrible and awful rivers, with currents swelled by blood, wero 
thus formed there, enhancing the feats of the timid and the Joy of the brave. 
Those awful rivers led to the abode of Yama. Many plunged into tbo*e 
streams inspiring Kshatriyaa with fear, and perished. And in consequence of 
various carnivorous creatures, O tiger among men, roaring and yelling on all 
6idca, the field of battle became terrible like the domains of the king of dead. 
And innumerable headless trunks rose up on all sides. And terrible creatures, 
gorging on flesh and blood, and drinking blood and drinking fat, O Biurata, 
began to dance around. And crows and vulture* and cranes, gratified with 
fat and marrow and other animal humours and flesh, were seen to move 
nKmit in glee. They, however, 0 king, that were heroes, casting off all fear 
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which is so difficult of being cast off, am! observing the vow ot warriors* 
fearlessly did their duty. Indeed, on lliat field where countless arrows and 
darts coursed through the air, and which was crowded with carnivorous 
creatures of diverse kind--, brave warriors careered fearlessly, displaying 
tbeir prowess. Addressing one another, O Bharat*, they declared their* 
names and families And many amongst them, declaring the names of 
their sires and families, O lord, began to crush one another, O king, with 
darts and lances and battle-axes. During the progress of that fierce and 
awful battle, the Kaurova army became strcngthlcss and unable to bear up 
any longer like a foundered vesvd on the bosom of the ocean ' w 



SECTION LItl. 

“Sunjaya said,— ‘During the pragrea of that battle in which so many 
Kshatriyas sank down, llw loud twang of CamUm, O rirc, was heard above 
the din, on that spot, O king, wlvere th* son of Pandu vai engaged in 
slaughtering the SmmSQfUka^ the Kocalas* and the Narayana forces. F iled 
with rage and longing for victory, the SamtafUakat^ in that battle, began tu 
pour showers of arrows on ArjunaT head. The puissant Partin, Ivon ever, 
quickly checking those arrowy showers, O king, plunged into that battle, and 
began to stay many foremost of car-warriors. Plunging into the midst of that 
division of cars writli tins aid of bis whetted shaft* equipt with A'mIt feathers, 
Partita came upon Sacarman of excellent weipuns. That form mat of car* 
warriors poured on Arjtma thick showers of arrows. Meanwhile the 
Simsa^/uAits also covered P.irtha with their shaft*. Then Su carman, piercing 
Partita with ten sh ifts, struck Janarddana with three in the right arm. With a 
hroad-hc tded arr< w then, O sire, he (Herced the standard of Arjuna. There- 
upOO that foremost of apes, of huge dimensions the handiwork uf the 
celestial artificer himself, began to utter loud sounds and roared very fiercely, 
af righting thy troop® Hearing the roars of the ape, thy army became inspired 
with fear. Indeed, under the influence of a great fear, that army became 
perfectly inactive. That army then, as it stood inactive, O king, looked 
beautiful like the Ckaitraratha forest with its flowery burthen of diverse 
kir-ds. Then those warriors, recovering their senses* O chief of the Kurus, 
oegan to drench Afjuna with their arrowy dowopours like the clouds drenching 
the mountains. Then all of them encompassed the great car of the Pandava. 
Assailing him, they uttered bud mars, although all the while they were being 
struck and slaughtered with sharp shafts. Assailing his steeds, his car wheels, 
his car-shaft, and every other limb of his vehicle, with great force* O sire/ thuy 
uttered many leonine roars. Same among them seized the massive arms of 
Kecava, and some among them, O king, seized Partha himself with great 
joy u be stood on his car. Then Kecava, shaking bts aims on the field of 
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tattle, threw down all those tlMt had seized them, like a wicked elephant 
shaking down all the rider* from his back. Then Partba, encompassed by 
those great car- warriors, and beholding his car assailed and Kecara attacked in 
that manner, became filled with rage, and overthrew a large number of car- 
warriors and foot-soldiers. And l>c covered all the combatants that were close 
to him with many arrows that were fit for close encounters. Addressing 
Kecava then, he said, — Behold, O Krishna, O thou of mighty arms, these 
countless Samiaptakas engaged in accomplishing a fearful task although 
slaughtered in thousands I O bull amongst the Yadus, there is none on Harth, 
save myself, that would be able to bear such a close attack on his car.^ 
Having said these words, Vibtattu blew his conch. Then Krishna aUu blew 
his conch filling the welkin with its blare. Hearing that blare, the army of 
the SoMsaptahas began to waver, O king, and became inspired with great 
fright. Then that slayer of hostile heroes, via., the son of Pandit, paralysed 
the legs of the Snmsapinkat by repeatedly invoking, O monarch, the weajx>n 
called j V aga. Thus tied with those foot-tying bonds by the high-aouled son 
of Pandu, all of them stood motionless, 0 king, as if they had been petrified. 
The son of Pandu then began to slay those motionless warriors like Indro in 
days of yore slaying tin: Daityai in the battle with Taraka. Thus slaughtered 
in that battle, they set the car free, and coramenoed to throw down all 
their weapons. Ticir legs being paralysed, they could nut, O king, move a 
step. Then Partha slew them with his straight arrows. Indeed, all thoso 
warriors, in that battle, aiming at whom Partha bad invoked that foot-tying 
weapon, had their lower limbs encircled with snakes. Then the mighty car* 
warrior Sueur nun, O monarch, beholding his army thus paralysed, quickly 
invoked the we.ajvm called Saufama. Thereupon numerous birds began to 
come down and devour those snakes. The Utter again, at sight of rangers 
of the sky, began, O king, to fly away. Freed from that foot-tying weapon, the 
SamsaftaAxi force, O monarch, looked like the Sun himself giving light unto 
oil creatures, when freed from clouds. Thus liberated, those warriors once 
more shot their arrow*. O sire, and hurled their weapons at Arjuna's car. 
And all of them pierced Partha with numerous weapons Cutting off with 
his own arrowy downpour that shower of mighty weapons, Vasuva’s son, that 
■layer of hostile heroes, began to slaughter those warriors. Then Sucaruian, 
O king, with a straight arrow, pierced Arjuna in the chest, and then he 
pierced him with three other shafts. Deeply pierced therewith, and feeling 
great pain, Arjuna sat down on the terrace of his car. Then all the 
troops loudly cried out, ssying f — Fxtrlha is slain ! — At this, the blare 
of conchs, and the peal of drums, and the sound of diverse musical 
instruments, and loud leonine shouts, arose there. Recovering his 
senses, Partha of immeasurable soul, owning white steeds and having 
Krishna for his driver, speedily invoked the AinJra weapon. Then 
thousands of arrows, O sire, issuing from that weapon, were seen on all 
aides to slay kings and elephants. And steeds and cars, in hundreds 
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and thousands, were also seen to be slaughtered in that battle, with those 
weapons. Then while the troops were thus being slaughtered, a great tear 
entered the hearts of all the .'uimiaftaJkas and the Gofutai, O Bbarata ! 
There was no roan aroungst them that could fight with Arjema. Therein 
the very sight of all the heroes, Arjuna began to destroy thy troops. 
Beholding that slaughter, all of them remained perfectly inactive, without 
putting forth their prowess. Then the son of Pandu, having aUm full ten 
thousand combatants in that battle, looked resplendent, O monarch, like 
a blazing fire without smoke. And then he slew full fourteen thousand 
warriors, and three thousand elephants. Then the Samsaftakas once more 
encompassed Dhananjaya, making death or victory their goal. The battle 
then that took place there between thy warriors and tliat mighty hero, 
via, the diadem-decked son of Pandu, became awful.*' 



SECTION UV 

"Sanjaya said,— 'Then Kritavannan, and Kripa, and the son of Drona 
and the Suva's son, O sire, and Uluka, and Suvala’s son (Cakum), and the 
king himself, with his uterine brothers, beholding the (Kuru) army, afflicted 
with the fear of Pandu’s son, unable to stand together like a vessel wreck- 
ed on the ocean, endeavoured to rescue it wilh great speed. For a short 
space of time, O Blurata, the battle that unce more took place became 
exceedingly fierce, enhancing as it did the fears of the timid and the joy 
of the brave. The dense showers of arrows shot in that battfu by Kripa, 
thick as flights of locusts, covered the Srinjayas. Then Cikhandin, filled 
with rage, speedily proceeded against the son of Gotanu and poured upon 
that bull amongst Dr alumna* bis arrowy downjxiura from all sides. Acquaint- 
ed with the highest weapons Kripa then checked that arrowy downpour, and 
wralhfully pierced Cikhandin with ten arrows in that battle. Then Cikhandin 
filled with rage, deeply pierced Kri|>a, in dial encounter, with seven 
straight arrows cquipt with Kank* feathers. The twice-born Kripa then, 
that great car warrior, deeply pierced with those keen arrows, deprived 
Cikhandin of his steeds, driver and car. Jumping down from his steedlcss 
vehicle, the mighty cax-waxaiur (Cikhandin) rushed impetuously at tbc 
Brahman, luring taken up a sword and a shield. As the Panchala prince 
advanced, Kripa quickly covered him with many straight arruws in that 
encounter, which seemed exceedingly wunderfuL Indeed, exceedingly 
wonderful was the sight that wc then beheld, even like the flying of rocks, 
for Cikhandin, O king, (thus assailed), remained perfectly inactive in that 
batik; Beholding Cikhandin covered (with arrows) by Kripa, O best of the 
kings the mighty car warrior Dhrishudyumna ape^ily |*oceeded against Kripa. 
Tire great car-warrior Kritavarrnan, however, rushing impetuoudy, received 
Dbrisbtadyumna as the latter proceeded against tbc son of Caradwat Then 
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Drona's son checked Yodhi&hthtra as tho Utter, with his son anil troops, 
was rushing towards tho car of Caradwat's son. Thy son Duryodhana, 
shooting a shower of arrows, received and clicked Nakula and Saliadevu, 
time two gTcat car warriors endued with celerity. Karoo, too, otherwise 
called Vaikartana, O BharaU, in dial battle, resisted Ulumasena, and tho 
Kaiuslas, tlie Kaikayas, and the Srinjay&s. Meanwhile Caradwat's son, in 
tlut battle, O sire, with great activity, xj>ed many arrows at Okhandin, 
as if for tins purpose of burning him outright Hie Panchala prince, 
however, whirling hi* sword repeatedly, cut off all those arrows, decked 
with gold, that lad been sped at him by Kripa from all sides. 
r n»c son of Gotarvu then quickly cut off with his arrows the 
shield of Prishau's sun, that was decked with hundred moons. At this 
feat of his, the troo|xi made a luud uproar. Deprived of Ins shield, O 
monarch, and [daced under Kripa's |w>wcr Cikhandin still rushed, sword, 
in hand, (towards Kripa), like a sick man towards the jaws of Death. Then 
Sukctu the son of Chitraketu, O king, quickly proceeded towards the 
mighty Cikhandin plunged into such distress and assailed in that manner 
by Kri|ia with Ins arrows. Indeed, tiki young prince ul imiuca&uxaldc 
soul niihcd towaids the car of Gotama’s son and poured upon tlie 
Itrahmana, in that battle, innumerable shafts of great keen oca* Behold- 
ing that Brahman* observant of vows thus engaged in battle (with another), 
Cikhandin, O best of kings, retreated lustily from that spot. Meanwhile 
Suketu. 0 king, forcing the son of Gouma with nine arrows, once more 
pwrceed him with seventy and again with three. Then tlie prince, O sire, 
cut off Kri|«as flow with arrow fixed thereon, and wiili another 
shaft slrurk hard the latter's driver in a vital limb. The son of Gotarua 
then, tilled with rage, took up a new and very strong Ikiw and struck 
Suketu with thirty airuws in all his vital limbs. All his limbs exceedingly 
weakened tlie prince trembled on his excellent car like a tree Humbling 
exeediogly during an earthquake. With a raxur-headed arrow then, Kripa 
struck off from tho prince's trunk, while the latter was still trembling, 
his 1>c ad decked with a pnir of blazing car rings and hcad-jwotectof. That 
head thereupon fell down on the Karlh tike a piece of meat from the 
claws of a lawk, and then his trunk also fell down, O thou of great glory ! 
Upon the fall of Suke’u, 0 monarch, his tnops became frightened, and 
avoiding Krijxi, fled away on all sides. 

*' •Kncom pissing the mighty Dhri&htadyuvnna, Kritavarmati cheerfully 
addressed hint: saying, —Wait, Wait !— The encounter then that took plane 
between the Vrishni and tlie Panchala warriors in flat battle bccama 
exceedingly fierce, like that between twu hawks, O king, fora piece of meat. 
Filled with rage, Dhrishtadyiimna, in Out battle, struck the son of Hridika 
with nine arrows in the chest, and succeeded in afflicting him greatly. 
Then Kritavarm&n, thus deeply stiuck hy Prishata's son in that encounter, 
covered his assailant, his sleuds, and his car with his shafts. Thus shroud* 
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ed. O king, along with his car, Dhrisbtadyurnna became invisible like the 
Sun shrouded by rain-charged clouds. Raffling all those shafts decked 
with gold, DhrishUdyumna, O king, looked resplendent in that battle 
in his wounds. The commander of the Pandava forces, viz., the 
son of Prishata, then, filled with rage, approached Kritavarman and pour- 
ed upon him a fierce shower of arrows. The son of Ifridika, however, in 
that battle, with many thousands of his nwn arrows, destroyed that fierce arrowy 
shower coursing towards him with great impetuosity. Beholding his irresistible 
shnwer of arrows checked in that battle by Kritavarman, live son of Prishata, 
apjwoaching his antagonist began to resist him. And soon he despatched 
KriUvarman’fl driver to Yanu’s abode with a brnad-lvcaded arrow of great 
sharpness. Deprived of life, the driver fell down from the car. The 
mighty Dhrishtadyunma, having vanquished bis mighty antagonist, began 
then to resist the Kauraras with shafts, without luring a moment. Then 
thy warriors, O king, rushed towards Dhrishudyumna, uttering luud leonine 
roars. At this, a battle once more took place between them.' N 



SECTION LV. 

•‘Sanjaya arid, — ‘Meanwhile the son of Drona, beholding Yudliishthira 
protected by the grandson of ('ini and by the heroic sons of the Draupudi, 
cheerfully advanced against the king, scattering many fierce arrows equip! 
with wings of gold and whetted on stone, and displaying divers- mamevrrs 
of his car and the great skill he had acquired and his exceeding lightness 
of hands. He filled the entire welkin with shafts inspired with the force 
of celestial weapons. Conversant with all weapons, Drona' s son encompassed 
Yadbiihthira in that battle. The welkin being covered with the shafts 
of Drona's son, nothing could be 9cen. The vast space in front of Aswat- 
tha man became one expanse of arrows. The welkin then, tUuE covered 
with that dense shower of arrows decked with gold, looked beautiful, O 
chief of the Bharatas, as if a canopy embroidered with gold had been spread 
there. Indeed, the firmament, O king, having been rovcTcd with that 
bright shower of arrow*, a shadow, as that of the clouds, appeared there on 
the occasion. Wonderful was the sight that we then beheld when the sky 
had thus become one expanse of arrows, for nut one creature ranging 
the sky could course through his element Then Satyaki, though struggl- 
ing resolutely, and Pandu's son king Yudhi&thtra, the Just, as also all the 
other warriors, could not display their prowess. Beholding live great lightness 
of hands displayed by the son of Drona, the mighty car-warriors (of the 
Pan da v a army) were Ailed with wonder. All the kings became incapable 
of even looking at Acwatthxman, 0 monarch, wlvo then resembled the 
scorching Sun himself in the sky. While the (Paxidava) troops were tlius 
being slaughtered, those mighty car-warrioTS, via., the eons of Draupodi, 
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and Satyaki, and king Yudhishthira, ttvc jut?, and tbc|Panchaia warrior*, all 
uniring together, cast off their fears of death and rushed against the son 
of Drona. Then Satyaki, piercing the son of Drooa with seventy arrows, 
once more pierced him with seven long shafts decked with gold. Ami 
Yudhishthira pierced him with three and seventy arrows, and Pralivindya 
with seven ; and Crutakarman par reed him with three arrows and Crtlfak rti 
with five. And Sutasoma pierced him with nine arrows, and Catanika 
with seven. And many other heroes pierced him with many arrowB from 
every side. Filled then with rage and breathing, O king, like a snake of 
virulent poison, Drona's son pierced Satyaki in return with five and twenty 
anowi whetted on stone. And he pierced Cnitakirti with nine arrnws and 
Sutasoma with five ; and with eight arrows he pierced Crutakurman, and 
Pralivindya with threw. And he pierced Catanika with nine arrows, and 
Dharma’* son (Yudbtshtbixa) with five. And each of live other warriors ho 
pierced with a oouple of shafts. With some keen arrows he then cut off 
tho bow of Crutakirti. The latter then, that great car-warrior, taking up 
another bnw, pierced Drona's son, first with three arrows and then with 
many others equip* with slurp points. Then, O monarch, the son of Drona cover- 
ed, the Panda va troops, O sire, with thick showers of arrows, O bull of Uharata's 
race. Of immeasurable soul, tho son of Drona, next, smiling the while, 
cut off the bow of king Yudhishthira, tho just, and (lien pierced him with 
three arrows. The ton of Dharma then, O kin^ taking up another formidable 
bow, pierced Drona's sou with seventy arrows in the arms and the chert. 
Then Satyaki, filled with rage in that battle, cut off the how of Drona's 
son, that great smitcr, with a sharp crescent shaped arrow and uttered a 
loud roar. His bnw cut oft, that foremost of mighty men vis , the son of Drona, 
quickly felled Satyaki’* driver from his car with a dart. The valiant son 
of Druiu then, taking up another bow, covered the grandson of Cini, O 
Bbarata, with a shower of arrows. His driver having been slain, Satyaki’* steeds 
were seen to run hither and thither, O Bharata, in that battle. Then the Pandava 
warriors headed by Yudhishthira, strutting sharp shafts, all rushed with 
impetuosity towards Drona’s son, that foremost of all wielder* of weapons. That 
scorcher of foes, however, via., the sun of Drona, beholding those warriors 
wrathfully advancing against him, received them all in that dreadful battle. 
Then like a fire in the forest consuming heaps of dry grass and Btraw, that 
mighty car-warrior, vix., Drona's son, having showers of arrows for his 
flames, consumed the Pandava troops in that battle, who resembled a heap 
of;dry grassland straw. - That army of Pandu's son, thus scorched by the 
son of Drona, became exceedingly agitated, O chief of die BluraU*, like 
tli* mouth of a river by a whale. People then, O monarch, beholding the 
prowess of Drona’* son, regarded all the Pandsvas as already slain by him. 
Then, Yudhishthira/ that great car warrior and dticiple of Drona,* filled 
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with r«ge and the desire to reUfiate, addresseJ Drones son, «iyiog— <J tiger 
among men, thou hast no affection, thou hast no gratitude, siinv thou 
deadest to slay me to-day ! The duties o f a llrahmana arc asceticism and 
gift and study. The biw should he hent by liie Kshatriya only 2 It seems, 
therefore, that thou art a brahma na in name only I In thy very tight, 
however, O thou of mighty arms I will vanquish the Kauravas in battle. 
Do what thou canst in bailie. 1 tell thee that thou art a wretch amongst 
Brahmanaa ! — Tims addressed, '.he ton of Drona, smiling, and reflecting 
upon what was proper and true, gave no reply. Without saying anything, 
he covered the son of jundu m that battle with a shower of arrows 
like the Destroyer, himself, in wrath while engaged in annihilating 
creatures. Thus covered by buna's sun, O sire, the son of Pritlui quickly 
went away fmm that spot, leaving that large division of his. Alter 
Yudhisiilhira, the son of Dliarma, had gone away, the liighsoulcd son of 
I>runa, also, O king, Idt that spot. Then Yudhishthira, O king, avoiding 
the eon of Diona in that great battle, iwocccded against thy army, resolved to 
achieve the cruel U,k of slaughter. 



SECTION LVI. 

Sanjaya said— 'Meanwhile VikarUna, himself, Resisting llhimaacna suppor- 
led by the Panchalas and the Qiedis and Hie Kaikayas, covered him with 
many arrows. In tin: very sight of Bhima&cna, Karna slew in that battle 
many mighty car- warriors among the Chedit*, the Karushas, and the Srinjayas. 
Then Hhimasena, avoiding Kama, that best of cur-wairiurs, proceeded 
against the Kaurava troops like a blazing fire towards a heap of dry 
grass. The Suta’s son also, in tliat hattle, began to slay the mighty bowmen 
amongst the Panchalas, the Kaikays, and the Sfiii)ayat, in thousands!. Indeed, 
the three mighty car-warriors, viz , Parlh* and Vnkodara and Kama, 
began to exterminate the SamtaffaAar, the Knmtias, and the Panchalas, 
respectively. In consequence of thy evil policy, O king, all those Kubatriyas, 
scorched with excellent shafts by those three great warriors, began to lie 
exterminated in that IxUlle. Then Duryodhana, O chief of the Bharat**, 
filled with rage, pierced Sakula and his four steeds with nine arrows. 
Of immeasurable bouJ, thy son next, O ruler of men, cut off the golden 
standard of Sahadeva with a razor-faced sludt. Filled with wrath, Nakufcl 
then, O king struck tliy ion with three and seventy arrows in that battle, 
and Sahadeva struck him with five. Each of those foremost warriors of 
Bharata’s race and foremost of all bowmen, was struck by Duryodhana in 
rage with five arrows. With a couple uf broad headed arrows then, he cut 
off the bows of both those warriors ; and then he suddenly pierced each of the 
twins with three and seventy arrows. Taking up then two other beautiful 
and foremost of bows each of which resembled the bow of Indra himself, 
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those two heroes looked beautiful like a pair of celestial youths in that 
battle. Then those two brothers, both endued with great activity in battle, 
poured upon their cousin, O king, ceaseless showers of terrible shafts like 
two masses of clouds pouring rain upon a mountain breast. Thereupon 
thy son, that great car-warrior, O king, filled with rage, resisted those two 
great bowmen, via., the twin sons of Pandu, with showers of winged 
arrows. The bow of Duryndhana in that battle, O Bharata, seemed to be 
continuously drawn into a circle, and shafts seemed to issue from it 
ceaselessly on all sides. Covered with Duryodhana’t shafts, the two sons 
of Pandu ceased to shine brightly, like the Sun and the Moon in the 
firmament, divested of splendour, when shrouded by masses of clouds. 
Indeed, those arrows, O king, equips with wings of gold and whetted 
on stone, covered all the points of the compass like the rays of the Sun, 
Wien the welkin was thus shrouded and all that was seen was one uniform 
expanse of the Destroyer, himself, at the end of the Yvg a. Beholding, 
on the other hand, the prowess of thy son, the great car-warriors all 
regarded the twin sons of Madri to he in the presence of Death. The 
commander then, O king, of the Pandava army, vix„ the mighty car-warrior 
Par shat a, proceeded to tliat spot where Dtiryodhana was. Transgressing 
those two great car -warriors, vis , the two brave sons of Madri, Dhrishta- 
dyumna began to resist thy son with his shafts. Of immeasurable soul, 
that bull among men, via., thy son, filled with the desire to retaliate, and 
smiling the while, pierced the prince of PonckaU with five and twenty 
arrows. Of immeasurable soul and filled with the desire to retaliate, thy 
son once more pierced the prince of panchala with sixty shafts and once 
again with fire, and uttered a hiud roar. Then the king, with a sharp 
razor- faced arrow, cat off. in that battle, O sire, the how with arrow fixed 
thereon and the leathern fence of his antagonist. Casting aside that broken 
bow, the prince of Panchala. that crusher uf foes quickly took up another 
bow that was new and capable of bearing a great strain. Biasing with 
impetuosity, and with eyes red as blood from rage, the great bowman 
Dbrishtadyumna, with many wounds on his person, looked resplendent on his 
car. Desirous of slaying Duryodhana, O chief of the Bharatax, the Panchala 
hero sped five and ten cloth yard shafts that resembled hissing snakes. 
Those shafts, whetted on stone and equip! with the feathers of KanJkai and 
peacocks, cutting through the armour, decked with gold, of the king, passed 
through bis body and entered the Earth in consequence of the force with 
which they had t»cen shot. Deeply pierced, O monarch, thy son looked 
exceedingly beautiful like a gigantic. Kincuka in the season of spring with 
its flowery weight. His armour pierced with those shafts, and all hi* limb* 
rendered exceedingly infirm with wounds, he became filled with rage and 
cut ofT I >hrishtadyumfu’s how with a bmad-hcadcd arrow. Having cut off 
his assailant's bow, the king then, O monarch, witii great speed, struck 
him with ten shafts un the forehead between the two eyebrows. Those 
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shafts, jx>li*h-d by the hands of tl>e smith, adorned Dhrishtadyumna's face 
like a number of bees, desirous of honey, adorning a full-blown lotus. Thro- 
wing aside thas broken bow, the high-touted Dhrishtadyumna quickly took up 
another, and with it, sixteen broad-headed arrows. With five he slew the four 
steeds and the driver of Duryodhuna, and he cut off, with another, His bow 
decked with gold With the remaining ten shafts, the son of Pnsluta cut off 
the car with the ufa*hkar* % the umbrella, die dart, the sword, the mare, and 
the standard of thy son. Indeed, all the kings t>eheUl the beautiful stand- 
ard of the Kuru king, decked with golden Angodhvi and bearing the device of 
an elephant worked in Jewels, cut off hy the prince of Che Panchala*. Then 
the uterine brothers of Dur) udhana, 0 bull of Bbirata’s race, rescued the 
earless Duryodhana wlio had all his weajjons, besides, cut <tB in that battle, 
la the very sight of Dhrishtadyumna, Drodhai^, O monarch, causing dial ruler 
of men to ride upon his car, quickly bore him away from die battle. 

" Meanwhile the mighty Kama, having vanquished Sat yak i and desirous of 
rescuing the (Kum) king, proceeded straight against the face of Droua’s 
•layer, that warrior of fierce shafts. The grandson of Cini, however, quickly 
pursued him from behind, striking him with his arrows, like an elephant 
pursuing a rival and sinking him at the hinder limbs with his tusks. 
Tbco, O Bharata, fierce became the luutle that raged between the high- 
sotiled warriors of die two armies, in the space that intervened between 
Rama and the son of Prisbata. Nut a single oombatant of either the 
Pandava* or ourselves turned his face from the battle. Then Kama 
proceeded against the Panel ia la* with great speed. At tlut ho ut when the 
Sun hod ascended the meridian, great slaughter, O best of men, of elephants 
and steeds am! men, took place on both sides. The Panchala*, O king, 
inspired with the (Wit of victory, all rushed with speed against Kama like 
birds towards a tree. The son of Adhiratha, nf great energy, filled with 
rage, began from their front to strike those PanchaUs, with the keen 
points of his shafts, singling out their leaders, viz., Vyaghraketu and 
Sucarman and Chilr* and Ugrayudha and Jay* and Cukla and Roc Hu- 
mana and the invincible Singhasena. Those l*croes, s|>ccdily advancing 
with their cars, encompassed that foremost of men, and poured their 
shafts upon that angry warrior, vis,, Kartu, that ornament of battle. That 
furemost of men, endued with great valour, viz., the son of Radha, 
afflicted those eight heroes engaged in battle with eight keen shafts. The 
Suu’s sort, iiosaessed of great prowess, O king, then slew nuny thousands 
of other warrior* skilled in fight. Filled with rage, the son of Radtu then 

slew Jishnu, and Jishnukarmnn, and Dcvapi, O king, iri that hattle, and 

Qiitia, and Chitrayudlia, and Mari, and Singhnkcta, and Rochamana, 
and the great car- warrior Calabha, and many car-warriors among the 

Chcdis. Bathed in blood, the form of Adhiratba's son, while he was 

engaged in taking the lives of those heroes, himself. There, O Bharata, 
elephants, assailed with arrows by Kama, fted away on all sides in fear 
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and mused a great agitation on the field of battle. Others assailed with 
the shafts of Kama, uttered diverse cries, and fell dawn like mountains 
riven with thunder. With the fallen bodies of elephants and steeds and 
men and with fallen can, the Earth became strewn along the track of 
Kama's car. Indeed, neither Bbishma, nor Drona, nor any other warrior of 
thy army, had ever achieved such feats as were then achieved by Kama in that 
battle. Amongst elephants, amongst steeds, amongst cars, and amongst 
men, the Suta's son caused u very great carnage, O tiger among men. As a 
lion is seen tu career learlessly amon* a herd of deer, even so Kama careered 
fearlessly among the Panchalas. As a lion rotnclh a herd of terrified deer to 
All points uf the compass, even so Kama routed those throngs of Panchala 
cars iu all sides. At deer that have approached the jaws of a lion, can never 
esc Ape with life, even to those great car-warriors that approached 
Kama could not escape with their lives. As people are certainly burnt if 
they come in contact with a blaring fire, even to the Srinjay&s, 
O Bharata, were burnt by the Karna-firc when they came in contact 
with it. Many warriors among the Cbedis and the Panchalas, O Bharata, that 
were regarded by heroes, were slain by ihe single-handed Kama in that battle 
who fought with them, proclaiming his name in every instance. Beholding the 
pruwess of Kama, O king, I thought that a single Panchala even would not, 
in that tattle, escape from the son of Adhiratha. Indeed, the Suta's eon, in 
that tattle, repeatedly routed the Panchalas. 

M ‘Beholding Kama thus slaughtering the PAncbalas in that dreadful battle, 
kin^ Yudhishtbira, the just, rushed in wrath towards him. Dhrislitadyumna and 
the sons uf Draupadi a. so, O sire, and hundreds ol warriors, encum passed that 
slayer of futu vi* , the son of Radta. And Ciktandin, and Satadeva, and 
NakuU, and NakuU’s son, and Janainejaya, and the grandson of Cini, and 
innuiuerulile Praoliadrakas, — these, endued with immeasurable energy,— 
advancing with Dhrithladyunina in their van, limited magnificent as they 
struck Kama with shafts and diverse weapons. Like Gamda falling upon 
a huge number nf since*, the son of Adhiratha, sing* handed, fell upon all 
iIkhc Chedi* and Panchalas and Pandava* in that encounter. The battle that 
took place between them and Karna, O monarch, became exceedingly fierce 
like thin which had occurred in days of uld between tta gods and the Dan*9as. 
Like the Sun dispelling the surrounding darkness, Kama fearlessly and alone 
encountered all those great bowmen united together and pouring upon him 
repeated showers of arrows. While the son of Radta was thus engaged with 
the Pandavas, Bhimasen.i, filled with rage, began to slaughter the Kurus with 
shafts, every one of wlncii resembled like lord ol YamJL That great bowman, 
fighting single- hand.r.J with the Valhikas, and the Kaikayai, the Mataays, 
the VjMAtas the Madras, and Stind haras, looked exceedingly resplendent. 
There, elephants, mailed in their vital limbs by Bhima with his clothyard 
shafts foil down, with their riders slain, making the Earth tremble with the 
violence ol their fall Steeds also, with their riders stain, and foot-soldiers 
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deprived of life, lay down, pierced with arrows and vomiting blood in large 
quantities. Car-warriors in thousands fell down, their weapons loosened from 
their hands. Inspired with the fear uf Bhima, they lay deprived of life, their 
bodies mangled with wounds. The Earth berame strewn with car-warriors and 
horsemen and elephant-men and drivers and foot-soldiers and steeds and ele- 
phants all mangled with the shafts uf Bhimasena. Thu army of Uuryodhana, 
king, cheerless and mangled and afflicted with the fear of Bhimasena, stood 
as if slu pitied. Indeed, that melancholy host stood motionless in that 
dreadful battle like the Ocean, O km/, during a calm in autumn. Stupified did 
that host stand even like the Ocean in a calm. However endued with wrath and 
energy and might, the army of thy son then, divested of its pride, lost all its 
splendour. Indeed, that host, whilst thus being slaughtered,* became dren- 
ched with gore ami seemed to bathe in blood. Tin; combatants, O chief of the 
BhuraUs, drenched with blood, were heen to approach and slaughter one 
another. The Suta’s ton, filled with rage, routed the Fandava division, while 
Bhintvsrna in rage ruuted the Kurus. And both of them, while thus employed, 
looked exceedingly resplendent. During the progress of tliat fierce battle 
filling the spectators with wonder, Arjuna, that foremost of victoriojg persons, 
having slain a large number of Samuif* lukat in the midst of their array, add* 
reused Vasudeva, saying. — This struggling force of Samsaftakai, O Jarur 
ddana, is broken I Tho.;e great car-wairioct amongst the Samiafitakas are 
flying away with their followers, unable to bear my shafts like deer unable tu 
liear the roar of the lion I The vast force of the Srinjay&t also seems tu 
break in this great battle 1 There that banner uf the intelligent Kama, bearing 
the device of the elephant’s rope, O Krishna, is seen in the midst of 
Yudhishthira's division, where he is careering with activity I Tim cither great 
car-warriors ( of our army ) are incapable of vanquishing Kama I Thou 
kixiwest that Kama is possessed of great energy as regards pfomsa in 
bit tie ! Proceed thither where Kama is routing our forces I Avoiding 

( other warriors ) in battle, proceeded against the Sou's son, that mighty car- 
warm* f This is what I wish, O Krishns I Dot however, that which thou 
hkeu ! — Hearing these wurds of his, Govmda smiled, and addressing Arjuna, 
laid,— Slay the Kauravas, O son of Pandu, without delay I — Then those steeds 
white as s«an>, urged by Govmda, and bearing Krishna and the son uf Pandu 
penetrated thy vast force. Indeed, thy host broke on all sides as those white 
steeds in trappings of gold, urged by Kecava, penetrated into its midst. That 
ape-bannered car, the clatter of whose wheels resembled the deep roar of the 
clouds and whose flags waved on the air, penetrated into the lk>st like a celestial 
car passing through the welkin. Kecava and Arjuna. filled with rage, and 
with eyes rod as blood, as they penet rated, piercing through thy vast host, 
looked excodingly resplendent in their Bplendour. Both delighting in battle, 
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a a those twu heroes, challenged by the Kurus, came tn the field, they 
looked like the twin Acwins invoked with | roper riles in a sacrifice by the 
officiating priests. Filled with rage, the impetuosity of those twr. tigers 
nmung men increased like that of two elephants in 1 large forest, enraged at 
the claps of hunters. Having penetrated into the midst of that car-force and 
those bodies of horse, Ph.dg.m* careered irithin those divisions like the 
Destroyer, himself, armed with the fatal noose. Beholding him put forth such 
prowess within his army, thy son, O Bharat a, once more urged tike Samsap/ 4 ' 
Aits against him. Thereupon, with a thousand cars, and three hundred 
elephants, anil fourteen thousand horses, and two hundred thousands of foot- 
soldiers armed with the how, endued with gr -at courage, of sureties! of aim 
anil COO v et san t with all the ways of battle, the leaders nf the SamtaffriAits 
rushed [from every side]* towards die son of Knnti [in that great hattle]f 
covering the P.indava, O monarch, with showers of arrows from all sides. 
Thus covered with shafts in that battle, Panha, that grinder of hostile 
forces, exhibited himself in a fierce form like the Destroyer, himself, armed 
with the noose . While engaged in slaughtering the Samuiptakai, Partha 
became a worthier object of sight to all. Then the welkin became filled with 
shafts decked with gold and po«*e*Md of the effulgence <.f lightning that were 
ceaselessly shot by the diadem-decked Arjum. Indeed, everything, completely 
shrouded with mighty shaft* sped from Arjuna's anus and falling ceaselessly 
all around, looked resplendent, O bird, as if covered with snake*. The 
sun of Pandu, of immeasurable soul, shot on all sides Ids straight shafts eefuipt 
with wings of gold and furnished wiih keen points. In consequence of tike 
«>uiid of Part ha's palms, people thought that the Kxrth, or the vault of the 
welkin, or aJI the points of the etimpiss, or the several oceans, or the moun- 
tain* seemed to split Having slain ten thousand Khlatriyas, Kumi’s sun, 
dial might) c if-warrior, then quickly proceeded to the further wing of the 
SamsaptaAti*' Requiring tu that further wing which was proterted by live 
KamvuJ.i>, Partha began to grind it fnrciblv with his arrows like Vasava 
grinding the Dan<xv*it. With broad-headed arrows he began to quickly cat off 
the arms, with weapons in gra^p, and also the heads, of foes longing to 
slay him. Deprived of diverse limb*, and of weapons, they began to full 
down cm the Ftrth, like trees of many houghs broken by a hurricane. While 
he was engaged in thus slaughtering ele| bants and steeds and car- warn nr* and 
f • iiit-soldier*, the younger brother of Sudak-I.in ( the chief of the Kamvojas) 
began to pour showers of arrows 00 him. With a couple of crescent shaped 
arrows, Arjuna Ilian cut off die twu arms, looking like spiked msec* of his 
striking assailant, and then bis head graced wiln a face as beautiful as the full 
moon, with a razor-beaded arrow Deprived of life, he fell down from Ins 
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vehicle, his body bathed in blood, like the thunder-riven summit of a 
mountain of red arsenic. Indeed, people saw the tall and exceedingly 
handsome younger brother of Sudaksliina, the chief of the Kamvojas, of 
eyes resembling lotus petals, slain and fall down like a column of (■old 
or like a summit of the golden Snraeru. Then commenced a battle 
there once more that was fierce and exceedingly wonderful The condi- 
tion of the struggling combatants varied repeatedly. Each slain with a 
single arrow, and combatant! of the Kamvuja, the Yavaru, and ti c Caka 
races, fell down bathed in blood, upon which the whole field of battle 
became one expanse of red, O monarch I In conscience of car-warriors 
deprived of steeds and drivers, and steeds deprived of riders, and ele- 
phants deprived of riders, and riders deprived of elephants, battling with 
one another, O king, a great carnage took place* When the wing and 
the further wing uf the Samiaftakas had tints been exterminated hy 
Savyasachin, the son of Dfona quickly [woceeded against Arjuna, that 
foremost uf victorious warriors. Indeed. I Iron*’* son rtmhcd, shaking his 
formidable bow, and taking with him many terrible arrows, like the Sun, 
himself, appearing with his own ray* VV'ttli mouth wide open from rage 
and with the desire to retaliate, and with red eyes, the mighty Arwatthaman 
looked formidable like Death, himself, armed with his mace and filled with 
wrath as at the end of the Yvga.* He then shot showers of fierce shafts. 
With those shafts sped by him, he began In ruut the Pandava army. As 
soon, however, as he beheld him of Dacarha'a race on the car, O king, 
he once more sped at him, O riro, repeated showers uf fierce shafts. 
With those falling shafts, O monarch, sped hy Jlrona's son, both Krishna 
and Dhananjaya were completely shrouded on their car. Then the valiant 
Acwatthaman. with hundreds of keen arrows, stupifted both Mad ha va and 
the son of Pando in that battle. Beholding those two protectors of all 
mobile and immobile creatures thus covered with arrows, the universe of 
mobile and immobile beings uttered cries of ah and alar. Crowds of 
Siddka* and Charanas began to refuir tn that spot from every side, 
mentally uttering this prayer, via.— Let good he to all the worlds !— 
Never before, () king, did I see prowess like that of Drona’s son in that 
battle while he was engaged in shrouding the two Krishnas with shafts. 
The sound of Acwatlhaman’s how, inspiring foes with terror, was rejiea- 
Ycdly heard by us in that battle, O king, In resemble that of a roaring 
lion. While careering in that battle and striking on his left and right, 
the string of his bow looked Ix-autiful hke flashes nf lightning in the 
midst of a maw of clouds. Though endued with great firmness and light- 
new of hand, the son of Pandu, for all that, beholding the son of Drona 
then, became greatly stupified. Indeed, Arjuna then regarded his own 
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prowess to be destroyed by his high-soukd assailant The form of Acwatt- 
bainan became such in that battle that men could with difficulty j>aze at 
it Daring the progress of that dreadful battle between Drona's son and 
the Pandava, during that time when the mighty sun of Drona, O monarch, 
thus prevailed over his antagonist and the son of Kunti lost hiB energy. 
Krishna became filled with rage. Inspired with wrath he drew deep 
breaths O king, and seemed to burn with his eyes both Ar.watthaman 
and Phatguna as he looked at them repeatedly. Filled with rage, Krishna 
addressed Partha in an affectionate tone. Baying. — This, 0 Partha, that I 
behold in battle regarding tbee, is exceedingly strange, since Drona’t son, 

0 Partha, 6urpasseth thee to-day I Hast thou not now the energy and the 
might of thy arms thou hadBt before ? Hast tbou not that Gamditm still 
in thy hands, and dost thou not stay on thy car now ? Are not thy 
two arms sound ? Hath thy fist suffered any hurt ? Why is it then that 

1 sec the son of Drona prevail over thee in battle ? Do not, O Partha, spare 
thy assailant, regarding bim as the son of thy preceptor, O bull of BJurata’s 
race I This is not the time for sparing hitn 1 — Thus addressed by Krishna, 
Partha speedily took up lour and ten broad headed arrows at a time when 
speed was of the highest monument, and with them he cut off Acwatt- 
haman’s bow and standard and umbrella and banners and car and dart 
and mace. With a few calf-toothed arrows he then deeply struck the son 
of Drona in the latter's shoulder. Thereupon, overcome with a deep swoon, 
Acwatthaman sat down, supporting himself on his flagstaff The latter's 
driver then, O monarch, desirous of protecting him from Dhaiunjaya, 
bore him away insensible and thus deeply afflicted by the foe. Meanwhile 
that scorcher of foes, via , V ijaya, slaughtered tby troops by hundreds 
and thousands, in the very sight of that hero, via., tby son, O sire I 
Thus, O king, in consequence of thy evil counsels, a cruel and awful 
destruction and carnage commenced as thy w amors were engaged with 
the enemy. Within a short time VibhaUu routed the Simsaftakas ; 
Vrikodara, the Kurua ; and Vasuaeoa, the Pancbalas. During the progress 
of that battle destructive of great heroes, there rose many headless trunks 
all around. Meanwhile Yudhishthira, O chief of the Bharat as, in great pain 
owing to .his wounds, retreating about two miles from the battle, rested 
himself for some time." m 




SECTION LVU. 



Sanjaya said — ,4 Then Duryodbana, O chief of Bhuratus, repanng 
to Kama, said unto him as alsn unto the ruler of ths Madras and the 
other lords of forth present there, these wordB— Without seeking hath 
this occasion arrived, when the gales of heaven have become wide open 1 
Happy arc those Kshairiyas, O Kama, that obtain such a batle ! Brave 
heroes fighting in battle with brave Kshatriyas equal to them in might 
and prowess obtain great good, O son of Radha 1 The occasion tbat 
hath come is even such l Either let these brave Kthatriyas, slaying the 
Pandavas in battle, obtain the broad Earth, or tel them, slain in battle by 
the foe, win the blessed region reserved for heroes I — Hearing these words 
of Duryodhana, those bulls among Kshatriyas cheerfully uttered loud shouts 
and beat and blew their musical instruments. When Duryodhana* B force 
became thus filled with Joy, the son of Drona, gladdening all tby warriors 
further, said, — In the very sight of all the troops, and before the eyes of you 
all, my father, after he hail laid aside his weapons, was slain by Dhlfibta* 
dyumna 1 By that wrath #hich such an an might kindle, and for the sake 
also of my friend, ye king, 1 swear truly before you all ! Listen then to that 
oath of mine ! Without slaying Dhrishtadyumna I shall not ioj! my armour ! 
If thin vow of mine be not fulfilled, let me not go to heaven ! Be it Arjuna, 
bo it Bhimascna, or be it anybudy else, whoever will come against me I will 
crush him or all of them 1 There is no doubt in this I — After Acwatthaman had 
uttered then, words, the entire Rharata army, united together, rushed against 
the Pandvaa, and the latter also rushed against the former. That collision 
of brave leaders of car-divisions, O liliarau, became exceedingly awful. A 
destruction of life then id in at the van of the Kurus and the Snnjayas, that 
resembled wbat takes place at the last great universal dissolution.* Upon the 
commencement of that passage-* t-ar ms, various (superior) beings, with the 
gods, came there, accomfKinied by the Apsarai , for beholding those foremost 
of men. Pilled with Joy, the Apsarai began to cover those foremost ol 
men devoted to ihe duties of tbeir order, with celestial garlands, with diverse 
kinds of celestial perfumes, and with divers specie? of gems. Soft winds bore 
those excellent odors to the nostrils of all the foremost of warriors. 
Having smelt those perfumes in consequence of the action of the wind, the 
warriors once more engaged in battle, and striking one another began to fall 
down on the Earth. Strewn with rr. lethal flowers, with beautiful shaft* equip* 
with wings of gold, and with many foremost of warriors, the Earth looked 
beautiful like the firmament hespdngled with myriads of stars. Then in 
consequence of cheers coming from the welkin and the noise of musical 
instruments, the furious passace-at arms distipgursbed by twang of bows and 
clatter of car-whccls and shouts of warriors became exceedingly fierce, 

* I adopt the Bombay reading. Kala-yuganta is a explained as the 
Makapralaya. — T. 

so 
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“Sanjaya said, — "Thus raged that great bailie between those lords of 
Earth when Arjuna and Kama and Bhiraatena the *»n o ( Panda became 
angry. Having vanquished the son of I>rona, and other great car-waxrk>n* 
Arjuna, O king, addressing Vasudeva, said. — Behold, 0 Krishna of mighty 
arms, the Pandava army is flying away ! Behold, Kama is slaying our great 
car -warriors in this batt r e ! I do not, O thou of DacaTha's race, see king 
Yudhishthira, the Just ! Nor is the standard of Dharmn'f son, O foremost of 
warriors, visible I The third part of the day still remained?, O Janarddana I 
No one amongst the Dharlarashtras cometh against me for fight ! For doing, 
therefore, what is agreeable to me, proceed to the spot where Yudhishthira 
i* ! Beholding Dtiarma's son safe and sound with his younger brothers in 
battle, I will again fight with the foe, O thou of Vrishni’* race f— At these 
words of Vibhatsu, Hari quickly proceeded on that car to that spot where 
king Yudhishthira, along with the mighty Srinjaya car -warriors of great strength, 
were fighting with the foe, making death their goal. During the progrocs of 
that great carnage, Govinda, beholding the field of batile, addressed Savyasachin, 
c *ying. — Behold, O Partha. great and awaful is this carnsge, O Bharata, of 
Kahatriyas on Earth for the wtke of Duryodhana ! Beliold, O Bharata, the 
gold-backed bows of slain warriors, as also their costly quivers displaced from 
their shoulders I Behold those straight shafts equip! with wings of gold, and 
those cJothyard arrows washed with oil and looking like snake? freed from their 
sloughs I Behold, O Bharata, those scimitars, decked with geld, and having 
ivory handles, and those displaced shields embossed with gold 1 Behold those 
lances decked with gold, those darts having golden ornaments, and those huge 
maces twined round with gold I Behold those swords adorned with gold, those 
axes with golden ornaments, and the beach of those battle-axe» fallen off from 
their golden handle-*. Behold those iron Kuntai % those short clubs exceedingly 
heavy, those beautiful rockets, those huge bludgeons with spiked heads, those 
disci displaced from the arras of their wiclderg, and those spears (that have 
been used) in this deadful battle 1 Endued { while living ) with great activity, 
warriors that came to battle, baring taken up diverse weapons, are lying, 
though deprived of life, as if still alive 1 Behold, thousands of warriors lying on 
the field, with limbs crushed by means of macc*, ot heads broken by means of 
heavy clubs, or torn and mangled by elephants aud steeds and cars. The 
field of battle is covered with shall* and dart* and swords and axes and 
scimitars and spiked maces and lances .and iron Kunial and battle-axes, 
and the bodies of men and steeds and elephants, hacked with many wounds 
and covered with streams of blood and deptived of life, O slayer of foes I 
The Earth looks beautiful O Bharata, with arms smeared with sandal, decked 
with Angadat of gold and with K€)'uras t and having their ends cased in 
leathern fences. With hands cased in leathern fences, with displaced ornaments, 
with severed thighs, looking like elephants' trunks, of many active warrior a 
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with fallen heads, decked with costly gems and ear-rings, of heroes having 
large expansive eyes, tbc Earth looks exceedingly beautiful I With beadles** 
trunks smeared all uver with blood, with severed limbs and beads and lips, 
the Earth looks, O best of the Bhamias, like an altar strewn with extinguish— - 
ed fire* I Behold those beautiful cars with rows of golden bells, broken in 
diverse ways, and those slain steeds lying scattered on the field, with arrows 

yet sticking to Uietr bodies ! Behold those bottoms of cart, those 

quivers those banners, ihosj divert* kinds of standards, those gigantic 

concha of car-warriors, white in hue and scattered all over the field 1 Behold 
those elephants, huge as hills, lying on the Earth, with tongues lolling out, 
and those other elephants and steeds, deprived of life and decked with trium- 
phal banners I Behold those housings of elephants, and those skins and 
blankets, and those other beautiful and variegated and torn blanket ! Behold 
those rows of bells torn and broken in diverse ways in consequence of •falling 
elephant* of gigantic size, and th ise beautiful goads set with stones of 
lapis lusuli , and those books falling upon the gruund t Behold those 

whips, adorned with gold, and variegated with gems, suit in tlse grasp of 
(slain) horsemen, and tins* blankets and skins of the Itanku deer falling 
on the ground but which had served lor seats on horse-back. Behold 
those gems for adorning the diadems of kings, and those beautiful neck- 
laces of gold, and those displaced umbrellas and yak»tail* for fanning ! 
Behold the Earth, miry with blood, strewn with the faces of heroes, 
decked with beautiful car-rings and well-cut beards and possessed of (lie 
splendoui of the moon and stars I Behold those wounded warriors in 
whom life is not yet extinct and who, lying all around, are uttering wails 
ql woe I Their relatives, O pTincc, casting aside then weapons are tendiug 
them, weeping incessantly l Having covered many wairu s with arrows 
and deprived them of life, behold, those combatants, endued with activity, 
longing for victory, and swelling with rage, are once more proceeding for 
battle against other antagonist Others aie running hither and thither on 
the field 1 Begged fur water by fallen heroes related to them, others have 
gone in quest of drink I Many, O Arjuna, are breathing their last mean- 
while 1 Returning, tlicir brave relatives, seeing them become senseless are 
throwing down the water they have brought and are running wildly, 
shouting at une another t Behold, many have died after having slaked 
their thirst, and many, O Bharat*, are dying while drinking ! Others, 
though affectionate towards relatives, still deserting ibeir dear relatives, are 
seen to rush towards fues in great bailie. Others, again, O best of men, 
biting their nether lips, and witli faces rendered terrible in consequence 
of the cuntracLun of tlicir bows, arc surveying the field all around l— 
While saying these words untu Arjuna, Vasudeva proceeded towards 
Yudhisbthira. Arjuna also, lor behold mg the king in lluit great bailie, 
repeatedly urged tsovindo, saying, — Fr*cud, Proceed I — Having shown the 
field of battle to Panba, Madbava, while proceeding quickly, slowly said 
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imto PftTtha once more,— Behold tho9C kings ru*h:ng toward! king Yudhisb- 
thira l Behold Kama, who resembles a blazing fire, on the arena of 
battle ! Yondd the raighty-bowraen Bhima is proceeding t n battle I They 
that arc the foremost among the Panchalas the Srinjayav, and the Pandavas 
— they, that is that have DhrishUdyumna for their head, — .ire following 
Bhima ! The vast army of the enemy is again broken by the r ashing 
Parthas ! Behold, O Arjuna, Kama is trying to rally the flying Kauravas ! 
Resembling the Destroyer, himself, in impetuosity and lndra, himself, in 
prowess, yonder proccedeth Drnna'* son, O thou of Kuril's rare, that hero, 
vis , who is the foremost ul all wiclders of weapons ! The mighty car-warrior 
Dhtishtadyarana is rushing against that hero ! The Sr id Jiyas arc following 
the lead of DhrWitadyumna ! Behold, the Sri n Jay a* are falling I— Thus did 
the invincible Vaaudeva describe everything unto the diadem -decked 
Arjuna Then, O king, commenced a terrible and awful battle. Loud 
leonine shouts arose as the two hosts encountered each other, O monarch, 
making death their goal. Even thus, O king, in consequence of thy evil 
counsels, did that destruction set in on Earth, O lord ot Earth, of both 
thy warriors and those of the enemy P 



SECTION LIX. 

"Sanjaya said, — “Then the Kurus and t Isc Srinjayas once mure fear- 
lessly encountered each other in hattle, the Partluu being headed by 
Yudhishlhira, and ourselves headed by the Suta’s aon« Then commenced* 
a terrible haute, making the hair to stand on end, between Kama and 
the Pandavao, tlut increased the population of Yuma's kingdom. After 
that furious hattle, producing rivers of bloud, had commenced, and when 
a remnant only of the brave Samsapiakai. O Bharat a, were left unslaugh- 
tered, Dhrishtadyumna, O monarch, with all the kings (un the Pandara 
side), and those mighty car-warriors, the Pan<Uva< themselves, all rushed 
against Kama only. Like the mountain receiving a vast body of water. 
Kama, unaided by any one received in that battle all those advancing 
warriors filled with Joy and longing for victory. Those mighty car-warriors 
encountering Kama, were beat off and broken like a mass of water heat 
back on all sides when it encounters a mountain. The battle, however, 
that took place between them and Kama made the hair stand un end. 
Then Dhrishtadyumna availed the son of Radha with a straight shaft in 
that battle, and addressing him said, — Wait, Wail !— The mighty car-warnor 
Kama, filled with rage, shook hit foremost of bows called Vijay* r, and 
cutting off the how of Dhnshtadyumna as also his arrows resembling 
snakes of virulent poison, assailed Dhnshtadyumno, himself, with nine 
snows. Those arrows, O sinless one. piercing through the goW-decked 
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armour of the high sou ted aon of Prishata, became bathed in blood and 
looked beautiful like so many coccinella. The mighty car-warrior Dhnshta- 
dyumna, casting aside that broken bow, took up another bow and a num- 
ber of shafts resembling snakes of virulent poison. With those straight 
shafts numbering seventy, he pierced Kama. Similarly, O king, Kama, 
in that battle, covered PrisbaU’* eon, that scorcher of foes, with many 
shafts resembling snake* of virulent poison. The slayer of Duma, that 
great bowman, retaliated by piercing Kama with many keen shaft* Filled 
with rage, Kama then, O monarch, sped at his antagonist a golddecked 
shaft that resembled a second rod of r>eath. That terrible shaft, O 
nionar di, a* it coursed impetuously towards Prishata’* sun, the grandson 
of Cini, O king, cut off into seven fragments, displaying great lightness 
of band. Beholding his shalt haffted by the arrows of Satyaki, O king, 
Kama resisted Safyaki with showers of arrows from every side- And he 
pierced Satjuki in that encounter with seven clothyard shafts. The grand- 
son of Cini, however, pierced him in return w*th many arrows decked 
with gold. The battle then that took place. O king, between those two 
warriors was such as to fill both spectators and auditors with fear. Though 
awful, won it became beautiful and a deserving objects of sight. Behold- 
ing the feats, in that encounter, of Kama and the grandson of Cini, the 
hair of all the creatures there present seemod to stand on end. Mean- 
while the mighty son of Drona rushed against Prishata’s sun, that chas- 
tiser of foe*, and quclter of the prowess of all enemies. Filled with 
rage, Drona'* aon, that subjugator of hostile towns, addressing Dhrishta- 
dyuinna, said,— Wait, wait, O slayer of a Brahmaou, lliuO shall not cscajie 
me to-day with life! — Having said lh«\e words that mighty car-warrior of 
great lightness of hand, striving resolutely, deeply pierced the brave son 
of Prishata, who also strove to the utmost of his prowc*-, with many 
keen and terrible shafts endued with great impetuosity As Drona (while 
alive), beholding the eon of Prishata, O sire, had become cheerless and 
regarded him as his death, even so that slayer of hostile heroes, the 
son of Prishata, beholding Drona"* son in that battle, now regardad him 
as his death. Soon, however, remembering tliat he was unslayable in 
battle by means of weapons, rushed with great speed against Drona's son, 
like the Destroyer rushing against the Destroyer at the time of the uni- 
versal dissolution. Drone's heroic aon, however, O monarch, beholding 
DhrishUdyumna stationed before him, drew deep breaths in wrath and 
rushed towards him. Both of them were filled with great rage at the sight of 
each other. Endued with great activity, the valiant «uo of Drona then, O 
monarch, said these words unto Dhrishtadyumna staying not far from 
him O wretch amongst the Pancbalas, 1 shall to-day despatch thee lu 
Yarou I The sin thou hast cuinmilled by slaying Drona before will fill 
thee toidry with regret, to thy great evil, if thou stayeat in battle without 
being protected by Fartba, or if thou dost not fly away, 0 fool 1 I tell 
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thee truly I^Thut addressed, the valiant Dhnshtadyuraiwi replied, saying,— 
That same sword ol mine which answered thy sire, resolutely engaged in 
hsttfe, will tu-day answer this speech of tliinc I II Drona could he slain 
by me, O thou that an a Brahrnana in name only* why should I not 
then, putting forth my pfowew, slay thee also in battle tu-day ? — Hating 
mid these words, the wrathful commander of the Pandava force*, vis., 
the son of PrishaM, pierced Druru's son with a keen arrow. Then Drona's 
non, filled with great rage, shrouded every side of Dhrishudyuinna. O king, 
in that battle, with straight arrows. Shrouded with thousands of arrows, 
neither the welkin, nor the points of the compass, n«»r the Combatants 
all aruund, could, O monarch, be any longer seen. Similarly , the f»»n of 
PrishaU, O king, sliruuded Drona’a s*»n, that ornament ot battle, with 
arrows, in the very sight of Kama. The son of Radha, ton, () monarch 
singly resisted the Par.rhVai and the Panriavat and the (five) sons of 
Druiipidt and Yudhamanyu and the mighty car-warrior Satyakt, in consc* 
queii :e of which feat he became the cynosure of all eyes. Then Dhrtfth- 
udyumna, in that battle, cut off ihe very tough and formidable bow of 
Drona's son a* also all his arrows resembling snakes of virulent poison. 
Drona’s son. however, with hi* arrows, destroyed within the twinkling of 
an eye, the bow, the dart, the mace, the standard the steeds, the driver, and 
the car of Prisbata’t son. Bovlet* and earless and (tecdlcs* and drivcrless, 
the son oi Prishaia then took up a huge scimitar and a biasing shield decked 
with a hundred (nouns. Endued with great lightness of hand, and possessed 
of mighty weapon*, that mighty car-warrior, vi, the heroic *on of Drono, 
O king, quickly cut off, in that battle, with many broad-headed arrows, those 
wenpui* alio of Dhrishtadyumna before the latter could come down from hi* 
car. All this seemed eceedingly wonderful. The mighty air warnur Acwaltha- 
man, however, though struggling vigorously, could not, O chief of lint hlmratai, 
day the earless and stMdl.M and bow less Dhnshiadyuuina although pierced 
and exceedingly mangied with many arrows. When, therefore, O king, the 
son of Droni found Hat he could not slay his enemy with arrows, he laid 
addc has bow and quickly |WOiccdcd toward* the son uf PrishaU. The 
impetuosity of iliat high soulcd one, os he rushed toward* his foe 
resembled ilut of 0«rud.i swooping down for Msizjn^ a large snake. 
Meanwhile M idnava, addressing Arjuna, said— Behold, O Part ha, Low the son 
of Drona is fuihing with great speed towards the cur uf Prnhau’* *on I Without 
doubt, Ike will day tike jwtncc I O mighty-armed une, O crusher of fo«, rescue 
the sou ol Prishaia, who is now within the jaw* or Drona's sun as if within the 
jaws of Death himself I -Having said these words, the valiant Vasudeva urged 
the sided* towards llutl spot where Drona's son was. Those steeds, ol the 
splendour of the muon, urged by Kecava, proceeded I wards the car of Drona's 
ton, devouring the very jkie*. Helm Wing those two ol great energy, via., 
Krishna md Dhananjaya, Coming towards him, ihe mighty Acwatlhaman made 
great efloris tor claying Dhmhudyuuiua soon. Seeing Dhrishtadyumna 
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dragged, O ruler of men, by his enemy, the mighty Partha sped many arrows 
at the ion of Drona. Those arrows, decked with gold and sped from GanJiv 4 , 
approached the son of Drona and pierced him deeply like snakes penetrating 
into an anthill. Thus pierced with those terrible arrows, the valiant son of 
Drona, (> king, abandoned the PanchaU prince of immeasurable energy. 
Indeed, the hero, thus afflicted with Dhananjaya's shafts, mounted on bis car, 
and taking up his own excellent bow, began to pierce Partha with many shafts. 
Meanwhile, the heroic Sahadeva, O ruler of men, bore away on his own car 
the son of Prishau, that scorcher of foes. Arjuna then, O king, pierced 
Drona* ic son with many arrow*. Filled with rage, Drona’* snn strurk Arjuna 
in the arms and the chest. Thus proveked, Partha, in that battle, sped at 
Drona’s son, a long shall that resembled a second rod of Death or, rather, 
Death himself. That arrow of great splendour fell upon the shoulder of the 
Brahmana hero. Fsceedingly agitate.!, O monarch, in tl at hattle, by the 
violence of the stroke, he sat down on the terrace of his car and swooned 
away. Then Kama, O monarch, shook his how l'i}i*ya and, Ailed with rage, 
repeatedly eyed Arjuna in that b title, desiring a single combat with him. 
Meanwilc the driver of Drcna’s son, beholding the lattrr scnseltsc quickly 
bore him away on his car from the fteUi of battle. Beholding Prishuta’s son 
rescued and Drona's son afflicted, the Pancbalu, O king, expectant of 
victory, began to utter loud shouts. Thousands of swert instruments began 
to be sounded. Seeing such wonderlul feats in battle, the combatants uttered 
leonine roars. Having achieved that feat, Partha addressed Va%udev«, saying, 
—Proceed, O Krishna, towards the Samsaf takas, for this is greatly desired 
hy me 1— Hearing those word* of Pandu's sun, he nf Dacarha's race proceeded 
on that car graced with many hnr.ners and whotc spred rrsembled that of the 
wind or the mind.'' 



SECTION LX 

•^Sanjaya— ‘Meanwhile Krishna, pointing out king Yudhishthira the just 
unto Kunti’s son Partha, addressed him in these words s— Yonder, O son 
of Pandu, thy brother (Yudhishthira) is beim.' pursued by many mighty 
and great bowmen amongst the Dhartarashtrac, all inspired wtth the dcatre 
of slaughtering hint I Tlie mighty Panehalas, difficult of defeat in battle, 
are proceeding after the high-souVd Yudhishthira from desire of rescuing 
him t Yonder, Duryodhana, O Partha, the king of the whole world, clad 
in mail and accompanied by a large car fnr^, is pursuing the Pandava king I 
Impelled by the desire of slaughtering his rival, the mighty Duryodhana, 
O righcr among men. is pursuing him, accompanied by his brothers, the 
touch of whose weapon® \% as fatal as that of poisonous snakes and who 
are all conversant with every mode of warfare. Those Dhartarashtra 
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elephants and horse and car-warriors and foot soldiers arc coming for seizing 
Yudhishthira like poor men for seizing a precious gem. Beheld, checked 
by Satyaki and Rhiina, they have a ain been *tu pitted. !rke the Daieyas, 
that desired to take away the Amrita. roide motionless by Cakra and 
Agni ! Tlie mighty car-warriors (of the Kuru army), however, in conse- 
quence of the vastne*** of their nutnheTs, are again proceeding towards 
Yudhrshthira like a vast quantity of water in the season of rains rushing 
towards the ocean. Those mighty bowmen are uttering leonine roars, 
blowing their ennehs, and shaking their hows 1 regard Kunti's son 

Yudhishthira, thus brought under the influence of Duryodhana, to he 
already within the jaws of IVath or already poured a- a libation on the 
sacrificial fire. The army of Dhritarashira'a son, O Panda va, is arrayed 
and equipt duly. Cakra himself, coming within the range of its arrows, 
can scarcely escape. Who will in buttle bear the impetuosity of the 
heroic Duryodban* who shoots showers of arrows with the greatest cele- 
rity and who, when angry, resemble® the Destroyer himself ? The force 
of the heroic Duryodhana's shafts, nr Drones son 1 *, on Kripn’s, or 
Kama’s, would break down the very mountains I That scorcher of foes, 
vit., king Yudhishthira, was once competed by Kama lo turn his hack 
upon the field. The ?on of kadha is endued with great might and great 
lightness nf hand. Possessed of great skill, he is accomplished in battle. 
He is competent to afilict the eldest son uf Pandu in fight, especially 
when he is united with the mighty and brave sons of Dhriurashtm I 
Of rigid vows, when the son of Prilha had heen engaged in hattie with 
all those warriors, other great car warriors had struck him and contributed 
to his defeat. The king, O best of the Bharatas. is exceedingly rmaciaU'd 
in consequence of his fasts. He is endued with Brahma force, 

hut the pui9sant one is not endued with much of Kshatriya might I 
Assailed, however, by Kama, the royal son of Pandu, vix* Yudhishthira, 

that scorcher of foes, hath hero placed in a situation of great peril. I 

think, O Partha, that king Yudhishthira hath fallen 1 Indeed, since that 
chastiser of foes, via, the wrathful Bhimasena, coolly beareth the leonine roars, 
of the frequently-shouting DharUrashtras longing for victory and blowing their 
concha, I think, O bull among men, that Pandit's son Yudhishthira is 
d*ad I Yonder Kama urges forward the mighty car-warriors of the Dharta- 
rathtras I The son of Prilha with the weapons called Sth*ruUat*a t fnJw 
)aha and J\u*fa(a % and with clouds of others weapons ! The king, O 
Bharau, is deeply afflicted and exceedingly weakened, since the Panchalas 
and lh« Pandavaa, those foremost of all wielders of weapons, are pro- 
ceeding with great speed towards hint at a time when speed is of the 

highest moment, like strong men rushing to the rescue of a person sink- 

ing in a bottomless sea ! The king's standard is no longer visible ! It 
has probably been struck down by Kama with bis sham 1 In the very 
si^ht of the twins, O Partha, and of Satyaki and Cikhandin, and Dbrishta- 
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dyuoifia and Bhima and Catanika, O lord, as ate> of all the Panchalas 
and the Chodis, 0 Bharat*, yonder Kama is destroying tie Pandava 
division with hit arrows, like an elephant destroying an assemblage of 
lotuies. Tlierc, tbo*e car-warriors of thy army, < > non of Pandu, are flying 
away I See, see, 0 Partha, h..w those great warriors are retracing 1 Those 
elephants, O Bharat 1 , a«aiJed liy Kurn . in battle, arc flying away in all 
directions, uttering cries id pair There those crowd* of car warriors, muted 
in battle, O Portlia, by Kama, that crusher o( fuel, are flying away in all 
directions ! Behold, 0 Partha, that foremost ol standards, of the Suu's son, on 
hi* car, hearing the device of the elephant's rope, is seen to move all over 
the field ! There, the ion uf K.idha is now rushing against Bhimasenu, 
mattering hundreds of sl-ofts as lie |>rocc*ds and slaughtering thy army 
thetewith I Tlfccr-, those mighty rar-warriors ol the PancIwUb are hein^ 
routed (by Kama) even as the Ditityas had l>ein routed by Cakra in 
dreadful battle ! There, Kama, having vanquished 11 m Panel m las, the Pandus, 
und the Sri n jay ms. ri casting his eyes on all sides, I think, for soaking thee ! 
Behold, O Parth.i, Kama, as he beautifully draw;, his foremost "f hows, 
looketii exceedingly beautiful cvrn as Oikr* in tin; midst ol the Celestial*, 
after rancjuishinj his foes ! There, the Knuiavas, beholding the prowess ut 
Kama, are roaring and inspiring the Pandu* and the Scinjayas with fear 
on every side I There, Kama himself, terrifying the Pandus with his whole 
soul, in dreadful battle, is addressing all the troops O giver of honors, 
saying,— [Blessed he ye, advance, yc Kauravat and rush with such speed tnat 
no Srinjaya may, in tins battle, escape with life \ United together, do 
this all of you 1 As regards ourselves, wc will follow you behind 1 ]— Saying 
these words, be is advancing behind (his troops^ scattering his shafts. 
Behold Kama, O Partha, adorned with his white umbrella in this battle, 
and looking like the Udaya hills adorned by the moon ! With his beautiful 
umbrella of a hundred ribs res* uibhng the moon in full, held over his head, 
O Bharata, in thin baulc, Kama. O prince, is casting his glances after thro I 
Without doubt, he will, in this battle, come hither, with /.real speed ! Behold 
him, O mighty-armed one, as he shukelh his formidable bow and shooteth, 
in this dreadful battle, his shafts resembling snakes of virulent poison ! 
There, the sun of Radha turneth towards this direction, beholding thy 
banner bearing the ape, and desiring, 0 Parth t, an encounter with time* 
O scorcher of foes ! Indeed, he cometh for his own destruction, oven like 
an insect into the mouth of a lamp t Wrathful and brave, ha b ever engaged 
in the good of Dhritarasbtra'a son. Of wicked understanding, lit. is always unable 
to put up with thee l Beholding Kama alone and unstip|»ortr<l, Dlirita* 
rushtra’s sx>n, 0 Bharata, turneth towards him with great resolution, accompani- 
ed by his car fore**, for protecting him I>!t that wicked -flouled one, along 
with all thoee allies of his Ik; slain by thee, putting forih thy vigor, from desire 
of winning fame, kingdom and happiness \ Both of you arc endued with 
great strength Both ol you ore |MJsscs*cd of great celebrity. When 
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encountering each other in tMUle, O Ptrtha, like * celestial and a Danaxa in 
the great battle between th« go *s ind the Asurai let all the Kauravas behold 
thy prowess !• Beholding thee filled with great rage and Kama alto excited 
to fury, O bull of Rharmu's race, Duryndh m « in wrath will not be able to do 
anything ! Remembering thyself m be of purified soul, O bull of Bharata’s race, 
and remembering also that the son of Kadhu Uarlinureth a great animosity fur 
the virtuous Yudhishthira, achieve that, O mtt of Kunti, which should now 
be achieved l Righteously setting thy heart on battle, udvance against that 
leader of car-warriors ! There, five hundred foremost nf car-warriors, O thou 
best of car-warriors, that are endued with great might and fierce energy, and 
five thousand elej hauls, ami twice as many horses, and innumerable h ot* 
soldiers, all united together, O son of Kunti, and protecting the another, 
O hero, are* advancing against thee ! Show thyself, of thy own will, until 
that great bowman >it, the Suin' » son ! Advance, O bull of Bharata's 
race, towards him with great '•peed 1 There, Kama, filled with great wrath, 
is rushing against the Rutchalas ! 1 see his standard afiproaching towards 

the car of Dhrithtadyumn* I I think ho will exterminate the Panchalas \ I will 
tell thee, O bull of Hhtru&’s race, some good news, O Partha ! King 
Yudhishthira, the just i> living !fr There, the mighty-armed Bhima, having 
returned, is stationed .it the head of the army, supported by the Srinjayas 
and by Satyaki, O Hharata There, the Kaurova* arc being slaughtered 
with keen shafts by Rhimasena, O sin of Kunti, and die high-souled 
Pancbala* ! The troops of DhriUrastru's aon, with their faces turned from the 
field, and with blood streaming down from their wounds, are speedily flying 
away from battle, struck by Bhima with his shafts I Bathed in blood, the 
Bharau army, O chief of Bh*v*tu r « race, |*cscnt» an exceedingly cheerless 
a>p»ct like that ol the fcarth wtici divr^trd of oops Behold, 0 son of Kunti, 
Rhimasena, that foremost of combatants, filled with rage like a snake of 
virulent poison, and engaged in routing the (Kaurava) hoat ! Yellow and 
red and black and white banner*, adorned with stats and moons and suns, 
as also many umbrellas, O Arjuna, lay scattered about ! Made of gold or 
silver or brass and other metals, standard* are lying about, and elephants and 
steeds also, scattered all over the fi-ld ! There, those car-warriors are 
falling from their a its, deprived of life by the unretuming Panchalas 
with shafts of diverse kind*. There the Panclialu* of great sliced, O 
Dhamnjaya, arc rushing against the riderless Dhartarshtra elephants and 
siceds and cars ! Reckless of their very lives, O chastiser of foes, those 
warriors, difficult of defeat in I Kittle aided by the might of Bhimasena, 
arc crushing, () tiger among men, the hostile force I There, the PaucbalaB 
are uttering loud roars and blowing their conch* as they arc rushing against 
their foes and crushing them with their shafts in bottle l Behold their great 
energy and power ! Through sheer valour, the PanduUs are slaughtering the 

* 1 8 is a triplet ; the third line is omitted in certain Bengal texts— T. 

t The Bombay edition reads the second line with a slight variation—' T 
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Dhartarashtras like angry lion9 slaying elephants ! Unarmed they are snatching 
the weapons of their armed foes and with those weapons a thus, snatched, are 
slaying tbeir foes tint are effectual smiter*, and uttering loud roars ! The 
heads and arms of their foes arc being struck; off and felled on the field ! 
The Panchala cars and elephants and horses are all worthy of the highest 
praise ! Like swans of great speed leaving the Manas* lake and rushing 
into the Ganges, the Panchala* are rushing ugainst the Kauravas, and every 
part of the vast Diuriashtr* force is assailed by them ! Like bulls resisting 
built, the heroic Kripa and Kartu and other leaders are putting forth all 
their valour for residing the Panchala* l The Panchala heroes headed by 
Dhrtshtadyurnna are slaying th >u*andb of their fv>n% vi*., the great car- 
warrior* of the DhartarashUa army already binkimng in the ocean of Bhima's 
weapons ! Beholding the Panchala* overwhelmed by their foes, the learlew 
Bon of the Wind-god, assuming the hostile furce is shooting his shafts and 
uttering loud roars I The greater jxmion of the vast Dhartarashtra army has 
become eaceedingly frightened. Beliold, those eleptunu, pierced by Bhiraa 
with his clothyard shaft*, arc falling down like mountain summits riven hy 
the thur.der-bult of Indra ! There, those huge elephants, deeply pierced witli 
tlie straight shafts of Bhiinasena arc flying away, crushing their own ranks I l>ost 
thou not recognise the unbearable leonine shouts, O Arjuna of the terribly-roaring 
Bhimatcna inspired with desire uf victory in battle ? There, the prince of 
the Nhbadas* filled with rage, is coming against the son of Panda, on his 
foremost of elephants, from desire of sliymg him with his lances even like 
the I>cstroycr, himself, armed with his bludgeon ! Struck by Bhima with 
ten keen cjulhyaul shafts endued with the splendour of the fire or the Sun, the 
two arm* of the roaring prince, with Uncus in grasp, are lopped off 1 Slaying 
the prince, Bhima pruceedelh against other elephants looking like masses 
of blue clouds and ridden liy riders guiding them with skill I Behold those 
rider* striking Vfikodara frith darts and lances in profusion ! Slaying with 
his keen shatts those: elephants seven at a time, their triumphal standards 
aUo, O Fauna, are cut down by thy elder brother I As regards those 
other elephants, each of them is being slain witli uo shaft* by him. The 
Simula of the D hartai ash tiaa are no k>ugcr heard, now that BhiuU, O bull 
of Bbarata's race, who is equal to Purandara himself, is engaged in batde ! 
Full three of Duryodhana’s soldiers had been assembled together 

(in front of Bhima). They have all been checked by that hon among men, 
viz., Bhiinasena, in wrath f— 

“Sanjaya continued, Beholding that feat, difficult of accomplishment, 
achieved by Bhiinuseni, .-itjuna, villi his keen shafts, destroyed the 
remnant of his lues. The mighty Samsaft+kaSi O lord, slaughterd in battle and 
routed (by Arjuna), fled away in all directions, overcome with fear. Many 
amongst them (that fell), became the guest* id Cakra a.id attained to great 
happiness. As regards Paxtha, that tiger among men continued, with h»s straight 
shafts, to slaughter the Dliartarashtra bust consisting of four kinds of I wees,’ " 
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“Dbritarashtra said,— ‘When Bhima and Fandu's son Yudhishthira were 
engaged in battle, wton my troop* were being slaughtered by the Pandas 
and tlio Srinj iya.%, when, indeed, my vast army was being broken tnd routed 
repeatedly became clear lets, tell me, C) Suijaya, wliat the Kauraras did !* 

4 *Stnjaya raid, — ‘Beholding the mighty-armed Bhitnn, the Suta’s son of 
Krcat valour, with eyes red in wrath, O king, rushed towards him. Seeing 
thy army fly nway from HhimastM»a,thc mighty Kama, O king, rallied it with 
great efforts. The mighty-armed Kama, hivin-. rallied thy wm's host, proceed- 
ed against the PaiMluvas, those heroes difficult of defeat in battle. Tbe 
great car-warnnrs of the Pandavai also, diking tlieir bows and shooting their 
shaft*, proceeded against the son of kadha. Bhimascna, and the grandson 
of Cini, and Cikhandin, and Janamejaya, and f)«irishudyumna of great 
strength, and all the Prabliadrakac, and those tigers among men, via., the 
Panchala*, filled with rage and inspired with desire of victory, rushed in that 
luttJe, from every side, against thy army. Similarly the great car-warriors of 
thy army, 0 king, quickly proceeded against the Panda va host, desirous 
of slaughtering it Teeming with cars and elephants and horses, and abound- 
ing with foot-soldiers and standards, the two armies then, O tiger among 
men, assumed a wonderful aspect. Ciklundin proceeded against Kama, 
and DhrishUdyumna proceeded against thy son Duscasaas, accompanied by 
a Urge force. Nakula proceeded against Vri-d.aaha.ima, while Yudhishthira 
against Chicrasena. Sahadeva. O king, in that battle, proceeded against 
Lluk-t. Satynki proceed d against Cakuui, and the sons of Lhaupidi against 
tlie nther Kaiiravts. *l*he mighty car warrior ArwaUhamm proceeded, with 
great care, against Arjuna. Gounia's son Kiipa proceeded against tho mighty 
bowman Yudhamanyu, while Krilavarman of great sticn^th proceeded against 
Uttainaujas. I he mighty-armed Bfiimascn.i, O sire, .d ine and unsupported, 
resisted all the Kurus and thy sons at the head of their division. The stayci 
of Hhishma, vit , Cikhandin, then, O monarch, with his winded arrows, resist 
rd Kama, careering fearlessly in that battle. Held in cheek, Kama then, 
his Ih* trembling in rage, assailed Cikhandin with three arrows in the midst 
of his eyebrow*. Willi those three arrows sticking on his lore-head, Cikhandin 
looked highly beautiful b«c a silver mountain with three elevated crests 
Deeply pierced by the Suta’s son in that encounter, the mighty bowman 
Cikhandin pierced Kama, in return, with ninety keen shafts. The mighty 
car- warrior Kama then, slaying Cik hand in** steeds and next his driver with 
three arrows, cut oft bis standard with a razor fared arrow. That mighty 
car warrior then, that scorcher of foes, filled with rage, jumped down from 
his BleeiJJeas car and hurled a dart at Kama. Cutting off that dart with three 
shafts in that encounter, Kama then. O Bhar.iU. pierced Cikhandin with 
nine keen arrows. Avoiding then the shafts sped from Kama's bow. that 
test of men, vi a. Cikhandin, exceedingly mangled, r*tr«at*d seedily from 
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that spot. Then Kuna, O monarch, »*gan to scatter the troops of tlw 
Pandavas, like a mighty wind scattering a heap of cotton. Meanwhile Dhrishta- 
dyutuna, O monuch, afflicted by tby son, pierced Duscasana, in return, with 
three arrows in the centre of the cheat Then Duscasana, O sire, pierced 
his assailant’s left arm with a btoad-fmaded shaft, shup and straight and 
equips with wings of gold. Thus pierced, Dhrisbiadyumnu, filled with 
wrath and the desire to retaliate, sped a terrible shaft, O Hharau, at Duscasana. 
Thy son, however, O kin*, with three sliafts of his, cut off that impetuous 
urow sped by Dhnshudyunina as it coursed towards him. Ap|>roaching 
Dhrisblady Uiona then, he struck him in the arms and the chest with seventeen 
uther broad-headed shaft* adorned, with gold. Thereat Prisbaia’s son, filled 
with rage, cut off Dutcasana's bow, O sue, with a sharp raxor-headeJ arrow, 
at which all the troops there uttered a loud shout. Taking up then another 
bow, tby son, as if smiling, lield Dbiisbiacyu.una in check with showers of 
arrows from every side. Beholding the |»uwesa uf that high-souled son of 
thine, the combatants as also the SiMAs 1 and the Aftarai, became all filled 
with wonder. We then saw the mighty Dbnshtadyuinna thus assailed by the 
Duscasana to resemble a huge elephant, held in clmck by a Ison. Then 
many Panel min car-warriors and elephants and horses, O elder brother of 
Pandu, desirous of rescuing dm commander (of the Pandava army) encompassed 
thy son.* 'I*bc battle that commenced, O scotdier of Ions, between thy 
warriors and the enemy, presented a, frightful a sight as that which may 
t>e seen at the destruction ol all creatures at the end of the Pi «a. 

•• -Vrishasena, stayiug by the side of his fattier, having pierced Nokula with 
five arrows made wholly of iron, pierced h;ra nnCc again Willi three Other 
arrows, the heroic Nakula then, a* if smiling, deeply pierced Vrishascna 
in Use chest with a clotbyaid shall of great keenness. Thus pierced by 
his mighty foe, that scurchci of loes, vis., Vnsliasena, pierced his assailant 
with twenty arrows and was himself pierced by him with five. Then 
those two bulls among men shrouded each other with thousand) of arrows, 
at which the divisions tbai supported them broke. Beholding the troops 
of Diiiitarashtra’s son flying away, the Suu’s son, following tliein, 0 king, 
began to forcibly Stop them. Alter Kama lud guise aw.ty, Nakula proceed- 
cd against Use Kauravus. Kama’s son also, avoiding Nakula, |trocecded 
quickly, O Sire, to where hie father, the sou of Radlia, was for protecting 
lux cat-wheel. 

“ The angry Uluka wh^ hcWi id dwek by Sahadcva. Having sUin 
his four Meeds, the vallunt Suhadcva then des|*tched his foe’s 

driver to die abode of Yarns. UJuka then, that delighter of his father, 
jumping down from his car. O king, quickly proceeded and entered the 
division of the Tngattas. Sutyaki, having pierceil Cakuni with twenty 
keen arrows, easily cut off the standard of Suvala’i Son with a hro.id-headed 
arrow. The valiant sod of Suvala, filled with rage, O king, in tl»at encounter, 
pierced Satyaki’s armour and then cut off hi* goMeo standard. Then Satyaki 
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pierced fiivo in return with many keen arrows and struck his driver, 
O monarch, with three arrows. With great speed then, he despatched with 
other shafts the needs ol Cakuni to Yama's abode. Speedily alighting then, 

0 ball among men, fiomhiscmr, Cakuni, that mighty car-warrior, quickly 
ascended the car ol Uluka. The Utter then bore away with great speed 
his father from Cult's grandson, tluu wanrior skilled in battle. Then 
Satyaki, O krng, rushed in tint battle against thy army with ».rcat impetuosity, 
at which that army broke. Shrouded with the arrows of Cirri'* grandson, thy 
army, () monarch, Bed away on all sides with great speed, and fell down 
deprived of life. 

" 'Thy son resisted Uhimascna in that battle. In a trice flhima made 
tlut mler of men vlecdless and driver less and earless and sundaidkss, at wbicli 
the (Pandava) tru »pa became highly glad. Then thy son, O king, went 
away from tthimasena's presence. The whole Kuru army, at this, rushed 
against Bhitoascna. Tremendous became the din made by those combatants 
inspired with the desire of slaying Bihiuasena. Yudbamanyu, piercing Kriju, 
quickly cut off his bow. Then Kripa. that foremost ol all wielder* of 
weapons, taking up another bow, felled Yudbamanyu's standard and driver 
and umbrella on the Garth. At this, the mighty car-warrior Yudbamanyu 
retreated on his car, driving it himself. Uttamauju covered the terrible 
son of Hridika, endued with ternblc prowess, with a thick shower of 
arrows like a cloud pouring torrents of rain on a mountain. The battk 
between them, O scorcher of foes, became so awful that its like, O monarch, 

1 had never seen before. Then Kritavarman, O king, in that encounter, 
suddenly pierced Utumiujat in the chest at which the UttcT sat down 
on the terrace of hi* oar. His driver then bole away that foremost of 
Car warriors. Then the whole Kuru ar my rushed at tthimasena. Duicatan.i 
and Suvah/n son, encompassing the son uf Pandu with a large elephant 
force, began to strike him with small arrows. Tlien Bhuua, causing the 
wrathful Duryodhar*a to turn his ba:. k on the field by means of hundreds 
of arrows, quickly rushed towards that elephant force. Beholding dut 
elephant force advance impetuously against him, Vrikodara became filled 
with great rage and invoked his celestial weapons. And be began to strike 
elephants with elephants like Indra striking the A suras* While engaged 
in slaughtering those elephants, Vrikodara, in that battle, covered the welkin 
with his shafts like myriads of insects covering s Are. Like the wind 
scattering masses r.f clouds, Hbiiua quickly scattered and destroyed crowds 
of elephants united together in tlmusands. Covered all over with networks 
of gold, as also with many gems, the elephants looked exceedingly beautiful 
in that battle like clouds charged with lightning. Slaughtered by Bhima, 
those elephants, O king, began to fly away. Some amongst them, with 
their hearts pierced, fell down on the Earth. With those fallen ami fall- 
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ing elephants adorned with gold, the Karth looked beautiful there as if 
strewn with broken mountains. With the fallen elephant-warriors of blaring 
resplendence and adorned with gems, the Karili looked beautiful as if strewn 
with p1anet9 of exhausted merit* Then elephants, with their temples, frontal 
globes, and trunks deeply pierced, ded in hundreds in that battle, afflicted 
with the shafts of Bhim&Kma. Some amongst them, huge as hills, afflicted 
with fear and vomiting blood, ran away, their limbs mangled with arrows, 
and looking, on that account like mountain* with liquid metals running adown 
their sides. People then beheld the two arms of Bhima, resembling two mighty 
snakes, smeared with sandal- pade and other pounded unguents, continually 
employed in drawing the bow. Hearing the sound of his bowstring and 
palms that resembled the peal of thunder, those elephants, ejecting urine 
and excreta, ran away in fear. The feats of the single-handed Bhiina of 
great intelligence, on that occasion, shone like those of Rudra, himself, while 
engaged in destro>ing all creatures.* ” 



SECTION IJCl. 

u San)aya said, — The handsome Arjuna then, on that foremost car of 
his, unto which were yoked white steeds, and which was urged by Narayana 
himself, appeared on the scene. Like the tempest agitating the ocean, Vijaya, 
O foremost of kiuga, in that battle, agitated that host of thine teeming with 
horsemen. When the white-etceded Arjuna was oilier wise engaged, thy son 
Duryodhana, filled with rage, and surrounded by half Ins troops, approach- 
ed suddenly, and encompassed the advancing Yudlnahtbiru inspired with 
the desire of revenge, t The Kutu king then pierced the son of Pandu 
with three and seventy rasor-bcaded arrow*. At this, Yudhishthira, the son 
of Kunti, became inflamed with ire, and quickly struck thy son with thirty 
broad headed arrows. The Kauravx troops then rushed impetuously for 
seising Yudhiahthira. Understanding the wicked inienlioutt of the enemy, 
the great car-warrior* of the Pisdiva army, uoiling together, rushed 
towards Yudhishthira , the w*i of Kunti, for rescuing him. Indeed, 
Nakula, and Sahadeva, and l>hriditadynmana, the *i>n of Prishata, 

surrounded by a full Akihaukini ol troops, thus proceeded towards Yudhish- 
thira. Bhimasena also, in that battle, crushing the great car-warriors of 
thy army, proceeded toward* the king surrounded by foe*. Kama, otherwise 
called Vaikartana, O king, shooting dense showers of arrows, checked, 
single-handed, all those mighty bowmen thus advancing (to the rescue). 

• The righteous nn Karth, after death, become planets and star*. Upon 
the exhaustion of their merits, they are supposed to fall down.— T. 

t A triplet in the Bengal texts— T. 
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Though they shut dense sliuwers of Afro** and hurled innumerable lances, 
fighting with determination, yet they wctc unable to even look at the r»n u f 
Radhn Indeed, tiie sun of Radha, tliat master u ( all weapons offensive 
and defensive, by shooting dense showers of shafts* checked all those great 
hnwmpfl, The high-souled Sahadeva, however, quickly approaching (the spot 
where Dtuyociluuia vis), and invoking without loss of time u (celestial) 
weapon, pierced Puryodbana with twenty arrows. Thus pierced hy Sahadeva, 
the Kucu king, covered with blood, looked beautiful like a huge elephant of 
split temple*. Beholding thy son deeply pierced with many arrows of great 
energy, that fun-most of car-warrUws, via., the son of Radha, filled with 
rage, rushed to tlat spot. Seeing Duryodbana reduced to that plight, Kama, 
invoking his weapons quickly, began to slaughter the troo|»s of Yodhish- 
thiru and Prishata's son. Thus slaughtered hy the high-souled Kama, 
Y ud hi Kithira's troops, <> king, afflicted with the arrow* of the Suta's son, 
soon fled away. Showers of shafts fell together. Indeed, those sped 

subsequently from the bow of the Sofa's son touched with their bends 
the wings u( those sped before. In consequence of those falling showers of 
shafts, O m-.ir.arrh, colliding with one another, a conflagration seemed to 
bltue forth in the welkin. Soon Kama throuded the ten points of the o>ni|usf, 
O king, with arrows capable of piercing the bodies of foot, as if with advanc- 
ing flights of locusts. Ihtplaying the highest weapons, Kama began to wave 
with great force his two arms smeared with red sandal paste and adorned 
with jewels and gold Then stupifying all sides, O king, with his shaft*, 
Kama deeply afflicted Yudhishthira, the just Filled with rage at this 
Pharma’s son Yudhishth.ra struck Kama with fifty keen shafts. In consequence 
then of the darknw caused by those showcis of arrows, the battle became awful 
to look at. lywd cries of wou arose from among thy troop*, O monarch, whilst 
they were being slaughtered by Pharma’s son, O sire, with diverse kinds of 
keen shaft* equip! with Aatika feathers and whetted on stone, with numerous 
broad headed arruws, and with diverse kinds of darts and sword* and 
clubs • Thither where Pandu’s sun of virtuous soul cast his eye* with the 
desire of producing evil, thither thy army broke, O bull of Bhaiau’a race 1 
Inflamed with great rage, Kama ahw, of immeasurable soul, inspired with 
the desire of retaliating, bit face flushed in anger, rushed, in that battle, 
against Panda's son, king Yudhishthira, flic just, shooting cloth-yard shafts 
and crescent stuped arrows and those equip; with heads like the calf's tooth.* 
Yudhishthira alto pierced him with many whetted arrows equipt with wings 
of gold. t A* if smiling the while, Kama piercod the royal son of Pandu in 
the chest with three broad-headed arrows, whetted on stone, and equ»pt with 
A'linia feathers. Deeply afflicted therewith, king Yudhishthira, the just, sitting 

* A triplet in the Bengal texts — T. 

♦ 27 i* a triplet. The two lines of *6 with the first two lin»“i of ay 
form a complete sentence. The construction is pleonastic. In the second line 
of J7, fur Yudhishthira read Pamdu/Hitn r,— T. 
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down on the terrace of his car, order**! his driver to retreat. Thereupon *11 
the Dbartarashtras, with their kin*:, *et up* loud itying,— &iu, 

and all of them then [Mirsued ll* (Pandava) king. Then seventeen hundred 
Kckaya troops skilled in smiting, united with a body of the Pandu&la troops, 
O king, and checked Ac Dbartamshtras. During the fwogress of that fierce 
and terrible battle, Duryodhana and Bhima, those two warriors crvdued with 
great might, encountered each other/ “ 



SECTION LX1II. 

u Sanjaya — ‘ "Meanwhile Kama also began, with his arrowy showers, 

to afflict the mighty car warriors nf the Kaikayus, viz., those great bowmen 
that flood before him Indeed, the son ot Kadli-i desjxitched to Yaua'a 
abode full five hundred of those warriors that were employed in checking 
him in that hnttle. Beholding the son of Radha to be irresistible in that 
battle, thos c warnors, afflicted with the arrows of their assailant, repaired to 
the presence of Bhitnaacn*. Breaking that car-force into many parts by 
means of his arrows, Kama, singly and riding ori that same car of Ilia, 
pursued Yudliislitlriru who then, exceedingly mangled with arrows and almost 
insensible, was proceeding slowly for reaching the Panda va encampment 
with Nakula and Sahadcva on tiia two sides. Having approached the king, 
the Sula’s sent, from desire of doing good tn Daryad liana, pierced the son 
of Pandu with three formidable arrows. In return the king pierced Radhu's 
son in the centre nf the chest and then his driver with three shafts. Then 
those two scorchers of foes, viz, the twin sons of Madri, those two pro- 
tecturs of Yudliishthira’* car wheels, rushed Inwards Kama so that the latter 
might not succeed in slaying tin: king. Then Nakula and .Sahadcva, both 
shooting showers of shafts with great care, covered the son of Radha there- 
with. The valiant son of the Suta, however, in return, pierced those two 
high tended chastisers of foes with two broad-headed arrows of great sharpness. 
The son of Radha then slew Ytftdhbhthifa’a excellent steeds white as ivory and 
fleet as the mind, and having black hair in their tails. Then, smiling the 
while, tlic Sola's son, that great hnwman, with another broad headed shaft, 
felled the head-gear of Kunti's son. Similarly, the valiant Kama, having 
slain the steeds of Nakula, cut off the car-§»1uift and bow ot that intelligent 
son of Madri. Those two steadiest and earless sons of Panda, — those two 
brothers,— thereupon ascended the car of Sahadeva. Baholding tl>ose two 
brothers made earless, that slayer of hostile, heroes vii , lhc*r maternal uncle, 
the ruler of tl*e Madras, moved by compassion, addressed the son of 
Radha and said, — Thou art to fight today with Pritha's son Phalguna 1 
Why dost thou then, with rage inflamed to such a pitch, battle with Pharma's 
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royal son ? Thou art sufficing tliy weapons to he exhausted. Thy own 
armour is being weak ecul. With thy shafts reduced, and without quivers, 
with thy driver and steeds fatigued, and thyself mangled by foes with weapons, 
when thou wilt aproach Tartha, O son of Radha, thou wilt be an object 
of derision and mirth ! — Though thus addressed by the ruler of the Madras, 
Kama still, filled with rage, continued to assail Yudhishthira in that battle. 
And lie continued to pierce the two sons of Madri by Pandu with many 
keen arrows. Smiling the while, by means of his shafts he made Yudhishthira 
turn hit face from the battle. Then Galya, laughing, once more said unto 
Kama ax the latter, excited with great wrath and resolved upon Yudhish- 
thira’s destruction, stood on his car, these words.— Him for whose sake 
Dhritarash tea's son always honors thee, sky that Parths, O son of Radha ! 
What wouldst thou gain by slaying Yudhishthira ? The two Krishnas 
are blowing their conchs whose loud blare is being heard. The twang also of 
Arjuna’s bow is being heard, like the roar of the clouds in the season of 
rains 1 There, Arjuna, sinking down the foremost of our car-warriors 
with his arrowy down-pours, b devouring all our troops ! Behold him. Cl 
Kama, in this battle I The two that aro protecting his rear Yudhamanyu 
and UlUniauJaa The brave Satyaki is protecting his left wheel, and 
Phrishtadyumnx is protecting his right wheeL There, Bhimasena is fight- 
ing with the royal son of Dhritarathtra 1 Act in such way, O son of Rndlu, 
that Bhima may nut be able to slay the king today in the sight of us ■V- 
that the king may, indeed, escape him I Behold, Puryodhana is brought 
under the power of Bhimaseru, that ornament of battle 1 Approaching if thou 
canat rescue him, it will, indeed, bo u very wonderful feat ! Going thither, 
rescue the king, for a great peril has overtaken him ! What wilt thou 
gain by slaying the sons of Madri or king Yudhishthira ? — Hearing these 
words of Cilya, O lord of Karth, and beholding Puryodhana overpowered 
by Bhima in that dreadful battle, the [valiai.t]* son of Radha, thus urged 
by the words of Galya and exceedingly desirous of rescuing the king, left 
Ajatasatru and the twin sons of Madri by Pandu, and rushed for rescuing 
tby son. He was borne by his steeds that were fleet as birds and that 
were urged by the ruler of the Madras. After Kama had gone away, Kunti's 
son Yudhishthira retreated, borne, O sire, by the Reel steeds of Sahndcva. 
With his twin brothers accompanying him, that ruler of men, quickly repair- 
ing in shame to the (Pandava) camp, his body exceedingly mangled with 
shafts, alighted from the car and hastily sat down on an excellent bed. The 
arrows then being extracted from his body, the royal son of Pandu, his 
heart exceedingly afflicted with sorrow’s dart, addressed his two brothers, 
vix, those twu mighty car-warriors, the sons of Madri, saying,— Repair 
quickly to the division of Bhimasena ! Roaring like a cloud, Vrikadara 
is engaged in battle !— Riding another car, Nakula, that bull among car- 



• This word occurs in 31.— T 
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warriors, and Sahadeva of great energy,— those two brothers, those two 
crashers of iocs, — bath endued with great might, then proceeded inwards 
I tlii iua, burnc by steeds of the utmost lleetncss. Indeed, the brothers 

having together repaired to Bbimaficoa's division, look up their places 
there.' * 



SECTION LXIV. 

“Sanjtya said,— ‘Mean while Drona’s ion, surrounded by a large car* 

force, 0 king, suddenly proceeded to (list *|>ot wliefc Parllw was. Like 
the continent withstanding the surging oocan, the heroic Partha having Caurin 
for his helpmate withstood as impetuously live impetuously rushing 
Acwatthanun. liven, ( > monarch, the valiant son of Drona, Ailed with rage, 
covered both Arjmu and Vasudev* with his staffs. Beholding the two 
Krishna* shrouded with arrows, the great car waniors (of the Panda va uraiyX 
as also the Kurus that witnessed it, wondered exceedingly. Thin Arjuna, 
as if smiling, invoked into existence a celestial weapon. The Hrahmana 
Aewatthanun, however, O BfmraU, baffled that weapon in tlvat battle. Indeed, 
all those weapon* that Arjuna sped from desire of slaying the son of 
I Kuna, wcie bullied by the latter, that great bowman, in that encounter. 
1 luring the progress of that awful encounter of weapons, O king, we 
ticheld the son of Drona to resemble the Destroyer, himself, with gaping 
mouth- Having covered all the points of the compass, cardinal and subsidiary, 
with straight arrows, he pierced Vasudeva with tluce amiss in the right 
arm. Then Arjuna, slaying all the steeds of his high-souled assailant, 
caused tlte Earth in that battle to lie covered with a river of blood that was 
exceedingly awful, that led towards the other world, and tlut had diverse kindi 
of creatures floating on it. All the spectators beheld a large number of car* 
warriors along with their car*, belonging to the division of Acwatttamaa, slain 
and destroyed by means of the arrows sped from Partita's bow. Aewatthanun 
also, sla)ing his enemies, caused a terrible river of binod to flow there 
that led to Yana's domains. During the progress of tlut fictcc and awful 
battle between f buna's son and Parllia, the cuiufiatanls fought, without 
showing any regard fur one another, and rushed hither and thither.* In 
consequence of car* having their steeds and drivers slain, and steeds 
laving their riders shin, and elephants having their riders and guides 
slain, an awlul carnage, O king, was made by Partita in tliat battle !f 

* 1 adopt the Bengal reading itastata and not priiki katas as reid in the 

Bombay edition. — T. 

f A triplet in the Bengal texts.— T. 
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Car-warriors, deprived uf life with shaft* sped from Partin's bow, fell 
down. Steeds, freed from their trappings, ram hither and thilhet. Beholding 
those feat* of Partita, that urnauient of battle, the valiant son of Drone, 
quickly approached the former, tlwit foremost of victorious men, shook his 
formidable bow decked with gold, and then pierced him from every 
side with many sharp arrows. Once more bending the how, O king, the 
so n of Drona cruelly struck Arjuna, aiming at the chest, with a winged 
arrow. Deeply pierced by IHona's son, O BharaU, in that encounter, 
the wielder of C\i*.A'rvj, that hero of great intelligence, forcibly covered 
the son of Drona with showers uf anuws, and then cut ofT his how. His 
Ik>w rut off, Drona's ton then, taking up a spiked mace whose touch 
resembled tint of thunder'*, hurled it, in tiut encounter, at the diadem* 
decked Arjuna. The son of Pandu, however, O king, at if smiling the 
while, suddenly cut off that spiked mace, decked with gold, as it advanced 
towards him. Thus cut off with Partita's shafts, it fell down on the 
Karth, like a mountain, O king, broken into pieces, struck with the thunder- 
!>o!t. Filled with rage at this. Druna's sun, that great car-warrior, began 
to cover Vibhatsu, aided by the energy ot the AinJra weapon. Bcliold- 
ing that shower of arrows spread over the welkin through the AinJrn 
weapon, Panha, endued with great activity, O king taking up hi* how 
Gandsra, and filing on his bow string a mighty weapon created by Indra, 
destroyed that Atndra shower of arrows. Having haitied dial arrowy 
shower caused by the Atndra weapon, Partita M»n covered the cur of 
Drona's son (with bis own arrows). The son uf Druna, however, overwhelm- 
ed with Partita's shall*, iieneltated through that sliowei uf arrows shot by 
the son of Pandu and, approaching the Utter, invoked a mighty wea|»un 
and suddenly pierced Krishna with hundred shafts and Arjuna with 
three hundred small arrows. Then Arjuna pierced the son of his preceptor 
with a hundred arrows in all In* vital iimbs. And then he poured many 
arrows on the steeds and driver and the bow-string of Drona’s son in the 
very sight of thy warrior*. Having pierced Druna's sun in every vital 
part, Pandu's sun, that sUyer of hostile heroes, they felled his adversary’s 
driver from the car-niche with a broad-headed arrow. Drona's sun. however, 
himself, taking up the the reins, covered Krishna with many arrows. The 
activity of prowess that we then beheld in Diana’s sun wav exceedingly 
wonderful, since he guided his steed* while he fought with Phalguni. That 
feat of his in battle, O king, wa* applauded by all the warrior*. Then 
Vibbatsu, otherwise culled Jaya, smiling the while, qnickly cut ofT the 
traces of Acwattbaman's steed* in that battle, aith a raxur-faced arrow. 
Already afflicted by the energy of Arjuna'* shaft*, the steeds of Drona's 
son thereupon ran away. Then a loud noise arose from thy troop*, O BbanUa 1 
Meanwhile the Panda va% having obtained the victory, and desiring to 
improve it, rushed against thy troops, shooting flutu all sides sharp arrows 
at them. Tlie vast Dhartarasbtxa host then, O king, was repeatedly broken 
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by the heroic Pandoras inspired with desire of victory, in the very sight, 
O monarch, of thy sons, conversant with ail modes of warfare, and of Cat uni 
the son of Suvala, and of Kama. O king ! Though sought to be stopped, 

0 king, by thy *his, that great army, afflicted oil all sides, stayed not on 
the field. Indeed, a confusion set in among the vast terrified host of thy 
son in consequence of many warriors flying away on all sides. The Suta's 
son loudly cried out, saying,— Stay, Stay / — but thy army, slaughtered by many 
high-souled warriors, did not stay on liie field. Loud shouts were uttered 
then, O monarch, by tin* Pandavas, inspired with this desire of victory, on 
beholding the Dhartarashtra bust fly ing away on all side*. Tlien Jhiryodhana, 
aJdressing Kama from affection, said, — Behold, O Kama, bow our array, 
exceedingly afflicted by the Pttndavas, though thou art here, is dying away 
from battle I Knowing this, () thou of mighty arras, do that which is suited 
to the hour, O chastiser of foes ! Thousands of (our) warriors, routed by tlie 
Pandnv&f, arc, O heru, calling after thee only, O best of men !— Hearing 
tuesfi grave words of Duryodhaiu, the son of Radha, as if smiting, raid 
these words unto the ruler of the Madras : — HehahJ the prowess of my 
arras and the energy of my weapons, O ruler of men ! Today I will slay all 
the Panchalas and the Pandas in battle ! Cause iIk* steeds Ui proceed 
with ray car, O tiger among men ! Without doubt, everything will be as 

1 have said 1 — Having said these words, the Sola's son of gTcat valour, — 
that hero, — taking up hit ancient and foremost of bows called Vijuytt t 
stringed it and rubbed the string repeatedly. Ridding the troops stay an the 
field after having assured them upon his mull and by an oath, the mighty 
Kama nt immeasurable soul fixed on bis bowstring the weapon known 
by tbe name of Bharxav*.* From that weapon flowed, O king, millions 
and millions of keen arrows in that great battle. Entirely shrouded with 
those biasing and terrible arrows winged with fcatliers of Kan&as and 
peacoks, the Pandava army could not see anything. K^otid wails of woe 
arose from among tbe Pam tubs, O king, afllictcd, in that buttle, with tbu 
mighty fihnr%nv,t weapon. In consequence then of elephants* <) king, and 
steeds, by thousands, and cars, O monarch, arid men, falling oil all sides, 
deprived of life, the Earth began to tremble. The vast force of the Pandavas 
became agitated from one extremity to another. Meanwhile Kama, that 
scorcher of foes, that foremost of warriors, that tiger among men, while 
consuming his foes, looked resplendent like a smokeless fire. Thus slaughtered 
by Karna, the I'anchafas and the Chedis began to lose their senses all over 
the field like elephants during the conflagration in a forest. Those foremost 
of men, O tiger among men, uttered loud roars like those ol the tiger. 
I/iud became the wails of woe, like those of living creatures at tbe universal 
dissolution, that were uttered by those crying combatant* struck with jttnic 

# Called after the name of Rama of Bhrigu's race, the precci*or of 
Kama— T. 
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and running wildly on all sides, O king;, ol the held of bailie and trembl- 
ing with fear. Beholding them thus slaughtered, O urc, by the SuU's 
son, all creatines, even beasts and birds, were filled wills fear. The Srinjayas 
then, thus slaughtered in battle by the Suta'f tun, repeatedly called upon 
Arjuna and Vasudcva like the spirits of the dead within Yaiua’s dominions 
calling upon Yarn* to rcsirue them. Hearing those wails of live troop* sUughtr- 
cd with Kama's shafts, and beholding the terrible tikargava wcapjn invoked 
into existence Komi's son Dhattanjaya said unto Vasudcva these words :~ 
Behuld, O Krishna of mighty arms, the prow ess of the hhargava weapon ! It 
cannot, by any means, be baffled »n battle 1 Behold the Sit la’s son also, O 
Krishna, filled with rage in thisgreat battle and resembling the Destroyer, himself, 
in prowess and employed in achieving such a fierce feat 1 Urging bit steeds 
incessantly, he is repeatedly casting angry glances upon me ! I will never be 
able to fly away from Kama in battle !* The person that is living, may, in 
battle, nuet with either victory or defeat. To Use man, however, that is dead, O 
IVrishikesu, even dtiAth is victory. How can defeat be his that is dead ? f 
—Thus addressed by Partha, Krishna replied unto that foremost o« intelligent 
men and chsstiser of foes, these word* that were suitable to the occasion : 
—The royal son of Kunti hath heen deeply wounded and mangled by 
Kama. Having seen him first and comforted him, thou wilt then, O 
Partha, slay Kama I— Then Kecava proceedeed, desirous of beholding 
Yudhuhthira, thinking that Kama meanwhile, O monarch, would tie overwhelm- 
ed with fatigue I Then Dhanaojaya, himself desirous of beholding the 
king afflicted with arrows, quickly proceeded an Out car, avoiding the 
battle, at Kecava's command. While the son of Kunti was thus proceed 
ing Irom desire of seeing king Yudhishlliira, the just, he cast his eyes 
on every pail of the ami) but failed to find his eldest brother anywhere 
on the field. The sun of Kunti proceeded, O Bharat*, having fought with 
the sun of his preceptor Drone, and having vanished that hero is incapable 
of being resisted by the wicldcr of tho thunder-boll, himself/ " 



SECTION LXV. 

Sanjaya said, — Having vanquished the sun of Drona and achieved a 
mighty and heroic feat that is exceedingly difficult of accomptishmenl, 
Uhananjaya, irresistible by foes, and with bow outstretched in his hand* cast 
his eyes among his own tittups, The bravo Savyasachm, gladdening those 
warriors of his that were still battling at the head of their divisions ancl 

♦ The Bengal reading is Kanasya yrafalxjyitum x the Bombay reading is 
Karnam f rati palayi turn. The difference in meaning Is slight. — T 

t The sense of the passage » that if, being alive, I avoid Kama, defeat 
will be mine. On the other hand, if, encountering him, 1 meet with death, 
defeat will not be mine. — T. 
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a|>plauding those among them that were celebrated for ttoir former 
achievements, caused the car-warnon of his own army to continue to stand 
in their jost*. Nut seeing his brother Yudhish'.htra of Ajajmd.i’s races, the 
diadem decked Arjuna, adorned, besides with a necklace of gold, speed:!)' 
approached Bliima and enquired of him the whereabouts of the king, 
siying,— Tell me, where is the king ? — Thus asked, Bliima said, — King 
Yudhislithira, the just, lath gone away from this tdace, lits limbs scorched 
with Kama's shafts. It is doubtful whether lie still liveth 1 — Hearing 
those words, Arjttna said, — Fur this reason go thou quickly front the 
spot for bringing intelligence of the king, that best of all the descen- 
dants of Kuru I Without doubt, deeply jnerced by Kama with shafts, 

the king hath gone to the camp l la that fierce passage-alarms though 
deeply pierced by Druna with keen shafts, tin: king endued with great 
activity, liad still stayed in buttle, exficctant of victory, until Drona was 
slain ! That foremost one among the lUndmt, [KissesMd of great m.*gna 
nimity, was greatly imperilled liy Kama in to-day's battle I Fur ascer 

tojning his condition, quickly gu hence, O Blum* 1 I will slay here, 

checking nil our foes ! — Thus addressed, bliima said, — O thou of great 
glory, go thyself lor ascertaining the condition of the king, that Mill 
amongst the BliaraUtS ! If, O Arjuna, I go there, many foremost of 
heroes will then say that I am frightened in battle I— Then Arjuna said 
unto Bhimaicna— The Samlaftakal are before my division ! Without slay 
ing those ntserahlcd foes first, it is iinjensiblc for me to stir from this 
place I Then llhimascru said unto Arjuna, —Relying upon my own might, 
O foremost one among the Kurus, I will fight with all the 
in tattle I Therefore, O Dhanonjmya, do thou go thyself ' 

“Sanjaya Continued,— Clearing in the midst of foe*, those words nf 
hia brother Hliimatena that were difficult of accomplishment, Arjuna, 
desirio* to see the king, addressed the Vrishni hero, saying, — Urge the 
steeds O Hrisbikcca® leasing this sea of uoo|w I 1 desire, Kecava, to 
see King Ajatacatru 1 — ’ 

"Sanjaya continued,— ‘Just as he was on like point of urging the steeds 
Kecava, that foremost one of the I >. tear has, addressed Ultima, saying, — 
This feat » not at all wuudeiful for thee, O Bliima 1 I am about to 
go (hence)- Slay these assembled foes of Pan ha 1— Then Hridukeua 
proceeded with very great speed to the spot where king Yudlushthirn 
was, 0 king, borne by those steeds that resembled Garoda, having 
stationed Bliima, that chastiser of fo- 0 , at the head of the army and 
having commanded him, O monarch, to fight ( with the SumsaffAkas). 
Then those two foremost of men, { via, Krishna and Arjuna,} proceeding 
on their car, approached the king who was lying alone on his bed Bulb 
of them, alighting from that car, worshipped the feet of king Yiidhishlhiru, 
the juit. Beholding that bull or tiger umung men safe and sound, the two 
Kristinas became filled with joy like the twin Aewins on seeing Vasava. 
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The king then congratulated them both like Vi v a?wat congratulating the twin 
Aewina, or like Vrihaspati congratulating Cakra and .Vishnu after the 
slaughter of the mighty Aiura Jarabha. King Yudhisftuhira, the just, thinking 
that Kama had been slain, became filled with joy, and that scorcher of foes 
thereupon addressed them in these words in a voice choked with delight.' " 



SECTION LXVf. 

11 'Yudhiihthmi said,— Welcome, O thou that hast Devaki for thy mother, 
and welcome to thee, O Dhananjaya ? The sight of both of you, O Achyiita 
and 0 Arjuna, is exceedingly agreeable ! 1 see that without being wounded 
yourselves you two, — his foes,— have shun the mighty car-warrior Kama ! He 
was in battle like unto a snake of virulent poison. He was accomplished in 
all weapons. The leader of all the DhartarashUus, he was their armour and 
protector 1 While fighting, he was always protected by Vnshasena and by 
Sushena, both of wl*>m arc great bowmen 1 Of great energy, he had received 
lesions from Rama in weapons ! He was invincible in battle 3 'Hie fore 
moat one in all the world, as a car-warrior he was celebrated throughout all the 
worlds, lie was the saviour of the Dhartaraslitror, and the proccodcr in their 
van ! A slayei of hostile troops, he was the crustier of large bands of foes, liver 
engaged in I luryod hail's good, he was always prepared to inllsct woo on us ! He 
was invincible in battle by the very gods with Vasava at their head. In energy 
and might he was equal unto the god of fire and the god of wind* In gravity 
he wat unfathomable as the Nelliti world. The enhancer of the joys of 
friends, he was like die Destroyer himself unto foes ! Having slain Kama 
(who was even so) in dreadful battllc, by good luck it is that you two hare 
come, like a couple of celestials after vanquishing an A*ura I Today, 
O Achy ju and Arjuna, a great battle was (ought between myself exerting 
with might and that hero resembled the Destroyer, himself, while seeking lo 
exterminate all creatures ! My standard was cut down, and my two Farshni 
drivers alio were slain by him. I was also made steedless and carksi by him 
in the very sight of Yuyudhana, of Dhrishudyumna, of the twins (Nakula and 
Sahadtva), of the heroic Ciklumdin, as also m the very sight of the sons of 
Dvaupodi, and all the Pancbalas ! Having vanquished these his innumerable 
foes, Kama of mighty energy then van<phsbed me, O thou of mighty anus, 
although I exerted myself resolutely in battle I Pursuing me then and 
without doubt, vanquishing all my protectors, that foremost of warrior* 
addressed me in diverse harsh speeches. That I am still alive, O Dhananjaya, 
is due to the prowess uf Bbimasena. What more need I say ? I am unable in 
bear that humiliation 1 For thirteen years ; O Dhananjaya, through fear of 
Kama, I did not obtain any sleep by night or any comfort by day 1 FilHf 
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with haired ot Kama, 1 burn, O Dhanan>aya I Like the bird VadJhrinata I 
fled from Kama, knowing that the time for my own destruction had come.* The 
whole of my time bad passed in the thought as to buw I would accomplish the 
destruction of Kama in battle 1 Awake or asleep, O son of Kunti, I always 
beheld Kama (with ray mind's eve}. Wherever 1 was, the universe appeared to 
me to be full of Kama l Inspired with the fear of Kama, wherever 1 used to go, 

0 Dhaoarijaya, thither I beheld Kama standing before ray eyes \ Vanquished, 
in battle, with my steeds and car, by that hero who never retreated from 
battle, alive 1 was Jet off by him t What use have I of life or of kingdom either, 
since Kama, that ornament of battle, to-day cried Aonmc? That which 1 had 
never before met with at the hands of Bhishma or Kripa or Drona in battle, that 

1 mat with today at the hands of the Suta's ion, that mighty car-warrior ! It is 
ior this, O ron of Kunti, that 1 ask thee today ahotit thy welfare 1 Tell me in 
detail how thou hast slain Kama today ! In battle Kama was equal nnto 
Cakra himtclf. In prowess lie was equal unto Yama. In weapons he was 
equal unto Kama. How then hath he been slain ? He was regarded as a 
mighty car-wamor, conversant with all modes of warfare He was the foremost 
of all bowmen, and the one man amongst all men ! O prince, the son of 
Radha was always worshipped by Dhrilarashtra and his son, for thy sake 1 
How then hath he been slain by thee 1 In all engagements, Dhritarashtra's 
son, O Arjuna, used to regard Kama as thy death, O bull among men ! 
How then, O tiger among men, hath that Kama been data by thee in battle ? 
Tell me, O son of Kunti, how that Kama hath been slain by thee ! How, 
while lie was enigigod in battle, didst thou, O tiger a among men, strike of! 
his head in the very sight of all bis friends like a tiger tearing off the head of a 
Rvrv deer ? That Suta's sun who in battle searched all the points of Use compass 
for finding thee, that Kama who had promised to give a car with six hulls of 
elephantine proportions unto him that would point thee out. I ask, doth thai 
Kama of wicked soul lie today on the bare ground, slain with thy keen arrows 
equips with KanJka featliers ? Having slain the Sula's son in battle, thou hast 
accomplished a deed highly agreeable to me l Encountering him in battle, 
bast thou really slain that Suta's son, who, filled with arrogance and pride and 
bragging of his heroism, used to search everywhere on the field of battle for 
thee ? Hast thou, O sire, reslly slain in haute flat sinful wretch who used to 
always challenge thee and who was desirous, for thy sake of giving liotri 
others a magnificent car, made of gold along with a number of elephants and 
bulls and steeds ? Hast thou reslly slain today that sinful wight who was 
exceedingly dear to Suyodhana, and who, intoxicated with pride of heroism, 
used always to brag in the assembly of the Kurus * Encountered in battle, 
doth that wretch lie today on the field, his limbs exceedingly mangled with 
?ky ranging dnfts sped by thee from thy how and all steeped in blood ? Have 
the two arms of Dhritaraxbtra's son :>een (at last) broken ? Have those words 

* I do not understand the allusion. — T 
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been unfulfilled uttered from folly by him who, filled with pride, used to always 
boast in the midst of the kings for gladdening Duryodhana, saying,— / witt 
llay Pkaljluna ? O w»n of Ind'a, hath tliat Kama of little understanding been 
skin by thee today, that Suta's win who made the tow that he would not wash 
his feet as long as Panha lived ? That Kama of wicked understanding who 
in the assembly, before the Kuru chiefs, had addressed Krirhna, saying,— 
[Why, O Krishna, dost thou not abandon the Pandavus that are divested of 
might, exceedingly weak, and fallen ? ]— that Kama who had vowed for thy 
fake, saying that he would not return from ha tile without haring slain 
Krishna and K’artlia, — 1 ask, doth that Kama of sinful understanding lie today 
on the field, his body pierced with shafts ? Thou knuwext the nature of the 
hattle that took place when the Scinjayas and the Kauravas encountered cadi 
other, the battle, viz , In which 1 was brought to that distressful plight. 
Encountering that Kama, hast thou ‘lain him today ? O Savywtachin, hast 
thou today, with blazing shaft* sped from Gamdivu, cut off from the trunk of 
that K»rna of wicked understanding his resplendent head decked with ear- 
rings ? Pierced with Kama's shafts today, I had, 0 hero, thought of thee (that 
thou wouldst slay him) ! Hast thou then, by the slaughter of Kama, made 
that thought uf mine true ? In consequence of the protection granted him by 
Kama, Suyodhana, filled with pride, always recked us little. Displaying thy 
iwowest, haM thou today destroyed that refuge of Suyodluina ? That Sum’s 
son of wicked soul, that Kama of great wrath, who had formerly, in the 
presence of the Kaurava* and in the mida of the assembly, called us sesame 
seeds without kernel, encountering that Kama in battle, bast thou slain him 
today ? That Suta's won of wicked soul who had, laughing the while, commau 
ded Duscasana to forcibly drag Yajnasena’s daughter won in gambling by 
Suvata'a son, hath he been slain today by thee ? That Kama of little under- 
standing who, having been counted as only half a car-warrior during the tale 
of Rath at and Atirathas , had upbraided that foremost of all wielders of 
weapons on Earth, via., our grandsire Bhishma hath he been slain by thee ? 
Extinguish, O Phalguna, this fire in my heart that is born of vindictiveness and 
is fanned by the wind of humiliation, telling me that thou hast slain Kama 
today, haring encountered him in battle ! The news of Kama’s slaughter is 
exceedingly agreeable to me. Tell me, therefore, now the Suta’s son bath 
been slain I Like the divine Vishnu waiting for the arrival of Indra with the 
intelligence of Vritra's slaughter, I had so long waited for thee, O hern ’ " 



SECTION LX VII, 

"Sanjsya said — 'Hearing these words of the righteous king who had been 
filled with anger, that high-soulcd Aciratka, v:#., Jishnu of infinite energy, 
replied unto the invincible Yudhuhthira of great might, saying,— While battling 
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with the bafnkifitak n today, Dron %'s son who always procccdcth at the head 
of the Kuru troops, O king, suddenly c*aie # tnfura me, shooting shafts 
that resembled snakes of virulent poison.^ Beholding my car, of rattle 
deep a* the roar uf clouds, all tike troops be* an to encompass it, Slaying 
full live hundred ot those, I loan, U foremusl ut kings proceeded against 
Diona's son. Appmsdiing me, O king, tlutt hero with great resolution 
rushed agiinst me like a [wince of elephant* against a lien, and desired 
to rescue, 0 monarch, the Kiurava car-warriors that were being slaught- 
ered by me. Tneii, in that haltie, O II Kara u, the preceptor's son, that 
foremost of lictu^s among the Kurus, incapable of being nude to tremble, 
began to afflict me and Jinuddan* with whetted shafts resembling poison 
or fire. While engaged in battle with me, eight carts, each drawn by 
eight bullocks carried hi* hundreds of arrows. He shot them all at me, 
but like a wind destroying the cluudi I deilrujed with uiy shaft* that 
arrowy shower of his. Hu then shot at me, with skill and force and 
resolution, thouiandc ot other arrows, ull sped from his bow-string stretched 
U> Ins very ear, even like a black cloud in the season ol rams jxiurmg 
in torrents the witcr with which it is charged So quickly did I Buna's 
son career in that lwUtle Out we could not discern from which side, 
the left or the nglit, he shot his arrows, nor could we notice when he 
took up Ins arrows arid when he let them ufl. Indeed, the bow of 
Drona’s ion was seen by us tu bo incessantly drawn to a circle. At 
last, tbe son uf Drum pierced me with five whetted arrows and Vaiud-va 
also with five whetted arrows. Wiihiri the twinkling uf an eye, however 
] afflicted biiu with thirty shall* endued with the force uf thunderbolts. 
Exceeding!; afflicted wi;h tho-ic shafts sped by me, he suun assumed the 
tor m of a procupne. AH his limit* became bathed in blood. Beholding 
his troop*, those foremost uf warriors all covered with bluod and over- 
whelmed by me, he then entered the car-division of the Suu's sun. 
Seeing the truupa ovuiwliebued by iue in battle, and struck with leaf, 
and beholding the elephant* and steeds flying away, that grinder (ol 
hostile host*), vis , Kama approached me quickly with fifty great car- 
warriors. Slaying them all and avoiding Kama, l have quickly come 
hither fur seeing thee. AH tins Paitcbolu urc afflketed with fair at sight 
of Kama like kin* at the scent of a lion. The Pnbhadrakas also, O king, 
having approached Kama, are like persons that have entered the wide-open 
jaws of Death. Kama has already despatched to YamVs abode full seven- 
teen hundred of those di stressed var warriors. Indeed, (J King, the Suu's 
sun did not become cheerless till he lud a sight of us. Thou hadst 
first been engaged with Acwatthaman and exceedingly mangled by him. I 

• TImj Bengal reading uf tlve last word is evidently incorrect. The 
correct reading seems to be Knfuuhinytr^jan as given in the bomb&y 
edition. — T. 
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h«srd that seller that thou wart scan by Kama. O tbou uf inconceivable 
feats, 1 thought that thou uia^t have, O king, been enjoying rest ( in the 
ramp). Having come away from the rruel Kama. 1 have seen, O son of 
Pandu, the great and wonderful ( Jiharfriui ) weapon of Kama displayed in 
the van of battle. There is now no other warrior among cho Srinjayas that i< 
able to resist the mighty car-warrior Kama l Let Cini's grandson Satyaki, and 
Ohmhudyutnna, O king, he the |wotertors of my car-wheels. Let the heroic 
I winces Yudhamanyu and Utumaujas protect my rear. O tbou of great glory, 
encountering that heroic und invincible car-warriur, via, the Sou's son, 
slaying in the hostile axiuy, like Cskfa encountering Vritra, O foremost of 
kings, I will, O Blurata, fight with the Suta'* too if he can be found in 
Ihi* battle today 1 Come and behold me and tbe Sun's son contending with 
each other in battle for victory ! There, the Prabhadrakas are rushing 
towards the face of a mighty bull ! There, O BltaraU, six thousand princes ate 
sacrificing themselves in battle today ! Come and behold me and the Suta’s 
son contending with each other in battle foe victory ! There, the Prabhadrakas, 
are rushing towards Kama like persons rushing tow Aids the face of a mighty 
bull ! There, 0 Bharata, si* thousand princes arc sacrificing themselves in 
battle for the take of heaven I If, putting forth my strength, 1 do not, O king, 
slay Kama today with all his relatives while engaged in battle with him, then 
that end will be mine, O lion am.^ng kings, which is his that does not acocxn 
plish a vow made by hint ! I beg of thee, blew me, saying that victory will be 
mine in battle 1 Yonder, tbe DbartaiAalitras are about to devour Bhinu ! I will, 
0 Ik>n among kings, slay the Suta's son and his troops and all mr foes ’ " 



SECTION UCVfll. 

''Sanjaya said,-— ‘Hearing that Kama of might) energy was still alive, 
Pritha's son Yudhbhtliira of immeasurable energy, exceedingly angry with 
Phalguna and burning with the shafts of Kami, taid these wards unto 
Dhananjiya — O sire, thy army is fled and hath been beaten in a way that is 
scarcely honorable ! Inspired with fear and deserting Bhimu, thou hast 
tome hither >iuce thou had been unable to slay Kama I Thou hast, by 
entering her womb, rendered the conception of Kunti abortive ! Tbou ba^t 
acted improperly by deserting Bhirua because thou wert unable to slay the 
Suu’s son 3 Tbou had*h O Partha, said unto mo in the Duaita wood* that 
thou wouldsi, un a single car, slay Kama Why then, through fear of Kama 
hast thou came hither, avoiding Kama and deserting Bhima ? If in the 
Ihraiu v.**Js thou hadst said unto me,^{0 king. 1 shall not be able to fight 
with Kama!]— we would then* O Partha, have made other as range rnents 
suitable to the circumstance* 1 Having promised me tbe slaughter of Kama, 
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ihou hist nut, O hero, kept that promise ! Bringing us into the midst of toes 
why hist th'Ki broken Us into pieces by ihowing us down on a hard snil ? 
Expecting diverse good thing! end benefits from thee, O Arjuna, we have 
always uttered blessings on thee 1 Ail those expectations, however, O prince, 
have prnred vain like those of persons txpteunl of fruit getting instead a tree 
hurlhened only with flowers I Like a flab-book hid within a piece of me* t, or 
poiann overlaid with food, thou didst, for disapjxiinting us at last, point out 
destruction in the shape of kingdom unto ourselves covetous of kingdom ! 
Fur these thirteen years, O Dhananjaya, we have, from hope, lived relying 
on thee, like seed sown on Earth in expectation of the showers sent by the 
god* in reason 1 Even these were the words that a voice in the skies lud said 
unto Pritha on the seventh day after thy birth, O thou of foolish undcrsian 
ding I — [This son of thine that is born will have the prowess of Va&ata himself • 
He will vanquish all his heroic foes ! Endued with superior energy, be will 
at Khandava vanquish all the celestials united together and diverse other 
creatures ! This one will subjugate the Madras, the Kalingas, and the 
Kaikayas. This one will, in the midst of many kings, slay the Kurus ! 
There will be no bowman superior to him, and no • feature will ever he able to 
vanquish him ! With his senses und«r control, and having obtained mastery 
over all brandies of knowledge, this one, by merely desiring it, will bring 
all creatures under subjection to himself ! This high-suuled son that is born oi 
thee, O Kunti, will in beauty lx the rival of Soma, in speed of the god uf wind, 
in patience of Mem, in forgiveness of Earth, in splendour of Surya, in pros- 
perity of the Lord of treasures in courage of Cakra, and in might of Vishnu. 
He wilt be the slayer of all fues like Vishnu the son of Aditi ' Endued with 
immeasurable energy, he will be celebrated for the destruction he will deal to 
foes and the success he will win for friends 1 He will, besides, be the foundei 
of a race !)— Even thus, in the skies, on the summit of the Catacringa moun- 
tains, m the hearing of many ascetics, that voice sfwke. All Uiat, however 
hath not cjidc to pass I Alas, it shows that the gods even may speak 
untruths l Hearing also the words of jwaisc always uttered about tbec by many 
foremost of I never expected that Suyodhana would wiii success and 

prosperity or that thou thyself wouldsl be afflicted with the fear of Kama I 
Thou ridest upm an excellent car constructed by the celertisl artificer himselt, 
with axle 4 that do not creak, and with standard that bears tbc ape. Thou 
bearert a sword attached to that belt of gold and silk. This thy bow Candida 
is full six cubits long. Thou hast Kecava for thy driver. Why then, through 
fear of Kama lust thou come away from battle, O Partha ! If, O thou ol 
wicked tool, thou hadst given this bow tu Kecava and become his driver, then 
Kecava could have (by this time) slain the fierce Kama like (Cakra), tbc lord of 
the Marutt slaying with his thunder the Asvra Vritra ! If thou art unable 
to resist the fierce son of Radha today as he i9 careering in battle, give ibis tby 
GanAoa todiy to some other king, that may be thy superior in { the use and 
knowledge of) weapon! ! If that be done, tbc world will not then behold us 
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bere/e of sons and wives, deprived of happiness in consequence of the loss of 
kingdom, and sunk, O son of Pandu, in an unfathomable Hell of great 
misery t It would have been better for thee if thou hadsi never been bom in 
ihe wo«nb of Kuoti, or having taken thy birth theTe, if thou hadtt come out 
on the fifth month an abortion, than to have, O prin ;e, thus oomc away from 
battle, O thou of wicked soul 1 Fie on thy GanJiva, fie on the might of thy 
arms, fie on thy inexhaustible arrows ! Fie on thy banner with the gigantic ape 
on it, and 5c on thy car given thee by the god of fire f— 



SECTION LXIX. 

"Han Jay a said,— ‘Thus addressed by Yudhishthira, Kunti'a son owning 
while steeds, filled with rage., drew bis sword for slaying that bull of 
Bharat*’* race. Beholding his wrath, Kecava, conversant with the working? 
of the (human) heart, said, —Why, O Pauha, dost thou draw thy sword ? 
I do not, O Dhananjaya, behold any one here with whom thou hast 
tu fight I The Dbarurasbiras nave now been assailed by the intelligent 
Bhimasena I Ttiou comes* from battle. O son ol Konti, for seeing the 
king. The king has been seen by thee ! Indeed, Yudhishthira is well. Having 
seen that tiger among kings who is endued with prowess equal to that of a 
tiger, why ibis folly at a time when thou should*! rejoice ? I do not see here, 

0 son of Kunti, the person whom tboo mayst slay! Why then dost thou 
deiire to strike } What is this delusion of thy mind ? Why dost thou, with 
such speed, take up that formidable sword ? 1 ask thee this, O son ol 
Kunti 1 What is this that thou art about, inasmuch as, O thou of incon- 
ceivable prowess, tliou graspest that sword in anger ?— Thus addressed by 
Krishna, Arjuna, casting his eyes on Yudhishthira, and breathing like an 
angry snake, wid unto Govinda,— 1 would cut off the head of that man 
who would tell me— Givt tky GanJtvu to another ft run !— Even this is 
my secret vow. Those words have been spoken by this king, O thuu of 
immeasurable prowew, in thy presence, O Govinda I I dare not forgive 
them ! I will for that slay this king who himself lews the slightest 
falling off from virtue. Slaying this best of men, I will keep my vow 1 
It is for this that 1 have drawn the sword, O delighter of the Yadus I 
Even I, slaying Yudhishthira, will pay off my debt to truth ! By that 

1 will dispel my grief and fever, O Janarddana ! I ask thee, what do 
you think suitable to the circumstances that have arisen t Thou, O sire. 



* The bombay edition contains aboot 8 more verses in this rection. It 
is difficult to decide whether they are genuine. I prefer, however, to follow the 
BcngV. texts in such matters.— T. 
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knoweit the entire past and future of this universe ! I will do whiit thou 
wilt tell me I— 1 

‘‘Sanjaya continued,— ‘Govinda then said— Fu t /**— unto Partha and 
once more continued to say,— I now know, O Partha, that thou hast not 
waited upon the old, since, O tiger among men, thou hast yielded to 
wrath at a time when thou shouldst not have done so 1 No one that is 
acquainted with the distinctions of morality would act in the way, O 
Dlunanjaya, in which thou, O son of Pandu, that art unacquainted with 
them are for acting today 1 He, O Partha, is the worst of men who 
achieveth acts that should not be done and acts that are apparently 
proper but condemned by the scriptures.* Tbou knowest not the oonclu- 
sii.ns of those learned men who, waited upon by pupils, declare their 
opinions, following the dictate* of morality.! The man that it not acquain- 
ted with those conclusions becomes confounded and stupified, O Parti* 
even as thou hast lieen stupified, in discriminating tatween what should he 
done and wlut should not What should be dune and what should not, can- 
not be ascertained easily. Everything can be ascertained by the aid of 
the scriptures. Thou, however, art not acquainted with the scriptures. 
Since (believing thy self) conversant with morality thou art desirous of 
observing morality (in this way, it seems) thou art actuated by ignorance. 
Thou believe*! thyself to He conversant with virtue, hut thou dost not 
know, O Partha, that the slaughter of living creature* is a sin. Absten- 
tion from injury to animal* is, I think, the highest virtue. One may 
even speak an untruth, but one shou.d never kill. How then, O fore- 
most of men, couldit thou wish, like an ordinary person, to slay thy 
eldest brother, the King, who is conversant with morality ? The slaughter 
of a person not eogaged in battle, or of a foe, O Bharata, who has 
turned his face from battle or who flies away oc seeks protection or joins 
tits hands or yields himself up or it careless, is never applauded by the 
righteous All these attributes are in thy superior { This vow, O Partha, 
was adopted by thee before from foobshness. In consequence of that 
vow thoJ art now, from folly, desirous of perpetrating a sinful acL Why, 
O Partha, dust thou rush towards thy reverend superior for slaying him, 



* Akaryanam Kriyanam means acts that should not he done. Karya- 
mam Akrija*um % i acts cundemnied ( by the scri|*wc* ) but nevertlielesB 
appearing as proper, such as the slaughter of the eldest brother for keeping a 
vow.— T, 

t SamatatiUaravic l lit* one acquainted with a subject both in detail and 
in the gro-s ; in other words, a learned person, or a man of great experience. 
Ufastkitas is explained by Nilaluntha as waited ujx>n by pupils. Kathaytyu* 
is, lit. speak or preach. — T. 

} /. e .. all the attribute* that would make slauchter censrrahl* occur in 
Yudhishthria.— T. 




MAHABHARATA 



184 

without having resolved the exceedingly subtile course of morality that is, 
again, difficult of being understood ? I will now tell thee, O son of 
Pandu this mystery connected with morality,— this mystery that was dec 
lared by Bhibhma, by the righteous Yudhishthira. by Vtdura otherwise 
called KlhaSri, and by Kunti, of great celebrity. 1 will tell ibee that 
mystery in all its details. Listen to it, O L>li*oaoj.iya ! One who speaks 
truth is righteous* There is nothing higher than truth. Heboid, however, 
truth as practised is exceedingly difficult to be understood a* regards its 
essential attributes. Truth may be uu utter tblc, and even falsehood may 
be utterabie where falsehood would heroine truth and truth would become 
falsehood. In a situation uf psnl to life and in uixirao^e, falsehood 
becomes utte table. In a situation involving the lom of one's entire pro 
pony, falsehood bonoraes alterable. On an occasion of marriage, or of 
enjoying a woman, of when life is in danger, or when one's entire pro 
petty is about tn be taken away, or for the sake of a Brahmana. 
falsehood may 1* uUcrcd. These five kinds of falsehood hare 

been declared to he sinles?. On these occasions falsehood would 
become truth and truth would become falsehood. He is a fool 
that practises truth without knowing the difference b e tween truth and 
falsehood. One is said to be conversant with morality when one is able 
tn distinguish between truth and (alsel*M>d. What wonder then in this 
that h man of wisdom, by penetrating even a cruel act, may obtain great 
merit like Valaka by the slaughter of the blind beast ? What wonder, 
again, in this Hat a foolish and ignorant person, from even the desire 
of winning merit, earns great sin like Kaueika (living! among the 
rivers ?— 

“Arjuna said,— Tell n»e # O holy one, this story that 1 may under- 
viand it, vis., this illustration about Valaka and about Kaucika (living) 
among rivers 1— 

•’Vasudeva said, — There was a certain hunter of animals, O Bharat*, 
ol the name of Valaka He used, for the livelihood of his sons and 
wives and not from will, tu slay animals. Du voted to the duties of his 
own order and always speaking the truth and never hat bousing malice* 
he used also to support hi 4 parents and others that depended upon him. 
One day, searching for animals even with ^severance and care, he 
found none- At last he saw a beast of prey whose sense of smell sup- 
plied the delect of his eyes, employe} in drinking water. Although he 
had never seen such an animal before, still he slew it immediately 
After the slaughter of that blind b^ast, a floral shower fell from the 
skies (upon the hrad of the Inin ter 1. A celestial rar alsn, exceedingly 
delightful and resounding with the songs of Apuras and the music of 
their instruments, came from heaven for taking away that hunter uf animals 
That beast of prey, having undergone ascetic austerities, had obtained a 
l.nnn and bid become the /•ansa of tba dominion of alt creatures Pot 
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ihis reason he was mule blind by lire km ' "in. Having dam that 
animal which bad resolved ti> slay all creaturet.. V iU went to heaven. 
Morality is even so difficult of being understood. Tli-.iu • i an ascetic of 
die name of Kaucika without much knowledge of the script vu. -.* r *' ,ived 00 
a spot much removed from a village, at a point where many riv- m met. 
He made a vow. Saying, — I must always speak the truth !— lie th.-n 
became celebrated, 0 Hltaiur.J.j ., s a v|m»ke» of truth. At that time 
certain perms. from fear of robbers, enUfud lluU wood ( -here Kaucika 
dwelt). Thither even, the robbers, filled with rage, searched for them 
carefully. Approaching Kaucika then, that speaker of truth, they a*k< d hint 
saying, — ( O hoi, one. by which path have a multitude of men gone a 
little while before ? Asked in the name ol Truth, answer un. II thou hast 
seen them, tell us this. ]— Thus adjured. Kiucika told them the truth, stying— 
[ Those men have entered this wood crowded with many trees and creeper.; 
and plants. ]— Even thus, O 1‘arthu, did Kaucika give them the information. 
Then those cruel men, it is heard, finding « -m the m.-iwiw they ••"Uhl, ’' e » 
them all. In consequence ol that great sin consisting in lire words >|wk«sn, 
Kaucika, ignorant of the subtilities of morality, fell into a grievous hell, even as 
a foolish man, of little knowledge, and unacquainted wit . thu distinctions ol 
morality, falleth into painful hell by not having asked persons uf age for 
the solution of his doubts. There must be some indications for distinguishing 
virtue (rum sin. Sometimes that high and ufcattahabk knowledge may bo 
had by the escrcise of reason. Many parsons say, on the out- hand, that the 
scriptures indicate morality. I do not contradict this. The scriptures, 
however, do not provide fur every case. For the growth of creatures Have 
precepts oi morality been d-dated. That which is connected with abstention 
from injury must, lor certain, be morality. The jwceepts u; morality were 
made for making creatures abstain from injury. And because ii uplwldelh all 
therefore is morality called Dkarmm. In fact, morality ujilioldetb all ceaturcs. 
Therefore, that is morality, without doubt, which is calculated to upliold (crea- 
tures). One should never have any intercourse with those persons llial on any 
occasion hope to acquire virtue by acting according to the precepts of unassis- 
ted reason, or to win salvation, as regards situations about which the scriptures 
are silent, by the same means. (In situations again where neither the scriptures 
nor wisdom of the reason affords any light), when the necosiity to speak arises, 
one should maintain silence, or, if silence produces any risk (u. one’s uwnBolf 
or to others), it is better to speak an untruth. Verily, Hut untruth is truth. 
He that, in view of certain purposes makes a vow which he does not keep by 
h» act*, obtain* not the fruit of Hut vow t On occasions of danger to Me, or 



• I prefer the reading lafiatwi navahufru f.u. The Otto 'JSlJ 

by Ntlakanantha, is tafaswim/Vohucntui. meaning the foremost ol a ce ies 

to.,— T 

t Verses 60, 6i, and 6.- arc what arc called mrn or Vj^ahutas. I have 
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of marriage, of of risk of destruction to one’s entire body of relative* and 
kinsmen, or of jests, that which is said will not be regarded as falsehood. 
They that arc conversant with the truth* of morality do not behold sin in all 
this. There where by even an oath one may escape from the company of 
thieves and robbers it is better to swear falsely, for that falsehood would, 
without doubt, be troth. No one should give his wealth to thieves, if, of course, 
he can avoid it hy any means. The gift of one’s wealth lo sinful men afflicts 
the giver himself. Therefore, a falsehood uttered for the «ake of a righteous 
end docs not become falsehood. I have now duly declared unto thee the 
indications by which morality or its reverse) may be ascertained. Having 
lteaid all this, tell me, O Partha, if Yudhishthira deserves to be slain by 
thee !— 

“ ‘Arjuna said, — Thou, 0 Krishna, art of great wisdom and great intelli- 
gence ! That which thou hast said for our good is undoubtedly true ! Thou 
art as 11 mother tint n us as also a father ? Thou. O Krishna, art our great 
refuge ! It is *oe this I Hal thou givest us excellent counsel 1 There is nothing 
in the tWc worlds, () Krishna, that is nut known tu thee l Therefore, thou 
knowest high morality in all its details. 1 certain ly regard king Yudhishthira 
the jutt to be unplayable by me. In this, however, that is my present (impose, 
tell me graciously something that I may do. lastcn now to something else 
in my heart and which 1 will now declare ! Thou knowest, O thou of 
Dacarhu's race, what my vow is ! I would, putting forth my might, slay him 
among men that would tell me these word*, via.,— [Give thy Gondii i to some 
other person, O Partha, who is thy superior in weapons and energy ! ]— So 
Rhima also will day the person that will call him intdUiL* The king hath 



followed the gloss of Nilakantha in rendering them, Nyaytna in 6o alludes to 
the numerous precepts of a moral character refer rihle to the human wisdom 
unassisted hy inspiration or the scriptures, such as “the wise man should make 
others happy Even that is worship offered to the Deity." Akujantna has 
reference to the silence of the M!ri|yturev on any particular matter. Gramma- 
tically, Uihanti is understood after Aloki/iam in the second l no of (So. Re- 
garding the morality of what is *a»d in 6i, one of the fictions of Sir waiter 
bcou f via, ll'oodit wA, furnishes an apt illustration in the answer of Sir 
iienn to Oliver Cromwell when the former was asked about the presence 
or otherwise of Lottii Airily in the hoiii*. However ca'nists may argue, 
no reader, whatever Ins principles. would despise the honest cannier for a 
he who«e object was the safety of his king. In 62, what is said, parhara, is 
that /%rjuno, by not keeping his vow, incurred only the Kiss of the fruits of 
1 . vow, and as his vow had been luutivelesg nr lad proceeded at best from 

vanity or aelt conceit his loss would be immaterial. At any rate, he ran no 
risk ut S!n by not keeping his foolish vow.— T. 



It ls difficult for foreigners Co catch the sense of tuis word as a term 
of ._iu*e or reproach. The fact is, ihc Indian races believe that a beardless 
(•erson u more of a woman that a man, the hirsute appendages of manhood 
arc so highly pnicd by them. In Hcn K al the word 4 W # ( Sanskrit— 
luvamka ) i§ still a term of reproaoi. No person. in the morning, rising 
from t^ed, should tec the face of a man that is destitute of the hirsute honors 
of manhood— 1. 
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repeatedly used those very wotds to me, in Uiy presence, O hero, vix. a — (Give 
thy bow !] — If 1 slay him, O Kccava, 1 will not be able tu live in this world for 
even a moment. Having intended again the slaughter of the king through 
folly and the loss of my mental faculties, I have been polluted by tin 1 It 
behoveth thee today, O foremost of *13 righteous persons, to give me such 
counsel that my vow, known throughout the world, may become true while at 
the suite time both myself and the eldest son of Pandu may live ! — 

M V*sudev.i said.— The king was fatigued, and under the influence of grief. 
He hid b±«n mangled in battle by Kama with numerous arrows. After tint 
O hero, he was repeatedly struck by the Suta's son (with his shafts), while be 
wag retreating from battle.* It wa* for this that, hboring under a load of 
sorrow, be spoke those improper words unto thee in wrath. He provoked 
thee by those words go that thou might st slay Kama in battle. The son of 
Pandu knows that the wretrhrd Kama is incapable of being borne by any 
one else in the world (save thee) ! It was for this, O Partita, that tin: king in 
great wrath said those harsh words to thy face. The stake in the game of 
today's battle has been made to lie in the ever aJcrt and always unbearable 
Kama. That Kama being slain, the Kauravaa would necessarily bo van 
quished. Even this is what the royal son of Dharma hud thought. For this 
the son of Dharma does not deserve death. Thy vow also, O Arjuna, should 
be kept. Listen now to my counsels that will be agreeable to thee,— to 
counsels in consequence of which Yodhishtbira without being actually depri- 
ved uf life may yet be dead. As long as one that is deserving of re*|>ect 
continues to receive respect, he is said to live in the world of men. When, 
however, such a person meets with di*rc*poct, he is spoken of a* one that is 
dead though alive. This king hath alwa>g been respected by tliee and by 
Bhima and the twins, as also by all heroes and all persona in the world that 
are venerable fur years. In some trifle then show him disrespect. Therefore, 
O Part ha, address this Yudhisluhira as thou when his usual form of address 
is your honor, A superior, O Bharata, by being addressed as is killed 

though not deprived nf life I Bear thyself thus, O son of Kunti, tuwarda 
king Yudhishlhita the jusL Adopt this censurable behaviour, O |ierpc*uatcr of 
Kuru's race 1 This best audition of all auditions, hath been declared by both 
Atharvan and Angim*. t Men desiring good should always act in this way 
without scruples of any kind. Without being deprived of life a superior is yet 
said to be killed if that venerable on:* is addressed as /Amt. Conversant with 
duty as thou art, address king Vudhishthira, the just, in the manner I have 
indicated. Thiv death, O von of Pandu, at thy hands, king Yudhbhtbira will 
never regard as an offence committed by thee. Having addressed him in this 
way, thou mayst then worship bis feet and hpeak words of respect unto this son 

* The Bengal reading AyuJdhrsmwu* seems to be correct. — T. 

t Cruit is rendered Audition,' having been first declared by Brahman to 
a hearer. — T. 
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of Pntha and soothe his wounded honor. Thy brother is wise. The royal con 
of Pand u, tlktrefore, will never be angry with tbee. Freed from falsehood os 
also from fratricide, thou will then, O Partha. cheerfully slay the Suta's son 
Kama ' — " 



SECTION LXX. 

'San jaya said — ‘nun addressed by Janarddana, Pritha’s son Arjuna, 
applauding those counsels of his friend, then vehemently addressed kins 
Yudhbhthira, the just, in language that was harsh and the like of which be had 
never used before. 

11 ‘Arjuna said,— Do thou not, O king, address these upbraiding to roe,— 
thou lb.it art (tassiii;; tby time full two miles away from battle ! Ill lima, 
however, who is buttling with the foremost heroes of the world may upbraid 
me ! Having atilirted bis foe* at the proper time in battle, and slain many 
brave lords of Kartli and many locemmt ot cif-warriora and huge elephants 
and many heroic horsemen and countless brave combatants, he hath, in 
addition, slain a thousand elephants and trn thousand Kamvoja niountaineeri, 
and is uttering loud leonine roars an bailie like a lion after slayiog innumerable 
smaller animals ! Thai la ro achieved! like most difficult feats, the like of 
which thou canti never achieve ! Jumping down from his car, mace in hand, 
he hath destroyed a Ur*e number of slerds and cars and elephants in bailie 1 
With uIsj his foremost of sw.irds he hath destroyed many horsemen and cars 
and steeds and elejihunls ! With the broken limbs of cars, and with his bow 
lio Con lUmclh Ids foes 1 Ivndiicd with tike prowess of Indra, with his 
feet and aha* his hare amis lie sluyelh numerous foes. Possessed of great 
night and resembling Kuma or Varna, be dcstroycth the hostile army, putting 
forth his strength. That Bhtmascna hath the right to upbraid me, but not 
•tiou that art always protected by friends ! A mating the foremost of car- 
warriors and elephants and steeds and foot-soldiers, Bbima, single handed, is 
now in die midst of the Dhartar&ditras 1 That chastiser of foes bath the 
right to upr aid me ! That diastihcr of foes who is slaying die KaJingas, the 
Van gas, tnc Augas, the Nisbadas, ami the Magadhaa, and Urge ouniberB 
of hostile elepl-anfs that are ever infuriate and tbit look like mastes of blue 
clouds, in otxopetent to upbraid me ! Riding on a suitable car, shaking his 
Ixiw at the proper time, and with sluifu in his (other) lurid, that li .ru poureth 
shower* of mow, in great battle like die clouds pouring torrents of rain. Bight 
hundred elephants, l have Seen, with their frontal globes split open and die 
ends of ti*eir tusks cut off, have today been slain by Ilhixua with shafts in 
battle. That slayer of foes U competent to tell iue harsh words. Tike learned 
say that the strength of foremost of Ilralunaius lies in speech, and that the 
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Kshatnya's strength n in his arms. Thuu, O Hltai.ua, art strong in words 
and very unfeeling ! Thou thinkcst me to be like thyself ! I always strive 
to do thee good with my **d, hie, sons and wives ! Since, notwithstanding 
all this, thou still picrccst me with such wordy darts, it is evident that wc 
cannot expect any happiness from thee. Lying on Draupadi's bed thou 
insuitest me, though (or thy sake 1 slay the mightiest of car warriors ! Thou 
nrt without any anxiety, O Htmrata, and thou art cruel ! I have never obtained 
any happiness from thee 1 It was foe thy good, O chief of men, that Rhishraa, 
firmly devoted to truth, himself told thee the means of bis death in battle, and 
whs slain by the heroic and high-aouled Cikhandin, the son of Drupuh, protec- 
ted by me 1 I do not derive any pleasure from tin* thought of thy restoration 
to sovereignty, since thou art addicted to Ilia evil practice of gambling I Having 
thyself committed a wicked act to which they only arc addicted that are low, 
thou desirest now to vanquish thy foes through out aid ! Thou hadst heard 
of the numerous faults and the great sinfulness of dice that Sahadeva spoke 
about. Yet dice, whirl* is worshiped by the wicked, thou couldu not abandon I 
It was fur this that all of uh lave fallen into hell I H e have never derived any 
happiness from thee since thou weft engaged in gambling with dice. Having, 
O son of Pandu, thyself caused all this calamity, thou art, again, addrtsung 
these harsh words to use ! Slain by us, hostile troops are lying on the field, 
with mangled bodies and uttering loud wails ! It wa« thou that didst that 
cruel act in coitsotjuencc of which the Kaurd vis have ticcome offenders and 
are being destroyed I Nations from the North, tl.o West, the East, and the 
Smith, are being struck, wounded and slain, alter the performance of incom- 
parable feats in battle by great warriors of both, aides. It was thou that hadu 
gambled! It was for thee that we lost our kingdom 1 Our calamity arose 
from thee, O king I Striking us, again, with the cruel goad of thy speeches, 
O king, do not pruvoke our wrath ! — 

M Sanjaya said, — ‘Having addressed these harsh and exceedingly hitter words 
unto his eldest brother and thereby committed a small sin, the intelligent 
Savyasachm of calm wisdom, who is ever actuated by tin: leaf ol falling away 
from virtue, became very cheerless. The son ol the chief of the celestials 
became filled with repentance, and breathing heavily, drew his sword. Seeing 
this, Krishna asked him, — What is this ? Why dost thou again unslieathe thy 
sword blue as the sky ? Tell me what thy answer is, for then I (dull give thee 
counsel for the gratification of thy object !— Thus addressed by tlut foremost 
of men, Arjuna in great sorrow answered Kecava, saying, — I shall, pulling forth 
my strength, slay my own self by whom this wicked act hath been done I — 
Hearing those words uf Partbs, Kecava, that foremost of all righteous persons 
said this unto I Ihananjaya, — Having said these words unto the king, why hast 
thou become so cheerless ? O slayer of foes, thou desirest now to destroy 
thy own self. This, however, O Kir it in, is not approved by the righteous I 
If, O hero anmng men, Uhmj had *4 today, from fear of sin, slain this thy eldest 
brother of virtuous soul, what would then have been thy condition and what 
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wouldet tbou not then have done ? Morality is subtile, O RharaLa, and 
unknowable, especially by those that are ignorant Listen to me as I preach 
to thee ! By destroying thy own self thou wouldst sink into a more terrible 
bell than if thou hadst Jain thy brother ! Declare now, »n words thy own 
merit. Thou shalt then, O Partlia, have slain thy own self 1 — Applauding 
these words, saying, — l.et it be so, O Krishna ! — Ohananjaya, the son of Cakra, 
lowering his bow, said unto Yudhishthira, that foremost of virtuous persons, — 
Listen, O king I There is no other bowman, O ruler of men, like unto myself, 
except the deity that bears IHuaka ! I am regarded by even that illustrious 
deity. In a moment I can destroy this universe of mobile and immobile 
creatures ! It was I, O king, that vanquished all the (mints of the compass 
with all the king9 ruling there, and brought all to thy mibjection ! The 
Rajasuyn ( performed by thee ). brought to completion by gilt of IkUtshina, 
and the Celestial palace Owned by thee, were buth due lu my prowess ! In 
FsJT hands arc (marks of) sharp shafts and a stringed bow with arrow fixed 
thereon. On both ray soles arc the signs of cars with standards. No one 
can vanquish a person like me in battle ! Nations fruni 'lie North, the West, 
the East and live South, have been struck down, slain, exterminated and 
destroyed. A small remnant only of the Samutftakas is alive. I alone have 
slain hall ol the entire (hostile) army 1 Slaughtered by rue, the Bhatata host 
that resembled, O king, the very host of the celestials, is lying dead on the 
field. 1 slay those with (high) weapons that arc conversant with high weapons. 
For this reason I do not reduce the three worlds to ashes.* Riding upon ray 
terrible and victorious car, Krishna and myself will soon proceed lor slaying 
the Suta's son ! Let this king become cheerful now. K will surely slay Kama 
in battle, with my arrows ! Esther the Suta dime will today be made childless 
by me, or Kunti will be made childless by Kama ? Truly do I say it that 1 
will not put off my armour without having slain Kama with my arrows in 
battle I — ' 

'*San)aya said,— 'Having said these words unto that foremost of virtuous 
person, vrs., Yudhhbthira, l’artha threw down his weapons and cast aside his 
bow and quickly thrust his swurd into the sheath. Hanging down Ins hrad in 
shame, the diadem-decked Arjuna, with joined bands, addressed Yudhighthim 
and said,— Be cheerful, O king, forgiving roe ! What I have raid, you will 
understand a little while alter ! I bow to thee I— Thus seeking to chocr that 
royal hero capable ol bearing all lues, Arjuita, that foremost of men, standing 
there, once more said, — This Usk will not be delayed I It will be accom- 
plished soon ! Kama comcth towards me. I shall proceed again 4 him 1 I 
shall, with my whole soul, proceed for rescuing Bhiraa from the batik and for 

♦ The meaning is that if I wished to destroy persons unconvcriant with 
(superior) weapons by means of the (superior) weapons I have, then, by this 
lime* I could consume the universe. It is however, a rule with me that I 
never use my superior weapons against any one who is unacquainted with 
superior weapons. — T. 
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slaying the Suta’s son ! 1 tell thee that f hold my life for thy good ! Know 

this foe the truth, O kin* ! — Having said *►, the diadem-decked Arjuna uf 
biasing splendour touched the king's feet and rose for jwocueding to the field. 
Hearing, however those harsh words of his brother Pfalguna, Prado's son, 
king Yudhbbthira the ju«, rising up from dial bed { on which he luut been 
sitting ), said these words unto Partha, with his heart filled with sorrow !— 

0 Partha, I have acted wickedly 1 For that, ye have heen overwhelmed with 
terrible calamity ! Do thou strike off, therefore this ray head today ! I am 
the worst of men, and the extenninater of my race I 1 am a wretch ! I am 
addicted to wicked courses. I am o| foolish understanding ! I am idle and a 
coward I I am an insulter of the old t I am cruel 1 What wouldst thou 
gain by always being obedient to a cruel person like mr ? A wretch that I ain, 

1 shall this very day retire into the woods ! Live yon happily without me I 
The high-soulcd Bhimascna is fit to be king ! A eunuch that I am, what shall 
I do with sovereignty f I ani incapable of bearing these harsh speeches of 
thyself excited with wrath 1 Let Bhiiiut become king l Having been insulted 
thus, O hero, what use have I with life. — Having said these words, the king, 
leaving that bed, suddenly stood up and desired to go to the woods. Hum 
Vasudeva, bowing down, raid unto him,— O king, the celebrated vow of the 
wield er of Gindivm who is ever devoted to truth, about his Gan diva, is known 
to thee 1 That man in the world who would tell him«-(Give thy Gandina 
to another}— -would be slain by him. Even those very words were addressed 
to him by you. Therefore, for keeping that earnest vow, Partita, acting also 
at my instance, oflered you this insult. O lord of Barth I Insult to superiors 
is said to be their death. For this reason, O thou of mighty arms, it behoveth 
thee to forgive inc dial beseech and bow to thee tins transgression, O king, of 
both myself and Arjuna committed for maintaining the truth ! Both of us, O 
great king, throw ourselves on thy mercy 1 The Earth shall today drink the 
blood of the wretched sun of Kadha I I swear truly to thee I Know the 
Suta’s sou as slain today ! He, whose slaughter thou desircst, hath today lost 
his life I— Hearing those words of Krishna, king Yudhishlluru, the just, in a 
great fury, raised the prostrate Hrishikera, and joining his hands, said in 
haste,— It is even so as thou hast slid ! I have been guilty of a transgression, 
1 have now been awakened by thee, O Govinda ! I am saved by thee, O 
Madbava I By thee, O Acfayuu, we have today been rescued from a great 
calamity l Both of us stupified by folly, viz., myself and Arjuna, have been 
rescued from an ocean of distress, having obtained thee as our Uml ! Indeed, 
having obtained the iaft of thy intelligence today, wc have, with our relatives 
and allies, passed over an ocean of sorrow and grief ! Having obtained thee, 
O Achyuta, wc arc not master less I— ' 11 
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SECTION LXXI. 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘Havng; heard these joyful vonls id kin*; Vudhi-lithira, 
Govinda «l virtuous soul, that delimiter of the Yadus* then addressed Panha. 
The latter, however, having at the instance of Krishna, addressed tiiote 
words unto Yudlushthir.t, became exceedingly cheering for having committed 
a little sin. Fhen Vjsudcva, as if smiling, said unto chc son of Pandu, 
— What would have been thy condition, O Partita, if, observant of virtue* 
thou hadht slain the son of Dhanna with thy tharp sword ? (laving only 
address* d the king u* thi>v t such cheerlessnr*s hath posseted thy heart ! If 
thou liadst slain the king, O Part ha, what wouldst thou have done after that ? 
Morality b so unknowable, especially by persona of foolish undeisUndmg ! 
Without doubt great grief would have been thine in consequence of thy fear 
of sin. Thou wouldsl have sunk als.> in ternhie hell in consequence c tf 
the slaughter of thy brother ? Gratify now this king of virtuous behaviour, 
'.bis foremost of all practiccra of virtue, this chief of Kuril’s race I Even 
this is my wish. Gratifying the king with devotion, and after Yudliuhtliira 
will have been made nappy, we two will proceed against the car of the 
Suta’s son lor fighting him. Slaying Kama today with thy keen shafts in 
battle, dn thou, O giver of honors give great haziness to Dharvna'f 
son ! Even this, 0 mighty-armed one. i* aim I think to lie suitable 
tu this hour I Having done this, thy purpose will be achieved I— Then 
Arjuna, O monarch, in shame, touched king Yudhiihthir&’a feet with 
head- And he repeatedly said unto that chief of the Bharatas, — Be 
gratified with me ! Forgive, O king, all that l have said (rom desire 
>f observing virtue and (mm fear of ujn ! — '♦ 

“San jay a said, — Bel adding bhaiianjaya, that sUycr of foes lying weep- 
ing at his feet, O bull of Bharata’s race, king Yudhislithira the juit, 
raised his brother. And king Yudhditliira, that lord of Earth, then eaihrac 
ed his brother affectionately and wept aloud. The two brothers of great 
splendour, having wept for a long while, at last became freed from grief, 
O monarch, and as cheerful as before. Then embracing him once 
more with affection and smelling his head, the son of Pandu, exceedingly 
gratified, applauded hi* brother Jaya and said, — O thou of mighty arms in 
the very sight of all the troops, my armour, standard, bow, clart^ steeds, 
and arrows, were ait off in hattlc, O great bowman, by Korna with his 
shafts although I exerted myself with care f Thinking of and seeing his 
feats in battle, O Phalguna, 1 loan my energies in grief. Life itself it no 
longer dear to me ! If thou dost not slay that hero in battle today, I 
will cast away my life- breaths ! What 115c have 1 with life ?— Thus addressed, 
Vijaya replied, O bull of Blurata’s race, saying,— I swear by Truth, O king, 

• NiUkantha believes these verses. (1-1 a) to be interpolations. Nothing 
more likely. They are evidently repetitions.— T. 
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and by thy grace, by Bhim*, O best of men, and by the twins, O lord of 
Eirth., that today I shall slay Kama, in battle, or, being toy* If slain by him 
fall down on the Earth ! Swearing truly, 1 touch my weapons I— Having said 
these words unto the king, he addressed Madhava, raying. — Without doubt, 
O Krishna, I will slay Kama in battle today. Aided by thy intelligence* 
blessed be thou, the slaughter of that wicked soul ed one is certs n i— Thus 
addressed, Kecavu, O l>est uf kings, said unto Panha,— Thou art cocnpet* 
cot, O best uf tiie Jilk*ratai, to slay the mighty Kama ! Even this hath 
ever been my thought, O mighty car-warrior, as to l*uw, O best of men, 
tliuu would it slay Kama in battle ! — Endued with great intelligence, 
Midha va once more addressed the no of Dharoia, s tying, — O Yudhis* 
thins, it bebovetli tlicc to roenfort Vibbauu, and command him to slaught- 
er Kama of wirked soul '• Having beard that thou hadst been afflicted 
with the sliafts of Kama, myself and this one came liither, O son of 
Pandu, for ascertaining thy plight 1 B> good luck, O king, thou wert 
not slain 1 By good luck, thou wen not seised ! Comfort thy Vibhatsu, 
and bless him, O sinless one, with thy wishes fur bis victory I— 

l# 'Yudhisthira said,— Come, ro.oe, 0 Partha. O Vibhauu, and embrace 
me, O sun of Pandu ! Thou host told me beneficial words that deserved 
to be said, and 1 have forgiven thee ! I command thee, O l Mianaujsya. 
j;u and slay Kama ' Do not, O Partita, i*c angry lor live harsh words 1 
said unto thee I-—' 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘ l’h«i Dbafunjaya, O king, bowed unto Yudlnsh 
thiru by bending his head, and seired with his two Itaikla, O sire, the 
feet of bis cldot brother ! Raising huu and embracing him »:|r»w?ly, the 
king smelt his head and onos more sard these words unto him, — O 1 Human jaya 

0 tbou of mighty amis, I have been greatly honored by thee * Do thou ever 
win grealn**t and victory ! — 

“ ‘Afjuru said,— Approaching Kadba's son today that is proud of his 
might, 1 shall *!«y that man nf sinful drrds with my shafts in battle, 
along with all Ins kinsman and followers ! He who, having bent the bow 
strongly, afflicted thee with bis shafts, 1 six, that Kama will obtain today 
the bitter fruit of that act of h»s I Having slam Kama. O lord of Earth, 

1 shall today come bock from the dreadful battle to pay thee rny inspects by 
walking behind thee ! I tdl thee this truly ! Without having slain Kama 
I shall not ootne back today from the great battle. Truly do ! swear 
this by touching thy feet. O lord of the universe 1— ' 

"San jay* continued,— Unto the diadem-decked ( Arjuna ) who was 
speaking in that way. Yudhbchira. with a cheerful heart, said these 
words of graver impart : — Do thou obtain imperishable fame, and such 
a period of life* as acrurdelh with thy own desire, and victory, and 
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entwgy, and the destruction of thy foes ! L-n the god* grunt thee pros- 
perity ! Obtain than all these to the measure desired by me 1 Go 
quickly to bittfe, and «Uy Kirill even as Purandara slew Vritra foe 
bis Own aggrandisement !— 1 ' " 



SECTION LXXU. 

•Ssnjiya taid.— ‘Having with a cheerful heart gratified king Yudlusli- 
thira the Just Parttu. prepared to stay the Sola's son, addressed Govinda, 
•■ytng,— I^et my car be once more equips, and lit my foremost of steeds 
be yoked thereto f 1^1 all kind* of weapons be placed upon that great 
vehicle I The steeds have rolled on the ground. They have been trained 
by persons skilled in liofve lore. Along with the other equipments of the car, 
let tliem be quickly brought and decked in their trappings ! Proceed 
quickly, O Govinda, for the sl*u;hter of the Sura's son I— Thus addressed, 

0 monarch, b> the high-souled I’halguna, Krishna oomaiHfMled Daruka, Hayinjr, 
— l)u ill fiat Arj-itu, tint clwef of II laialVs race and that foremost of all 
wielder* of the 1 m>w, hub *tid I—' Thus ordered by Krishna, Darukit, O best 

01 kings, yoked H-oie steeds u.uo tint car Covered with tiger-skins and 
ever cap tide of searching a? I foes. If- then represented unto the high- 

*ulc * mni ut Pandu the fart of having eqcipl lies vehicle. Beholding the 
car iqiipc by thu tiigh-soaled Daruka, Plulgnna, obtaining Yudliiahthira'fl 
leave und cau.iog the Braltiutmt to perform propitiatory rites and utter 
benedictions on him, u'ccndtd that ex:elent vehicle. King Yudhrslithiru, 
the just* of great wiidom, also blessed him. After this, Pbalguna proceed- 
ed towards Kama'* car. Bclwlding tliat great bowman thus proceeding, 
nit creatures, O I5har.ua, re ard-.d Kirn* ai already dam by the high snuted 
Pan Java. Ad the points of the compass, O king, became serene. King 
fullers and pirrutsand lierons. O king, wheeled around the son of Pandu. 
A luryc number of beautiful and anaptco.ii birds, U king called P**f 9 
Closing Arjuna (by their timely npinar.in’e) tu |nit f .rill premier speed in 
battle, chet-rful'y mtcfed their cries «roi n l him. Tinihle KankaM and 
to' i lire-, and cr.i- ei and hawks «t U J i .vjus. O king, tempt rd by tbe (wnspret 
ut fivsl, proceidol in *dv.in<v of h •. c*r. and indicalid au«|iiriuus i miens 
|n*e?K ding the dciiru tinn %.-l tins h Ji.lt le Imhi unit iImj slaughter 0 r * Kama. 
A id wlttlu P»rih • |ko- . edad, i cii o i- p^r «pirai ion env red his body. His 
m«* cty :dv» IkjCuii j very *.r»-.ii .•« l * i u / be w.nild uHiicvo his v »w. 'Hie 
sliver of M d vt tfon, •» hi I n n Pai >a filled with anxiety as Its proceeded, 
addressed flic wicMer of G.inLvi unJ *aid these words.* 

14 ‘Vasudeva said,— O w elder of 6'awilVw sive llwe there exists no other 
min that could vanquish those whn.it tluju hast vanquished with this bow 
of thine ! We have seen many lnrocs who, endued with prowess tike 
»bat of Cakra, have attained to the highest regions, encountering thy heroic 
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self in but'c ! Win eke, O puissant one, that is nnt equal to thee, would 
be sale and sound alter encounter nt£ DunuaraJ Wu:iiiiu .»rd UhagaJailu, 
O sire, arid VimU and Auuv.ndi os Av.mli and &id iksliiiia, lists duel or 
the Kimvujisai.il Cruuvudha ol mijii) ciki^} and Ach) uiavudlia as sell ? 
Tim>U hast cckst'al «rci;i mi, and tightness idli.md and iiM r hi, and ’» •••c 
Oft never stupifid in fos'.llu ! Tiijvi lu* «1 .j tli.u humility wlsitr.lt is 1 1 be 
to knowledge ! fiiml rani sinks with effect ! Thou hast sureties* ol aim, 
and |»rt‘Sence of mind us regards the stl.cltun of mear.i, O Arjjiai I 
Thou art competent to desir *y all mobile and immobile crca-u:c« includ* 
ing the very gods wills the (iaiditirvas ! On l-nth, o Paula, there is 
no human warrior who iscq ulto thee in batik! Amongst all R .hath) as, 
invincible in biulr, that wield die b>w, amongst the very god*, 1 liave 
not seen or heard of even one that is equal to l hoc* ! Die Creator ul 
all b.ings, via, Brahma, himself created the great bow (Jandioi with 
which thou lighlusi, O Pin ha I For this reason there is no one that n 
cqiatl tu tlicc i I mud, however, (> son ol Pandu, say that which in 
bcn-.Ad d to thee l Do not, O might >-.inn :d one, dt*reg«rd Kama, that 
ornament of battle I Kama is pma md id might He ls proud and 
accomplished in weapons Ms if a Ala karat &*. Ila » ncomuplislwid ‘ s in t Ski- 
ways of batik) and conversvnt with all in ids* of warfare. He is also wtll 
acquainted witii all that suits place and muu. What need is there ut 
saying much? Hear in brief, < > son of Pandu 1 1 regard the mighty car- 
warrior Kama as thy equil, or purhtfK thy superior 1 Willi tiie greatest 
care and resolution Bhuu'd.il thou slay him in great batik ! In energy he 
is tqual to Agni. Av regard* speed, lie istq ul to the impstu aaityr of the 
wind. In wrath, he resembles the !>c*tr >ycr hiunelr. I& iduod with might, 
he resembles a lion in the formation ol Ins liody. He is eight A’u/aii 1 in 
stature. Ilis amis aru large. H i chest is broad, lie is invincible. Hu 
is sensitive, lie it a hero, H: is, again, tin forein at of herues. He is 
exceedingly ImskImjiiic. Possessed of every aocuntplishment of a warrior, 
he is a dispeller of the (cars ol Iricnd*. Kngaged in the good ol Ditfitarashtra's 
son, he always hates the sons of Pandu. No one, not even the gods 
with Vasava at their head, can slay the son of Kadha, save thee, as 1 
think! Slay, therefore, the Sma's son today 1 No one pressed of flesh 
and blood, not even the gods fighting with great care, not all the warriors (ol 
the three worlds) figlitin-g logeilier, cmii vanquish flat cat -wan tor I 'low*td> 
the Paodav.is he is always of wicked s.ul and sinful bch.viour, and cruel, 
and of wicked intelligence. In la» • quarrel with tlio sons ot Pandu, lie is 
actuated by no consideration arkciing ins own interests. Slaying that 
Kama, therefore, fulfill |hy purpose lixU> ! I) spucli tod«y UlUo Vauia'f 



* A AW*/ is a sort of cuh»t measured Iro n the elbow to the end of 
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presence that Suia'b son, that foremost of car-warriors, whose death i* 
near ! Indeed, sJaying that Sola's *on, that first of car-warrinrs, show 
the love foe Yudhishthira, die just l I know ihy j*cowe*s truly O Partita, 
which is incapable of being resisted by the gods and Alums 1 'Hie 
Suta's son of wicked soul, from exceeding pride, always disregards the 
sons of Panda f O Dharvanjaya, slay dial intn today for wtio*c take the 
WTClchcd Duryodhona regardeth himself a hero, that unit of all (those) 
nriful persons, diat son of a Suta ! SUy, O Dbananjaya, that tiger anrjvig 
men, that active and proud Kama, who hath the sw<xd for his tongue, 
the bow lor his mouth, and arrows for his teeth • I know thee welt as 
regards the energy and the might that are in thee ! Slay the brave Kama 
in haute, tike a lion slaying an elephant ! Slay in battle today, O Partha, 
that Kama, otherwise called Vaikartana. in consequence of whose energy 
Dhritarashtra's son disregards thine ’ * 



section lxxiii. 

'Sanjaya said,— 'Oner more ICecava of iitimeaaurabfa soul said those 
words unto Arjuna who, O Bharto, was advancing (to hattle), fimily resolved 
upon slaying Kama,— 1 Today » tin? seventeenth day, (> Hlurala, of this 
terrible massacre of men and elephant! and steeds ! At the outlet vast 
was the host that belonged tn you. Encountering the foe in hattle, that 
host has been very niudi reduced in number*, O king I The Kaurava* 
aho, f) Partha, were numerous at first, teeming with elephants and steeds- 
Encountering thee, however as their foe, they have been nearly cxtermiiut 
ed in the vail of battle ! These lord* ot Itotb and these Srinjiyas, 
united together, and these Paudava troupe .dm, obtaining thy invincible 
self as their leader, are maintaining their ground on the field ! Protected 
by thee, O slayer of foe** the I’dtichatax, the Matayaa, the Karushas, and 
the Chedi*, have caused a great destruction of thy foes I Who is there 
that can vanquish the assembled Kaurava* in hattle f On the other hand, 
who is there that can vanquish the mighty car -waff tors of the Panda vas 
protected by thee ? Thou, however* art competent to vanquish in battle 
the three worlds consisting of the gods, the A suras, and human beings, 
united together f What need l »y then ol the Kaurava host ? Save thee, 
O tiger WOOng nien, who else i* there, even if he resemble Vasava himself 
in prowess, tluu could vanquish king Bhagudalta ? So also, O sinless one* 
all the lard* of Earth, united together, arc incapable, O Partha, of even 
gazing at this vast force that is protected by these ! So also, 0 Partha, 
owing to their having been always protected by thee that Uhrishtadyumna 
Cikhandin succeeded in slaying IHana and Bhishma 1 Who, indeed, 
f) Partha. could vanquish in hattle those two mighty car-warriors of the 
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Bharatas, vi i, Rhishma and Drona, both of whom were endued with 
prowess equal dial ol Cakra himself ? Save thee, O tiger amoog »nen, 
what other man in this world is able to vanquish those fierce lords of 
AAsAiUshisrii, those un'uturmng and invincible heroes, all accomplished in 
weapons and united together, vie, Cantanu’fl son Bbbtima, and Drona, 
and VrtikarUna. and Knpa, and Drona’s son, and king Duryodhana 
himself ? Innumerable divisions of soldiers have been destroyed (by thee), 
their steeds and caw and elephants having been mangled (with thy shafts) ! 
NumtmiJejft Kshainyas also, wrathful and fierce, hailing from diverse 
provinces, have been destroyed by thee ! Teeming with horse and elephant^ 
large bodies ol combatants <4 diverse Ksbatriya clans, such as the Gov as as, 
the Dasamiyas, the Vasaus, O Bharata, and the Easterners, the Vatadhanas, 
and tlk? Blnij.i* that are very sensitive of their honor, approaching thee 
and Bhirna, O Bharata, have met with destruction ! Of terrible deeds and 
cicoedingly fierce, the Tusharts, the Yavanas, the Ithacan, the UarvabhisaraB. 
the Daradas, the Cakax, the Kamatlias, the Ramathas, the Tatianas, t Ik; 
Andhrakos, the Pulindas, tin? Kiratat of fierce prowess, the MUctkns, the 
Mountaineer*, and the races hailing from the seaside, all endued with 
great wrath and great might, delighting in battle and armed with maoea, 
— tliese all,— united with the Kurus and fighting wrathful! jr fur Duryodhana s 
sake, were incapable of being vanquished in battle by anybody ebe save 
itae, O scorcher of foes !* Wliat man, unprotected by thee, could advance, 
beholding the mighty and swelling host of the Dharurashtras arrayed in 
order of bottle } Protected by thoc, U puissant one, the Pan davau, filled 
w»th wroth, and |wnetrating into tts midst, have destroyed that h<«t 
shrouded with dust and resembling a swollen vea * Seven days have elapsed 
since the mighty Jayatsens the ruler of the Mn-adhax wav slain in battle 
by Ahhimanyu. After that, ten thousand elephants, of fierce feats, that 
Used to follow that king, were slain by Hhiimucna with lits ruace. After 
that, other elephants, and car warrior*, by hundreds, Imve been destroyed 
by Htuiiui in that exercise o4 Ins might. Even thus, t.J Port ha. during tin: 
iwogress of this awful battle, tlsc Kauravas. with tbeir steeds and car- 
warrior; and elephants, encountering llhimavena and thee, O son of Pandu, 
have from hence required to the region of Death ’ The van of the 
Kaumva army, O Partha, having been struck down by the Pandavaa, 
Rhishm* shot shower* of fierce shafts, O sire I Conversant with the 
highest weapons, lie shrouded the Chcdis, tbc Panchalas, the Karushas, 
the M itsyaa, and the Kaikay.is with his shafts, and derived them 
al life 1 The welkin became filled with gold-winged and straight' 

coursing sbafL*, capable of piercing the bodies of aH foes, that issued out 
of his bow. He slew thousands of car-warrior*, shooting showers of shafts 
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at a time, In all, he slew .1 hundred thoutund men and elcphutts of great 
might. Abandoning the diverse mniotts, each uf 1 new kind, in winch 
they c-irccruJ Ukw- 3 wicked king* and elephants* while psit thing, destroy- 
cd rninv steads and c*r$ and elephant*. Indeed, nnmtxrltb* were ihe 
shafts that Uhishma shut in battle. SI lughtering tlie P.uulivi tor 

ten days loget *:c, 111 ii slum made the terraces of miiabi;r!t^ cars cm; ay 

and deprived innumerable eUph.ints and steodi of life. Having assumed 
the form of R idu or of Upeiidu in battle, lac uffhcicd the Pandava 
divisions and caused a greit carnage amongst them. Desirou.of rescuing 
the wicked Suyudtiarwi who waB sinking in a raWess Mia. lie hluughlercd 
many lords of Barth am >ng the Cucdis, the Panch tins, and the Kaikuya*, 
and caused a great nnssaerc of the Pandiva army tee inn g with ears and 
steeds and elephants. Innumerable foot* iklieri amongst llie Srinjay.i9» all 
well-armed, and oilier lords of Birth, were irirapiblc of even looking 
at that hero when he careered in b title like the Sun himself of scorching 
splendour. At last the Pandivas, with ail thuir rerfMtrcos, made a mighty 
effort, and rushed against that warrior who* inspired with the desire of 
victory, u*ed to rarecr in battle even in Hits way ! Without availing of 
any aid, he routed, however, the Pawl.iv is and thu Sririj iyjin in butle, 
and came tu be regarded as thu one fevemost hero in the world. Encounter- 
ing him, Cikhandm, |vt»tct’lttl by slice, ale* dial tiger among men, with 

his tlraighl shafts. lining obtained thee that art a tiger among tut n (as 
his foe), that gnndtire is now Mr etc lied on a bed uf arrows, like Viim 

when be obtained Vaviva for his foe. 1 >ic fierce Drcma also slaughter 

ed the hostile army fur fisc days together. Having made an impenetrable 
array and caused many migh'.y car-warrior » to slain, tlut great car- 
warrior bad jwotcctcd Jiyadrathi ( for some time). Fierce as the Dee* 
ttuyer himself. Ini caused a great carnage in the nocturnal battle Endued 
with great valour, the heru.c ton ol libtradwaja consumed innumerable 
combatants with his arrows. At last, encountering Dhrislitadpuiima, lie 
attained to the highest end.* If, oil tlut day, thou hadst not checked 
in battle all the ( Dhartarashtra ) car-warriors headed by tlw Seta's son, 
Droria limn would never have been slain. Thou hcldst in check the 
whole Dhartaraditra force. I« was for this, O Dluc inj iya. that Druna could 
be slain liy the sun uf Pridian. Wlwt other Kdutriya, save thee, cuukl 
in bailie achieve such feats lor compassing die slaughter of Jayadratha. 
Checking die vast (ICaurava) army and slaying many brave kings, tbuu 
killed*! king Jay.idrutha, aided by ihe might and energy of thy weapons ! 
All the kings regard the slaughter of the ruler of the Sindhus to hare 
been exceedingly wonderful. I, however, do not regard U so, thou that 
didst it and thou art a great car-warrior I If this vast assembled of Kshauiyas, 
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obtaining tbee as a lac, suffer extermination in course of even a whole day, 
1 should, I think, still regard these Kshathyas to be truly mighty I* When 
Bhidima and Drona have been slam, the terrible Dhanarashira host, 
O Part ha, may be regarded to Itave lust all its heroes ! Indeed, with all 
its foremast warrior* slain, wi;h it* steeds, cars, and elephants destroyed, 
the Bharat* army looketli today like the firmament, reft of the Sun, the Moon, 
and stars. Yonder host of fierce prowess, O Partita, hath been shorn of 
its splendours today like the A sura host in days of yore shurn of its 
splendours by Cikr&'s prowess ! The remnant of that grand muster now 
consists of only five great car-warriors, vis , Acwat’hftinan, Kriuvar man, 
ICarna, Cilya and Kripi. Slaying those five great car -warriors today, 
0 tiger anting men, be thou a hero that hath killed all his foes, and 
bestow th 1 the Earth with all her islands and cities on king Yudhish- 
thira I Let Pr tlu's wan Yudhishthira of immeasurable energy and prosperity, 
obtain today the whole Barth with (he welkin above it, the waters on it, 
and the nether regions below it I Slaying this host like Vishnu in days 
yore slaying the JMly.it and the ZXfftrffiar, he Stow the Earth on the king 
liko llari bestowing (the three worlds) on Cakra I Let the Pa nebulas 
rejoice today, their foes bring slain, like the celestial* rejoicing after the 
slaughter of the D.nav.iS by Vishnu ! If in consequence of thy regard for 
that foremost of men, via., thy preceptor Drona. thou i:h« mhe*t cr.mpaxiion 
for Acwatihnman, if, again, thou lust any kindness for Kripa for (be sake 
of the respect that is due to u preceptor, if, approachii.u Krilavunnan tboti 
dust not dtB|UUch him today tu Varna's abode in consequence of the honor 
that is due to one’* kinsmen by the motlwr't side, if, O lotus-eyed one, 
approaching thy mother's brother, vix. Cdya the ruler of the Madras 
thou dost nut from com passion slay him, I tisk thee, do tlwu, with keen 
shafts. O foremost of men, slay Kama t.sday with speed, that vile wretch 
of sinful t ear; who cherishes the ft rcest hate fur the son of Pandu ! 
Tbii is thy noblest duty I There is nothing in it that would be improper. 
Wc approve of it, and here is no fault in the act 1 The wicked sou led 
Kami is the root, O thou of unfading glory, of lint attempt, O sinless one, 
made in the night for burning thy m xlirr with all her children, and of 
dial conduct which Sayudlum adopted towards you in consequence of that 
match at dice I Su>odhina always hopeth lur dehverance through Kama. 
Filled w th ra^c, be cndiaviurs to afflict me alsj (in consequence of that 
sisp.Nirt) ! It i% the firm belief of 1) iriuditra s royal sun, O giver of honors, 
t!*at Kama. Without doubt, will alay a I the Prillias in battle. Though 
fully a'quinud with thy might, still, O son of Kunti, Dhruarashtta'H non 
hath selected war with you in const q mice of his reliance on Kama. Kama 



* The sense is this.— since thou art able to destroy the three worlds in 
a moment, I would regard these K»tuiriyaa truly mighty if it take* thee a 
w hole day to exterminate them.— T. 
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alio always says, — [l will vanquish llie assembled Parthas and that mighty 
car-warriot, vix., Vasudtva of Dtcarha’x race !]— Buoying up the wicked- 
nouled son of Dhriiaraxhtrit, the wicked Karna always roaieih in the (Kuru) 
assembly 1 Slay him today. O Bharau ! In all the acts of injury, of which 
Dhritarasbtra's son Ixath been guilty towards you, live wicked- -soukd Karna 
of sinful understanding hath been the leader ! I taw the heroic son nf 
Subhadra, of eyes like those of a bull, slain by si* mighty cur-warriors of 
cruel heart belonging to the Phartarashtra army I Grinding those bull* 
among men, vix., IMma, Drona's son, Kripa and other heroes, he 
deprived elephants of their riders and mighty car warriors of their Mrs. 
The bull ne' ked Ahhimanyu, that spreader of thr fame of both the Kurus 
and the Vrishni*. derived slerrt* tls» of their r ids-'s and fom-toldicri 
of Wea|NMM and I tie. Routing the iKaurata) divisions and afflicting many 
mighty car warrior*, he despatched innumerable men and steed* and 
elephants to Y*rn at. ode I I swear by Truth to thee, O friend, tint my 

limbs are burning at the thought that while the son of Subhadra was thus 
advancing, consuming the Imstile army with his shafts, even on that occa- 
sion the wicked suuled K ona was engaged in arts nf licutility to that 
hern, O lord ! Unable, O Panha, to stay in that battle before Abhiiuanyu's 
face, mangled with the shaft* of Subhadra'* son, deprived nf consrimmncss, 
and hathed in blood, Karna die* deep breath* inflamed with rage. At 
lost, afflicted with arrow*, he was obliged to turn his back upon tne field. 
Eagerly desirous of flying away and becoming hopeless of life, he stayed 
for sometime in battle, perfectly *UI pitted and exhausted with the wounds 
he I sail received At last hearing liaise cruel words of Drums in luntle— 
wurds that were suited to the hour,— Kama cut off Alihim writ's how, Made 
bowlcst by him in that battle, live great cat-wartiors then, well-versed in the 
way* of tout warfare, slew that hero with showers of shafts Upon the 
slaughter of that hero, grid entered the heart of every one. Only the 
wicked-sooted Karna and Suyodhana lauglied in juy 1 [Thou remcnihcrcst 
al*. 1 the harsh and bitter words that Karna cruelly said unto Kriibna in 
the (Koru) assembly, indie face of the Pandas*! and the Kurus I ( The 
Pandavas, O Krishna, are deatl ! The* have *unk into eternal hell 1 O 
thou ol Urge hips, choose oilier lords now. O thou of swout speeches f 
Enter now the abode ol UhriUftshwa ss a lerving woman, or, O thou of 
cursing eye-Ushe*. thy hudunds are no more ! The Punduvas will not, 
O Krixhui, he nf any service to thee today 1 Tbou art the wife of men 
dial ate ..Uses. O princes! of PandiaU, a.-d thou art rhyself, O beautiful 
lady, a slave ' Today only Duryodliana is regarded as the one king on 
Earth ; All other king* of the world tire worshipping the agency by which 
his administration is kept up. Behold now, O amiable one, how alt the 
suns of Pandn base squally fallen 1 Overwhelmed by the energy of 
nhritarashtra's son. they are new silently eveiiw one another ' It is evident 
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that these are all sesame seeds without kernel, and hare sank into bell } 
They vil| have to serve the Kaurava (Duryodhana), that king of kings, as 
his slavei 1 ]— Even these were the fool words that wretch, vix, the 
sinful Kama of exceedingly wicked heart, spoke on that occasion, in thy 
hearing, O Bhartta I Let gold-decked shafts whetted on stone and capable 
of taking the life of him at aliuin they are sped, shot by thee, quench (the 
fire of) those words and all the other wrongs that thst wickeJ-soulei wight 
did unto thee 1 Let thy shafts quench all those wrongs and the We also 
of (hat wicked wight ! Feeling the touch of terrible iiTrowa sped from 
Ganifo>i % |tt the wickcd-eoulcd Kama recollect today the words of Bbishma 
and Drona ? Let foe-killing cloth-yard shafts, oquipt with the effulgence 
of lightning, shut by thee, pierce his vital limbs and drink his blood ! 
T^t fierce and mighty shafts, of great impetuosity, sped by thy arms, 
penetrate the vitals nf Kirns today and despatch him to Yama's abode! 
Let all the kings of the Earth, cheerless and filled with grief and utter- 
ing wails of woe, behold K*riia fall dawn from his car today, nffiicicd 
with thy arrows ! Let his kinsmen, with cheerless face*, behold Kama 
hxlay, fallen down and stretched at bis length on the Earth, dipt in gore 
and with his weapons loosened from his g:asp J Let the lofty standard ol 
A dhinuWs son, hearing tho device of the elephant's rope, fall flattering on 
the Earth, cut off by thee with a broad-headed arrow 1 Let Cilya fly nway in 
terror, abandoning the gold-decked car (he drives) upon seeing it deprived of 
its warrior and steeds ar.d cut off into fragments with hundreds of shafts 

by thee I Let thy enemy Sayodhana today, beholding AdhrratWfl son 

sUin by thee, despttr of both his life and kingdom ! Yonder, () Paitlt, 

Ksirna, equal unto India in energy, or, perhaps, Cankara himself, is 

slaughtering thy troops with hb shaft* ! There the Panchalas, though 
slaughtered by Kama with his whetted shafts, arc yet, O chief of Bbarata's 
rrce, rushing (to battle), for serving the cause of the Panda vas. Know, 
O Partha, that Kama is prevailing over the Panchalas, and the ( five ) 
sons of Draupadi, and Dhrishtadyum&n and Cikhandin, and the tons of 
Dhrishtadyumna, and Catanika the son of Nakula, and Nakula himself, 
and Sahadeva, and Ihirmukha, and Jana me) ays, and Sudrurman, and 

Satyaki ! The loud uproar made by those allies of thine, via., the Pancha- 

las, 0 scorcbeT of foes, as they ire being struck hy Kama in dreadful 
battle, is heard I The Panchalas have not at all been inspired with fear, 
nor dn they turn away their faces from the battle ! Those mighty bowman 
are utterly reckless of death in great battle. Encountering even that 
Bhishma who, single handed, had coenmpossed the Pandvava army with 
clouds of shafts, the Panchalas did not turn away their faces from him I Then 
again, O chastise of foes, they always strove with alacrity to forcibly vanquish 
in battle their great foe, fix., the invincible Drona, that preceptor of all 
wieldcrs of the bow, that biasing fire of weapons, that hero whu always 

burnt bis foes in battle ! They have never turned their faces from battle, 

s6 
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afraid of Adhiratha's son 1 The heroic Kama, however, with his diafts, 
is taking the lives of the Pandiala warriors endued with great activity as 
they are advancing against him, like a blazing fire taking the lives of 
myriads of irisocta ! The son of Radha, in this battle, is destroying in 
hundreds the Panchalas that are advancing against him, — those heroes, 
that are resolved to lay down their lives for the sake of their allies 1 It 
beboveth thee, O Bharata, to become a raft and rescue those brave warriors, 
those great bowmen, that are sinking in the raftleu ocean represented by 
Kariu ! The awful form of that wcajxin which was obtained by Kama 
hum that foremost of ages, m , Rama of Bhrigu’s race, hath kxjen 
displayed ! Scorching all the troojw, that weapon of exceedingly fierce 
and awful form is blazing wiili its own energy, surrounding our vast army I 
Those arrows, sped from Kama's bow, are coursing in battle, thick as 
flights of bees, and scorching thy troops I Encountering Kama's weapon 
in battle, that is irresistible by persons not having their souls under 
control, there the Panchalas, O flhar&u, are (lying away in all directions I 
Yonder, Hhittu, of unappeasable wiath, surrounded on all sides by the 
Snnjayas, is fighting with Kama, O Part ha, afflicted by the latter with 
keen shafts 1 If neglected, Kama will, O Bharata, exterminate the Pandavaa, 
the Srinjayas, and the Panchalas, like a neglected disease whose germ 
has entered the body I Stvc thee 1 do not see another in Yudbishthira'g 
army that would come liome safe and sound, having encountered the 
Bun of Radha in battle ! Slaying that Kama today with thy keen shafts, 
O bull among men, act according to thy vow, O Partha, and win great 
fame 1 I tell thee truly, thou only ait able to vanquish in battle the 
Kama amongst them, and no oue else, O foremost of warriors 1 Achiev- 
ing this great feat, viz., slaying the mighty car-warrior Kama, attain thy 
object, O Partha, and crowned with success, be happy, O best of men I — ' '* 



SUCTION LXX1V. 

"Sanjaya laid,— 'Healing these words of Kecava, O Bharata, Vibhatsu 
*>on cast off his anxiety and became cheerful. Rubbing then the string 
of Cwffdfa i and stretching it, he held his bow for the destruction of 
Kama, and addressed Kccava, saying,— With thee for my protector, O 
Govinda, and when thou that art acquainted with the past and the future 
art gratified with me today, victory is sure to be mine ! Aided by thee, 

0 Krishna, 1 can, in great battle, destroy the three worlds assembled to- 
gether, what need be said of Kami then ? 1 see the Panchala host is 

fljing away, O Janarddana 1 I sec also Kama careering fearlessly in battle 1 

1 see too the Bhargava weapon cureeriog in all directions, having been 
invoked by Kama, O thou of Vriihn?* race, like the puimnt thunder 
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invoked by Cakra ! This is that battle in which Kama will be stain by 
me ami of which all creatures will si*ak *% long 19 the Earth wilt last 
Today, O Krishna, unbarbed arrows, impelled by my arms and sped from 
Gandiva, mangling Kama, will take him to Yama ! Today king Dhrita- 
rashtra will curse that intelligence of his in consequence of which he had 
installed Duryodhana. who was undeserving of sovereignty, on the throne S 
Today, O mighty armed one, Dbritarasbtra will be divested of sovereignty, 
happiness, prosperity, kingdom, city, and sons ! I tell thee truly, O Krishna, 
that today, Kama being slain, Duryodhana will become hopeless of both 
life and kingdom ! Today, beholding Kama cut into pieces by me with 
my arrows, like Vritra in days of yore by Indra in the battle between 
the gods and the Aturas % let king Duryodhana call to mind the words 
tliou hadst spoken for bringing about peace I Today let the son of Suvalt, 

0 Krishna, know that my shafts are the dice, my Gandiva is box for 
throwing them, and my car, the chequered cloth - O Oovinda, slaying 
Kama with keen shafts 1 will dispel the long sleeplessness of Kunti't 
son I Today the royal son of Kunti, upon the slaughter of the Suta's son 
by me, shall be gratified and be of cheerful heart and obtain happiness 
for cvct l Today, O Kecava, I will shoot an irresistible and unrivalled 
arrow that will deprive Kama of life l Even this, 0 Krishna, was the vow 
of that wtckedaoulcd one about my slaughter, vi *,— / will not wash my fat 
till l sixty PAtUguma /—Falsifying this vow of that wretch, 0 slayer of Madhu, 

1 will, with straight shafts, throw down his body today from his car 1 
Today the Earth will drink the blood of that Suu'f who in battle contemns 
all other men on Earth 1 With Dhnurashtra’s ajiptobation, the Soil's son 
Kama, boasting of his own merits, had said ,— Thou hast na husband n&w % 
O Krishna 1— My keen shafts will falsify that speech of his I Like angry 
snakes of virulent poison, they will drink his life-blood l Cloth-yard shafts, 
of the effulgence of tlie lightning, shot by myself possessed of mightyurms 
and sped from GanMva, will send Kama on his last Journey l Today the 
son of Radius will repent for those cruel words that be said unto the 
princess of Panchala in the midst of the assembly, in disparagement of 
the Pandavas I They that were on that occasion sesame seeds without 
kernel, will today become seeds with kernel after the fall of the Suta's 
son Kama of wicked-soul, otherwise called Vaikartuna !— / will save ye 
from the sans of Pandu !— even these were the words that Kama, bragging 
of hi* own merits, said unto the sons of DhriUraahtra 1 My keen shafts 
will falsify that speech of his ! Today, in the very sight of all the 
bowmen, K will slay that Kama who $* d— / will slay ail the Pandatas with 
their s mi /—Today, O slayer of Madhu, 1 will slay Hut Kama, that ton 
of Radii* relying on whose prowess tbe proud son of Dhritarashtra, of 
wicked understanding, always disregarded us ! Today, O Krishna, after 
Kama's fall, rise Dhirtarasl liras with their king, struck with panic, will fly 
away in all directions, like deer afraid of the lion ! Today, let king 
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Duryodhana repent himself, upon the slaughter of Kama, with bis torn 
and relatives, by me in ^battle. Today, beholding Kama slain, let the 
wrathful son of Dhntaraahtra, O Krishna, know me lu be the foremost 
of all bowmen in battle ! Today I will make king Dhritarashtra, with 
his sons and grandsons and counsellors and servants, sheUerl cw. Today, 
cranes and other carnivorous birds will, O Kecava, sport over the limbs of 
Kama cut off into pieces with my shafts I Today, O slayer of Madhu, I 
will cut off in battle the head of Kadha's son Kama, in the very sight 
of all the bowmen ! Today, O slayer of Madhu, I will cut ofT in battle the 
limbe of Radha's son of wicked soul with keen Vipaihai and raxor-faced 
arrows! Today the heroic king Yudhishlhira will cast off a great pain and 
a great sorrow cherished long in his heart ! Today, O Kecava, slaying 
the eon of Radha, with all his kinsmen, I will gladden king Yudhishthira 
the son of Dharma ! Today, O Krishna, I will slay the cheerless followers 
of Kama in battle, with shafts resembling the blazing fire or the poison 
of the snake I Today, with my straight shafts equipt with vulturine feathers, 
I will, O Govinda, cause the Earth to be strewn with (the bodies of) 
kings cased in golden armour 1 Today, O slayer of Madhu, 1 will, with 
keen shafts, crush the bodies and cut off the hoads of all the foes of 
Abhimanyu ! Today I will bestow the Earth divested of Dlvartarashtras 
on my brother, or, perliape. thou, O Kecava, wilt walk over the Earth 
divested af Arjuna 1 Today, O Krishna, 1 will free myself from the debt 

I owe to all bowmen, to my own wiath, to the Kurus, to my shafts, and 

to GamMva 3 Today I will be freed from the grief that I have cherished 
for thirteen years, O Krishna, by slaying Kama in battle like Maghavat 
•laying Camv.ua I Today, after 1 will have slain Kuna in battle, let 
the mighty car-warriors of the Somakas, who are desirous of accomplish- 
ing the task cf their allies, regard their task as accomplished 1 1 do nut 
know what will be the measure, 0 Madhuri, of the joy of Cini's grandson 
today after I will have slain Kama and won the victory I Today 1 will 
slay Kama in battle as also his sou, that mighty car-warrior, and give 
joy to Bhiraa and the twins and Satyaki l Today, slaying Kama in dreadful 
battle, 1 will pay off my debt, O Madhava, to the Panchalaa with Dhriahta- 
dyumna and Cikhandin ! Today let all behold the wrathful Dhananjaya 
fight with the Kauravas in battle and slay the Suta's son I Once mare 
let me utter my own praises in thy pretence I In the science of arms 
there is none equal to me in the world 1 In prowess also, who is there 

that resembles me ? What other man is there that is equal to me in 

forgiveness ? In wrath also, there is no one that is equal to me 3 Armed 
with the bow and aided by the prowess of my arms, I can vanquish the 
Aiurai and the gods and all creatures united together 1 Know that my 
prowess it higher than the highest I Alone assailing all the Kunis and 
the Valhikas with the fite of my shafts issuing from Gandiba^ I will pitt- 
ing forth my might, burn them with their followers like a 6re in the 
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midst of a heap of dry grass at the dose of winter ! My palms bear these 
marks of arrows and this excellent and outstretched bow with arrow fixed 
on the string. On each of the soles of my feet occur the mark of a car 
and a standard. When a person like me goeth forth to battle, he cannot 
be vanquished by any one ! — Having said these words unto Achyuta, that 
foremost of all heroes, that slayer of foes, with blood -red eyes, proceeded 
quickly to battle, for rescuing Bhinia and cutting off the bead from Kama's 
trunk.' ” 



SECTION LX XV. 

“Dbritaraabtra said,— ‘In that awful and fathomless encounter of the 
Pandavas and the Srinjay&s with the warriors of my army, when Dbananjaya, 
O sire, proceeded for battle, how, indeed, occurred lliat fight V 

“Sanjaya said,— The innumerable divisions uf the Pandava army, decked 
with lofty standards and swelling (with {wide and energy) and united to- 
gether in battle, began to roar aloud, drums and other instruments constitut- 
ing their mouth, like masses of clouds at the close of summer uttering 
deep roars. The battle that ensued resembled a baneful shower out of 
season, cruel and dcslructitc of living creatures. Huge elephants were 
its clouds ; weapons were the water they were to pour ; the |>eal of musical 
instruments, the rattle of car wheels, and the noise of palms, constituted 
their roar ; diverse weapons decked with gold formed tlveir Hashes of lightn- 
ing , and arrows and swords and cloth-yard shafts and mighty weapons 
constituted their torrents af rain. Marked by impetuous onsets, blood flowed 
in streams in that encounter. Rendered awful by incessant strokes of the 
sword, it was fraught with .\ great carnage of Kshutriyas. Many car -warriors, 
united together, encompassed one car-warrior and despatched him to Yama's 
presence. Or, one foremost of car-warriors despatched a single adversary, 
or one despatched many adversaries united together. Again, some one 
car-warrior despatched to Yama’s abode some one adversary along with his 
driver and steeds. Soma one rider, with a single elephant, despatched 
many car-warriors and horsemen. Similarly, Partha, with clouds of shafts, 
despatched large numbers of cars with drivers and steeds, of elephants 
and horses with their riders, and of fool-aotdiers, belonging to the enemy. 
Kripa and Cikhandin encountered each other in that battle, while Satyaki 
proceeded against Duryodh.tna And Crutacravas was engaged with Drona’s 
son, and Yudhamanyu with Chitraacna, The great Snnjaya car-wairior 
Uttamaujas was engaged with Kama's son Sushcna, while Sahadcva rushed 
against Cakuni the king uf the Gaudbaras like a hungry liun against a 
mighty bulL The youthful Catauika, the son of Nakula, rushed against 
the youthful Vrtshasena the son of Kama, shooting showers of shafts. 
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The heroic *>n of Kuna struck that son of the prince** of Funchal, & with 
many arrows. Conversant with all inode* of waifare, Madri's son Nakula, 
that bull among car -warrior*, assailed Krilavarman. The king of the 
Panchalas, via , DhrishUdyurana the son of Yajnaseiu, attacked Kama, the 
commander of the Kaurava army, with all bis forces. Duscaaana, O Hliarata, 
with the swelling host of the Samtoftakas forming a portion of the BbaraU 
army, fiercely attacked in that battle Bhima, that foremost of warriors of 
if resistible impetuosity. The heroic UtUmaujus* putting forth his strength, 
struck the »on o« Karna and cut off his head which fell down on the Barth, 
filling Um Eaith and the welkin with a loud noise. Beholding the head 
of Sushena lying on the ground, Kama became filled with grief. Suon, 
however, in rage he cut off the steeds, the car, and the standard, of lug 
son’s slayer with many keen shafts. Meanwhile Uttaraaujas, piercing with 
his keen shafts and cutting off with his bright sword the steeds of Kripa 
and those warriors also that protected Kripa's sides, quickly ascended the 
car of Cikbandin. beholding Kripa deprived of his car, Cikbandin who was 
on his vehicle, wished not to strike him with his shaft*. Tlie son of Drona 
then, covering with his own the car of Kripa, rescued the latter like a 
bull suuk in a mire. Meanwhile Bhima the *>n of the Wind-g d, cUd in 
golden mail, began to scorch with his keen arrows the troops of thy sons 
like the mid day Sun scorching everything in the summer season.* ** 



SECTION LXXV1. 

‘•Sanjiya said,— ’During die progress of that fierce engagement, Bhmu, 
while fighting alone, being encompassed by innumerable foes, addressed 
his driver, saying, — Bear me into the midst of the Dhartarashtra host I 
Proceed, O charioteer, with speed, borne by these steeds 1 I will despatch 
all tlnjsc Dhartarashtras to the presence of Yamu I — Thus urged by Bhimasena, 
the charioteer proceeded, quickly and with great impetuosity, against thy 
son’s host to that spot whence Bhinu desired to slaughter it. Then 
a large number of Kaurava troops, with elephants and cars and horse and 
foot, advanced against him from ait sties. They then, from every side, 
began to strike that foremost of vehicles belonging to Bhima, with numerous 
arrows. The higbsouled Bhima, however, with his own shafts of golden 
wings, cut off all those advancing arrows of his enemies. Thus cut off 
into two or three fragments with Bbiiua's arrows, those shafts, equip* with 
golden wings, of bis enemies, fell down on the Earth. Then, O king, 
amongst thoee foremost of Kihalriyai, struck with Bhima'* shafts, the 
elephant* and can and liorsc and foot, set op a load wail, 0 monarch, 
that resembled the din made by mountains when riven with thunder. 
Thus struck by Bhima, tbow foremost of Kshatriyas, their limbs pierced 
with Bliima’s powerful shafts, rushed against Bhima in that battle from 
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every aide, like new fledged birds towards a tree. When thy troops thus 
rushed against him, Ultima of infuriate impetuosity displayed all bis 
impetuosity, like the Destroyer himself armed with mace when lie burns 
and exterminates all creatures at the end of the I’****. Thy soldiers were 
unable tn resist in that battle that fitree impetuosity of Bhitna endued 
with fierce impetuosity, like that of the Destroyer himself of wide open 
mouth when he rutheth at the end nf the Yug* for exterminating all creatures. 
Then, O Hharata, like masses of clouds scattered hy the tempest the 
Bharata host, thus mangled and burnt in that battle by the high-soul ed 
Bhiiua, broke and fled in fear in all directions. Then the mighty Bhimaiena 
of great intelligence once more cheerfully said unto his charioteer, — 
Ascertain, O S11U, whether those assent hleil cam and standards that are 
advancing towards me, are ours or the enemy's ! Absorbed in battle, 1 am 
unable to distinguish them. Let me not shroud our own troops with my 
shafts ? O Vicoka, bidioldinx In stile warriors and cars the tups of their 
standards on all sides, 1 am greatly afflicted I Thr king is in pain. Tire 
dUde in -decked Arjunu also Ins not yet oome. These things, O -Sutn, fill my 
heart with sorrow ! Even this is my grief, O charioteer, that king Yudhishthir.i 
the just should have gone away, leaving me in (lie mid a of the enemy. I 
do not know whether lie, as also VibhaUu, is alive or dead! This adds to 
my sorrow ! I shall, Ivo/rcvcr, though filled with great grief, destroy tlwwe 
l» mile trooj>s of great mi&ht ! Thus slaughtering in the midst of battle my 
astembled foes, I shall rejoice with thee tod*} ! Humming all the quivers 
containing my arrows, tell me, O Suu, ascertaining the matter well, what 
quantity of arrows is still left on my car, that is, bow much of what sort !— 

•••Thus commanded, Viook* said,— Of arrows, O hero, thou hast yet 
sixty thousands, while th> razor headed shafts number ten thmi sards, and 
broad-headed ones number as much. Of cloth-yard shafts tliou hast still 
two thousands, O hero, and of Praimrai thou hast still, O Partin, three 
thousands ! Indeed, of the weapon), O son of Pandu, the portion that still 
remains is not capable of being borne, if placed nn carts, by six bullocks. 
Shoot and hurl them, O learned one, for of maces and swords urvd other 
weapons u«cd with the arms alone, thou lust thousands upon thousands, 
as alio lances and scimitars and darts and sjiexm I Never few that thy 
weapons will be exhausted 1 — 

“ ‘Bhima said,— Behold, O S it**, today thrt awful battle in which ever}- 
thing will he shrouded with my impetuous arrows sped fiercely from my 
bow and mangling all my foes, and in consequence of which the very Sun will 
dis-ippsw from the field, making the latter resemble the domains of Death ! 
Today, even this will he known to *11 the Kshatriya* including the very 
children, O SuU, via , that Bhimasena hath succumbed in battle or that, 
alone, he hath subjugated all the Kurus 1 Today, let all the Kauravas 
fall in battle or let all the world applaud me beginning with the feats of 
my earliest years ! Alone, I will overthrow them all, or let all of them 
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strike Bhimasena down ! Let the god* that aid in the achievement of the 
best acts, bless me I Let that slayer of foes vi*., Arjuoa come heie now 
like Cakra, duly invoked, quickly coming to a sacrifice I Behold, the 
Bharata host is breaking ! Why do those kings fly away ? It ji evident 
Savyawtchio, that foremost of men, is quickly shrouding that host with his 
shafts ! Behold, those standards, O Vicoka, and elephants and steeds and 
bands of foot soldiers are flying away I Behold, these cars, assailed with 
shafts and darts, with those warriors riding on them, are being scattered. 
O Sola ! Yonder, the Kaurava boat, assailed with the shafts, cquipt with 
wings of gold and feathers of peacocks, cquipt with wings of gold and 
feathers of |ieacocks, of Dhananjaya and resembling thunderbolts in force, 
though slaughtered extensively, is repeatedly filling its gaps I There, cars 
and steeds and elephants are flying away, crashing down bands of foot- 
soldiers I Indeed, all the Kaoravas, having lost their senses, are flying 
away, like elephants filled with fear at a forest conflagration, and uttering 
cries of woe ! Those huge elephants, again, O Vieoka are uttering food 
cries, assailed with shafts. — 

44 'Vicoka said, — "How is it. O Ultima, that thou dost not hear the loud 
twang of the yawning Candida stretched by Partha in wrath ? Are these 
two ears of thine gone ? All thy wishes, O son of Panda, have been 
fulfilled! Yonder the Ape (on Arjuna’s banner) is seen in the midst of 
tiie elephant f<wce (of the enemy ) I Behold, the suing of Gandha is 
flashing repeatedly like lightning aond blue clouds I Yonder, the Ape on 
Dhananjaya'* standard-top is everywhere seen>o terrify hostile divisions in this 
dreadful battle I Kven I, looking at it, am struck with fear ! There, the 
beautiful dadem of Arjuaa is shining brilliantly I There, the precious 
jewel on the diadem, endued with the splendour of the Sun, looketh 
exceedingly resplendent I There, l*sidc him, behold bis conch D**ad*tta 
of loud blare and the hue of a white cloud ! There, by the side of 
Janarddana, reins in hand, as he penetrates into midst of the hostile 
army, behold his discus of solar effulgence, its nave hard as thunder, and 
its edge sharp as a raw 1 Behold. O hero, that discus of Kecava, that 
enhancer of his fame, which is always worshipped by the Vadus \ There, 
the trunks, resembling lofty trees perfectly straight, of huge elephants cut 
off by Kiritin, are falling upon the Rartb ! There those huge creatures 
also, with their riders, pierced and split with shafts, arc falling down, like 
hills riven with thunder. There, behold, O son of Kunti, the Panthajany a 
of Krishna, exceedingly beautiful and of the hue of the moon, as also the 
biasing A m austuHa on his breast and his triumphal garland 1 Without do- 
ubt, that first and foremost of all Car-warriors, vi*, Parti*, is advancing, 
routing the hostile army as he comes, borne by his foremost of steeds, of 
die hue of white clouds, and urged by Krishna ! Behold those cars and 
steeds and bands of foot-soldiers, mangled by thy younger brother with the 
energy of the chief of the celestials ! Behold, they are falling down like 
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a forest uprooted by the tempest caused by Garuda’f wings, Behold, four 
hundred car warriors, with their steeds and drivers, and seven hundred 
elephants and innumerable fool-soldiers and horsemen, slain in this baUle 
by Kiritin with his mighty *lvxfl9 S Slaughtering the Kurus, the mighty Arjuna 
booming towards thy side even like the constellation Ckitra I All tliy 
wishes are fulfilled! Thy foes arc being exterminated ! Let thy might, as 
also the period of thy life, ever increase ! — 

u 'Bhinu said, — Since, O Vicoka, thou lellest me of Aijuna’s arrival, I will 
give thee four and ten populous village* and a hundred female slaves and 
Iwitv.y cars, being pleased with thee, O Suta, for this agreeable intelligence 
imparted by thee ! — ' " 



SECTION LXXV11. 

"Sanjaym said,—' 'Hearing the wars of cars and the leonine shouts (of the 
warrior*) in battle Arjuna addessed Govinda, saying,— Urge the steeds to 
greater speed '.—Hearing these words of Arjuna, Govinda said unto him,— I 
am proceeding with great speed to the spot where Bhima is stationed 1— Then 
many lions among men (belonging to the Kiur*>a armyX excited with wrath 
and accompanied by a large force o! cars and hnrrc and elephants and 
foot and making llio Karlh resound with the whizs of their arrows, live 
rutile of thc»r car wheels, and the tread of their horses’ hoofs, advanced 
•gainst Jiya (Arjuna) as live latter proceeded for victory, borne by lib 
steeds while ns snow or concbs nnd decked in trajipings of gold and 
pearls and getns, like the chief of the celestials in great wrath proceeding, 
armed with live thunder, ajt&iitst (the A\ura) Jacnbha for slaying him. Be- 
tween them and Partha. O sire, occurred a great battle destructive of 
hody. life, nnd sin, like the battle between the Aiunu and the god Vishnu, 
that foremost of victors, for the § -ike of the three worlds. Alone, Panha, decked 
with diadem and garlands, cut uflf the mighty weapons sped by them as 
also their heads and arms in diverse ways, with his ra*or-faced and 
crescent-shaped nnd broad-head arrows of great keenness. Umbrellas, and 
yak-tails for fanning, and rUndards, and steeds, and cars, and bands of 
foot, nnd elephants, fell down on the Eirth, mutilated in diverse ways, tike 
a forest broken down by a tempest. Huge elephants, decked in housings of 
gufd and c<piipr with triumphal standards and warnors (on their hacks), 
looked resplendent, as they were pierced with shaft* of gulden wings, like 
mountains ablaze with light. Piercing elephants and steeds and cars with 
excellent shafts rc9inbling V.isava’s thunder, Dhananj tya proceeded quickly 
for the slaughter of Kama, even as Indra in days of yore fur riving (the 
A sura) VaU. Then that tiger among men, that mighty-armed chastiser of 
foes, penetrated into thy Ixnl like a Makar i into the ocean Beholding 
the son of Pand>t, thy warriors, O king, accompanied by cars and foot and 
a Urge nuinl>er of elephants and steeds, rushed against him. Tremendous 
*7 
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was the din made by them a? they advanced against Perth®, resembling 
that made by the waters of the ocean lashed into fury by the tempest. 
Those mighty car-warriors, resembling tigers (in prowess) all rushed in that 
battle against that tiger among men, abandoning all fear of death. Arjuna, 
however, routed the troops of those leaders of the Klims as they advanc- 
ed, shooting at him showers of weapons, like a tempest driving off maiscs 
of congregated clouds. Those great bowmen, all skilled in smiting, united 
together, and proceeded against Arjuna with a large number of cars and 
began to pierce him with keen shafts. Then Arjuna, with his sha'cs, 
despatched to Yama's abode several thousands of cam and elephants and 
steeds. While those great cor- warriors in that battle were thus struck with 
shafts sped from Arjuna’a bow, they were filled with fear and seemed to 
disappear one after another from their cars. In all, Arjuna, with his sharp 
arrows, slew full four hundred of those heroic car- warriors exerting vigorously 
in battle. Thus struck in that battle with sharp shafts of diverse kind*, 
they fled away on all sides, avoiding Arjuna. Tremendous was the uproar 
made at the van of the army by those warriors as they broke and fled 
tike that made by the surging sea when it breaks upon encountering a 
mountain. Having routed with his arrows that army stuck with fright, 
Pritha’s eon Arjuna then proceeded, O sire, against the division of the 
Suta’s son. Loud was the noise with which Arjuna faced his foes, like 
that made by Gidura in days of yore when swooping down for snakes. 
Hearing that sound, the mighty Bhimaiena, desirous as he had been of 
obtaining a sight of Part ha, became filled with joy. As soon as the valiant 
Bbimasena lieard of Partita's arrival, he bc^an, O monarch, to grind tby 
troop*, reckless of his very life. Possessed of prowess equal to that of 
the wind, the valiant Bhima, the sun of tlie Wind-god, began to career 
in that battle like the wind itself. Afflicted by him, O monarch, thy 
army, O king, began to reel like a wrecked vessel on the bosom of the 
sea. Displaying bis lightness of hands, Bhima began to cut and mangle 
that host with his fierce arrows and despatch large numbers to the abode 
of Yaino. Beholding on that occasion the superhuman might of Bhima, 
O Bharata, like that of the Destroyer at the end uf the Y*ga t thy warnors 
became filled with fright. Seeing his mightiest soldiers thus afflicted by 
Bhiraascna, O Bharata, king Duryodhana addressed all his troops and great 
bowmen, O bull of Bharata’s race, commanding them to slay Bhima in 
that battle, since upon Bhima's fall he would regard the Pandava troops 
already ester minted. Accepting that command of thy son, all the kings 
shrouded Bhima with showers of shafts from every side. Innumerable 
elephants, O king, and men inspired with desire of victory, and cars, and 
horse, O monarch, encompassed Vrikodara. Thus encompassed by those 
brave warrior* on all sides, O king, dial hero, that chief of Bharata's race, 
ooked resplendent like the Moon surrounded by the stars. Indeed, as the 
Moon at full within his corona looks beautiful, even so that best of men, 




KARNA PARVA 



21 1 



exceedingly hand some, looked beautiful in that battle. All those kings, with 
cruel intent and eyes red in wrath, shrouded upon Vnkodara their arrowy down 
pours, moved by the desire of slaying him. Piercing that mighty toil 
with straight shafts, Bhima came out of the press like a Ash coming out of 
a net, having slain ten thousand unretreating elephants, two hundred thousand 
and two hundred men, 0 Bbarata, and five thousand horses, and a hundr- 
ed car-warriors. Having slaughtered there, Bhima caused a river of blood 
to flow there. Blood constituted its water, and cars its eddies ; and ele- 
phants were the alligators with which it teemed. Men were its Tidies, 
and steeds its shirks, and the hair of animals funned its weeds and most. 
Arms lopped off from trunks formed its foremost of snakes. Innumerable 
jewels and gems wore carried along by the current. Thighs constituted its 
ga vials, and marrow its mire. And it was covered with heads forming its rocks. 
And bows and arrows constituted the rafts by which men sought to cross that 
terrible river, and maces and spiked bludgeons formed its snake*. And 
umbrelUs and standards formed it9 swans, and head-gears its foam. Necklaces 
constituted its lotuses, and the earthy du*t that arose formed its waves. Those 
endued with noble qualities could crust it with case, while thus* that were 
timid and afrighted found it exceedingly difficult to crass. Warriors constitu- 
ting its crocodiles and alligators it ran towards the region of Yuma. Very 
soon, indeed, did that tiger among men cause that liver to flow. Even as the 
terrible Vaitirani is difficult of being crossed by persons of unrefined souls, 
that bloody river, terrible and enhanc ng the feats uf the timid, was difficult 
to cross. Thither where that best of car-warriors, vi*., the son of Pandu, 
penetrated, thither he felled hostile warriors in hundreds and thousands. 
Seeing those feat6 achieved in battle by Bhimaaena, Duryodtana, O monarch, 
addressing Cakuni, said,— Vanquish, O uncle, the mighty Bimasena in battle ! 
upin his defeat the mighty host of the P*nd«vas may be regarded as 
defeated ! — Thus addressed, O monarch, the valiant son of Suvala, com- 
petent to wage dreadful battle, proceeded, surrounded by Ins brothers. 
Approaching in that battle Bhima of terrible prowess the heroic Cakuni 
checked him like the continent resisting the ocean. Though resisted 
with keen shafts, Bhima, disregarding them all, proceeded against the sons of 
Suvala. Then Cakuni, O monarch, sped a number of cloth-yard slmfts cquipt 
with wings of gold and whetted on stone, at the left side of Bliimi't chest 
Piercing through the armour of the bigh-souled son of Pandu, those fierce 
shafts, O monarch, equip* with feathers of Kankas and peacocks, sunk deep 
into his body. Deeply pierced in that battle, Bhima, O Bharat*, suddenly 
sliot at Suval’s son a shaft decked m ith gold. Tlic mighty Cakuni, however, 
that scorcher of foes, 0 king, endued with great lightness of hand*, cut off into 
seven fragments Out terrible arrow as it coursed towards him. When his shaft 
fell down on the Earth, Bhima, O king became highly enraged, and cut off 
with a broad-headed arrow dm bow of Suvala* son with the greatest ease. 
The valiant son of SuvaU then, casting aside that broken bow, quickly took 
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up another and six and ten broad-headed arrows. With two of those straight 
and broad headed arrows, O monarch, he struck Bhima himself, with one he 
cut off Bhima's standard, and with two. his umbrella With the remaining 
four, the son of Sural* pierced the four steeds of his antagonist Filled with 
rage at this, the valiant Bhima, O monarch, hurled in that battle a dart made 
of iron, with its staff adorned with gold. That dart, restless as the tongue of 
a snake, hurled from Bhima's arms, speedily fell upon the car of the high- 
souled 9on of Suvala. The latter then, filled with wrath, O monarch, took up 
that same golddcrked dart nnd hurled it back at Bhimascna. PicTcing through 
the left arm of the high-souled son of Panda, it fell down on the Earth like 
lightning flashed down from the sky. At this, the Dburtarashtras, O monarch, 
set up a loud roar all around. Bhima, however, could not bear tl at leonine 
roar of his foes endued with great activity. The mighty son of Pandu then, 
quickly taking up another stringed bow, in a moment, 0 monarch, oovered 
with shafts the soldiers of Savala's son in that bittle. who were fighting, reckless 
of their very lives. Having slain his four steeds, and then his driver, O king, 
Bhima of great prowess next cut off his antagonist's standard with a broad- 
headed arrow without losing a moment Abandoning with speed that steedless 
car, Cakuni, that foremost of men, stood on the ground, with his bow ready 
drawn in his hands, his eyes red like blood in rage, and himself breathing 
heavily. He then, O king, struck Bhima from every side with innumerable 
arrows. The valiant Bhima, baffling those shafts, cut off Cakuni’s bow in rage 
and pierced Cakuni himself with many keen arrows. Deeply pierced by his 
powerful antagonist, that scorcher of foes, O king, fell down on the Earth 
almost lifeless. Then thy son, O monarch, seeing him stupified, boro him 
away from battle on his car in the very sight of Bhiraasena. When that tiger 
among men, via, Cakuni, w*9 thus taken up on Duryodhana’s car, the 
Dhartarashira troops, turning their faces from battle, fled away on all sides, 
inspired with fear on that occasion of great terror due to Bhiinasena. Upon 
the defeat of Suvala’r son, O king, by that great bowman, via. Bhimascna, 
thy son Duryodhana, filled wills great fright, retreated, borne away by his 
fleet steeds, from regird for bis maternal uncle's life. Beholding the king 
himself turn away from the battle, the troops, O Bbarala, fled away, from the 
encounters in which each of them had been engaged. Seeing all the 
Dhartarashtra troops turn away from battle and fly in all directions, Bhima, 
rushing impetuously, fell upon them, shooting many hundreds of shafts. 
Slaughtered by Bhima, the retreating Dba rtaraBhUas, O king, approaching the 
spot where Kama was, once more stood for battle, surrounding him. Endued 
with great might and great energy, Kama then became their refuge. Finding 
Kama, O bull of Bharata's race, thy troops became comforted and stood 
cheerfully, relying upon one anotlier,like ship wrecked mariners, O tiger of men, 
in their distressful plight, when at last they reach an island. They then, once 
more, making death itself tbeir goal, proceeded against their foes for 
battle. 1 * 
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SECTION LX XVII I. 

"Dhritaiaahtra said— 'When our troops wctc broken in battle by Bhimasena, 
what, O Sxnjaya, did Duryodhana and Suvala's son say ? Or, what did 
Kama, that foremost of victors, or the warriors of my army in that battle, or 
Kripa, or Kritavarnun, or Drona’s son, or Duscasana, fay ? Exceedingly 
wonderful, 1 think, is the prowess of Pandu # s son, since, single-handed, ho 
fought in battle with all the warriors of iny army ! Did the son of Radha act 
towards the (hostile) troops according to his vow ? That slayeT of foes, viz , 
Kama, O Sanjaya, is the prosperity, the armour, the fame, and the very hope 
of life, of the Kurus ! Beholding the army broken by Kunti's son of 
immeasurable energy, what did Kama, the son of Adhlratha and Radha, do 
in that battle ? What also did uiy sons, difficult of defeat in battle, do or 
the other kings and mighty car-warriors of our army ? Tell me all this, O 
Sanjaya, for thou art skilled in narration t 

“San jay a said, — ‘In that afternoon, O monarch, the Suta’s *o n of great 
valour began to smite all the Somak&s in the very sight of Bhimasena. Bhima 
also of great strength began to destroy the DhartarAsl.ua troops. Then Kama, 
addressing (his driver) Calya, said unto him, — Bear me to the Panchalas ! 
— Indeed, beholding bis army in course of being routed by Bhimasena of 
great intelligence, Kama onoe more addressed his driver, saying,— Bear me to 
the Panchalas only !— Thus urged, Calya the ruler of the Madras, endued 
with great might, urged those white steeds that were fleet a9 thought, towards 
the Cbcdis, the Panchalas and the Karushas. Penetrating then into that 
mighty host, Calya, that grinder of hostile troops, cheerfully conducted those 
steods into every spot that Kama, that foremost of warriors, desired to go to. 
Beholding that car cased in tiger -skins and looking like a cloud, the Pandos 
and the Panchalas, O monarch, became terrified. The rattle then of tint car, 
like unto the peal of thunder, or the sound of a mountain splitting into 
fragments, became audible in that dreadful battle. With hundreds upon 
hundreds of keen arrows sped from the bowstring drawn to his ear, Karna 
then smote hundreds and thousands of warriors belonging to the Pand&va 
army. While the unvanquidied Karna was employed in achieving those feats 
many mighty bowmen and great car- warriors among the Pandavas encom pasted 
him on all sides. Indeed, Cikhandin, and Bhima, and Dhrishtadyunina the 
son of Prishata, and Nakula, and Sahadeva, and the (five) sons of Dratipudi, 
and Satyaki, surrounded tl»e son of Radha, pouring showers of arrows upon 
him, from desire of despatching him lo the other world. The heroic Satyaki, 
that best of men, struck Karna in that engagement with twenty keen shafts 
in the shoulder-J^int Cikhandin struck him with five and twenty shafts, and 
Dhrishtadyumna struck him with seven, and the sons of Draui»adi with four 
and sixty, and Sahadeva with seven, and Nakula with a hundred, in that battle. 
Tho mighty Bhimasena, in that encounter, filled w.tb rage, struck tbe son of 
Radha in the shoulder -joint with ninety straight shafts. Tbe son of Adhiratba 
then, of great might, laughing in scorn, and drawing his excellent bow, let off 
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many keen shafts, afflicting his foes. The son of fUdha pierced each of thorn 
in return with five arrows. Cutting of the bow of Sityaki as also his 
Standard O bull of Nharata's race, Kama pierced Satyaki himself with nine 
shafts in die centre of the chest Pilled with wrath, he then pierced Rhiina- 
scni with thirty shafts. With a broad-headed arrow, O sire, he next cut off 
the standard of Satud^va, and with three other arrows, that chastiser of foes 
afflicted SiLadeva's driver. Within the twinkling of an eye he then deprived 
die (five) sons of Draupadi of their c us, O ball of Bharau's race, which seemed 
exceedingly wonderful. InJ<cd, with liis straight shafts causing those heroes 
to turn back from die fight, the hemic Kama htgan tu slay tho Panclmlas and 
many mighty car-warriors among the Chedis. Thus siruck in that bittle, O 
monarch, the Chedis and the Musyas, rushing against Kama alone, 
poured upon him showers of shafts. The Sou's sun, however, that mighty 
car-warrior, begin to smite them with his keen shafts. I beheld this exceed- 
ingly wonderful feat, 0 B ha Tata, vix., tlut the Sou's son of great prowess, 
alone and unsupported in that battle, fought with all those bowmen who 
contended with him to the utmost of their prowess and checked all those 
Pandava warriors, O monarch, with his shafts. With the lightness of hand, 
O Ithuraia, of the high-souled Kirna on that occasion, all tho gods as also 
the SuUAaS and the Charanai were gratified. All the great bowmen among 
the Dhartarashlras a luo, O bunt o( men, applauded Kama, that foremost of 
great car-warriors, that fust of all bowmen. Then Kama, 0 monarch, burnt 
the hostile army like a mighty and billing conflagration consuming a heap 
of dry grass in the summer season. Thus slaughtered by Kama, the Pandava 
troops, struck with (car, fled in all directions, At the very sight of Kama. 
I/>ud wails arose there among the PanchaUs in that great battle, while 
they were thus struck with the keen shafts sped from Kama's bow. Struck 
with fear at the noise, the vast host of the Pandav as, —those enemies of 
Kama,— regarded him as the one warrior in that battle. Then that crusher 
of foes, vix., the son of Radha, once more achieved an exceedingly wonderful 
feat, inasmuch as all the Pandavas, united together, were unable to even 
gax« at him. Like a swell' ng mass of water breaking when it comes in 
contact with a mountain, the Pandava army broke when it came in contact 
with Kama. Indeed, 0 king, the mighty-armed Kama in that battle, burn- 
ing the vast host of the Pandavas, stood there like a blaring fire without 
smoke. With great activity dial hero, with his shafts, rut off the arms 
and the heads of his brave foea, O king, and their ears docked with ear- 
rings. Swords with bilts of ivory, and standards, and darts, and steeds, and 
elephants, and cars of diverse kind, O king, and banners, and axles, and yokes, 
and wheels of many kinds, were cut off in various ways by Kama observant 
of a warrior's vow. There, O Bharata with elephants and steeds slain by 
Kama, the Earth became impassable and miry with flesh and blood. The 
uneven and even spots also of the field, in consequence of slain horse and 
foot and broken cars and dead elephants, could no longct be distinguished. 
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The combatants could noi distinguish friends from foes in that thick darkness 
caused by shafts when Kama’s (celestial) weajion was displayed. The 
mighty car-warriors of the Pandavas, O monarch, were completely shrouded 
with the shafts, decked with gold, tlut were sped from Kama's bow. Those 
mighty car-warriors of the Pandavaa, 0 king, in trial battle, though struggl- 
ing vigorously, wrre rcjicatedly broken by the son uf Radha, even as a 
herd uf deer in tlw forest is routed by nn angry lion ! Routing the foremost 
of Tanchaki car warriors and (other) foes, Kama of great fame, in that 
battle, slew the Panda v a warriors like a wolf slaying smaller animals. 
Beholding the Pandava army turn nway from battle, the DliarUtaihlra 
bowmen of great might rushed against the retreating host uttering terrible 
shouts. Then Duryodhana, O monarch, filled with great delight, caused 
diverse musical instruments to be best and blown in all parts of the 
army. The great bowmen amongst the PanchsUs, those foremost of men, 
though broken, returned heroically to the fight, mak:ng death thoir goal. 
The son of Radha, howevt-r, that bull aiming men and scorcher of foes, 
O monarch, in that battle, broke those returned heroes in diverse ways. 
There, O Bhara'.a twenty car-warriors among the Panchalas and more tiian 
a hundred Chedi warriors were slain by Kama with bis shafts. Making 
the terraces of cars and the hicks ol steeds empty, 0 BharaU, and slaying 
the combatants that fought from the necki of elephants, and routing the 
foot soldiers, that scorcher of foes, viz., the Suta's ton of great bravery, 
became incapable of being gazed at like the midday Sun and looked 
resplendent 1ik<: the Destroyer liiui^If at the end of the Yufa, Thus, (J 
monarch, that slayer of foes, that mighty bowman, \iz, Kama, having 
slain foot, horse, car-warriors, and elephants, stood there on bis car. In- 
deed, like the Destroyer himself of great might standing after slaying all 
creatures, the mighty car-warr’or Kama stood alanr, having slain the 
Somakaa. Tlvc prowess that wc then beheld of the PanchaUs seemed to be 
exceedingly wunduful, for, ihoU£li thus struck by Kama, they refused to 
By away from that hero at the bead of battle. At that t : me, the king (Duryo- 
dbfina), and Duscasana, and Kripa the son of Caridwute, and and Acwattliaman, 
and Kriuvarman, and Cakuni also uf great might, slaughtered the Pandava 
warriors in hundreds and thousands. The two sons also of Kama, O 
monarch, — thus* two brothers of prowess incapublc of being baffled,— filled 
with rage, slaughtered the Bandura army in SLver&l parts of the field. The 
battle that took place was dreadful and cruel and the carnage that 
occurred was very great. Similarly the Pandava heroes, viz, Dhrishtadyumna 
and Cikbandin and the (6ve) sons of Draupadr, filled with rage, slaughtered 
thy host. Even thus a great destruction took place among the Pandavas 
everywhere on the field, and even thus thy army also suffered great loss at 
the bands of the mighty Bhima." 
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“Sanjaya said, — ‘Meanwhile Arjuna, O monarch, having slain the four 
kinds of forces {uf tl>e enemy), and haring obtained a light of the angry 
son of the Suta in that dreadful battle, caused a river of blood to flow 
there that was tawny with flesh and marrow and bones. Human heads 
constituted its rocks and (tones. Elephants and steeds formed its banks. 
Full of the banes of heroic combatants, it resounded with the cries of 
ravens and vultures. Umbrellas were* its swans or rafts. And that river 
ran, bearing nway heroes like trees along its current. (Fallen) necklaces 
constituted its assemblage of lotuses, and head-goats formed its excellent 
loam. Hows and (.haft* constituted its fishes , and the crowns of crushed 
men floated on its surface* Shields arid armour were its eddies, indents 
were the rafts with which it teemed. And it could be easily lorded by 
persons desirous of victory, while to those that were cowards it was 
unfordable. Having caused that river to flow, Vibhutsu, that slayer of 
hostile heroes and bull among men, addressing Vatudcva, laid, — Yonder. 
O Krishna, the standard ot the Sata's son is visible 1 There, Bhimaicnn 
and others are fruiting with that great car a&rtior ! There, the PanchaJas, 
ufeared of Kama, are flying away, O J.ui trddan.i ! Yonder, king Dui>odhana, 
with the white umbrella over his head, along with Kama, looketli exceed- 
ingly resplendent as he is engaged in routing the Ptncbalas ! There, Kiipn, 
and Kritavarman, and Drona's ion, that mighty car-warrior, aro protecting 
king Duryodhana, themselves protected by the Suta’s sun ! There, O 
Krishna, Calya, well conversant with holding the reins, luoketh exceedingly 
resplendent as seated on fisc terrace of Kama’s car, heguideth that vehicle ! 
Bear me tn that mighty car warrior, for even such is live wish cherished by 
me ! Without slaying Kami in this battle I will never return 1 Otherwise, 
the son of Radius, () Janarddana, will, in my sight, exterminate the mighty 
car-waniors of the Parthas and the Sri n jay as ! — Thus addressed, Kecava 
quickly proceeded on his car against thy army, towards the mighty bowman 
Kama, for causing a single combat to take place between Kama and Savyasach- 
in. Indeed, the mighty-armed Hari, at the command of Panda's son, 
proceeded on his car, assuring (by that very act) all the Panda va troops. 
The rattle then of Arjuna’s vehicle row loud tn that battle, resembling, O 
sire, the tremendous peal of Vasava’s thunder. With that loud rattle of his 
car-wheels, the son of Pandu, of prowess incapable of being baffled and 
endued with immeasurable soul, advanced, vanquishing (as he came) thy 
host. Beholding Arjuna ol white steeds and having Krishna for his driver 
thus advance, and seeing the standard of that high-aoulod one, the king of 
the Madras addressing Kama, said,— There cometh that car-warrinr haring 



• I confess I do not understand what is meant by Narakivdra^afa/Mm. 
'1 he version given is offered tentatively.— T. 
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white steeds yoked unto his Tchicle and haring Krishna for his driver, slay- 
ing his foes in battle 1 There cometh he about whom thou wert enquiring ? 
Yunder sundeth the son of Kunti, holding his bow Ga*(tiva I If thou canst 
slay him to day, great good may then be done to us ! He cometh, O Kama, 
desirous of an encounter with thee, slaying, as he cometh, out chief warriors ! 
He is incapable, O son of Radha, of being resisted by anybody else l Do 
thou proceed against that hero of Bharata's race ! Through fear of Arjuna 
who is slaying large numbers of bis foes, there the Dhanarashtra army is 
speedily breaking on all sides 1 Avoiding all our warriors, Dbananjaya 
advanced* with great speed, for, as i think, an encounter with thee, Judging 
by his form swelling with rage and energy I Biasing with wrath, Partba 
will not stop from desire of battle with anybody else savo thee, especially 
when Vrikadara is being so much afflicted (by thee) ! Learning that king 
Yudhishthira the just hath been exceedingly inangled and made earless by ther, 
and seeing (the plight of) Cikhandin, and Satyaki, and DbritUadyurana the 
son of Priahatn, and the (five) sons of Praupudi, and Yudhamanyu, and 
Uttamaujav, and the brothers XakuU and Sahadeva, that scorcher of foes, 
vix., Partba, advanced* impetuously on a single car against thee ! Without 
duubt, lie is advancing with speed against us, avoiding other combatants ! 
Do thou, O Kama, proceed against him, for there is do other bowman 
(among us that can do so). I do not belvold in the world any other bowman, 
awe thee, that would resist the angry Arjuna in battle like the continent 
(resisting the surging tea) ! I do not behold any arrangements made for his 
protection, cither on bis flanks or at his rear. He advanceth alone against 
thee I I/iok after thy success now I Thou alone an able to encounter the 
two Krishn&s in battle ! That business is thine, O son of Radha I Proceed, 
therefore, against Dbananjaya ! Thou art the equal of Bbishma, of Drona, 
of Drona’s son, of Kripa ! Do thou resist in this great battle the ad rant- 
ing Sivyasachin I Indeed, O Kama, slay this Dbananjaya that resembles a 
snake frequently darling out it* tongue, or a roaring bull, or a tiger in the 
forest ! There, those kings, those mighty car-warriors of the Dbartaraahtra 
army, through fear of Arjuna, are quickly dying away, regardless of one 
another Save thee, O Suta's son, there is no other roan, 0 hero, that can, 
in battle, dispel the fears ol those retreating combatant* l All those 
Kurus, O tiger among men, obtaining tbee as their refuge in ibis battle, 
eland depending on thee and desirous of thy protection 1 Advance against 
the son of Pandu, 0 son of Radha, mustering that courage nuw with 
which thou hadst in battle vanquished the almost invincible Vaidehas, 
llio Arovaahthas, the Kamvojas, the Nagnajiu, and the Gandharas ! Mustering 
thy great prowess, O mighty-armed one, proceed against Vrishni's race, 
who is always gratified by the diadem -decked (Arjuna) !— 

14 'Karna said, — Thou seeraest now to be in thy usual frame of mind and 
thou art now agreeable to me ! Do not, O mighty-armed one, entertain 
any fear of Dbananjaya 1 Behold the might of my arm9 today, and behold 
*8 
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my iktil I Single-handed, I will today destroy the mighty host of the Pandavas, 
as also those two liona among men, viz., the two Krishna* ! I say this 
tally unto thee ! I will never return from the held today without slaying 
two heroes ! Or, slain by those two, I shall today sleep on the field of 
battle 1 Victory is uncertain in battle I Slaying or slain, I shall today achieve 
my purpose !— 

“ ‘Calya said,— All great car-warriorB, O Kama, say that this foremost 
of car-warriors (viz*, Arjuna), even when alone, is invincible 1 When again, 
he is protected by Krishna, who will venture to vanquish him ? — 

“ ‘Kama said, — As far as I have heard, such a superior car-warrior bath 
never been bora on Barth I Behold iny pruwess, since 1 will contend in 
battle with even that ; Panha who is such I This prince of Kuru's line, this 
foremost of car-warriors, careers in battle, borne by his steeds white in 
hue I Perhaps, he will despatch mo to Yama's abode today. Know, however, 
that with Kama's death, these all will be exterminated !* The two arms of 
this prince are never covered with sweat. They never tremble. They are 
massive and covered with cicatrices. Finn in the use of weapons he is 
possessed of great skill and endued with great lightness of hinds. Indeed, 
there is no warrior equal with great lightness of hands. Indeed, there is no 
warrior equal to the son of Panda l He taketh a large number of arrows and 
sbooteth them as if they were one. Quickly fixing them on the bow string, 
he propcllcth them to the distance of two miles. They always fell on the 
foe. What warriors is there on Earth that is equal to him ? That Atiratha , 
endued with great activity, with Krishna as hi* ally, gratified the god Agni 
at Khandava. There, on that occasion, the hlgh-soulcd Krishna obtained 
his discus, and Savyasschin, the son of Pandit, obtained his bow 
Gandiva. There that mighty-armed one, endued with might that knows no 
decay, also obtained his terrible car unto which arc yoked those white 
steeds, as also his two great celestial and inexhaustible quivers, and many 
celestial weapons, from the god of fire. In the region of Indra he 
obtained h» conch Dcvadatfa and slew innumerable Dattyai, and si] 
the Kalakeyas. Who is there on Earth that is superior to him ? Possessed 
of greatness of soul, he gratified Mahadeva himself in fair fight, and obtain- 
ed from him the terrible and*, mighty weapon Paaifiala dial is capable of 
destroying the three worlds. The several Regents of the world, united 
together, gave him their weapons of immeasurable energy, with which that 
lion among men quickly destroyed in battle those united Asurat, vis , the 
Kalakhanja* So also, in Virata's city, having on a single car vanquished 
all of us, he snatched from us that wealth of kine and took from all the 
foremost of car -warriors (portions of) their garments. Challenging that 
foremost of Kshatriyas, that hero having him of Vrishn/s race for his ally, 
that warriur who is endued with such energy and such attributes, 1 regard 
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myself, O Cilya, to be the foremost! of persons in all the world in point of 
courage ! He is, again, protected by that Kecava of infuriate energy, who 
is Narayana himself and who is without a rival, that high-souled Vasudova, 
that eyer 'victorious Vishnu armed with conch, discus, and mace, whose 
attributes all the world, united together, cannot (in narrating) exhaust in 
ten thousand years. Beholding the two Krishnas together on the same car, 
fear entereth my heart together with courage.* Partha is the foremost of 
all bowmen, while Narayana is unrivalled in encounters with the discus. 
Even such are Vasudeva, and the son of Paodu 1 Indeed, the mountains 
of Himavat may move from the spot were they stand but the two Krishnas I 
Both of them btc heroes, possessed of great skill, firm in the use of weapons, 
and mighty car-warrior*. Roth of them lure adamantine frames.” Who 
clae, OCalya, save myself, would proceed against Phalguna and Vasudeva 
that are even such ? The desire cherished by me today, vix , a battle with 
the son of Pandu, O ruler of the Madras, will be fulfilled without delay l 
Soon will that wonderful and unrivalled and beautiful battle take place I 
Either I will overthrow those two in battle today, or the two Krishnas 
will today overthrow me I Saying these words unto Calya, Karna, that 
slayer of foes, began to utter loud roars in that battle, like those of the 
clouds. Approaching then thy aon, that foremost one among the Kurus, and 
saluted respectfully by him, Kama said unto that prince as also unto those 
two mighty-armed warriors, Kripa and the Bboja chief Kritavarman, and the 
ruler of the Gandharas with bis son, and the preceptor's and his own younger 
brothers, and all the loot-soldiers and horsemen and elephant-riders, those 
words, vis,— Rush towards AdiyuU and Arjuna and close up their path all 
around, and cause them tu be tired with exertion, to that, yc lords of Earth, 
I may easily slay those two after ye all will have mangled them deeply !— 
Saying.— So be it I those foremost of heroes, desruus of slaying Arjuna, 
speedily proceeded against him. Those mighty car warriors then, obeying 
the behest of Karna, began to strike Dbananyaya with innumerable arrows 
in that battle. Like the greu ocean containing a vait quantity of water 
receiving all rivers male and female, Arjuna received all those warriors in 
battle. His foes could not notice when he fixed his excellent arrows on 
the bowstring and when he lei them off. All that could be seen was that 
men and stoeds and elephants, pierced with die arrows sped by l>hanan- 
jaya, continually fell down, deprived of life. Like men with diseased eyes that 
are unable to gne at the Sun, the Kauravas on that occasion could not gaze 
at Jaya who seemed to be possessed of the energy of the all-destroying Sun 
that rises at the end of the Yvga, having snows for bis rays, and Gandiva 



# Same of the Bengal texts read Jayate asaddhyaiattfha. The unpronounc- 
rd a before the last word is the negative panicle. The sense seems to b« 
that although Kama i» not wanting in courage, yet fear also enters his 
heart. His is a mixed feeling at sight of the two Krisbanas on the same 
car.— T. 
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for his beautiful circular disc, Smiling, the while, Partba with bis own showers 
of arrows cut off the excellent arrows sped at him by those mighty cat-warriors. 
In return, he struck them with innumerable arrows, drawing his bow G»i*Mva 
to a complete circle. As the Sun of fierce rays between the months of Jtdshtha 
and Ashara easily drieth up the waters (of tbc Earth), even so Arjuna, baffling 
the arrows of his foes, consumed tby troops, O king of Iriogs ! Then Kripa, 
and the chief of the Bhojas, and thy sun himself, shooting shuwers of xliafts, 
f usbed towards him. Drona's son also, that mighty car-warrior, rushed towards 
him, shouting his shafts. Indeed, all of them rained their arrows on him, like 
the clouds pouring torrents of rain on a mountain. The son of Pandu, 
however, with great activity and speed, cut off with his own shafts those 
excellent arrows sped at him with great care in tlmt dreadful battle by those 
accomplished warriors desirous of slaying him, and pierced the chest of each 
of his adversaries with three shafts. Having arrows for his fierce rays, the 
Arjuna-sun, with Gaudita drawn to its fullest stretch constituting his corona, 
looked resplendent, as he scorched his foes, like the Sun himself between the 
months of Jaiththa and Ai/tura, within his bright corona. Then Drona's son 
pierced Dbananjiya with ten foremost of shafts, and Kecava with three, and 
the four steeds of Dhauanyaya with fuur, and showered many shafts on the 
Ape on Arj una's banner. For all that Ubananjaya cut of the full -drawn bow 
in his adversary’s band with three shafts, the head of his driver with a ram- 
faced arrow, and his four other shafts, felling last from his enemy's car his 
standard with three other arrows. The »n of Drona tben, filled with wrath, 
took op another costly bow, bright as the body of Takshaka, and decked with 
gems and diamonds and gold, and resembling a mighty snake caught from the 
foot of a mountain. Stringing that bow as be stood on the Barth, and bringing 
out one alter another shafts and weapons, Drona's ion, that warrior wlio 
excelled in many accomplishments, began to afflict those two un vanquished 
and foremost of inen and pierce them from a near point with many shafts. 
Then those mighty car-wurriurs, vir., Kripa and Bboja and thy wn standing 
at the vim of battle, fell upon and ahronded that bull among the Pundavax, 
shooting showers of shafts, like the clouds shrouding the dispeller of darkness. 
Possessed of prowess equal to that of the thousand -armed (Karttaviryya), 
Pariha then showered his shafts on Kripa's bow with arrow fixed on it, his 
steeds, his standard, and his driver, like the wicldcr of the thunder in days of 
yore showering his shafts on (the Asmra) Vali. His weajions destroyed by 
Partha's shafts, and his standard also having been crushod in that great battle, 
Kripa was afflicted with as many thousands of arrows by Arjuna as Ganna's 
son Bbishma before them (viz., on the day of his fall) by the same diadem- 
dcckcd warrior. Tin; valiant Pariha then, with his shafts, cut off the standard 
and the bow of thy roaring son. Destroying next the handsome steeds of 
KriUvarinao, he cut off the latter's standard as well He then began to destroy 
with great speed the elephants of tbc hostile force, as also its cars with their 
steeds and drivers and bows and standards. Thereupon that vast host of thine 
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broke into a hundred p*rU like an embankment washed off by die waters. 
Then Kecava, quickly urging Arjuna's car, placed oil his afilicted foes on his 
right side. Then other warriors, desirous of an encounter, with their well- 
equipt car* bearing lofty standards, followed Dbananjaya who was proceeding 
with great speed like lodra proceeding for the slaugthcr of Vritra. Then those 
mighty car warriors, via , Cikhandin and Satyaki and the twins, proceeding in 
the direction of Dbananjaya, checked those foea and, piercing them with keen 
arrows, uttered terrible roars. Then the Kuru heroes and the Srinjayas, 
encountering one another with rage, slew one another with straight shafts of 
great energy, like the Asvras and the celestials in days of yore in great battle. 
Elephant-warriors and horsemen and car-warriors,— all chastisers of foe*,— 
inspired with desire of victory or impatient of proceeding to heaven, fell fast 
on die field. Uttering loud shouts, they pierced one another vigorously with 
well shot arrows. In consequence of those high-souled war rion of great 
courage shooting their arrows at one another in that dreadful battle and by that 
means causing a dark neat there, die points of the compass, cardinal and sub* 
sidiary, became enveloped in gloom and the very effulgence of the Sun became 
totally shrouded. 1 



SECTION LXX\. 

•‘Sunjaya said— 'Then, O king, Dbananjaya, desirous of rescuing Kunti's 
son llhima who, assailed by many foremost of warriors of the Kuru army, 
teemed to sink (under that attack), avoided, 0 BharaU, the troops of the Suta’s 
sun and began, with his shafts, to despatch those hostile heroes (that were 
opposed to Bbima) to the regions of death. * Successive showers of Arjuna’s 
shafts were seen overspread on the sky, while others were seen to slay thy 
army. Filling tbc welkin with his shafts that resembled dense flights of feathe- 
ry creatures, Phananjaya, O monarch, at that time, became tbc very Destroyer 
unto the Kurus. With his broad-headed arrows, and those equipt with heads 
flat and sharp as razocr, and clothyard shafts of bright polish, Part ha mangleJ 
the bodies of his foes and cut off their heads. The field of battle became 
strewn with falling and fallen warriors, some with bodies cut and mangled, 
some divested uf armour and some deprived of heads. Like the great 
Vaitarani (separating the regions of life from those of the dead), the field of 
battle, 0 king, became uneven and impassable and unsightly and terrible, in 
consequence of steeds and cars and elephants, which struck with Dhananjaya's 



# The first word of the slok a is Viirijya and not Vlmridya as read in 
many texts. Avoiding Kama’s division, Arjuna despatched the assailants of 
Bhima who seemed to sink under the pressure brought to bear upon him. This 
seems to be the plain sente uf the |Ki**age.— T. 





22 2 



MAHABHARATA 



shafts, were mangled and pierced and crushed and cut off in diverse way*. 
The Earth was also covered with broken shafts and wheels and axles, and with 
cars that were stcedless or that had their steeds and others that were drivcrlcw 
or that hid tbeir drivers. Then four hundred well-trained and ever furious 
elephants, excited with wrath, and ridden by warriors cased in mail of golden 
hue and adorned with ornaments of gold, and urged by fierce guides with 
pressure of heels and toes, fell down, struck by the diadem-decked Atjuna with 
his shafts, tike loosened summits, peopled with living creatures, of gigantic 
mountains. Indeed, the Earth became covered with (other) huge elephants 
struck down by Dhanwpjaya with his arrows. Like the Sun piercing through 
masses of clouds, Arj una's car-jxissed through dense bodies of elephants with 
Juicy secretions flowing adnwn their bodies and .'unking like masses of clouds. 
Phalguna caused bis track to be heaped up with slain elephants and steeds, 
and with cars broken in diverse ways, and with lifeless heroes deprived of 
weapons and engines and of armour, as also with arms of diverse kinds 
loosened from hands that held them. The twang of Gandiva became 
tremendously leud, like the poil of thunder in the welkin. The (Dhartaraihtra) 
army then, smitten with the shafts of Otunanjaya, broke, like a large vessel 
on the Ixnom of the ocean, violently lashed by the tempest Diverse kinds of 
fatal shafts, sped from Gandiva, and resembling burning brands and meteors 
and thunder bolts, burnt thy army. Tint mighty boat, thus afflicted with 
Dlunanjaya's shafts, looked beautiful like a blazing forest of bamboos on a 
mountain in the night. Crushed and burnt and thrown into confusion, and 
mangled and massacred by the diadem decked Arjuna with bis arrows, that 
host of thine then fled away on all side*. Indeed, the Kauravas, burnt by 
S&vyasachin, dispersed on all sides, like animals in the great forest frightened 
at a focest-oonflugration. The Kuru boat thon (that had assailed Bbiomena) 
abandoning that mighty armed bero, turned their faces from battle, filled with 
anxiety. After die Kurus had been routed, the unvanijuished Vibhatsu, 
approaching Bhimaacna, stayed there for a moment Having met flhima and 
held a consultation with him, Phalguna informed his brother that the arrow* 
had been extracted from Yodhkhthtra’s body and that the latter was perfctly 
well. 

With Bhimasena’s leave, Dhananjaya then proceeded (once more against bis 
foes), causing tbe Earth and the welkin, O Bharata, to resound with the rattle 
of his car. He was then surronded by ten heroic and foremost of warriors, 
viz, thy sons, all of whom were Duscasana’s junior* in age. Afflicting Arjuna 
with their shafts like hunters afflicting an elephant with burning brands, those 
heroes, with outstretched bow, seemed to dance, O Bharata, (on their cars). The 
slayer of Madhu thon, guiding bis car, placed all of them to bis right Indeed, 
he eipected that Arjuna would very won send all of them to Yama's presence . 
Beholding Arjuna's car proceeding in a different direction, those heroes rushed 
towards him. Soon, however, Parlha, with a number of cloth-yard shafts and 
crescent shaped arrows, cut off their standards and stoeds and bows and arrows, 
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canting them to fall down on the Earth. Then with some broad headed 
arrows he cat off and felled their head* decked with lips bit and eyes blood-red 
in ra®e. Those faces looked beautiful like an assemblage of lotuses. Having 
slain those ten Kauravas cased in golden mail, with ten broad headed 
shafts endued great impetuosity and cquipt with wings of gold that slayer of 
foes, vix, Arjuna, continued to proceed/ * 



SECTION LXXXI. 

"Sanjiya said,— 'Meanwhile ninety Kaurava car-warriors rushed for battle 
against the ape-bannered Arjuna who was advancing, borne by his steeds of 
exceeding fleetness. Those tigers among men, having sworn a terrible oath 
about the other world,* encompassed that tiger among men, vis,, Arjuna. 
Krishna, however, (without minding those warriors), urged the white steeds of 
Arjuna, endued with gteat speed and adorned with ornaments of gold and 
covered with net-works of pearl* towards Kama's car. Those ninety Samtap- 
taka cars pursued Dbananjnya, that slayer of foes, pouring upon him showers 
of shafts, as be proceeded towards Kama's car. Then Arjuna, with bis keen 
•hafts, cut off those ninety assailants endued with great activity, along with 
their drivers and bows and standards. Slain by the diadem-decked Arjuna 
with diverse kinds of shafts, they fell down like SiMkat falling down, with 
their cars, from heaven upon the exhaustion of their merits. After this, msny 
Kauravas, with cars and elephants and steeds, fearlessly advanced against that 
foremost one of Kuru’s race, that chief of the HharaUs, vir, Phalguna That 
large force of thy sons, teeming with struggling men and steeds, and swelling 
with foremost of elephants, then encompassed Dbananjaya, checking his 
further progress The mighty Kaurava bowmen shrouded flat descendant of 
Kurus race with darts and swords ond lances and spears and maces and 
scimitars and arrow* Like the Son destroying the darkness with his rays, 
the son of Pandu destroyed with his own shafts that shower of weapons over- 
spread in the welkin. Then a force of MUtchat riding thirteen hundred ever- 
infuriate elephants, at the command of thy »on, assailed Partha in the flank. 
With barbed arrows and Nalikai and clotb-yard shafts and lances and spears 
and darts and Kamfianas and short arrows, they afflicted Partha on his car. 
That matchless shower of weapons, some of which were hurled by the elephants 
with their tusk* Ptialguna cut off with hts broadheaded shafts and crescent- 
shaped arrows of great keenness. With excellent arrowB of diverse kinds, ho 
struck all those elephants and their standards and banners and riders like 
Indra striking mountains with -thunder -bolt*. Afflicted with gold-winged 
shaft* those huge elephants decked with necklaces of gold, fell down deprived 

•Such as— M May we sink in ever-laaring hcfl if we fly away from Arjuna I" 
VUU the oath of the SamtaftaJkas in the beginning of Drona Parra.— T. 
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of life, lika mountains ablaze with volcanic fires. Amid that roaring and 
shouting and wailing army of men and elephants and steeds, tbc twang of 
Gandiva, O monarch, rose high. Elephants, O king, struck (with diafts), 
fled away ou ail sides. Steeds also, their riders slain, wandered in ail directions. 
Cars, O monarch, looking like the changeful forms of vapours in the sky, depri- 
ved of riders and steeds, were seen in thousands. Horsemen , O monarch, 
wandering hither and thither, were seen to fall down deprived of life by the 
shafts of Partha. At that time the might of Arjuna's arms was seen. ($0 great 
Wits dial might) that alone, in that battle, he vanquished horsemen and 
elephants and cat-warriors (that had been assailing him from every side). Then 
llbimascna, beholding the diadem-decked Phalguna encompassed, O bull 
of BharaU's race, by a large (Kaurava) host consisting of three kinds of forces, 
abandoned the small unslaughtered remnant of the Kaurava car-warriors with 
whom lie had been engaged, and vushed impetuously, O kmg, to the spot 
where Dhanunjaya’s car was. Meanwhile the Kaurava farce that still remained 
after the heavy slaughter, exceedingly weakened, fled awy, Bhima (as already 
said), beholding Arjuno, proceeded towards his brother. The unfatigued Bhima 
armed with .1 inaoc, destroyed, in that battle, the portion that still remained 
after the greater part had been slaughtered by Arjuno, of tbc Kaurava hone 
possessed of great might Fierce a a the death-night, subsisting upon men and 
elephants and steeds as its food, and capable of crusbing walls and mansions 
and gates of cities, that exceedingly terrible mace of bis, Bhima made incessan- 
tly descending on men and elephants and steeds around him. That mace, 
O sire, slew numberless steeds and riders. With tliat mace the son of Pandu 
crushed men and steeds cased in steel armour. Struck therewith, they fell 
dawn with great noise. Biting the earth with their teeth, and bathed in blood, 
these, with the crowns of their heads and bows and lower ;Kimbs crushed, laid 
themselves down on the field, supplying all carnivorous creatures with food. 
Satiated with blood and flesh and marrow, and eat:ng bones a* well, that mace 
(of Bliimascna) became, like the death-night, difficult of being gazed at. 
Having slain ten thousand horses and numerous foot, Bhima ran hither and 
thither in rage, armed with his mace. Then, O Bharata, thy troops, beholding 
Bhima mace in hand, thought that Yama himself, armed with his fatal bludgeon 
was in their midst. Tbc son of Pandu then, excited with rage, and resembling 
an infuriate elephant, penetrated into the elephant division (of the Kauravos), 
like a Makara entering the ocean. Having, with his formidable mace, pene- 
trated into that elephant division, the enraged Bhima, within a very short time, 
despatched it to Yarna’s abode. Wc then beheld those infuriate elephants 
with spiked plates on their bodies, falling on every side, with their riders and 
standards, like winged mountains. Having destroyed that elephant division, 
the mighty Hhimasena, once more riding on his car, followed Arjuna in 
his rear. That great host, thus slaughtered, filled with cheerlcssoess and about 
to fly away, stood almost inactive. O monarch, assailed on all sides with 
weapons. Beholding that host looking bumble and standing inactive, and 
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almost motion lew, Arjuna covered it with life-scorching shafts Men and steeds 
and elephant*, pierced in that battle with shower* of tikaft* by the widder of 
Gan diva, looked beautiful like KatUmva flowers with their filament* Thus 
struck with Arjuna's shafts that quickly slew men and steeds and car* and 
elephants, loud wails, O king, arose fnnu the Kuru army. With cries of Oh 
and Al\\\ % and exceedingly frightened, and huddling cloee to one another, thy 
anny began to turn round with great speed. The battle, however, continued 
between the Kurus and the Pand ivas of great might. There was not a single 
car -warrior nr horseman or elephant-warrior or steed or elephant that was 
un wounded. Their coats of mail pierced with shafts and themselves bathed tn 
blood, the troops looked bluing like a forest of flowering Audits. Beholding 
Suvyasaclun putting forth his valor on that occasion, the Kauravas became 
hopeless of Kama's life. Regarding the touch of Arjntu’s shafts to be unbear- 
able, the K.iuravas, vanquished by the wteldet of Gamdivi, fled from the field. 
Deserting Kama in that battle a» they were being thus stm:k with Arjuna's 
shafts, tliey fled away m fear un all sales, loudly culling upon die Sula’s son 
(to rescue them), P&rtha, however, pursued them, shooting hundreds of shafts 
and gladdening the Pandtva warriors headed by Bhimasena. Thy sons then, 
O monarch, proceeded toward* the car of Kama. Sinking, as they deemed to 
he, in a fathomless ocean, Kama then became an island unto them. The 
Kauravas, O monarch, like sr.ake without poison, took Kama's she'tcr, moved 
by the fear of the wie filer of Garutiva. Indeed, even as creatures, O sire, 
endued with actions, from for of death, uke the shelter uf virtue, thy son*, 
O ruler of men, front fear of the high-soukd son of Pondu, took the shelter of 
the mighty bowman Kama. Then Kama* uninspired with fear, addressed 
those distressed warriors afflicted with arrows and bathed in blood, raying, — 
Do not fear I Como to me ! — Beholding thy army vigorously broken by 
Partita, Kama, stretching bis bow, fetood desirous of slaughtering the foe 
Seeing that the Kurus had loft the field, Kamo, that foremost of all wiclders 
of weajsons, reflecting a little, set his heart upon the slaughter of Part ha and 
began to draw deep breath*. Bending his formidable bow, Adhiratha** son 
Vrtsha once more rushed against the Pancliulas, in the very sight of Savyasa- 
chin. Soon, however, many lords of 1-irth, with eyes red as blood, poured 
their arrowy downpours on him like clouds pouring rain upon a mountain. 
Then thousands of arrows, O foremost of living creatures, shot by Kama, O 
sire, deprived many Panchalos of their lives, l/md sounds of wail were 
uttered by the Panchalas. O thou of great intelligence, while they were being 
thus smitten by the Sola's son, that rescuer of friends, for the sake of his 
friends. 
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SECTION LX XXII. 

"'Sanjaya mid,— 'After the Kuru», 0 king, had been put to Bight by tho 
mighty car-warrior Arjun;i of white steeds, the Suta's ton K.irna began to 
destroy the suns of the P.uicliaUs with his mighty shafts, like the tempest 
destroying congregated masses of cloud*. Felling JanaiueJsja's driver with 
h road- f need shafts called AnjaMAar, be next s'ew the steed 3 of that PanclmU 
warnor, With a number uf broad-headed arrows he then pierced both Satantka 
and Sutasoma and then cut ulT the l>owb of both those heroes. Next he pierced 
Dhrisbtadyumna with six arrows, and then, without the low of a moment, 
he slew in that encounter the steeds of iliat prince. Having slain next the 
steeds of Satyuki, the Suta’s son then slew Visuka the son nf the ruler of the 
Kaikayua. Upon tlw* slaughter of the Kxikuya prince, the commander 
of the Kaikaya division, via., U*rakar»nan, ruslicd with speed and Jtrikin^ 
Pragma the arm of Kama with many shafts nf fierce impetuosity caused 
Inin to tremble. Then Kama, with three crtsccnt-shapixl arrows, cut o (t 
the arms and the held of his son's assailant, whereupon the latter, deprived 
of life, fell down upon the ground Irmn hit car, like a Si#/ if tree with its 
branch ch lopped off with an axe. Then Praseiu, with many keen a: runs 
of straight course, covered the btecdlew grandson of Si:ii, and seemed to 
dance upon his car. Soon, hnwever, the ton of Kama, struck by the 
grandson of Sini, fell down. I jwn the slaug)it?i of hi* son, Kama, with 
heart filled witli rage, addressed that bull among the Sinis from desire 
of staying him, saying, — Thm art shin, O grandson of Si ni 1 — 'and sped 
at him an arrow cap* file of slaying all foes. Then Sikhandin cut olT tint 
arrow with three shafts of hit, and struck Kama himself with three other 
shafts. The fierce sun of the Suta then, cutting off with a couple of raior- 
faced arrows tlw bow and the stindtrd of Siklundin, struck and pierced 
Sikhandin himself witli six slufls, and then cut off the head of Durishtadymna's 
son. Tho high-BoulcJ son uf Adhiralha then pierced Sutaaoma with a very 
keen shaft. During the |nogre*s uf that fierce battle, and after Dhrishia- 
dyumna’s son had been slain, Krishna, O liun among kings, addressed Parti ia, 
saying, — The Panchala* are being exterminated ! Go, O Partha, and slay 
Kama 1 — Thus addressed tho might) armed Arjuna, that fore must jf men, 
smiled and llien proceeded on hit car towards the car ol Adhiratha's sun 
dcsirour, on that occasion of terror, of rescuing die Panchalas slaughtered by 
Kama, tl»at leader uf car warriors. Stretching ItU Gaudfaa of loud twnng, 
ami fiercely wirikiti|t his jxilms with his bowstring, he suddenly created a 
darkness by means of his arrows and destroyed large numbers of men and 
steed and car and standards. The echoes (of that twan$) travelled through 
the welkin. The birds, (no longer landing room in their uwn element), 
touk shelter in tho caverns of mountains. With his full drawn haw, Arjuna 
looked resplendent. Indeed, as the diadem decked Partha, at that terrible 
moment, fell upon the foe, Bhimasena, that foremost of heroes proceeded 
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on biscar behind Out son of Pandu, protecting his rear. Those two princes 
then, on their cars, proceeded with great speed towards Kama, encountering 
llieir foes along the way. During that in terra?, the Suta's son fought 
fiercely, grinding the Soitialras. He slew a large number of car warriors and 
steed and elephants, and covered the ten points of the compass with his 
shafts. Then Uttatnanjas and Janamc>ay*, and the enraged Yudhamanyu 
and Sikhandin, uniting with Prishala’s son (Dhrishladyumna) arid utter- 
ing loud roars, pierced Kama with many shafts. Those five foremost of 
Panchala car- warriors rushed against Kama otherwise called Vaikartano, 
but they could not shake him off his car like the objects of the senses 
failing to shake ofT the person of purified soul from abstinent^. Quick- 
ly cutting off their hows, standard*, steeds, drivers and banners, with 
his shafts, Kama struck each of them with five snows and then 11 tiered a 
loud roar like a lion. People Uien Ixcainc exceedingly clkecilcss, thinking 
that the very Earth, with her mountains and trees, might split at the twang 
of Kama's how while that hero, with sltafts in hand touching the bowstring, 
was employed in shooting at Ins assailants and slaying his foes. Shooting 
hit shafts with that large and extended bow of his that resembled the bow 
of Sakra himself, the son of Adhiratha looked resplendent like the Sun, 
with his multitude of blazing rays, within his corona. The Suta'i son then 
pierced Sikhandin with a dozen keen shafts, and UlUmaujas with half a 
dozen, and Yudhamanyu with three, and then each of the other two, vis , 
the Sornaka (Jnnarnej iya) and Prishata’s son (Dhrishladyumna) with three 
shafts. Vanquished in dreadful bauJe by the Suta's son, O sire, those five mighty 
car-warriors then stood inactive, gladdening their foes, even as the object* 
of the senses are vanquished by a person of purified soul. Tho five sons of 
Draupadi then, with oilier well-equipt cars, rescued those maternal uncles 
of theirs that were siuking in the Karna-ocean, like persons rescuing from 
tike depths of the ocean ship-wrecked merchants in the sea by means of 
oilier vessels. Then that bull among the Sinis, cutting ofT with his own 
keun shafts tho innumerable arrows sped by Kama, and piercing Kama 
himself with many keen arrows made entirely of iron, pierced lliy eldest 
son with eight shafts. Then Kripa, and the BIk>>* chief (KritavarnunX 
tod thy son, and Kama himself, assailed Satyaki in return with keen shafts. 
That foremost one, however, of Yadu's race fought with those four warrior* 
like the chief of the Patty ai fighting with the regents of the (four) quarters. 
With his twanging bow stretched to its fullest limits, and from which 
sbaft& flowed incessantly, Satyaki became exceedingly irresistible like the 
meridian Sun in the autumnal sky. Those scorchers of foes then, viz, 
the mighty car-warriors among the Panchalas, once more riding on their 
car* and clad in mail and united together, protected that foremost one 
among the Sinis, like the Marat* protecting Sakra while engaged in afflict- 
ing hi* foes in battle. The battle, fraught with the slaughter of men 
and steeds and elephants, that then ensued between thy foes and the 
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warriors of thy army, became so fierce that it rcscinblod the encounter in 
days of old between the gnds and the Aiuras. Ctr-warriors and elephants 
and steeds and foot-soldicxj, covered with shower* of diverse weapons, 
begun to move from one point to another. Struck by one another, they reel- 
ed or uitertd wail* of woe in affliction or fell down deprived of life. When 
such was the state of affairs, thy son Dussaiana, the younger brother of 
the king, fearlessly advanced against Bbima, shooting showers of shafts. 
Vnkodara also rushed impetuously against him, like a lion springing towards 
a large f?um deer. The encounter then that took place between those two 
heroes incensed with each other and who engaged in battle's iport mak- 
ing life itself the stake, became exceedingly fierce, resembling that between 
Sim vara and Sakra in days of old. Tiiay struck each other deeply with 
shafts possessed of great energy and capable of piercing each other's body, 
like two mighty elephant* excited with lust and with juicy secretions in- 
cessantly trickling adown their bodies fighting with each other in the 
vicinity of a she-elephant in her season. Vrikodara, with great speed, nit 
off, with a couple of razor headed arrows, the bow and the standard of thy 
son. With another winged arrow he pi or cad his antagonist's forehead and 
then (with a fourth) cut off from his trunk the bcid of the latter's driver. 
Prince Dussasana, taking up another bow. pierced Vrikodara with a dozen 
shaft*. Himself holding tin: reins of his steeds, lie once more poured over 
Phi m a a shower of straight arrow*. Then Dus&isina sped a shaft bright a* 
the rays of the Sun, decked with gold, diamonds, and other precious gems, 
capable of piercing the body of bis ussailant, and irresistible as the stroke of 
Indra's thunder. His body pierced therewith, Vrikodara fell, with tauguid 
limbs and like one deprived of life and with outstretched arms, upon his 
own excellent car. Recovering his senses, however, he began to roar 
like a lion.’ * 



SECTION LXXXItl. 

"Sanjaya said,— •Fighting fiercely prince Dur.&istna achieved the most 
difficult feat* in that encounter. With a single sliaft he cut off Bbtma’t bow, 
and then with six shafts be pierced bis foe's driver. Having achieved those feats, 
the prince, endued with great activity, pierced Bhima himself with nino shafts. 
Indeed the high-souled warrior, without losing a moment, then pierced Hliima- 
seru with many shafts of great energy. Filled with rage at this, Bhimaseua, 
endued with great activity, sped at thy son a fierce dart* Beholding that terrible 
dart impetuously coursing towards him like a blazing brand, tliy high soulcd 
son cut it off with ten shafts shot from his bow drawn to its fullest stretch. 
Seeing that difficult feat achieved by him, all the warriors* filled with joy, ap- 
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plaudcd him highly. Thy son ilien unce rioil pierced fthinu deeply with 
another shall. Blazing wiih wnib at sight of Dusoasaita, Bhima then addres- 
sed him, saying,— Pierced I have been, O hero, quickly and deeply, by thee. 
Bear now, however, once more, the stroke of ray mace. — Having said ibis, tile 
enraged Bhima took up that terublc mace of his fur Duscasana’s slaughter. 
Once more addressing him, lie said,— O thou of wicked soul, I shall loday 
drink thy blood on the field of battle I Thus addressed, tby son sped at Jtbima 
with great force a fierce dart resembling Death itself, Bbina also, his form 
filled with wrath, whirled his terrible mace and hurled it at his antagonist. That 
mace, precipitately breaking Dutsatana’s dart, struck thy son cm bis head. In- 
deed, inspiring like an elephant with juicy secretions trickling adown his body, 
Bhima, in tliat dreadful battle, hurled his mace at the prince With that 
weapon, Bhimastni forcibly tlixew Dussauuu do an from his car at a dis- 
tance measured by the length of ten bows. Struck with impetuous mace, l>us* 
sasana, thrown down on the ground, began to tremble. All his steeds also. 
0 king, were slain, and his car too was reduced lu atoms b) that falling weapon. 
As regards Dus&asana himself, his armour and ornaments and attire and 
garlands were all displaced, and be began to writhe, oillicud with agony. En- 
dued with great activity, Bbhna&cna then recollected, in the midst of that 
terrible battle and standing as he did amid many foremost warriors of the Kuril 
army, all tlie acts of hostility (done towards the Banduras) by thy sons. The 
mighty-armed Bhima of inconceivable feats, O king, beholding Dussasana 
(in that plight), and recollecting the srixurc of Draupadi's tresses and her 
disrobcnient while site was ill, — indeed, the innocent Bhima, retlecting also 
upon tlic diverse other wrongs inflicted on that princess while her husbands 
»t with faces turned away from the scene,— blared up in wrath like fire fed 
with libations of clarified butter. * Addressing Kama and Suyodhanu and 
Kripa and Drona's son and Kritavarman, he said, — Today I shall slay the 
wretched Duwawna ! Let all the warriors protect him (if they can) 1 — Having 
said this, Bhima of exceeding strength and great activity suddenly rushed, 
from desire of slaying Pussasana. Like a lion of fierce impetuosity rush- 
ing towards a mighty elephant, Vrikodara, that foremost of heroes rushed 
towards Dussasana in that battle and attacked him in the very sight 0 ! 
Suyodhana and Karna Jumping down from his car, he alighted on the 
ground, and fixed his eyes steadfastly on his fallen foe. Drawing then his 
whetted sword of keen edge, and trembling with rage, lie placed his foot 
upon the throat of Duscuana, and ripping open the breast of hir enemy 
stretched on the ground, qiiarfcd his warm life-blood. Then throwing him 
down and cutting off, O king, whit that sword the head of thy son, Bhima of 
great intelligence, desirous of accomplishing his row, again quaffed his enemy's 
blood, little by little as if for enjoying its taste. Then looking a; him 
with wrathful eyes, he said these words — 1 regard the tatfc of this blood 

* Frasikia, lit, drenched with. — T. 
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of my enemy to be superior to that of my mother's milk, or honey, or 
clarified butter, cir good wine that is prepared from honey, or excellent 
water, or rnilk, or curds, or skimmed milk, or all other kinds of drink 
there are on Esrth that arc sweet as ambrosia or nectar I— Once more, 
Bhbna of fierce deed*, his heart filled with wrath, beholding Dussaxana 
dead, laughed softly and said,— -What more can I do to thee ? Death baa 
rescued thee from my hands ! — They, O king, that saw Bhimaacna. while 
the latter, filled with joy at having quaffed the blood of hie foe, was utter- 
ing those words and stalk ibg on the field of battle, fell down in fear. 
They that did nut fall down at the sight their weapons drop from their 
hand*. Many, from fear, cried out feebly and looked at Bhima with 
half-shut eyes. Indeed, all those that stood around Bhima and beheld 
liim drink the blood of Duscasana, Ikd away, overwhelmed with fear, 
and saying unto one another, — 7Wx omi it ir# human l — When Bhima 

had assumed that form, people, beholding him quaff his enemy's blood, 
fled away with Chitrasena, ssying unto one another,-^ Bhima muU ht a 
tiakihaUB 1 — Then the (Panchab) prince Yudharoanyu, at the head of his truopa, 
fearlessly pursued the retreating Cbitrasena and pierced him with seven 
keen shafts quickly sped one after another. At this, like a trampled 
6nakc of great energy repeatedly darting out his tongue and desirous of 
vomiting its poison, Chitrascna turned back and pierced the Panchala prince 
with throe shafts and bis driver with six. The brave Yudhamanyu then 
struck off his enemy’s head with a shaft equips with goodly wings and an 
exceedingly keen point and sped with great care from his bow drawn to 
in fullest stretch. Upan fall of Lie brother Chitrascna, Kami, filled with 
wrath and displaying his prowess, put the Pundav.i host to flight, at which 
Nakula rushed against that warrior of immeasurable energy. Bhima having 
slain there (at the very sight of Kama) the vindictive Dussasana, took up a 
little quantity of bis blood, and endued as he was with stentorian lungs, said 
these words in the hearing of all those foremast of heroes of the world O 
wretch among men, here I drink thy life blood from Ihy throat I Filled 
with Joy, abuse us once more, saying,— Arax/, Am#,— ( as thou didst before) I 
— Ar.d he continued,— They that danced at us then, saying,— toast, bait, 
— esen we witl dance at them now, repeating their own words I Our sleep 
at the palace at Pramanak^H^ the administration of deadly poison to our 
food, the biles of bbek cobras, the setting fire to the house of lac, the 
robbing of our kingdom by gambling, our exile in the wood?, the cruel 
seixurc of Draupadi’s beautiful tresses, the strokes of shafts and weapons 
in battle, our miseries at home, the other kinds of sufferings we endured 
at Virata’s abode, — all these woes borne by us through the counsels of 
Sakuni and Duryodhana andJ-Radba’s wn, proceeded from thee as tbeir 
cause I Through the wickedness of DbritarashtTa and bis son, we have 
endured all these woes ? Happiness has never been ours !— Having said 
these words, 0 king, the victorious Vrikodara, once more spoke these 
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words unio Kesara and Arjuna. Indeed, bathed in blood, with blood 
flowing from bis wounds, with face exceedingly red, filled witli great wrath, 
Bhiinisena endued with great activity, wud these words Ye heroes, that 
which 1 had vowed in respect of Dussasana in battle, I have accomplish- 
ed today 1 I will soon accomplish my other vow by slaying that second 
beast, viz., Duryodhana, in this sacrifice of battle 1 Striking the head of 
that wicked-a’Milcd one with my foot in the presence of the Kauravas, I 
shall obtain peace ! — Having said these words, Bhiina, filled with great 
joy, drenched with blood, uttered loud shouts, even as the mighty and 
high -touted Indra of a thousand eyes had roared after slaying (the Asura) 
Vritra-' " 



SECTION LX XXIV. 

4 'San jay a said,— ‘After the slighter cf Dussosana, 0 king, ten of thy 
tons, lieroes that never retreats] from battle, all of wltora were great 
cur-warriors, endued with mighty energy, and filled with the poison of 
wrath, shrouded Bhima with their shafts.* Nishangin, and Kavacbin, and 
Pasin and Dundadhara and Dhanurgrwha, and Aloiupa, and Saha, and Shandi, 
and Vatavegaand Suvarchasas, these ten, afflicted at the slaughter of their 
brother, united together and checked the mighty-armed Bhimaiena with 
their shafts. Resisted on all aides with their shafu by those great car-aarrk** 
Bhima, with eyes red as fire with fury, looked resplendent like the 
Destroyer himself in rage. Purtha, however, with ten broad-headed 
shafts of great impetuosity, equips with golden wings, despatched to 
Yama’s abode those ten Bharata princes dec zed with golden bracelets. 
Upon the fall of those ten heroes, thy army fled away in the very Bight 
of the Sum's son, afflicted with the fear of the Panda vas. Then, O king, 
great fear entered the heart of Kama at fight of Bhima's prowess which 
resembled that of the Destroyer himself unto living creatures. Then Salya, 
that ornament of assemblies, understanding the state of Kama's mind from 
a survey of his features, addressed that chastiser of foes in words suited 
to the hour Do not be grieved, O son of Radha I This dees not 
become tbcc I Afflicted with the fear of Bhimasena, these kings arc all 
flying away I Exceedingly pained by live calamity that has befallen his 

brother Dusaasana in consequence of bis blood having been quaffed by 
the bigh-souled Bhima, Duryodhana is stupified ! Kripa and others, and 
those of the king's brothers that are still alive, with afflicted hearts, their 
ruge quelled by sorrow, are tending Duryodhana, sitting around him. 
Those heroes, viz., the Pandavas of sure aim, headed by Dh&nanjtyi, 
are advancing against thee for battle 1 For these reasons, O tiger among men, 
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mustering all thy |*owess and keeping the duties of a Ksbatriya before 
thy eyes, proceed against Dhananjaya I The entire burthen (of ibis battle) 
has been placed upon thee by the son of Dhriurashtra ! O thou of mighty 
arms, hear that burthen to the best of thy power and might t In victory 
there will b« gTtat fame! In defeat, heaven is certain I Tlvere, O 9on of 
Radho, thy son Vrishasena, filled with wrath at right of the stupefaction 
that has overwhelmed thee, is rushing towards the Pandavas '—Hearing these 
words of Salya of immeasurable energy, Kama, reflecting, concluded unalterably 
that fighting had become unavoidable. Then Vrishasena, filled with wrath, 
and riding upon l»is own car, rushed towards that son of Panda, viz., 
Vrikodara, who, armed with hi9 marc, resembled the l>e*trpyer himtelf 
with bit fatal rod, and was employed in slaughtering lliy troops. Tin! 
foremost of heroes, viz, Nakula, fill cl with wrath, rushed at that enemy, 
of theirs, viz., Kama’s son. striking him with arrows, like the victorious 
Maghavat with joyous heart rushing against (the A sura) Jauibha. Then 
the brave N.ikulu, with a raxor-headed shaft, cut off his enemy's standard 
decked with gems. With a broad-headed arrow, he next cut off the how 
also of Kama's son, with a golden belt attached to it Possessed of mighty 
weapons, Kama's ron then, desirous of showing his regard for Dussaaans, 
cpiiekly took up another bow, and pierced Nakula the son of Panda with many 
mighty celestial weapons. The high-soulcd Nakula, then, filled with rage, 
pierced his antagonist witli shafts that resembled large btaxing brands. 
At this Kama's son also, accomplished in weapons, showered celestial 
weapons upon Nakula. From rage engendered by the strokes of hh 
enemy's weapons, as also from hU own resplendence and the energy of 
his weapons, the son of Kama blazed up like a fire with libations of 
clarified butler. Indeed, O king, Kama's son Hun slew with bis excellent 
weapons th* beautiful steeds of tire delicate Nakula, that were of the 
Vanayu breed, white in hue, and decked with trappings of gold. Alighting 
then from his steediess vehicle, and taking up a bright shield decked 
with golden moons and armed al» with a sword that was blue as the 
sky, Nakula, frequently jumping up, cueered there like a bird. Performing 
diverse beautiful evolutions in the air, the sun of Pandu cut off many 
foremost of men and steeds and elephants. Cutoff with that sword, they 
fell down on the Earth like animals cut off in a horse sacrifice by the person 
appointed to that duty. Two thousand well-trained heroes, delightiug in 
battle, hailing from diverse realms, well-paid, of sure aim, and their limbs 
smeared wiih excellent sandal-paste, were quickly cut off by the single- 
handed Nakula inspired with desire of victory. Then Kama's son, suddeuly 
advancing with greet speed against the rushing Nakula in that battle, 
pierced him from every side with many keen arrows from desire of slay- 
ing him. Thus struck with shafts (by VririusenaX Nakula smirk his 
brave Antagonist in return. Pierced by tin: son of Pandu, VrisbasetU became 
filled with wrath. Protected, however, in that dreadful battle, by his brother 
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Ilhjra.i, ihr high-soaled Nakuk achieved such terrible feats on tint occasion. 
Filled with rage, ihc son nf Kama then incrced with eighteen shafts the heroic 
Nakula who seemed to sport in llut lattlc, while employed, unaided, in 
destroying the foremost of men and steeds and elephants. Deeply pierced by 
Vrisliasena in that battle, O king, Pandu's ton Nakuti, that foremost of 
men, endued with gTewt activity, liecame filled with rage and rushed in 
dial encounter against the son of Kama from desire of slaying him. Then 
Vrishasenu poured showers of keen shafts upon Nakula of great energy 
rs the Utter precipitately advanced against biiu in that battle like a hawk 
with outstretched wings from desire of meat. Baffling, however, his antagonist's 
showers of shafts, Nakula careered in diverse beautiful motions. Then 
Kama's son, O king, in that dreadful battle, cut off, with his mighty 
shafts, the shield, decked with a thousand stars, of Nakula while he was 
careering with great activity in thofc beautiful motions. Without losing a 
moment, tlut resister of foes, (viz. Vrislusena), with half a dozen sharp razor- 
headed skills, then cut off that naked sword, polished and keen-edged, nude of 
steel, capable of benring a great strain and of destroying the bodies of all 
foes, and terrible and fierce as the poison of the snake, of Nakula while 
he was whirling it rapidly. After tbit, Vrishasena deeply pierced his an- 
tagonist in the centre of his cheat with some well-tempered and keen 
shafts. Haring achieved those feats in battle that were applauded by all 
noble persons and that could not be achieved by other men, the high- 
snulcd Nakula of great activity, afflicted with those shafts, proceeded to 
the car, O king, of Bhimasena. The sterdless son of Madri, thus afflicted 
by Kama's son, sprang upon Bhima's car like a lion springing upon a 
mountain summit, in the sight of Dhananjaya. The bigh-eoulcd and 
heroic Vrishasena then, filled with wrath, poured his arrowy slmwcrs 
upon those two mighty car-warriors for piercing those two sons of Pandu. 
Alter the destruction of that car belonging to the son of Pandu (viz, 
Nakula), and after his sword also had been speedily cut off with (Vrisha- 
sena's) shafts, many other foremost of Kuru lieroes, uniting together, 
approached the Pandava brothers, and be»*n to strike them with showers 
of shafts. Then those two sons of Pandu, via., Bhinia and Arjuna, filled 
with wrath, and resembling two Ares fed with libations of clarified butter, 
jywired terrible showers of arrows upon Vrishasena and the other assembled 
warriors around him. The son of the Wind-god then, addressing Pbalgtina, 
suid. — Behold, Nakula here is being afflicted ! The son of Kama is 
resisting ourselves 1 Proceed, therefore, against Kama's son ! — Hearing 
these words, the diadem decked (Arjuna) approached the car of his brother 
Vrikodara. Beholding that hero arrived near, Nakula addressed him, say* 
ing,— Du thou speedily slay this one !— Thus addrewed in that battle by 
his brother Nakula standing before him, the diadem decked Arjunn, that, 
formidable hero, precipitately caused his ape-b.\nnercd vehicle, guided by 
Kcs&va himself, to be driven towards VrbtatttUL’ w 
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SECTION LXXXV. 

•'Sanjaya said,— 'Learning that Nakula had been deprived of his car, 
afflicted with arrow* and mangled with the weapons of Kama's pm, and 
lutd his shafts, bow, and sword cut off, these eleven formidable niisteit 
of all foes, viz, the five heroic sons of Drupada, the grandson of Sini 
forming the sixth, and the five sons of Draupadi, quickly proceeded on 
their 1ond**ounding curs drawn by bounding steeds, with banners waving 
in the air, and guided by accomplished drivers. Those well-armed warriors 
began u> destroy thy elephants and cars and men and steeds with shafts 
that resembled formidable snakes. Then Hridika's am and Krijxi and 
Drona's son and Duryoiluna and Sikunfc »n and Vr lu and ICratba 
and Devaviidha, — these foremost of Kuurava car -warriors, —speedily |*oCeeded 
against them, armed with their bows and mounted upon their cars of rattle 
deep as the roar of elephants or the clouds. These Kaurava warriors, as* ailing 
those foremost of men and first ol car -warrior?, viz., tlkise eleven heroes 
(of the Pandava army), O kiog, with five mightiest of shafts, checked their 
progress. At this, the KuhniLu, riding upon their elephants of irajictuous 
speed that looked like mountain summit* and that were of the line of 
newly-risen clouds, advanced against those Kaurava heroes, Well-cquipt, 
and covered with gold, those infuriate elephants, born in Himalayan regions 
and ridden by accomplished warriors longing fur Lailtj, looked resplendent 
like clouds ilk the welkin, charged with lightning. The prince of the 
Kulindas then vigorously assailed Kripa and his driver and steeds, with 
ten shafts made wholly of lion. Struck (in return) with the shall* of Sarudwal's 
sun, the prince fell down with his elephant on the ground. The younger 
brother of that prince then, assailing Krijxa's car with a number of lancet 
made wholly of iron and all bright as the lays of tho Sun, uttered loud ruais. 
The ruler of the Gandliaras, however, cut off the head of that warrior 
while still uttering thoMS roars. Upon the fall of those Kulindas, those 
might) car-waniors uf tbjr army, filled with joy, blew their sea-born 
conchs, anJ, armed with bows, rushed against their enemies. The battle 
then that once more took place between the Kurus on the one side and 
the Pandas and the Svinjayas on the other, with arrows and scimitars 
and darts and swords and maces and battle-axes, became fierce and awful 
and exceedingly destructive of men and steeds and elephants. Car warriors 
and steeds and elephants and foot, striking one another, fell down on 
the ground, making the field of battle look like the welkin when congregated 
masses of clouds charged with lightning and producing iocesunt poals of 
thunder arc assailed by fierce winds from all sides. Then the chief of the 
Bbujas struck the huge elephants, the car-warriors, the innumerable foot, 
and the horse under SaUnika. Struck with Kritavarma's shafts, these soon 
fell down on the ground. About this time, struck wi.b AswaUha man’s 
shafts, three huge elephants cqaipt with all kinds of weapons ridden by 
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accomplished warriors, and adorned with lofty standards, (el! down lifeless 
on the ground like gigantic cliff* riven by thunder. Then the third brother 
of the Kufinda chief assailed thy sun Duryodhan.i with some excellent 
■hafts in the centre of tlwj chest. Thy son, however, pierced him as also 
his elephant with many whetted shafts. That pcinco of elephants then, 
with the prince on his bads, fell down, with streams of blood issuing from 
every part of his body, like a mountain of red cludk in the season of rains, 
with red streams running aduwn its breast, tumbling down when riven 
by the thunder of Sachi's lord. The Kulinda prince, however, having 
tored himself in time, rode another elephant. Urged by the prince, that 
animal assailed Kralba with liis driver and steeds and car. Pierced, 
however, with Kialli&’s shafts, that elephant, with its rider, fell 

down like a thunder-riven h»I1. Tlw ruler of the Kralhas, that invincible 
car-warrior, however, struck with shafts by the prince born on the 
mountains from the back of another elephant, fell down with his steeds, 
driver, bow, and tundard, like a mighty tree uprooted by the tempest. 
Then Vrika deeply pierced with a doxen shafts Uut prince having 
his abode on the Hiinavat an he stocxl on his elephant. The huge l>eiist 
quickly crushed with his four legs (the Kauravi warrior) Vrika with bin 
steeds and car. That [wince of elephant* then, with its rider, deeply 
pierced by the son of Vubhru, advanced impetuously against the Utter. 
Vabhru's son, however, that prince of the Mugadluts, afflicted with arrows 
by Soliadcva's son, fell down. The prince of the Knlindai then, with 
that elephant of bis which was cajxtble of slaying the foremost of 
warriors with its tusks and body, rushed ijoiMluously towards Sukuni for 
slaying him The mountaineer succeeded in afflict in£ Sakuni greatly. Soon, 
however, the chief of the Oandharas cut off his head. About this timo 
huge elephants and steeds and car-warrior* and Urge hands of foot, struck 
by Sttanika, fell down on the Earth, paralysed and crushed like snakes 
beat by the tempest caused by Ganrda's wings. Then a KulincU warrior 
(on the Kaurava side), smiling the while, pierced Sitanika, the son of 
Nakula, with many whetted arrows. NakuhTs son, however, with a raxot- 
headed arrow, ait off from bis antagonist's trunk his head resembling 
a lotus. Then Kama's son pierced SaUnika with three arrows, made 
wholly of iron and Arjnna also with as many. And he pierced Bhima 
with three arrows and Nakula with seven, and Jaiunldana with a 
duxcn. Beholding Uut feat of VrUhasena, that achiever of superhuman 
feats, the Kauravas become filled with )oy and applauded him greatly. 
They, however. that were conversant with Dhanajxya's iwowexs, regarded 
V risiusena as a bbatiun already poured on the fire. The diadem -decked 
Arjuna then, tliat slayer of hostile Woes, seeing Maori's son Nakula, that 
foremost of men, deprived of bis steeds in the midst of all, and beholding 
Janarddana mangled with arrows, rushed in that battle against Vri*basena 
who wn.n then staying in front of the Suia’s son (Kama). Like 
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Narauchi rushing against India, Kama's son, that great car-warrior, also 
rushed, in Uat battle, against that fierce and foremost of men, via., 
Arjuna, th.it warrior possessing thousands of arrows, as the latter advanced 
towards him. Unsupported by any one, the higb-souled son of Kama, 
quickly piercing Partha with a shaft in that battle, ut ered a loud shout, 
like Narauchi in days of old after having pierced Indra. Once more 
Vrishascna pierced Part ha in the left arm-pit with many formidable shafts. 
Piercing Krishna ne*t with nine arrows, ho struck Partba again with ten 
shafts. The white-steeded Arjuni, luring before been ]iierced by Vrishaseiu 
with those formidable arrows, became slightly enraged and set fits heart 
on the slaughter of Kama's son. The high sou led and diadem-dcckcd 
Arjuna then, his brow furrowed from wrath with three lines, quickly sped from 
the van of battle u number of shafts for the destruction of VruhaBcna in that 
encounter. With eyes red in wrath, that heru capable of slaying Yam* 
himself if the Utter fought with him, then lauglied terribly and said unto 
Kama and all the other Kaurava heroes headed by Puryodbana and Drona's 
inn, these words Today, O Kama, in thy very sight in this hattlc, I will 
despatch the fierce Vrishaacna unto Yuba's abode with uiy keen arrows 1 
People say that all of you, united together, slew ray son, endued with great 
activity, in my absence, and while he was alone and unsupported on his 
car ! I, however, will slay thy son in the very sight of ye all ! Let all 
the Kauruva car-warriors protect him ! I will slay the fierce Vrislusena 1 
After that, I will slay thee, O fool, even I, via , Arjuna, in the midst of 
battle ! Today I will, in battle, slay thee that art the root of this quarrel 
and that bast became so proud in coosuqacncts of Duryodhana’s putronge I 
Putting forth my strength, I will certainly slay thee in this battle, and 
Bhiousena will slay tills Duryodliana, this wretch among men, through 
whose evil policy this quarrel bom of dice hath arisen 1 — Having said 
these words, Arjuna rubbed the string of bis bow and took aim at 
Vrishaaena in that battle, and aped, O king, a number of shafts for the 
slaughter of Kama's son. The diadem decked Arjuna then, fearlessly and 
with great force, pierced Vrishavena with ten shafts in all hi* vital limbs. 
With four fierce raeor-headed arr jws he cut off Vrishascna'i bow and two 
arras and head. Struck with P.irtha’s sbalb, the eon of Kama, deprived 
of arms and head, fell down on the Earth from bis car, like a gigantic 
Siit adorned with (lowers falling down from a mountain summit. Heboid* 
ing his 9on thus struck with arrow* and fall down from his vehicle, the 
Suta's son Kama, endued with great activity and scorched with grief on 
account of the death of his sjo, quickly proceeded on his car, inspired 
with wrath, against the car of the diadem -decked Parttaa. Indeed, behold- 
ing his son slain in hb sight by the whito-steeded Aijuna in battle, the high- 
souled Kiroa, filled with great wrath, rushed against Krishna and Arjuna.' 

• In numbering the verges of this section, I have followed neither the 
Bengal not the Bombay edition, although in the Bombay edition there are 
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SECTION LXXXVI. 

4 Sanjaya aaid, — ‘Beholding the gigaotic and roaring Kirna, incapable 
of being resisted by the very gods, advancing like the surging sea, that 
ball among men, viz , he of D&sarhs’s race, addressee! Arjun*, saying,— 
That car-warrior having white steeds and owning Salya for his driver 
cometh hither with whom thou art to contend in battle ! Therefore, O 
DUananjaya, summon all thy coolness 1 Behold then, O son of Pandu, 
the well-cquipt car of Kama ! White steeds axe yoked unto it and Rad ha’s 
eon binuelf is the warrior that stands upon it I Teeming with banners 
and decked with rows of belli, it looks libs a celestial car borne along 
the welkin by steeds white in hue. Behold also the standard of the high* 
souled Kama, bearing the device of the elephant’s rope, and looking like 
the bow of Indra himself Oiat divides the firmament by a clear line. 
Behold Kama as In* advanceth from desire of doing what is agreeable to 
DhriUrashtra's son, shooting showers of shafts like the clouds pouring torrents 
of rain ! There the myal chief of the Madras, stationed on the fore-part 
of the car, guideth the steeds of Kadha's son of immeasurable energy I 
Hear the peal of their drums and the fierce blare of their concbs I Hear, 
O son of Pandu, the diverse lean me roars coming from every side ! Hear 
the terrible twang, silencing all other loud sounds, of the bow (Pi/sy<i) 
stretched by Kama of immeasurable energy I There, the mighty car-war- 
riors among the Panchalas, with their followers, are breaking like a herd 
of deer in the great forest at the sight of an angry lion ! It belvovclh 
Otce, O son of Kunti, to slay the SuU's sun with every care ! No other 
person save thee can venture to bear the shafts of Kama ! It is well 
known to roe that thou art competent to vanquish in battle the threo worlds 
with all their mobile and immobile creatures including the very gods and 
the Ga'iJ.hamis I What need be said about battling with that puissant 
one, when people arc incapable of even gating at him, vi* , the fierce and 
terrible Isana, ilut great god, the thrcc-eycd Satva, oilier wise called Ku^tnid- 
in ? Thou, however, badst, by battle, gratified that god of gods himself, 
that Siva who is the source of bliss unto all creatures, that deity called 
StAamt ! The other deities also have all given thee boons ! Through 
the grace, O Partita, of lliat god of gods, that deity armed with trident, 
sUy Kama, O mighty-armed one, like Indra slaying the Asura Namuchi 3 
Let prosperity be ever to thee, O Partlia, and do thou obtain victory in 
battle r— 

11 ‘Arjuna said,— My victory, O Krishna, is certain ! There is no doubt 
in tli is, since thou, O slayer of Madhu, that ait live master of all the 
worlds, art gratified with rac I Urge the stceda, O Hrishtkcsa, and my 



in all 3 ., verses in this section as shown above. Almost all the Bengal 
texia, so far as this section ia concerned, appear tu be faulty— T. 
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car, O great car-warrior * Today Phalguna will not return from battle without 
slaying Kama ! Ifehotd Kama slam today and cut into piece* with my shafts f 
Or, O Govinda, tbuu wilt today behold me aUin with ( Kama's ) arrows 1 
That terrible battle, capable of stupefying the thiee worlds, is at hnnd 1 As 
long as the Earth will last, people will speak of it ! — Saying these 
words unto Krishna who is never tired with exertion, Panha quickly 
proceeded on his car against Kama like an elephant against a rival elephant. 
Once more Partfu of great energy said unto Krishna, that chastiser of 
foes, these wards, vix., — Urge the Meeds, O flrishikcsa, for time passelh 1 
—Thus addressed by the high-soulcd son of Pandu, Kcsava wished him 
victory and urged those steeds fleet as thought. Then that car of Far.du's 
ion, possessed of great S|»ccd, soon readied the front of Kama's car.* 



SECTION LXXXVII. 

"Sanjaya said. — 'Beholding Vrishascna slain. Kama, filled with grief and 
rage, shed tears from bis eyes for the death of hi* son. Endued with 
great energy, with eyes red as cupper frutn rage, Kama proceeded in the 
lace of his foe, having summoned Dhanan|iya to battle. Then those two 
cars, both pnssefecd of solar effulgence and covered with tiger skins, when 
they came together, looked like two Suns close to each other. Both 
having white stetds and both rruihers of foes, those two great bowmen, 
those two warriors (assessed of solar c ITulgfinc*, looked resplendent like the 
Sun and the Moon in the firmament Ik-holding those two warriors that 
resembled Indra and Virochana'j son (Vali) carefully preparing fur battle 
for the conquest of the three worlds, all creatures were filled with wonder. 
Seeing those two warriors rushing towards each other with the clatter of 
car-wheels, the twang of bows, the sound of palms, the whixa of arrows, 
and leonine shouts, and seeing also their standards, vix., that of Kama 
bearing the elephant's rope and that of Partha bearing the ape, 
approach each oilier, all the lords of Earth became filled with wonder. 
Seeing those two car warriors engaged with cacb other, O Bharata, all the 
kings uttered leonine shouts and cheered them repeatedly with applause. 
Beholding that single combat latwoen Partha and Kama, thousands of 
combatants there sU|>pcd their arm-pits and waved their garments on 
the air. The Kauravas heat their musical instruments and blew their 
numerous conchs for gladdening Kama. Similarly, all the Pandavas, for 
gladdening Dbananjsya, caused every point of the compass to resound 
with the blasts of their trumpets and conchs. With those leonine 
shouts and daps on armpits and other loud cries and rears of brave 
warrior?, tremendous became the noise there on the occasion of that 
encounter between Kama and Arjuna. People bebeld those two tigers among 
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men, those two foremost of car-warriors, stationed on their cars, each armed 
with his formidable bow, each «;uipt with arrows and darts, and each 
owning a lofty standard. Both were clad in mail, both had scimitars tied 
to their belts, both had white steeds, and both were adorned with excellent 
concha One had Krishna for driver on his car, and the other had Salya. 
Both of them were great car-warriors and both looked alike. Both possessed 
of loonioe necks and long arms, the eyes of both were red, and both were 
adorned with garlands of gold. Both were armed with bows that seemed 
to flash like lightning, and both were adorned with wealth of weapons, 
Both had yak-tails for being fanned therewith, and both were decked with 
white umbrellas held over them. Both had excellent quivers and both look* 
ed exceedingly handsome, The lirnhs of both were smeared with red sandal- 
paste and both looked like infuriate bulls. Both were broad necked like 
the lion, both mere broad-clteslcd, and both endued with great strength. 
Challenging each other, O king, each desired to sUy live other. And ihcy 
rushed again** each other like two mighty bulls in a cowpun. They were 
like a couple of infuriate elephants or of angTy mountain s or of infant snakes 
of Tirulcnt poison or of all destroying Yauias, Kn raged with each other 
like Indra and Vfitrt, they looked like the Sun and the Moon in splendour. 
rdleJ with wrath, they resembled two mighty planets risen (or the 
destruction of the world at the end of the Hu# i. Both of them born of 
celestial fathers, and both resembling god* in beauty, they were of godlike 
energy. Indeed, they looked like the Sun and the Moon come of their 
owu accord on the Aeld of battle. Both of them endued iritis great might, 
both filled with pride in battle, they were armed with diverse weapons. 
Beholding thoae two tigers among men, those two heroes endued with 
tho impetuosity of tigers thy troops, O monarch, were filled with great Joy. 
Seeing those two tigers among men, via., Kama and Ukaiujaya, engaged 
in battle, a doubt entered the Iveart* of all a* to which of them would be 
victorious. Both armed with superior weapons, and both well practised in 
battle, both made the welkin resound with tho daps on their arm-pits. 
Both possessed of great celebrity m consequence of prowess and might, 
they resembled the Asaru Samvara and the chief of the celestials in respect 
of their skill in battle. Both eqaal to Kartaviryya or Dasaratlu's son in 
battle, both resembled Vishnu himself in energy or Rhava himself in fight. 
Both had white steeds, 0 king, and both were borne on foremost of cars. 
Both of them, again, bad foremost of drivers in that great battle. Behold- 
ing, O monarch, those two great car-warriors looking resplendent on their 
cars, the band* of Sidi.hu ; and Charanai that came there became filled 
with wonder. The Dharturashtras then, O hull of Bharata’s race, with their 
troops, encompassed the high-soulcd Kama, mat ornament of battle, without 
losing any time. Similarly the Pandavas beaded by Dhrishttdymnita, filled 
with joy, encompassed that bigh-souled Partha who was unrivaJLd in battle. 
Kama became tho stake, O monarch, of thy army in tlwu battle, while 
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Partlu became the stake of llie Panda vos. 'Hie soldiers of both sides were 
as members of that assembly and bee ime the. spectators of that "ante. 
Indeed, a* regards the parties engaged in that game of battle, either victory 
or defeat was certain. Those two then, vi/., Kama and Arjuna, for victory 
or the reverse, began the match between ourselves and the Pandavas both 
standing on the field of battle. Skilled in figtht, the two l*mes, O 
monarch, in that encounter, became highly enraged with each other and 
wished to slay each other. Desiring to take each other'* life, like Indru 

and Vritra, O lord, they faced each other like two mighty comets of 

terrible form. Then in the sky, differences and disputes, accompanied 

with reviling*, arose among the creatures there, 0 bull of Bharata'a race, 

on llie subject of Kama and Arjunn. All the inhabitants of the world, 
O sire, were heard to differ amongst themselves. The god*, the Danarat, 
the Gand.harvat, the Pisitfhxti, tbo Snakes, tlx? Rakth* r,if t adopted oppo- 
site sides in that encounter between Kama and Arjuna. The welkin, O 
monarch, with all the stars, became anxious on Kama's account, white the 
wide Earth became so on Parties account, like the mother for her son. 
Tho rivers, the seas, tho mountains, O best nf men, the trees, the decidu- 
ous plants and herbs, t<x>k the tide of the diadem -docked Arjuna. The 
Asvmt, Yiifv4A4tn<*s l the Guhyahas, O scorcher of foe*, and ravens and otlxir 
rangers of the sky, sided Kama. Alt the gems and precious jewels, the 
four Vtdai with the histories as the fifth, the UfiawdaS, the Ufa$tilhadt % 
with all their mysteries, and the compilations, and Vasuki, and Chitrasena, 
and Takshaka, and Uptfaksluka, and all the mountains, and all the off- 
spring of Kadru with their children, all Use great snakes endued with poison, 
and the A hgas, took the side of Arjuna. Ainwat* and his children, the 
offspring of Surabhi tlx; offspring of Vaisali, and the these sided 

Arjuna. Tho smaller snakes all sided Kama. Wolves and wild stags 
and all kinds of auspicious animals and birds were, O king, for victory to 
Partha. The Vaius, the Afuwfs, the Saddhyas, the AWwr, the Vtsmiew 
and the Atwins, and Agni and Indra and Socna and Pavana, and the ten points 
of the compass, became the partisan* of Dhananjaya, while all the A dir/, if 
sided Kama. The Vaisyas, the Sudras, tlx* Suias, and those caster that 
were of a mixed orgin, all, O king, adopted the side of Radha’s son. The 
celestials, however, with die PS/ris, anil with all Out were umnbered with 
them as also with their followers, and Yama and Vatuavana and Vanina were 
on the side of Arjuna. The Krahmanas, the Kshaalnvas, the sacrifices, and 
those gifts called Dakthina^ were for Arjuna. The Prtlat> ami IHwhat, nuny 
carnivorous animals and birds, the JlakiJus<u with all the monsters of the 
sea, die dugs, and the Jackals were for Kami. The diverse tribes of 
celestial and regenerate and royal Pithis were foe the son of Pandu. The 
Gandkarvs headed by Tumvuru, O king, were on the side of Arjuna. 
With the offspring of Pra&k a and J/jsw, the several classes df Gaadhatvas 
and Afinrat, and many wise sages, having foe their vehicles wolves and 
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atui;s and eleph.uils and steeds and cars and fuut and duuds and tlio 
wind, came there fnr witnessing the encounter between K.irru and Arjiini. 
The nods the Dan.-w.it, ilk: Gandknntnt. live Nazai* tli« Yakshai, the 

birds, live great Rishis vented in the Vt&ts, tbs Hint that subsist upon 
the gifts called SwadAa, and asceticism utd Uui sciences, and the (celestial) 
herbs with divercc virtues came, O im march, and Hole up ilieir stations 
in the welkin, making a great noise. I trail man, with lius regt* iterate Rilkif 
and the Lords of creatures and Khava himself on his car, cimc to that 
part ci f. the welkin. Beholding those two high-tooled nnttf, vie, Kama 
and Dhananjaya, about to encounter each oth r, S*kn himself said,— l*el 
Arjnna vanquish Kami • — Surya, however, said, — Let Kama vanquish 
Arjufia I Indeed, let my son Kami, slaying Arjuna, gain tlw victory in 
this battle !— I *et my km, Maying Kama, win tltc victory I —Even thus 
did Surya and Vasava those two foremost of personages, who were there and 
had adopted opposite sides, disputed with each other. beholding those 
tw> highiouled ones, viz, Kama and Pharianjaya. about to engage in 
battle, the god* am! thr Asuns .ub»ptrd oppisite 'idee. The three wotfidt 
with the Celestial Riihis and nil ihe i nds ami nil oil er creatures, trembled Rt 
the sight. Thu god* wet* u«t the side of Partita, while the A turns were 
on that of Kama. Thus all creatures were intcrcitcd in that encounter, 
siding this or dial leader of car-warriors, r. the Kuru or the Pandava 
hero. Reholding the Self-horn Lord of Creation (viz., Brahman), the gods 
urged him, **ying,-*-I>5b O yod, the Miccesa i»C these two lions among men 
lie equal I L:t not the vast universe lie destroyed in consequence of ibis 
encounter between K una and AiJuUa! O ShdPv.cn one, say hut tin: word B 
l»«t the sure 3* of lli' tsi !»c equal ’—Hearing these w.rds, Maglmvat, 
bowing down unto t :• .* Grand*. r$, represvn- vd th»* unto ihtlg'.id «»f yds, 
that forCMi'rtt ono of all intelligent beings s tying, — Formerly it wan siid 
by thy holy v lf that i ic two Krishna* iru always sure to win victory I 

Let it be (now) is thou Imht then said! He gratified with me, O holy 

one I At this, Brahman and Isuu replied unto toe chief of the celestials, 
saying, — The victory of tint high -sou led V*j aya is certain, i. <•., uf that 
Savyasar.liin who gratified the cater of Mcriftnal libation* in the furcsl of 
Kluridava and who, coming to heaven, rendered assistance to thee, O 
Sdkra I Kama is on the vide of the DaniitsiU. It •* proper, therefore, that he 
should meet with def ■ it ! By tl.b, without donht, tlie purpose* of the gods wi 1 ! 
he achieved! One’s own business, O chief ol the celestials, should 
always In? impoctant 1 The hiji snulcd PUaJgunii, again, is devoted lo truth 
and to muf.il ity I Ho must always In; victorious, will unit d* hi lit He by 

whom the lugh-souled und Indy god having the bull on his slandatd WAS 

gratified, why should not lie, O th m of a hundred eyes, be Victorious, he, 
that is, who hath for the driver til his car pliat l>ird of the utiivefW. viz., 
Vishnu him-utl ? Possessed of great energy ol* mind and great strength, 
Panlu is a hero, accomplished in arm* and ]eitducd with ascetic merit, 

y 
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Possessed also o f greai energy of body, he bexreth the entire science of 
weapon*. Indeed, Partlia hath every accomplishment. He ought to be 
victonou?, since that would accomplish the purposes cf the gods. In 
cunsequeoce of his greulntrcs, Partita transgresses destiny itself, whether 
favorable or unfavorable ; and when he doe* so, « great destruction of 
creatures takes j>lace. When the two Kris I mas are excited with wrath, 
they show regard fur nothing. These two bulls among being* are the 
Creators of all real and unreal thing*. These two arc Nara and Narayana, 
the two ancient and best of JNlMf. There is none to rule over them. 
They are rulers over all. Perfectly fearless, they are scorchers of all foes 1 In 
heaven or am »ng human being*, there is none equal to either of them. The 
three worlds with the celcxtuJ RiMi and the Char anal are behind theso 
two.* All like gods and all creatures walk behind them. The entire universe 
exists in consequence of the power of these two. Let Kama, that bull 
among men, obtain the e foremost regions of bliss hcic ! Let him 
obtain identity with the Vaius ci the Maruti 1 f-et him, with Drona 
and Bhishrru, be worshipped in heaven, for Vikartana’s son if brave and 
>* a hern. Let the victory, however, belong to the two Kri&hnas ! — After 
those two foremost one* among the gods (vie, Brahman and Isana), had 
said so, the deity uf a thousand eyes, worshipping those words of Brahman 
and Isana and saluting all creature* himself said,— Ye have heard what has 
heen said by the two gods for the benefit of the univerw ! It will be even so 
and not otherwise. Stay yc then, with cheerful hearts 1 Hearing these words 
of Indra, all creatures, O sire, became filled with wonder and applauded, O 
king, that deity. The «'«le*iial* tlien showered uvene kinds of flagrant 
flowers and blew Uicir trumpets. Indeed, the gods, the Dana Pits and liver 
Gandharfai .ill waited tliere for witnessing that matrhle s single combat 
between those two lions among men. The two cars, () king, u|K>n which Kama 
and Arjuna were stationed, had while steeds yoked unto them both. And both 
bad excellent standards and both produced a loud rattle. Many foremost 
of heroes, approaching the brave Vaaudcvm and Arjuna as also Salya and 
Kama, began each to blow his Cnnch. The battle then ociinntcnrcd (between 
the two warrior* y, inspiring all timid persons with fear. Fiercely they 
challenged each other like Sakra and Samvara. The standards of the 
two heroes, perfectly bright, hx>krd exceedingly beautiful on their cars, like 
the planets Rahu and Kttu men in the hrmament at the time of like 
universal dissolution. The elephant's rope on Kama’s banner, looking like 
a snake of virulent poison and made of jewels and gems and exceedingly 
strong and resembling the bow of Indra, looked resplendent (as it waved 
in the air). That foremost of apes, again, belonging to Part ha, with jaws 
wide open ami terrible, and difficult of being gazed at like the Sun him* 
self, inspired fear by hi* formidable teeth. The impetuous Ape on the 

* Literally, "walk behind these two.”— T. 




KARNA I ARVA 



M3 



standard of tho wicldcr of Gnutova, becoming desirous uf buttle, rushed 
from his station and fell upon Kuna's standard Endued with ureal 
impetuosity, ihe Ape, darting forward, struck the elephant's rope with liis 
nails and teeth, like Gaiuda falling upon a snake. Decked with rows uf 
little bells hard as iron, and resembling the fatal noose (in the hands 
of Yama or Varuna), the elephant's rope, filled with wrath, closed with 
the AfH*. Thus in that fierce single combat between those rwo heroes, 
which was the result nf what had been settled at the time of the match 
at dice, their standards Int battled with each other. Meanwhile the steed* 
of the one neighed at die steeds of the other. The lotuseyed Kcsava 
pierced Salya with his keen glance*. Tne latter also cast similar glances 
at the former Vasudcva, however, vanquished Salya with those glances 
of his, while Dhananjay* the son of Kunti vanquished Karna with his 
glances. Then the Suta's son, smilingly addressing Salya, said,— If Partita 
by any means slays me in battle to-day, tell mo truly, O friend, what 
thou wilt do after that ! — Salya answered, saying,— If tlxw art slair, I 
myself will slay both Krishna and 1) iana.ij.iya ! — On* e mors the micro! 
the M trims «aid, — If, O Karna, thr* w!iite-st»i-*l'il Arjiina days the; in 
hattle today, I myself, un a single car, will slay both Madhavi and 
Phalguna 1 

"San jay* continued,— 'Arjuna also asked Govinda a similar question. 
Krishna, however, smiling, said unto Panha these words of grave import 
The Sun himself may fall down from hi* place, the £*rth herself may 
split into a thousand fragments ; fire itself may become raid. Still Karna 
will not be able to slay thee, O Dlunanjaya 1 If, however, any such 
occurrence takes place, know then that the destruction uf the universe 
will be at hand ! A* regards myself, I will, using my hare arms *l*y 
both Karna and Salya in battle 1 — Hearing those words of Krishna, die 
ape-bannered Arjuna, smiling* replied unto Krishna who was never fatigued 
with exertiou, saying,— Salya and Kama, united together, are not a match 
for myself alone, O Jaiurddana ! Thou shall to-day, O Krishna, behold 
Karua with his standard anil banners, with Salya and his car and steeds, 
with his umbrella and armour and darts and shafts and bow, cut into 
pieces with my shafts in battle I Thao shah to-day behold him with his 
car and steeds and darts and armour and weapons, reduced to dust like 
a tree in the forest crushed by a tusker 1 To-day the widowhood uf the 
wive* of Rad ha's son is at hand ! Verily, they must have in their (Iasi 
night's) dreams seen signs of approaching evil, O Madhava ! Verily, thou 
shalt to-day see the wives of Kama become widows I I cannot restrain 
my wrath at what was dune before now by this fool of little foresight 
when he beheld Krishna dragged lu the assembly and when laughing 
at us he abused us repeatedly in vile words ! To-day, O Govinda, thou 
shalt behold Karna crushed by me like a tree with its load uf flowers 
crushed by an infuriate elephant. To-day, O slayer of Madhu, thou shaJt, 
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after Kami's full, ln*ir lV>sc sweet word*, vijf — By good luck, O thou of 
yriihni'l race, vit/ory hath hren thiif ! — Thou shall today comfort the 
mother of Abhiinanyu with a lighter heart for having paid thy debt to 
the foe! Tit-dtjr tli*m slide, filled with |ojr r comfort thy paternal aunt 
Kunti. Today thou shale, O Madhava, comfort Krishna of tearful face 
and king Yudhithlhir.i the just* with words sweet as nectar' M 



SECTION I. \ XVI II. 

"San jay i said, — 'Mrao while the welkin, filled with gods and Nagas 
and Alums a'ld StdJhaS and Vtiksh iS and wall large hands of Gnudhinvis arid 
fta-Sshiuar, and A to nr f and regenerate A'hhis and royal sages and birds of ex* 
cellent feathers,* assumed a wnnderful aspect. All human beings assembled 
there beheld those (wings of wonderful aspect staying in the sky, und the sky 
iliclf refunded with the voice of musical inutru nents and sung and adulatory 
hymns and laughter and dunce, and divert* oilier kinds of charming sounds. 
Then the Kauruva and the Pandas a warriors, filled with joy, and Causing 
the ISorth and ihd ton pjfciU of the comjuv- tu lesound wi'.h the voice 
of musical instruments, the blare id conch#, and leonine r*>ars and the 
din of battle, began to slaughter each other's foes. Teeming with men 
and steeds and elephants and cart hihJ weapons, unbearable to combatants 
in consequence of the falling of maess and swords and darts and rapier*, 
abound i na with heroes, and crowded with lifeless txMitea, the field of 
battle, crimsoned with gore, looked cxctfdin ty resplendent. Indeed, the 
battle between the Kurus and Urn Paiidaea- then rcMsmlocd that in days 
of yocc between the gods and the Atoms After dial fierce and awful 
battle had commenced lictwwn Dliaiunjiy* and Adhiratha's son, each 
of those two heroes, clad in excellent mail, shrouded the ten points of 
the compos* and the host opposed to him with keen and straight arrows. 
A darkness having been aui«ed there with th* arrows shot on that occasion, 
neither thy warriors nor the enemy could any lunger see anything, From 
fear all the warriors there sought the protection of either Kama or Arjuna 
like ray* of light spread out in the welkin • on verging towards, either Use 
Sun or the Moon. The two heroes then, each baffling with his own tlic 
other's weapons like the cost and the west winds encountering each other, 
looked exceedingly resplendent Iik<s the Sun and the Moon risen after 
dispelling the darkness canted by the clouds and covering the welkin, 
liach having encouraged bin troops, saying .— Do not fly away I— the enemy 
and thy warriors ttood their ground, encircling those two mighty car- 
warriors like (lie gods and the AsureJ standing around Vasava and Sam vara. 
The two armies then greeted those twv> licst of men with the sounds of 

* Garuda and bis progeny.— T. 
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drum* and uiber in^UumwUi and with Icuninj iu.ifs, it wliifh those 
two bulls among men looked beautiful like the Sun and the Muon 
greeted by ruariug clouds gathered around. # lUch Armed with a formidable 
buw drawn to a complete circle and looking like a (sot .r or lunar) oorona, 
tliofc two heroes of great splendour, shooting in that battle thousands ol arrows 
that constituted then rays, resembled two unbearable Suns risen at the end of 
the ]fuga for burning the entire universe with its mobile and immobile crea- 
tures. Both invincible, both capable oi exterminating foe#, each desirous of 
hlaying the other, and each displaying his skill upon the other, those two war- 
liurs, vii., Kama and the son of Paodu, c'o&cd fearlessly with etch other 
in llxjst dreadful battle, liku,|ludra and the Atura Jamb ha. Invoking ibe 
mightiest of weapons then, those two formidable bowmen began, with 
their terrible shafts, to slay innumerable men and steed? and elephants 
as ahu to strike each other, O kuig 1 Afilicted once more by those two 
foremost of men, the troops of both the Kurus and the Bandar**, consist- 
ing of elephants and loot and burse and car-warriors, tied uwav uu all 
sides like other animals in the forest when assailed by lliu lion. Then 
Duryodbana, and the cbict ol the Ulioja,, and Suvala's son, and Kripa, 
and tic son of S%iadwat’» d*'Jghlu,— th-*u five gxca car-w uriors, — i-sailcd 
Ohaouijjaysw ^nd Kusava with shall* capable ol |woduung gieal |kiiil 
Dhananjaya, however, with his bjuhs cut of at tbu tame time the bjws, 
tlie qu.vcrs, the steeds, the elephants, and the cats with their drivers, of 
those wan iocs, and mangling every one ol them with excellent sbalu, pierc- 
ed the Suia's son with a dozen arrows. Then a hundred cari^ a hundred 
elephants, and a number of Sitka and Tukhara and Yavana horsemen, 
accompanied by some ol the foremost combatant* among the Kamvojas, 
rpiickly rushed against Arjuna from desire ol slaying him. Speedily culling 
off with the shifts aud raxur-lieaded arrow* in his hands the excellent wea- 
pons ol lus foes os also their bead*, aud steeds, and elephant., and cars, 
Dhananjaya felled liis contending enemies on the field. Then in the welkin 
blasts ol celestial trumpets were blown by the excellent god*. These were 
mingled with the praises of Arjuna. Blown by gentle breezes, excellent floral 
showers, fragrant and auspicious, fell (upon Arjuna'* head). Beholding 
that incident, which was witnessed by gods and men, all creatures, O king, 
were filled with wonder. | Only thy sun and ilk* Suu’a *m who were 
l>oth of the same opinion, felt neither pa.n nor wonder. Then Drona’s 
son, catching hold of Duryudhana's hand,; anti adopting a vouching tone, 

# The secuud line ol 9 and the first of 10, a? read in the Bengal 
texts, are incorrect and unmeaning. I adopt the Bombay readings.— T. 

t In the first line ot 19, for nifHu &c. ( the Bengal texts icioofiectly 
read n n fxtu &c. — T. 

J As the touching of bands was not the custom then, l am inclined tu 
think that Karam Kartna uieaiis ‘squeezing his own hands/ It is 
almost a stereotyped expression for signi lying agony. AswaUltaoun was 
pained to see *J*c carnage.— T. 




MA MAR HA RATA 



* 4 * 

addressed thy son, saying— Re gratified. O Duryodhana 1 Make peace with 
tiie Pandavas ! There is iiu need for quarTel. Fie on war I The preceptor, 
convemnt with tlie mightiest of weapons and like unto Rrahm# itself, hath 
been sUin ! Other bulls among men, Loaded by Bhishuu, liave alio t>een 
slain ! As regards myself, I am unpayable, as also my maternal uncle. Rule 
the kingdom for ever, (sharing it) with the sons of I’andu 1 Dissuaded 
by me, Dliananjaya will abstain. Janarddana also doth not desire hostilities. 
Yudhishihira is always engaged in the good of all creatures Vrikodara is 
obedient to him. So also are the twins. Peace being made between thee 
and the Part has, all creatures will be benefited, through, as it would seem, 
thy desire ! Let the kings that arc still alive go back to their homes ! Let 
the troops abstain from hostilities ! If thou dost not listen to my words, 
O king, struck by foes in battle thou wilt have to burn with grici I Thou 
hast beheld, as well as the universe, what has been achieved by the 
single-handed Arjuna decked with diadem and garlands f The slayer of 
Villa himself could not achieve its like, nor the Destroyer, nor Prachetas, 
nor the illustrious king of the Yak that ! Dhananjaya, as regards Ins merits, 
i» even much greater than that, lie will never transgress whatever I «ay 
unto him ITe will always follow thee 1 Re thou giatifitd, O king, for the 
benefit ot the universe ! Thou always bonorest me greatly. I. too, bear a great 
friendship for thec I It is for this tbit I say so unto thee I I shall dissuade 
Kama aim, provided thou art inclined to peace ! Discerning persons say 
that there are four kinds of friends, via., those that are naturally K>, 
those that are made so by conciliation, those that become so through 
wealth, and lastly those brought under subjection by the exercise of power. 
All these elements are owned by thee with regard to the sons of Pandu. 
The Pandavas, O hero, are naturally thy friends. Obtain tliecn again as 
friends fur certain by conciliation. If upon thyself being gratified they 
agree to become friends, do thou, O king of kings, act in that way 1 — 
Those beneficial words Laving heen said unto him by his friend, Duryodhana 
reflected tor sometime. Drawing deep breaths, he then, with a cheerless 
heart, said, —It is as thou, O lriend, hast said 1 Listen, however, to the 
words that I would ?ay unto thee I The wicked-hearted Vrikodara. having slain 
Dussasana like «& tiger, spoke words that still dwell in my heart 1 Thou 
also heardst the same t llow then can there be peace ? Arjuna again 
will not bo able to bear Kama in battle, like a tempest wbuse force is 
weakened when encountering the mighty mountains of Mem. Nor will 
live sons of Pritlia Ilavm the least confidence in me, thinking ol me many 
acts of forceful hostility (done by me towards them). N it, O precep:or's 
son of unfading glory, d ith it behove thee to say unto Kama now— Abstain 
from battfe ! — Pbalguna is exceedingly tired today. Kama will toon slay 
him 1— Having with humility said these words repeatedly unto the preceptor's 
son, thy son commanded bis own troops, saying,— Armed with anows, 
Tush against and slay these foes 1 Why stand ye inactive V M 
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SECTION LXXXIX. 

‘‘Sanfaya said,— 1 "Then when the blare of conchs and the peal of drums 
became very loud, those two foremost of men, both owning white steeds, 
via. i the Suti's son Vaikartana and Arjuna, encountered each other in 
consequence, O king, of thy son’* evil policy. Those two heroes endued 
with great impetuosity, viz., Dhananjaya and Adhiratha'a sun, closed with 
each other like two infuriate Himalayan elephants, both of full-grown 
tusks, fighting with each other for the sake of a shcelephant in her season. 
Like a moss of clouds encountering another mass, or a mountain encountering 
a mountain, those two w&rriurs, both pouring showers of arrows, encoun- 
tered each o;hcr, their bow* loudly twanging the while, and the wheels 
of their cars producing a deafening clatter, and tbeir bows’rings and palms 
emitting loud sounds. Like two mountains, both endued with tall cliffs 
and abounding with trees and creepers and herbs and bath teeming with 
the diverse other denizens that arc natural to them, moving towards each other 
for an encounter, those two mighty warriors encountered each other, each 
striking the other with mighty weapons. The combat between the two heroes 
became furious like that between the chief ol the celestials and Vimrhana's 
sun in days of yore. Incapable of being endured by others and marked by 
a river whose distasteful water consisted of blood, the limbs of those two 
heroes, as also their drivers and animals, became exceedingly mangled. 
Like two Urge lakes, both teeming with lotuws of diverse kinds and fish 
and tortoises, and echoing with the voices of diverse kinds of fowl, and 
softly stirred by the wind* approaching each other, those two cars graced 
with standards approached each other. Both endued with prowess equal to 
that of die great Indra, both resembling the groat Indra himself, those two 
mighty car-warriors struck each other with shafts that resembled the great 
Indru’s thunder, like the great Indra himself and (the Aiwra) Vritriu 
Bcitli the armies consisting of cars and elephants and steeds and foot, 
all cquipl with beautiful armour and ornaments and robes and 
weapons, and those also that were in the welkin, were inspired with fear 
upon beholding that encounter of wonderful aspect between Arjuna and 
Karna. Olliers among the spectators, filled with Joy and uttering leonine 
shouts, raised their arms waving their fingers or the pieces of cloth they held, 
when Arjuna rushed against the son of Adhiratha, from desire of slaughter, 
like one infuriate elephant rushing against another. The Snmakas then 
loudly shouted to Part ha. saying, — Be quick, 0 Arjuna, go and pierce Kama 1 
Cut off his head without delay, and (wiih it) the desire of Dhritamlltra’s 
son for kingdom ! — Similarly many warn »rs of ours that were there, said 
unto Kama,— Proceed, proceed, O Kama, and slay Arjuna with keen shafts ! 
I-et the sons of Pritha once more go to the woods for ever 1— Then Kama 
first pierced Partita in that encounter, with ten mighty shafts. Arjuna 
pierced him in return with ten keen-pointed shafts* shot with great vigor, in the 
centre of the chest. Indeed, the Sola’s son and Arjuna then mangled each 
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oihor with many shaft* equip! with goodly wings. Desirous of obtaining 
advantage of each other's laikct in that dreadful encounter, with cheerful 
hearts they rushed against each other fiercely. Rubbing his two arms and 
the string also of Gamdiva^ that fierce buwrnan, viz., Arjuna, then sped 
showers of cloth yard shafts, and Afa/rAu, and arrows equipt with heads 
like boar's cars and razors, and and crescent-slui >ed arrows. 

Those arrows of Partlia, O king, spread over the welkin, penetrated 
into Kama's car like flights of birds, with licAds bent down, penetrating 
in the evening into a tree for roosting there in the night. All thofle arrows, 
however* O king, that Arjuna, that victor over all foes, with furrowed brow 
and angry glances, sped at Kama,— all those successive showers of shafts 
shot by the son nf Ptndu, — were cut off by the Suu's son with his own 
arrows. The son of Indra then sped a: Kama a fiery weapon capable of 
staying all foes. Covering the Earth and the welkin and the ten points of 
the com paw and the very course of the Sun with its effulgence, it caused 
his own body also to bias- up with light. The robes of all |he warriors 
took fire, at which they fted away. Loud sounds alto arose there like 
to «hai is heud when a forffit of bamboos in a wilderness is on fire. 
Beholding tlat fiery weapon acting on all sides the Sura's son Kama of 
great valor shot in that encounter the Vanmtt weapon for quenching it 
That conflagration then, in consequence of Kama's weapon became quench- 
ed. A large mass u( clouds quickly caused all the points of the compass 
in be envelojwd with darkness. Tftose clouds whose extremities presented 
the aspect of mountains, surrounding every side, flowed the Rarlh with 
water. That fierce conflagration, though it was such, was still quenched by 
those clouds within a If tee. The entire welkin and all* the directions, cardinal 
and subsidiary, were shroud*. d by cl -uds. Thus shrouded by clouds, ill the 
points of the compass became dark and nothing could be seen. Then 
Arjuna dispelled those clouds caused by Kama, hy means of t he Vayavftt 
weapon. After this Dhananyaya, incapable of being over-mastered by foot, 
inspired G&nJiva, its string, and his shaft*, with vuwtrat, and invoked 
into existence another weapon that was the favourite of the chief of the 
celestials and that resembled the thunder in energy and prowess. Then 
rasur-hcadcd arrow*, and Anjalikat % and crescent -shaped shafts, and Afa/j'Aa/, 
and cloth-yard shafts and those equipt with heads like the boar's ear, 
all keen and sharp, issurd from GamMva in thousands, endued with the 
force and impetuosity of the thunder. Possessed nf gieat might and great 
energy, those impetuous and keen shafts equipt with vulturine feathers 
fitercing alt the limb**, the steeds, the bow, the yoke, the wheeta, and the 
standard of Kama, quickly penetrated inro them like snakes frightened by 
Gaxuda penetrating into the Earth. Pierced all over with arrow* and bathed 
in blood, [the high-aouled)* Kama then, with eyes rolling in wrath, bend- 



4 This occur* in 77,— T. 
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ing his bow o f enduring string and producing a twang loud as the roar 
of the w», invoked into existence the Bhartata weapon. Cutting off 
Partha's showers of shafts proceeding from the mouth of that weapon of 
Indra (which Arjuna had shot), Kama, having thus ba filed his antagonist’s 
weapon with his own, destroyed cars and elephants and foot-soldiers (of 
the Pandava army). Unable to enduiv the feats of Arjuna in that fierce 
battle, the mighty car-warrior Kama did this, through the energy of the 
BhargaOa we*{>on. Pilled with wrath and possessed of great activity, the 
Suta’s eon, that foremost of men, laughing at the two Krishias, pierced 
the foremost of Panchala warrior* with well shot arrows in that battle. 
Then the Panchaiaa and the Somakas, O king, thu* afflicted by Kama 
with shower* of shaft* in that encounter, became filled with wrath and 
uniting together pierced the Butt's son with keen arrows from every side. 
Quickly cutting off those arrows with his own, the Sou's son, vigorously 
agitating them in that battle* afflicted with many shafts the can, Use 
elephants, and the steed* of the Panchalas. Their bodies pierced with 
those shafts of Kama, they fell down, deprived of life, on the Earth, 
making loud sounds, like mighty elephants 6lain by an angry linn of terrible 
strength. Having slain those foremost of warriors, those Heroes endued with 
great strength, those leaders of tho Panrhala forces who had always challenged 
him (to battle), Kama, O king, as he shut his arrows* looked beautiful like a 
mass of clouds pouring torrents of rain. Then thy warriors, thinking that 
Kama had won the victory, dapped loudly and uttered leunine roars. O chief 
of the Kurus, all of them then regarded the two Krishnas as brought by Kama 
under his power, seeing that valor, inevitable of being borne by foes, of tho 
mighty car-warrior Kama. Beholding that weapon of Dliananjaya frustrated 
by Kama in the midst of battle,’ the *ii*ry son of the Wind god, with eyes 
blaring with wrath, began to ffpieea* his hands Indeed, the wrathful Bhima, 
his anger being provoked, drew deep breaths and addressing Arjuna of true 
aim, said,— How, O Jishnn, could this wretch fallen ofT from virtue, this Suta's 
son, patting forth his might in hattle, slay so many foremost of Panchala 
warriors, in thy sight ? Before now thou could St not be conquered by the 
very gods or the Kalakeyas. Thou receivedst the touch of the arms of Sthanu 
himself 1 How, then, O diadem-decked Arjuna, could the Suta’s son pierce 
thee first with ten long sh ifts such as are used by car-warrioc* ? That the 
Suta's son should to day have succeeded in baffling the arrows shot by thee, 
seems to me to be very amazing ! Recollect the woes of Krishna, and those 
disagreeable, keen, and cutting words that this wicked soul cd and fearless 
eon of a Stita used towards us, vix.. Strait utd\ without kernel !— Recollecting 
all this, O Savyasachin, quickly slay the wretched Kama in battle to-day ! 
Why, O diadem-decked Arjuna, dost thou show such indifference (towards 
this act) ? This is not the time for showing thy indifference In 
Kama's slaughter ! That patience with which thou hadst vanquished all 
creatures and fed Agni at Khandava with that patience, slay thou the 
3 * 
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Suu's son ! I aim a ill crush him with my mace I— Then Vatudcva, 
beholding Parlha's shafts baffled hy Kama, said unto the former, — What 
is this, 0 diadem-decked Arjuna, that Kama should succeed in crushing 
thy weajx>i>s to day with his ? Why dost thou, 0 hero, lose thy wits ? 
Mark cat thou not that the Kauravas, [standing behind Kama], are even now 
shouting in joy ? Indeed, all of them know that thy weapons are being baffled 
by Kama with hix ! That patience with which, Yuga after Vuga 9 thou hast 
slain persons having the quality of darkness fur their weapon, as also terrible 
Klhairiyas, ami A suras born of pride, in m my a battle,— with that patience 
do thou slay Kama tu-day ! Pulling forth thy might, strike olT the head of 
that foe r»f thine with this Safari ana, of edge keen as a razor, that I give 
unto thee, like fcikra striking i»IT tlie held of in* foe Namuchi, with the 
thunderbolt ! Thai patience with which thou hadst gratified the illustrious 
deity M.iliadcva in lira guise ui a hunter, swiinioning tluU patience cmlCu 
again, O hero, day tlsc StlU’t sou with all bis followers ! After that, bestow 
upon kiuu Yudhishthira the Earth with her belt of seas, her towns and villages, 
and wealth, and from off wltose surface all lues will have been removed ! 
Ily that art, O Part ha, do lliou also win unrivalled fame |— Thus addres- 
sed ( by Krishna X the high-suulcd l\ut I a of exceeding might set bis heart 
upon the slaughter of the Suta’s son. Indeed, urged by Bhima and Janardilana, 
and recollecting ( his woes ), and taking an internal survey of himself, and 
calling to mind the object for which he had come to this world, he addressed 
Kesnva, saying,— ! will now invoke into existence a mighty and fierce 
weapon for the good of the world and the destruction of the Suu’s son ! Let 
me have iJiy permission, as also Brahman'* and tthava's, and of all those 
that arc conversant with Brahma ! — Having said these w; if ds unto the holy 
Kcsavu, Sivy.iMr 'ii*i of iinmeasurabl'* soul bowid tmtu Bnilitnan anil invok- 
ed into existence dial excellent and irresistible weapon called Brahma 
which could be applied by the mind alone. Baffling tbut weapon, however, 
Kama looked beautiful as hi? continued, like a cloud pouring torrents of 
ram, to shoot hr* shaft*. HcImMing that weujjon of the diadem-decked 
Arjuna baffled in the midst of battle by Kama, the wrathful and mighty 
Bh.ma, blazing up with rage, addressed Arjuna of sure aim and eaid, — People 
say that thou art a master of live high fimhmts weapon, that mighty 
means ( foT achieving the destruction of f<h*s ) ! Do thou then, O Savyasachin, 
use another «c.i[x>n uf the same kind !— Thus addressed by his brother, 
Savyasachin used a second weapon of t;ie kind. With that. Panha of abundant 
energy shrouded all tl>e points of the compass, cardinal and subsidiary, 
with arrow* sped from CamsUva that resembled fierce snake* and -ere like 
the blazing rays of tl ms Sun. Created by that bull of Bharat si's race, those 
arrows of golden win^s, in hundreds u|w>n hundreds, endued with the efful- 
gence of the Yaga fire or the Sun, in a moment shrouded the car of Karna. 
Thence aUn issued iong darts and battle-axes and disci and cloth-yard shafts 
in hundreds, al] of awful forms, at which hostile warriors all around bc^an 
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t<> be deprived of life. The head of some hostile wank*, severed from l»i> 
trunk, fell down on the field of b ulk Another, beholding his fallen comrade, 
fall down dead on the Earth, through fear. The (right) arm »•( a third, large 
and massive as the trunk of an elephant, cut iff ( hy P.u Out ), fell down with 
the sword in grasp. The left arm of a fourth, cut off with 4 rasor-hcaded 
arrow, fell down with the shield in it Even thutf, Partha, decked with diadem 
and garlands, wounded mid s’ew all the foremost warrior* of Duryodhan/s 
army with his terrible and death dealing shafts. Vajkaruna also, in the inidft 
of tlut battle, slkot thousand* of arrows These, with a loud whirr, fell up jo the 
son of Pandu like turTcnt* of rain poured (mm the clouda. Then piercing 
BhimaBena and Janarddana and the diadem -decked Arjun* of superhuman 
leut*, each with three arrows, Kama of terrible might uttered a luud awful 
roar. Struck with Kama’s shafts, the diadem docked Arjuua, beholding 
Bhima and Janarddana became unable to endure (the feats of his antagonist). 
Once more, therefore, P.irtba shot eight and ten arrows. Piercing the beauti- 
ful standard of K.irna with one of tho*r arrows, be pierced S ilya with four 
and Kama himself with three. With ten other well-shot shifts lie then 
struck the Kturavi warrior StMinpirj clad in golden mail. Thereupon that 
prince, deprived of head Add arms and steed* and driver and how and 
standard, fell down, wounded and dead, from his Cortot *t of cars, like a 
SaAt tree cut d >wn with an axe. Once more [Hereing Kama with three, 
eight, twelve, four, and leu arrows* Purtha slew four hundred elephants 
equip* with many weapons, and eight hundred car-warriors, and one thou- 
sand steeds with riders and c*ebt thousand hrare /<x>t-soldier8. And soon 
Partha made Kama with his driver and car and steads and standard invisible 
w.th straightly coursing shaft*. Then the K.turav**, thus slaughtered by 
Dhananjaya, loudly addressed Adhiraiha** son, ruling, — Shout thy arrow* 
and slay the son of Pandu f Already, he bar bt-„»ifi to exterminate like 
Kurus with his shafts !• Thus urged, Kama, with hr* best endeavours, in* 
cestanlly shot many arrows. Capable of rutting tlie very vitals those blood* 
drink in;; shafts, well sped by Kama, sh:w large n nisi hers of the Pan Java* and 
the Panchalas. Thus those two foremost of all bowmen, those two warrior* 
of great strength that were capable of bearing all foe*, those two heroes 
acquainted with weapons, struck tbc warrior* opposed to them as also 
each other, with many mighty wcaj>onv Then Yudhishthira clad in golden 
moil, his arrows having been extracted and himseif uwdc sound with mtinfrxis 
and drug* hy foremost of surgeons well disposed towards him, ouickly came 
to that spot for witnessing ( the encounter between Afjuna and Kama ). 
Tieholding king Yudhishtbira the just arrived there like the resplendent full 
Moon freed from the jaw* of Rabu and risen in the firmament, all creatures 
become filled with delight. Beholding those two foremost of w.»morv, those 
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two first of heroes and slayer* of foes, vu., Kama aral Panha, engaged in 
fight, the tfKCtUorii, both celestid and tcirestfial. I entraining the animalB they 
rode or that were yoked unto their vehicles H<>k 1 motionless. As the two 
heroes, 0 king, struck each other with many foremast of arrow*, O king, the 
sounds caused by tin: hows, bowstr.dgs, and p;Jms, of hutli Dhaiianjaya and 
Adhirathu’* son, became tremendous and their well sped arrow* also caused a 
dcalemng wtiiix. Then the bowstring of il>c son ol Pondu, stretched with 
force, broke with a k>ud noise;. During the interval thus offered, the Suta's 
non jnerced Panha with a hundred smdl arrows, keen and steeped in nil, 
winged with Use feathers of bird*, and resembling snakes freed from their 
t loughs, lie then quickly pierced Vasudcva with sixty shafts, and then 
Pbalguna agsin with eight. Surya's «m then pierced Bhima with thousands 
upon thousands of mighty arrows. Having pierced Krishna and Parllia’s 
standard, Kama felled many amongst the Soinaka. that followed Partha. These, 
however, in return shrouded Kama with showers of straight shafts like masses 
of clouds shrouding the Sun in tlto welkin. Accomjdished in the use of 
we*|»nt, the Sola’s son, stupifying those advancing warriors with his shaft* 
am! baffling all tin weapons shot liy them, destroyed their cars and steed* 
and elephants. And the Suin'* son, t > king, oil # afflicted wilii his arrows 
many foremost warriors wtnng them. I n sir bodies jiicnxd with Kama's shalis, 
they fell down on the ground, iU* strived nf lilt* and in.iking .1 loud noise 
as they fell. Indeed, those mighty combatants, afflicted by Kama of terrible 
strength, pcrislied like a pack of dugs afflicted by an angry lion. And once 
more many foremost of combatants among the Panchalas and many sirch 
(among the Kaurav**.) fell down after tins, slain by Kama and Ohananjaya. 
Deprived of life by the mighty Kurin with well-urmcd Arrow* shot with 
great force, HUiiv fell down, purging the r. intents of their stnniaclis. Then 
th> tT'»r>pi, regarding the viciory to be already theirs* clapped furiously and 
uttered loud ieonioc roam. Indeed, in that drcadfnl encounter, alt ol 
them regarded tin? two Krishna* to have Ik:CU brought by Kama under 
Ills power. Then quick l> b-nding his bowstring and baffling all those 
shafts of Adhiraiha’s son, P.irlhn, filled with rage in consequence of his 
limbs having been mangled with Kama's arrows, assailed the Kauraviu. 
Rubbing hi* bowel ring, he da|ipcd his palms and suddenly caused 1 dai knew 
there with the showers of 9haftfi be shot. Tin* diadem-decked Arjuna pierced 
Kama and Sslya Utvd all tile Kurus with lhos>- arrows. Tlve welkin having 
been darkened by means of that mighty weapon, the very birds were unable 
to range in thnir clement, a delicious wind then blew, bearing fragrant 
odor a Laughing the while. Panha forcibly struck Salya's armour with ten 
arrow*. Piercing Kama neat w ith a d>z;n shat it, Ira struck him once more 
with seven. Deeply struck with those winged arrows of fierce energy shot with 
great force from Partha's bow, Kama, with mangled limbs and body bathed 
in blood, looked rusplMdent like Rudra at \\w universal destruction, 
sp itting in the midst of crematorium at noon or eve, his body dyed with 
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blood.* The son uf Adhiraiha then pi->rocd Phananjay* who resembled the 
chief of the cetat'ui]# himself ( in energy and might ) with three arrow*, aud he 
Caused five olh* r blazing arr>wr. resembling five snakes to j* nelrite llir liricly of 
Krishna. Sl*>l with great force, tfiusc arrows decked with gold, pierced throug h 
the ^.rranur of that foremost of beings and passing out uf hii body fell Upon 
the Jvartli. Endued with great energy, they entered tlM Earth willi great 
force and having bathed (in tho waters of the Bltogavali in the nether 
region) courted back towards Kama. Those shafts were five mighty snakes 
that had ado^Ked the si* las of Tuksliaka’* inn {Aswjtcra whore mother 
Partha had slam at Khandava). With ten broad headed arrows sliot with 
great for.re, Arjuna cut off each of those five makes into three fragments 
whereupon they fell down on the Earth. Beholding Krishna's limbs thus 
mangled with those snake* transformed into arrows sped from Kama's 
arms, Arjuna ducked with diadem and garlands bla/i d up with wrath like a fire 
engaged in burning a heap of dry grass. !(e then pierced K irna in all his 
vital limbs with many blazing and fatal shafts shut front die bowstring 
stretched to the very ear. (Deeply pierced), K irn 4 trembled in |iain. With 
the greatest difficulty he stood, summoning all his patience. I Xiaitaitjaya 
having Leon filled with wrath, all the pJnfs of the compass cardinal and 
subsidiary, the very splendour of the Sun, and Kama's car, O king, all 
became invisible with the showers shut by him. The welkin seemed as 
if it were shrouded by a thick frost. Then that slayer of Iocs, that bull 
of Kuril's race, that foremost of heroes, viz , Savyasachin, O king, soon 
slew in that battle two thousand foremost of Kuril warriors, with their 
cars and steeds and drivers, forming the protectors of K irna’s car wheels 
and wings and his van guard and rear-guard, and who Constituted ihe 
very pick of Duryodhana’s car-force, and who, urged by Puryodhana, had 
been fighting with great unergy. Then thy sons and the Kauravas that 
were still alive lied awa>, dcs- rtin^ Kama, and abandoning their dying 
and the wounded, and their wailing sons and sires Rclioldiug himself 
abandon rd hy the terrified Kurus and seeing the space around him empty, 
Kama felt no agitation, O Rharata, but, on live other hand, rushed at 
Arjuna, with a cheerful heart.’ ”t 



• Xiiuifii mukurta,— certain hours arc especially regarded M fierce, 
because appropriated by Rakskasa* and evil genii fur their rounds over the 
world.—- T. 

t In numbering the tl&kat of thb Section I have followed the Bombay 
edition— T. 
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SECTION XC 

“Sanjnya said*-— ‘Flying a*ay in cnnscjuence uf ilic falling of Arjuna' s 
arrowy the broken divisiuns of thr KaiiTav.it, Maying at a distance, continued 
to gaze at Arjuna 1 » weapon swelling with energy and Careering a wind with 
the effulgence of lightning. Then Kama, with showers uf terrible shafts, 
baffled that weapon of Arjuna while it was still careering in the welkin and 
which Arjuna had dint with great vigor in that fierce encounter t ir the 
destruction of his foe. Indeed, that wea|«>n (of Farlha) which, swelling 
with enetgy, had been consuming the Kurus, the Sou's §oo now crashed 
with his shafts winged with gold. Bending then his own loud-sounding 
Imjw of irrefragable string, Kama shot showers of shafts. The Suu's son 
destroyed that burning weapon of Arjuna with his own foe*kilhng weapon 
of great power which he tud obtained from Kama, and whieh resembled 
{in efficacy) an Aihamin rite. And ho pierced Panha also wuh numerous 
keen shafts. The encounter then, O king, that took place between Arjuna 
and the win of Adhiraiha, became a very dreadful our They continued 
to strike each other with arrow* like two fierce elephants striking each 
other with their lu*k*. All the points of the compass then became shrouded 
witb weapon, and the very Sun became invisible Indeed, Kama .»nd 
P.inha, with their arrowy downpours, made the welkin one >ast expanse 
of arrows without any space between. All the Kauravas and the Somakas 
then beheld a widespread arrowy net In that dense darkness caused by 
arrows, they were unable tu see anything else. Those two furemost of 
men, both accomplished in weapons, as they incessantly aimed and shot 
innumerable arrows, O kinj, displayed diverse kinds of beautiful manoeuvres 
While they were thus contending with each other in buttle, sometimes 
the SuU* sun prevailed over Itis rival and sometimes the diadem derked 
Partha prevailed over his, in prowess sod weapons and lightness of bands. 
Beholding that terrible and awful passage-at arms between those two heroes 
each of whom was desirous of availing of the Other's hches, all the other 
warriors on the field of battle liecarac filled with wonder. The beings 
in the welkin, 0 king, applauded Kara* and Arjuna. Indeed, many of 
them at a time, filled with Joy, cheerfully shouted, somethin a saying,— 
Excellent, 0 Kama !— and sometimes saying,— Excellent, O Arjuna 1— During 
the progress of that fierce encounter, while the Earth was being pressed 
deep with tho weight of cars and the tread of steeds and elephants, the 
snake Aswasena, who was hostile to Arjuna, was fussing his time in the 
nether region. Freed from the cooftagratioo at Khandava, O king, lie 
had, from anger, penetrated through the Earth (for goiog to the subter- 
ranean region ). That brave snake, recollecting die death of his mother and 
the enmity be on tliat account harboured against Arjuna, now rose from 
the lower region. Endued with the power of ascending the skies, he snared 
up with great sjiced upon beholding that fight between Kama and Arjona. 
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Thinking that dial was the lime for gratifying his animosity tnwartl*, as 
he thought, fix wicked-soulcd Purth.i. he quickly entered iolo Kama's 
quiver, O Icing, in tin: hum of un arrow. Al that lime a net uf arrows 

was seen, shedding its bright arrows around. Kama anil Par ilia made the 

welkin une dense mans of arrows by means of (heir aimwy downpouts. 
Beholding that widespread expanse of arrows, all ihe Kauruvas and the 
Sonukas became filled with fear. In that thick and awful darkness caused 
by arrows they were unable to see anything else. Tlveti those Iwn tigers 
among men. tltoio two foremost <if all b wman in the world, those two 
lie roes, fatigued with their exertions in battle. looked at each other. Both 
of them were then fanned with excellent and waving fun made of young 
(palm) leaves and sprinkled with fragrant ftsndtt-waiur by many Apsaras slay- 
ing in the welkin. And Sakra and Surya, using their hands, gently brushed 

the faces of (hose two heroes. When at last Karna found that he could 

not prevail over Partha and was exceedingly scorched with the shafts of 
the former, that hero, his limbs very much mangled, set his heart upon 
that shaft of his which lay singly within a quiver. The Sola’s win then 
fixed on bis bowstring that (oe-kihing, exceedingly keen, snake mouthed, 
blaring, and fierce shaft, which had been polishsd according to rule, and 
which be had long kept for ihe sake of Partha's destruction. Stretching 
his bowilrifig to his ear, Karna fixed that sliaft of fierce energy and 
blaaifu splendour, that ever worshipped weapon which fay within a gaWcn 
quivei axuid sandal dust, and aimed it at Purtha. Indeed, he aimed that 
blazing arrow. l>orn in Airavxta’s race, for cutting off Phulgunu's head in 
battle. A*l the points of the compass and the welkin became ablaze and 
tern he meteors and thunderbolts fell. When that snake of the form of an 
arrow was fixeJ un the bowstring, the Regents of the world, includ- 
ing Sakra, set up loud wads. The Suta's son did not know that the 
snake Aiwascna had entered bis arrow by the aid of his Yitga powers, 
beholding Vaikartacu aim that arrow, the high fouled ruler of tho Madras, 
addressing Kama, said, — This arrow, O Kama, will nut succeed in striking 
off ArjunVs head I Searching carefully, fix another arrow that may succeed 
in striking u/T thy enemy's head 1— Endued with great activity, the Suta's 
son, with eyes burniug in wrath, then said unto the ruler of the Madras, — 
O Salya, Karna never aimeffi an arrow twice ! Persons like us never 
become crooked warriors ! — Having said these words Kama, with great 
care, let off that shaft which be had worshipped foT many long years. 
Bent upon winning the victory, O king, he quickly said unto his rival,— 
Thou art slain, O Phalguna I — Sped from Kama's arms, that shaft of 
awful whiz, resembling fire ur the Sun in splendour, as it left the bow- 
string, blazed up in the welkin and seemed to divide it by a line 
SUCh as is visible on tin? crown of a wuuun dividing her (lessen. 
Beholding that shaft biasing in the welkin, the sJayex of Kan-a, viz, 
Madiura, with great speed anti the gr*itest ease, pressed down with hit 




